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BOOK X. 

T H E grand mailer bad no fboner given the necef- 
fary orders for the defence of 
theifland of Malta, but he crofted to Villiers de 
that of Goza * he went all over it, l’Isle-Adam. 
vifited thole places where the corfairs 15 30. 

might make defcents, gave orders for 
the building of retrenchments, brought feverarpieces of 
cannon, and ammunition and provisions into the caftle, 
left a company of foot in it ; and, after having exhorted 
the inhabitants to be inviolably true to the order, he 
returned back to Malta, and immediately turned all Ills 
thoughts upon Tripoli : that city of Africa,,* which, 
Vol. IV. A as 
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as has been already feen, the order was fo unwilling to 
meddle with, by reafon of its wcaknels and didance. 

We before oblerved, 51 that the chevalier Sanguelle 
had been appointed governor of it by the commidi- 
oners, who took pofleflion of it in the name of the or- 
der. The grand mailer, at the fame time that lie lent 
him a new reinforcement, confirmed him in that pod, 
which could hardly have been filled up by a more wor- 
thy perlonage : he was an antient knight, who had 
fignalized himfelfin the lad fiege of Rhodes, by a great 
number of heroic attions, and who, by fighting under 
the orders of the grand mader, during fo long and 
bloody a fiege, had acquired the art of preferving fuch 
places as he fiiould be intruded with. This command- 
er, feeing himfelf greatly draitned in Tripoli, by o- 
ther neighbouring cities and towns, all of them inha- 
bited by infidels, and people that had been formerly 
fubjetf to the king of Tunis, often lent different parties 
againd thete Africans, who made incurfions into their 
territories, and ravaged the country. 

Among thefe feveral cities, inhabited by Mahome- 
tans, Gienzor and Tachiro, or Tachora, had with- 
drawn themfelves for fome years from the dominion of 
the kings of Tunis : the garrifon of Tripoli ufed fre- 
quently to take leveral prifoners, and make a confider- 
able booty, even to the very gates of thole cities. The 
inhabitants of Gienzor, wearied out y/ith the continual 
attempts of thefe troublefome neighbours, made a trea- 
ty with them; and SanguefTe, with the grand mader’s 
confent, and in confideration of a certain fum, agreed 
upon between them, granted them a peaee, and open- 
ed a free trade on that fide. 

The lord of Tachora, being more powerful than 
thole of Gienzor, and mader of a good port, would not 
fo much as hear a word mentioned of a tribute. The 
territory of this check . or lord, of Tachora, on that fide 
which lay towards Tripoli, confided in a large plain, 
which extended itlelf within four leagues of that city 
towards the ead. This ipacious plain was full of vil- 
lages, 
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lages, which furnifhed their lord with a pretty conft- 
derable number of very brave borfemen and musket- 
teers, whole chief budnefs was robb'ng • thefe often 
engaged with the Maltefe, and each party laid am- 
bufcades for his neighbours. Things pafted in this man- 
ner at drft, with little lofs on either fide, if we except 
the death of the chevalier de Harlai, of the language of 
France, occadoned by an excefs of courage, and too 
little caution ; he being cut to pieces, with all the ibl- 
diers under his command, by the Tachovizins, who had 
lain in ambufh for him. 

We fhould not have been fo particular in our ac- 
count of thefe inroads, fo common between people that 
liorder upon one another, and who are of a different 
religion, had not thefe petty wars afterwards given nie 
to others, of much greater confequence, and in which 
the reader will obferve, that the arms of the knights of 
St. John were no lefs ferviceable to the princes of 
Chriftendom in Africa, than they had been before in 
Ada, and during the time that the order redded in Pa- 
leftine, and afterwards at Rhodes. 

’Twas now fome time dnce the civil wars being 
kindled in the territories of Algiers and Tunis, the Ot- 
toman Turks, or rather the corfairs, under their name, 
in order to make their advantage of thefe dividons, had 
feized upon fcveral places dtuated upon the coafts of 
Barbary; ieveral knights, and thofe even who had 
difcovered the greateft didnclination for taking upon 
themfelves the defence of Malta, propofed, at that 
time, to the grand mafter, to turn aH the efforts of the 
arms of the order on that dde ; and they reprefented 
to him, that it would be impoffible for the order to 
preferve fo weak a place as Tripoli was, and particu- 
larly as it had no ground belonging to it, unlels they 
covered it with new conquefts, and an extent of ground 
that might furnifh fubdftence for the garrilon. This 
proje<5t was not without fome foundation ; but not to 
mention, that the grand mafter, before engaging him- 
felf in this war, was very dedrous of letting thefe in- 
fidels weaken and deftroy one another ; he, befides, 
A 2 had 
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had devoted all his thoughts to a deGgn which had 
been formed for many years, and from the fuccefs of 
which, he promifed himlelf, that the order would draw 
advantages that were much more confiderable. 

Mo don, at this time, engrofled all his thoughts ; it 
was the foie object of his defires, and every thing that 
might bring him nearer to Rhodes, appeared like ano- 
ther Rhodes in his eyes, or, at leaf!, as a means that 
might one day make it a more ealy conqueffc : lo that 
he refotved, before he would absolutely fix his refi- 
dence in Malta, or engage his order to lay out thole 
immenfe films that mud necefiarily be employed, be- 
fore that ifland, which was open on all fides, could 
be put in a (late of defence, to endeavour to furpnfe 
7 \lodon, by the help of the intelligence he had in that 
place. 

In this view, 1 he took into the order’s pay a good 
number of loldiers, who had lately ferved at the fiegc 
of Florence. This fiegethe pope and emperor had un- 
dertaken in concert ; and thele princes, after having 
made themlelves mailers of that great city, had reftor- 
ed the Medicisto their authority in it. The chevalier 
Salviati, who was related to that pope, and prior of 
Rome, by the grand mailer’s command, brought thele 
forces to Malta, on board fix gallies, well armed, three 
of which belonged to the order; the viceroy of Sicily- 
had lent the fourth ; and James Grimaldi, a Genoele 
lord, and an excellent leaman, had hired two .others, 
which belonged to him, at the rate of 1000 crowns 
per month, and they agreed that he fhould command 
them in pei;fon, as long as this expedition Ihould laft. 

The grand mailer, not being able to leave Malta, 
as its chief llrength lay in his prelence. named the prior 
of Rome general of the enterprife; and the chevalier 
de Boniface, bailif of Manofquc, was to command the 
fleet, during the time that the general Ihould be afhorc, 
and employed in befiegingModon. Thele gallies were 
to be accompanied with brigantines of a different hulk, 
with men and ammunition on board ; and two trading 

veflels, 
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veflels, loaded with planks, which they intended to 
employ for the execution of the enterprise, were en- 
trufted to JohnScandali, aGreek Chriftian, of the ifland 
of Zante, and fon to one of the two renegadoes ; and 
to Janni Necolo, who was alfo a Greek Chiiftian; 
both of whom were well known at Modon, by the 
daily traffic which they carried on to that place. 

Besides a great number of knights, who went on 
board for this expedition, the vifcount Cigale, a fa- 
mous privateer, and brother to the cardinal of that 
name, offered his lervice to the grand mailer; and ac- 
cordingly joined the fleet of the order with two gal- 
lies well armed, that were his own, and which he 
commanded in perron. 

Before this armament fet fail from the ports, feve- 
ral councils were held upon the execution of this en- 
terpriie ; when, after a variety of projedts, the grand 
matter concluded upon this, that the gallies, biigan- 
tines, and other finall veflels, fliould lie hid along the 
coafls of the little ifland of Sapfenza, which Jay ov'er 
againft Modon ; that towards the dole ol the evening, 
they jfhould bring up two trading veflels, freighted, in 
outward appearance, with timber and plaints, under 
Which a conliderable number of knights, and brave foL- 
diers fliould lie concealed ; that young Scandali, un- 
der pretence of defiring to come with his fhip to an 
anchor, and trading there, and in concert with his fa- 
ther, fhould advance to the foot of the tower of the 
mole, which was about 500 paces from the place, and 
that he fhould ieize upon it : that young Scandali’s a f- 
fociate fhould go to another fide, at the entrance of the 
harbour, when, after having been vifited, for form’s 
fake, by Quir Calojan, the other renegado, the director 
of the cuftoms, he fhould retire in the dark to his houfe ; 
that the next day at the opening of the gate, the fbl- 
diers, which lay concealed in the two brigantines, 
fliould unite in a body, in order ta make themselves 
matters of that gate; that a cannon fhould immediate- 
ly be fired, to give notice of it to the general, who 
fliould leave the ifland of Sapienza that very moment, 
A 3 fliould 
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lhoultl put his forces on board, and throw himlelf into 
the place through that gate which fliould be ieized. 

The prior of Rome, who was at the head of this ex- 
pedition, let fail from the port of Malta on the 

1531. 1 7th of Augud ; and after having failed pro- 

27. Aug. pitioully for leveral days together, would 
not put in at the ifle of Sapienza, but in the 
night time. He hid his little fleet in the fafed road 
of the whole ifland, and which was lead expoled ; 
when, having taken down the flags and malts of his 
gallies, he lent Statigoguloand Marquet, the two Rho- 
dians above mentioned, to Modon, to fee whether or 
no the two renegadoes had not changed their inclina- 
tions, and whether they were dillmaders of their pods* 
and capable of keeping their word. The two Rhodi- 
ans went into Modon difguiled like merchants, faw the 
two renegadoes ; when, having found them fixed and 
relolved, immoveable, and even impatient to fignalize 
themfelves in the execution of that enterprile, they en- 
gaged them to go over with them into the illand of Sa- 
pienza, to confer with the prior of Rome upon that fub- 
je<d. This general gave them a very civil reception, 
and after having confiimed to them, in the grand mas- 
ter’s name, the promiles of a fplendid reward, which 
the two Rhodians had made to them, he darted leveral 
difficulties, to all which they returned very fatisfaftory 
anfwers. They added, that all lay in the dilpatch that 
(hould be made in the execution; and in order to make 
Salviatirelolve upon it at once, they reprefented to him, 
that the foie realon of the order's failing in its attempt 
upon Rhodes, was owing to its dilatorinefs and excels 
of caution : but this general, fearing a double intelli- 
gence, and led thole Greeks, after having renounced 
the faith, diould not fcruple to betray and deliver him 
up to the Turks, he required them, before he engaged 
himfelf further in that affair, to carry* to Modon the 
commander Sciatele, a Roman ; the chevalier de Bi oc, 
a Frenchman, of the language of Provence; and figni- 
or James Grimaldi; in order, that as they would be upon 
the fpot, they would all three be able to judge whether 
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the enterprize might be undertaken with fafety, and 
afterwards agree among themfelves upon the final mea- 
fures for the landing of the troops and the attacking 
the place. 

These two renegadoes, in company with the knights, 
difguifed like merchants, arrived in the port of Modon 
in the evening, as if they were returned from the ifland 
of Sapienza, upon fome affairs relating to their traffic. 
Scandali, the father, who commanded in the tower of 
the mole, under pretence of giving thefe pretended mer- 
chants a fupper there, fhcwed them how eafily they 
might make themfelves mailers of it; and, with the 
fame view, they went and Jay at the other renegadoes 
houfe, which was near the city-gate, and of which he 
had entrance free, in quality of director of thecuiloms. 
The knights appeared fatisfied with the difpofition of 
the two Greeks; and then the fon of Scandali, a Chrif- 
tian, and who, as was already obferved, would not a- 
poflatiic as his father had done, brought them back the 
next day to the ifland of Sapienza. 

The knights, at their return, declared to the gene- 
ral, that their opinion was, the two renegadoes were 
fincere in the affair ; but thatafter all, a man could not 
be too cautious and circumlpetf, when he had to deal 
with traitors ; that they even met with great difficulties 
In the execution of that enterprite; that notwithfland- 
lng Scandali commanded in the tower of the mole, yet 
the janizaries, who were upon guard there, would not 
fail, upon the lead ilir that fhould be made, to take 
up arms againfl them ; that upon the noife, which is 
unavoidable in occafions of that nature, and on the no- 
tice which the governor of Modon would receive of ir, 
he would immediately order all the city gates to be 
ihut ; and that the garrifon and the inhabitants would 
.foon be able to repulfe all fuch as fhould attack them. 
Thefe difficulties, and even thole which in fuch like 
occafions can fcarce ever be forefeen, fufpended for 
lome time the defire the general had of attempting this 
enterprife. Young Scandali, who faw through part of 
the general’s fufpicions, told him that the only reafoa 
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of his father’s fending for him from Xante, and making 
him privy to that defign, was to put him into his hands 
by way of hoftage,till iuch time as he fhould have per- 
formed his promile, and that he defined no other than 
to continue on board his gallies ; that as for the Jani- 
zaries in the tower of the mole, who were very few in 
number, his hither would find a method to fend them 
at a diftance, under various pretences, and that he re- 
vived to make them drunk, and by that means prevent 
their being able to oppole the entrance of the knights 
into the tower ; moreover, that his father and his af- 
fociate never intended to carry the place by open force; 
that it would he impoflible for them to liicceed any o- 
thcr way than by iurpriie ; that his only fear was, that 
the fufpicion of the general had been owing to the 
great eate wuh which it nrght be executed, in fine, 
this young man, whole breaft glowed with zeal and 
bravery, {hewed them how ea(y, as well as advanta- 
geous it would be to make their compel! lure, to that 
the whole council refolved to continue no longer in fuf- 
penle ; and accordingly fent young Scandali to his fa- 
ther, to affine him that they would make their attempt 
that very evening. 

With this view, the general embarked feveral 
knights, and aconfiderable number of ioldiers on boa d 
two feluccas, who were hid under the planks, with 
which thofe veffels Teemed to be freighted, and which 
were defigned to afiift the troops that were on board 
the gallies in their landing. Stefi Marquet the Rhodi- 
an, who had been lo ierviceable to Bofio in drawing up 
the plan of that confpiracy, was on board the fit ft bri- 
gantine, which, in thole days was called a grips , and 
advanced to the entrance of the port in the evening. 
Calojan, who had the guard of it, in quality of direc- 
tor of the cuftoms, pretending not to know him, went 
on board his fhip ; when, after having vifited it for 
form’s fake, and to prevent all fufpicion, he made his 
report thereof to the governor, telling him that it was 
a fmall vefifel loaded with planks, which he laid a mer- 
chant 
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chant was coming to fell to Tome workmen in the city; 
upon which the governor gave him leave to acmit her 

in. 

The men who were hid in this felucca, in the dif- 
guile of Tailors, befriended by the darkneis, and under 
the pretence of their being obliged to let out very early 
the next morning, put afhore thefe planks, and other 
pieces of wood, with which they formed a kind of 
bridge oppofite to that gate of the city which they in- 
tended to furprile, in order to alfift the landing of the 
forces that were on board the gallies ; after which they 
retired into the houfe of the renegado, where they Ipent 
the reft of the night. 

Young Scandali, who was in the other felucca, 
came much about the lame time, and caft anchor at the 
point of the tower ; and as his father commanded in 
it, and he himlelf came frequently thither from the ifle 
of Zante, where he inhabited ; the Janizaries of the 
tower, with whom he was very familiar, made no 
fcruple to admit him, and accordingly he entered into 
this tower in company with eight other Greeks in a 
Turkilh drefs, who fpoke that language fluently, and 
who pretended to be foldiers belonging to the garrifons 
of Lepanto and Patras. His father, as had been con- 
certed ? difperfed Ibme of his guards upon different cora- 
miflions, and invited the reft to fupper. In the midft 
of their gaiety and good cheer, they gave them an ex- 
cellent Greek wine to drink, which, he faid, his Ion 
had brought him in his felucca. The real Turks, who 
thirfted after that liquor with greater eagernefs, as they 
were prohibited to drink it by their law, poured it 
down in great quantities, and were loon drunk. The 
Greek Chriftians, dilguifed like Janizaries, taking their 
advantage of that lethargic drowfinefs that ufually at- 
tends upon drunkennels, let into the tower all thofe 
knights and foldiers that lay concealed in the brigan- 
tine; when they cut the throats of tome of the Turks, 
bound -others, made themfelves inafters of the tower, 
all which was done during the filence of the night, 
without the lealt noife, infomuch that the governor, 

whole 
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whole houfe was about five hundred paces from the 
tower, had not the leaft notice of it. 

On the other fide, the renegado Calojan, at day- 
break, and at the opening of the gate, prelented him- 
felf at it with fome knights, difguiled like Tailors, and 
who had (pent the night in his houle ; they made a 
halt at the gate, in order to give time to the other fol- 
diers, who were hid in the two brigantines, to advance 
forwards; when immediately the two companies joined 
in a body, making in all about 500 men. Upon their 
approach, the pretended Tailors, who flood at the entry 
of the port, drew their {'words, fell upon the guards, 
cut fome of them to pieces; when the main body ad- 
vancing up, feized on the gate, and imagined the city 
was their own. Immediately a cannon was fired by 
way of fignal to the general, that he fhould advance 
immediately with his gallies ; during which, the Chri- 
flian forces, inflead of marching dire&ly up to the 
caflle, where the governor had withdrawn himielf, 
leaving only a guard at the city gate, they threw them- 
felves into thole houfes that flood nearefltoit, in order 
to plunder them ; they here committed all the outrages 
ufual on fuch like occafions, and in places taken by 
furprife, or carried by florm and (word in hand. The 
inhabitants, in order to fhunthe firfl fury of the foldiers, 
fled for fhelter into the caftle, when the governor put 
weapons into their hands ; and having advice that 
there was but a very fmall number of the Chriflians, and 
that the greatefl part of them were roving up and down 
in fearch of plunder, he made a (ally at the head of his 
garrifon, and of the inhabitants, charged briskly tlicfe 
plunderers, who were difperfed, and killed feveral at 
the firfl onfet : when their common danger uniting 
them again in one body, they rallied, made head, and 
endeavoured to maintain themfelves in their feveral 
polls, till fuch time as the gallies fhould come up. 
Both parties fought with equal fury ; the knights, who 
faw every moment the braved of their troops drop, gave 
themfelves over for loft, when no reinforcement came : 
but they did not know that a very high and contrary- 

wind 
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wind had hindered the general from hearing the fignal; 
iafomuch that it was noon before he had notice, by a 
bark, which young Scandali difpatched to him, that 
the knights were got into the city, and engaged with 
the garrifon of the caftle. Immediately he hailed to 
the place, and with as much fpeed as the crew of his 
gallies could poffibly make, landed without the leaft 
obftade ; and after having, according to the rules of 
war, left a body of men under the command of the 
chevalier d’Humieres to guard the gallies, and in the 
tower of the mole, he advanced at the head of the bo- 
dy under his command, joined thofe who were fight- 
ing with the governor and the garrifon ; when imme- 
diately his bravery and the fuperior number of his for- 
ces, foon obliged him to take refuge in the caftle. As 
it would be impoflible to force him there without ar- 
tillery, he fent for feveral pieces of cannon from on 
board his gallies ; but whilft they were employing 
themlelves in fetching it from thence, the governor was 
fuccoured : for no fooner had he feen the firft body of 
knights in the place, but he difpatched couriers to the 
neighbouring cities, and to the governor of the pro- 
vince, to give him notice of the defeent and attack of 
the Chriftians. Happily for the governor ofthe caftle, 
the fangiac of the province was at the head of a confi- 
derablc body of troops, which, by Solyman’s order, he 
was immediately to march to the frontiers of Hungary, 
where the grand feignior was then making war. The 
fangiac, who was encamped not far from Modon, at 
the firft news he heard of the enterprife of the knights, 
drew out fome troops of horfe for that place, where 
they arrived with the utmoft diligence, and were let 
into the caftle by a gate that lay towards the country, 
at the fame time that the Turkifh general advanced 
himfelf at the head of 6000 foot. The governor of 
the place having ordered his cavalry to difmount, in 
order to bring them fooner to an engagement, fallied 
out at their head, and charged the knights with his 
whole garrifon. Though the prior of Rome faw that 
the infidels were reinforced, he neverthelefs flood their 
attack with the greateft courage ; when cutting to 

pieces 
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pieces the braved of his horfemen, and taking feveral 
of them pri loners, he forced the red to fhelter them- 
felves behind the fortifications of the caftle. Never- 
thelefs, being informed by the pri 'oners he had taken, 
that the fangiac would infallibly be at Modon before 
fun fet, and not having forces enough to make head 
again d him, and befiege the place in form, and as he 
had not expe&ed fuccefs in his enterprile but from the 
advantage of a furprife, he faw him elf, fo contrary to 
his defires, reduced to the neceffity of returning on 
board his (hips, which gave him the greated uneafi- 
nefs. 

Bu t before he commanded a retreat to be founded, 
he, after having blocked up the ports of the cadie by 
a good retrenchment, abandoned the whole city to be 
plundered by the foldiers. The riched houfes in it 
were now become their prey ; nay, the kmghts them- 
felves, and the principal officers, had a hand in this not 
over honourable, though profitable employment. There 
is no expreffing the riches they carried off out of this 
city ; but that which gave the inhabitants dill greater 
pain, was their tranlporting on board their gallies or 
(hips, upwards of 800 married women and maidens, 
whom they made prilonersaud flaves. Among thele la- 
dies of Modon, chance having thrown a young Turkifh 
woman of exquifite beauty into the hands of the vif- 
count of Cicala, he carried her to Medina, had her bap- 
tized, made her his wife, and had a fon by her, Scipio 
Cicala by name, whom a variety of adventures brought 
afterwards to Condantinople, when turning Mahome- 
tan. and fignalizing him'elf by his bravery, he attained 
to the dignity of general, when he revenged the Turks 
for the fack of Modon. The knights abandoned the 
city a lit ile before fun-let. and embarked with all the 
forces, without meeting with the lead oppofition, or 
fuftaining the lead; lofs, if we do not look upon the ex- 
pencc of that armament as a very confiderable one ; 
which was not any way compenfated by the plunder of 
the city of Modon, that fell only into private hands. 

The 
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The grand matter, upon the return of his gallies, 
was informed of the ill fuccefs of the enterprite, which 
gave him great, uneafinefs.; but as his courage had been 
always fuperiorto the mod unhappy revolutions of for- 
tune, he from that time judged, that providence had de- 
creed that his order Ihould fettle at Malta, and there- 
upon turned all his thoughts to the fortifying of that 
illand, and to put it in a condition to brave the infults 
and incurfions of the corlairs. 

^ttt lst he was entirely taken up with thele cares, 
fo worthy a fovereign prince, there happened another 
accident, which put his patience and reiblution to a 
frefli trial. Baltazar Waltkirk, bilhop of Malta, be- 
ing dead, the emperor was to name the perfon who 
was to fill that dignity ; and the order, purfuant to the 
treaty made with that, prince, was to propofe three ec- 
clefialticks to him, one of which at lead was to be 
cholen from among his fubjefls. The grand mader 
and' council prefented to the viceroy of Sicily, brother 
Pontus Laurencin, of the language ofAuvergne; brother 
Thomas Bobo, an Italian, and vice chancellor of the 
order; and brother Dominic Cubelle of the language 
of Arragon, and and the emperor’s vaffal. The grand 
mader, to recompence in the perfon of Thomas Bofio 
the great merit and important fervices which the com- 
mander his brother had done to the order, would have 
been very well pleafed that the emperor’s choice had 
fallen upon him ; and accordingly acquainted the 
pope with his views. This pontiff, to whom the com- 
mander in his lifetime had been one of his privy cham- 
berlains, and of whole fervices he had always retained 
a grateful remembrance, wrote to this prince upon that 
fubjedt ; and not only told his embaffador, that he Ihould 
think himlelf very much obliged to the emperor, if he 
would declare in Bofio’s favour, but alio gave orders 
to figmor Salviati, who was his relation, and the prior 
oi- Rome s father, to write in his name to cardinal Cam 
pejus, who was at that time in the emperor’s court in 
quality of legated latere, to be very earned in ibliciting 
for that nomination . The emperor gave a verv agrce- 
Vo1 ’ IV ’ £ able 
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able reception to thefe good offices of his holinefs, and 
ordered his embafTador, who redded at Rome, to allure 
him, that he would give him in a little time all the fa- 
tisfa&ionhe could wifh for, with.refped to the bifhop- 
rick of Malta: but this prince, who me ver bellowed 
his favours but with the utmofl circumlpe&ion, whe- 
ther it were that he intended to obtain feveral others 
from the pope, or that he had not time to attend to 
this affair, he deferred the nomination of Bofio. But 
at laft, after he had engaged the pope and the order in 
a league again ft the Turks, he then, and not before, 
declared publickly the nomination of Bofloto the bi- 
fhoprick of Malta ; when he gave the inftrument of it 
to the embafTador of the order, who redded at that 
time at his court. 

This minifter being very fendble that this nomina- 
tion would give the grand mafter no fmall latisfaflion, 
difpatched a courier with the inftrument of it. The 
grand mafter received it with great demonftrations of 
joy, which he divided with th~ bifhop elc<ft ? to whom 
he gave thebrft account he had received of his nomi- 
nation to that dignity. All the knights that were at 
that time in the idand, congratulated one another; and 
as the priefthood and the empire had equally confpired 
in this election, they looked upon that affair as happi- 
ly ended. The grand mafter, in order to have it fieal- 
ed as it were, and completely concluded, would have 
Bodo take out his bulls himfelf, and get himfelf conle- 
crated at Rome. He likeways had him accompanied 
by an embafTador extraordinary, whom he difpatched 
to the pope, to thank him for the continuation of his 
favour and kindnefs to the order ; and the embafTador 
was moreover ordered at the fame time to prefent the 
bifhop eledl to his holinefs. 

Both of thefe being arrived at Rome defired to be 
admitted to an audience of the pope, which they ob- 
tained. The embafTador, when he prefented Bofio to 
him, told him, that he was ordered by the grand maf- 
ter and council to thank him for all his good offices 
with the emperor, and for his having engaged that 

prince 
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prince to prefer Bofio to one of his fubjefts: But how 
greatly was this minifter, and he who accompanied 
him, furprifed, when he heard the pope utter the fol- 
lowing words : That the church of Malta was already 
provided with a pallor; that he had already named 
cardinal Ghinucci to that bifhoprick ; that be could not 
poflibly have given a more illuftrious teftimony of his 
conftant and unalterable affeftion to the order, than by 
filling that dignity with one of themoft worthy men in 
the church, and a cardinal of /b great merit ; that his 
eminency was going to fend a grand vicar to Malta, to 
take polfelfion of that dignity in his name, and that he 
hoped he would not meet with the lead obllacle or op- 
pofition in it. 

Though the embaflador was thunder- ftruck, as it 
were, with a difcourfe which he fo little expected, he 
neverthelefs anfwered him, that the grand mailer and 
council would ever pay the highelt deference and fub- v 
million to his orders; but, continued he, the only dif- 
ficulty*!!! this affair is with refoe ft to the emperor, whom 
alone it concerns, and the manner in which he may 
take fo furprifing a change. Upon which the pope,, 
railing his voice, replied, “ The right of providing 
“ for that church, ever lince the property of that ifland 
u devolved to other owners, has been lodged in us, 

Ci and not in Charles.” And thereupon dilmided the 
embaflador and Bolio, who accordingly withdrew in 
the deeped vexation of mind, and covered with fliame 
and confufion. 

The grand mailer himfelf was not lefs furpriled and 
afflifted. His conftancy wanted, as it were, no more 
than this lad trial; but he bore it with his ufual dea- 
dinefs and relolution. In order to get clear of lo 
ticklilh an affair, and to hold the leales even between 
two powers, with both whom his interefl obliged him 
to keep equal meafures, he thought proper, before he 
himfelt took notice of the affair, to lee how the empe- 
ror would aflin it. He indeed could not poflibly have 
taken a more judicious Hep; for Charles V. who found 
that his honour and dignity were (truck at by the pope’s 
B 2 con- 
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eondu&, made Bofio’s affair his own. This prince, 
though fo guarded i„ all his expreffions, was not maf- 
tcr enough of himfelf to. prevent his refentments from 
breaking out. Sangro, one of his hiftorians, pretends, 
uiat in the nift emotions of his rage and indignation, 
e was heard to fay, that he had never repolcd any 
confidence in that pope, and that becaufe he had ob- 
ferved there was always fome latent craft in all his ac- 
tions ; and that the emperor added, he then owned to 
nis fhame, that he had been over-reached in that affair, 
which was owing to his not having fufficiently mif- 
trulted the eager and importunate manner, in outward 
appearance, in which he himfelf folicited for the no- 
mination of Bofio. ’ Tis probable, that the uneafinefs 
Charles V. felt to find himfelf bubbled by the pope, in 
an art vy herein. he imagined he was fo greatly his ^upe. , • 
iioi, might have drawn thole bitter complaints from 
iiim. But whatever he might fay, which perhaps 
might be to foothe his refentments, it appears by the 
teffi monies of ail hiftorians, that the pope in his offir 
ces adted at fir ft with great fincerity. His change of 
mind was not the refult of any premeditated defign ; but 
tis pretended, that the only reafon of the pope’s fup- 
planting the emperor, was to revenge himfelf for his 
deferring fo long to nominate Bofio: and that in the 
uneafinefs it gave him, he could not forbear crying 
out, with relation to that affair, at a time when he was 
•omplaining about it to fome cardinals, “ That when 
li a lovereign pontiff (looped Co low as to fue and 
intreat, his intreaties and offices ought to be receiv- 
<e ed as commands.” Others maintain, that without 
feeking in this change for fuch a refinement of venge- 
ance, of which his genius was not over capable, this 
pope had reflected, or that his minifters had made him 
take notice, that in confideration of the great efteem 
and credit which moft of the knights had in alL the 
courts of Europe, and above all, of that great height 
of power to which that military order had railed itfelf^ 
it no ways fuited the interefts of the holy fee, that the 
emperor, and the kings of Sicily, his fucccffors, fhould 

referve 


Villiers de l’Isle-Adam Grand Mafter. 17 

referve to themfelves the right of nominating to the bi- 
fhopric of Malta, which gave the pertons Co nominated a 
privilege of entering into the council, and even the firfl 
feat in it after that of the grand- matter ; that a cunn : ng 
and intriguing bifhop, taking his advantage of the 
troubles which frequenty ditturbed Italy, might en- 
gage the knights in parties oppofite to thofe of the pope. 
In a word, that they ought never to fufFer a religious 
order, that was continually in arms, that lay lo near 
Italy, and which had forces and a fleet at its command, 
fliould -be dependent on any other power than that of 
the holy fee. 

Whatever might have been his motive, which 
was not without fbme foundation ; and whatever in- 
ftances the emperor might make to oblige the pope to 
defift from the nomination of cardinal Ghinucci ; this 
pontiff was fixed and immoveable upon that article, at 
the fame time that he appeared to be in the mod per- 
fect intelligence with regard to Charles V. and that 
which might induce usjo believe, that his fteadinefs 
was not the refult of refentment, is, thar lying at the 
point of death, and in thofe precious moments which 
decide our fate to all eternity, and in which all the 
paffions vanifh. and difappear, he lent for cardinal Ca- 
raffa, whom he knew to be a zealous adherer to the 
jntereftsof the holy fee, and charged him to reprefent 
to his fucceffor, that he was obliged in confcience to 
maintain ftrenuoufly the nomination he had made of 
Ghinucci. But as the latt defires and intentions of 
even the mott abfolute monarchs are generally buried 
with them in their graves, Paul III. who fucceeded 
Clement, having received letters from the emperor, 
w ritten in the mod urgent terms ; and being moreover 
defirous, for the fake of his own private infereft with 
r'efpeft to his family, to keep in favour with Co power- 
ful a prince, hereiblved to give him fatisfa&ion. Ac- 
cordingly they began to treat of the affair, when an ex- 
pedient was found out to reconcile the interefts of the 
two competitors. Bofio, after having prolecuted his 
affair for three years together, and fpent immenfe fums 
in the court of Rome, and in fuing for the emperor’s 
B 3 favour. 
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favour, at la# obtained his bulls ; but upon condition 
of paying the cardinal an annual penfion of 9000 li- 
vres : and the emperor, who imagined he was obliged 
in honour to make Bofio enjoy the biflioprick of Mal- 
ta in all its latitude, fince he had procured it for him, 
in order to indemnify him for the penfion, gave him 
an abbey in Sicily of the like value. Notwithftand- 
ing that this affair was not ended till the pontificate of 
Paul III. I imagined myfelf obliged to anti- 
1536. cipate the conclufion of it, for the fake of 
the reader, to prevent our being obliged to 
return to the fame incident by digreffions, which of- 
ten confound and interrupt the thread of the narra- 
tion. 

In the mean time, the fteadinefs and refolution 
which Clement had difeovered in maintaining the no- 
mination of cardinal Ghinucci, had not any way cool- 
ed the zeal he had difeovered again# the infidels. Ac- 
cordingly he joined a good number of his gallies to 
thofe of the emperor ; and writing a brief^ couched 
in the mo# urgent terms, to the grand mafler, this 
prince immediately put to fea the great carrack, with 
the gallies and {hips of the order for his quota. We 
may juftly affirm, that the order did not want thefe 
exhortations from the pontiff to induce it to put to fea 
thefe armaments: for the knights, agreeable to the fpi- 
rit of their inflitution, and out of gratitude for the fa- 
vours they had received from Charles V. were always 
ready to furnifh him with the mo# powerful luccours, 
whenever war was to be made again# the infidels. 
There were few engagements, as will be feen in the 
feqtiel, either in Afia or Africa, wherein the ftandards 
of St. John were ndt feen waving in the emperor’s ar- 
my. 

August the 8th, this fquadron join’d the emperorV 
fleet commanded by the famous Andrew Doria, prince 
ofMelphi. That of the Turks, confifting of 70 fail, 
was at that time in the gulph ofLarta, or de la Pre- 
vefa. Doria. in his courfe, met with 60 Venetian 
gallies near Zantfj when he propofed to Vincent Ca- 


Vil liers pe l'Isie-Adam Grand Majler. 

pcllo, a noble Venetian, who was general of them, the 
joining of their fleets, after which they fhould force 
Gallipoli, and carry their arms as far as Conftantinople, 
which they would find drain’d of its ordinary garrilbn> 
Solyman, he faid, having drawn it from thence to rein- 
force the army which he commanded in perfon upon 
the frontiers of Hungary. But the Venetians, who 

were fo very caieful not to give any umbrage to the 
Turks, that they often fuffered themfelves to be inful- 
ted, without daring fo much as to refent it, excufed 
themfelves from (haring in this enterprile, by faying, 
that they had promiied the grand ieignior to be neuter 
in this war. The Chriltian fleet being at that time be- 
tween the ifland of Sapienza and Modon, they propof- 
ed the befieging of the latter. The prior of Rome and 
the knights declared themfelves for that opinion, who 
would have been very glad to attempt by open force, 
the conqueftof a place which they had failed to furprize 
the year before. But the loldiers, who had little elfe 
for their pay but what they might get by plunder, dif- 
covered the utmofl reludance for that emerprife ; and 
did not tcruple to lay, and that publickly enough, that 
they would not expole their fives in attacking fo ftrong 
a place which the knights had glean’d lb thoroughly the 
year before that they had left nothing to indemnify 
the victorious for all their toil. The council of war 
thought themfelves obliged to wink at diicourfes which 
they would have punilhed, had the foldiers been duly 
paid ; and thereupon reiolved upon the liege of Coron, 
a place, whofe fortifications were much weaker than 
tho e of Modon, and which was not above twelve 
miles diftant from it by land. 

Co R o n, or Corona, the antient Charonea , the coun- 
try of Plutarch, that great philofopher, and celebrated 
hiftorian, is lituated to the left of cape Gallo, and is 
in the fhape of a fcalene triangle, or that whole lides 
are unequal : one of the angles looks towards a craggy 
rock; the other two are feen from the gulph of Coron, 
which ferves almoft as a port to the tower ; but thele 
angles are not walhed by the waves, and one may eafi- 
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ly, by coafting along them, go round this fortrefs j 
which was furrounded with a wall built after the an- 
tique fafhion, of no great ftrength, but flanked with 
fix towers of antient ftrudfure. 

Doria having taken a view of its fixation, landed 
his troops, after which he brought up his gallies, and 
placed them behind his high built ihips, and particu- 
larly thegreat carrack of the order, which, firing over 
the gallies, beat down mod of the fortifications of the 
place. All the artillery of thole fliips, and two bat- 
teries which they had railed on fhore, having made a 
wide breach, the count of Sarno, and Mendoza colo- 
nel of a Spanifh regiment, were commanded to attempt 
a ftorm, which they accordingly did with the utmofl 
bravery; nor did they meet with lei's courage in the 
Turks, who killed three hundred of their foldiers 
with leveral officers, and wounded a much greater 
number. The priors of Rome and of Auvergne, who 
advanced to their fuccour, took their places; chey\vere 
both come from on board the great carrack, at the 
head of two hundred knights, and five hundred foldi- 
ers in the order’s pay. This fecond a /Fault was full 
as bloody as the fir ft. Unhappily for the befiegers 

their ladders were too fhort for the height of the walls^ 
fo that the knights were forced, in order to gain the 
top of the breach, to catch hold of the wall, and to 
climb it by main ftrength of their hands and feet. 

In this difadvantageous fituation, they found them- 
selves expoled to the fire of the fmall arms, and annoy- 
ed by the crofs-bows; nor were ftones, fire-works, and 
fealding oil fpared on this occafion. Great numbers 
of them loft their lives by theie different weapons ; but 
as they had all taken a refolution of being cut to pieces 
at the foot of the walls, rather than give over the 
ftorm, they, after having called upon the name of St. 
John, which was their watch-word, pufhed forward 
with fo much fury, and crouded fo faft one upon ano- 
ther, that they at laft lifted up the foremoft to the top 
of the breach, when they made thcmfelves mafters of 
*b aKC * planted the great ftandard of the o;der upon it. 

The 
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The armies, both of fea and land, fhouted for joy at 
the fight of this fignal of vi&ory. Thele acclamations 
made the befieged believe that the Chriftians were maf- 
ters of the place ; upon which, luch of the inhabitants 
as were (till intrenched in different parts of the city, 
and the 'garrilon of the caftle, let up a white flag, 
which was loon followed by a capitulation. The native 
Turks and their houies were fpared, but thole of the 
Jews were abandoned to the foldiers. Doria, after 
this, went and befieged Patras, which he took ; at the 
lame time that the gallies of the order made tbemfelves 
mailers of the callle of Ardinel, and other forts fituat- 
ed along the coaft, which made but very little refill - 
ance. Alter this expedition, as the winter was draw- 
ing near, the different Iquadrons, of which the Chrif- 
tian fleet was compoled, leparated, and retired into 
their relpe&ive ports. 

The year following, the Turks, who did not care 
to be lolers, made a powerful armament to recover Co- 
ron ; and as foon as the fealon permitted them to keep 
the lea, a famous corfair, named the Moor, by Soly- 
maffs order, blocked up that place with four great gal- 
lies, at the fame time that another Turkilh general be- 
fieged it by land. 

Doria was no fooner informed of their defigns, 
but he immediately put to lea, and was reinforced by 
the pope’s gallies, and thole of the order, commanded 
by the prior of Rome. The Chrillian fleet advanced 
in good order again!! the infidels ; the foldiers called 
out aloud for battle, but Doria, who had as much bra- 
very as experience, whether it were from prudential 
motives, or in order to perpetuate himfelf in the com- 
mand, ever avoided coming to a decifive battle ; and 
ufed to fay frequently, that he never lovecT to be in 
thofe engagements wherein fortune had a greater fhare 
than the conduct of the general. All de defigned was 
to throw fuccours into the place, and afterwards retire: 
in this view, he placed the great carrack of Malta at 
the head ol his fleet, from whence, as from a fort and 
a citadel, he mauled the Turks prodigioufly. He then 
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gave orders to the captains under his immediate com* 
mand, to take their advantage, during the fire and 
fmoke of the cannon, to run feveral barks full of fol- 
diers and ammunition into the place. This defign 
was fo ill executed, that thefe fmall velTcls were lud- 
denly furrounded with the Turkifh galiies. Upon this 
the Chrifti a ns are feized with a panic ; lome throw 
themfelves into the main body of the army ; others, 
who were got afhore, imagined they fhould more eafi- 
ly avoid the fury of the infidels, by throwing them- 
felves into their boats ; but they crouded in i’uch great, 
numbers, and with fuch great precipitation, that they 
funk to the bottom, and thus haflened their death by 
endeavouring to fly from it. 

The Turks being thus maflers of part of the con- 
voy, fell afterwards upon the great fhips. The combat 
was now become general; galiies attacked galiies, and 
fhips engage with fhips. Doria on one fide, and the 
prior of Rome on the other, come to the afliftance of 
fuch as were mod briskly attacked ; their prefence in- 
fpires the foldiers with frefh courage, and reftores or- 
der in the fleet. Fortune foon fhifts fldes; the Chrif- 
tians recover their fmall veffels, take feveral from the 
Turks; and moreover, thofe infidels having thrown 
themfelves (word in hand into a fhip belonging to the 
order, and being already maflers of the upper deck, 
another Maltefe fhip comes up, which difengages that 
belonging to the order, and makes the aflailants pri- 
foners, whom they load with the very chains which 
they had defigned for thofe knights. 

In fine, this great croud of mafts begins to thin by 
degrees the great noife is Ids Running, by the death 
of fome, and the flight of others. The victorious Do- 
ria throws provifions into Coron, fets fail again, pur- 
lues the infidels, and leeks for frefh opportunities to 
immortalize his name. 

The fquadron of the order being recalled by the 
grand mafler, leparates from the body of the Chriftian 
fleet, and returns into the ports ; Malta, Tripoli, the 
eoafts of Naples and Sicily being equally threatned by 

Barba- 
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Barbarofla, captain of the corfairs of Barbary, who, 
with 82 gallies, fcoured thole leas, and carried terror 
and dread into all thole places, without anyone’s being 
able to know where the ftorm would fall. As the old 
city of Malta was but poorly fortified ; and the town, 
where the convent refided, was commanded from feve- 
ral places* and as the cattle of St. Angelo was the 
only place it could retire to ; the council was of opini- 
on, that they fhould leave only three hundred knights 
to defend it ; that the grand matter fhould retire into 
Sicily, and tranfport thither the convent, the relicks, the 
church ornaments, and the records and treafures of the 
order. But this generous old man bravely rejected this 
advice, with faying, “ I have never yet fled from the 
41 enemies of the crofs, and the world fhall never fee 
46 me let fo bad an example to all my religious, only 
4i for the fake of preierving the remains of a languifh- 
46 inglife.” Upon which he immediately lent an hun- 
dred knights, with fome companies of foot, into that 
tower, which went by the name of the Notable city.; 
and railed, as quick as pofiible, and as well as the time 
would allow, feveral advanced works to the tower of 
the town. All the inhabitants of the ifland, by the 
grand matter’s orders, took up arms ; and that the re- 
licks and records of the order might be out of danger, 
he fent them over into Sicily, where that precious 
charge was preferved with the greateft care. After 
having thus taken all thefe prudent meafures, he wait- 
ed the arrival of the Barbarians with the utmoft r elo- 
cution; but their general took another courle; he re- 
turned to Africa, where he made fome attempts, of 
which mention will be made in the fequel. 

The grand matter, who attended as much to the 
prdervation of ttrift difeipline, as to the defence of the 
ftate, took the advantage of fummoning a general chap- 
ter, during this interval, which the infidels allowed 
him. Since the lofs of Rhodes, and during'the (pace of 
eight years, that the order, without having any fettled 
habitation, had wandered up and down in different 
places, feveral abufes had crept into the order, which 
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he thought fit to remedy. The knights, at their firfl ar- 
rival atlVIalta, had made fhift with taking up their abodes 
in leparate houfes, in different quarters of the town, and 
other places in the ifland, in oppofition to the cudora 
of the order, and what had been oblerved at Rhodes, 
where there was one quarter of the city called Colla- 
chio, which was inhabited by the knights only, none 
of the laity being allowed to dwell there. The grand 
mafler, in concert with the chapter, redored fo pru- 
dent a regulation in Malta ; fo that all the knights 
were obliged to have their dwellings near his, and un- 
der the eye as it were of fo exa<d and vigilant a fuperi- 
or. . ’Twas from the fame fpirit of religion, that they 
forbid the wearing of too pompous habits, lo oppofite 
to that modedy and fimplicity which ffiines with fo 
much luftre in a religious ; and fo far did they carry 
the feverity of this regulation againft everything that 
had the lead air of a vain and offentatious didindtion, 
as to forbid all luch commanders as were grand erodes 
to wear it out of Malta ; and they were not allowed 
to adorn themfelves with it, but on that day only when 
they fet out from their refpe&ive countries and com- 
manderies, to return to the capital of the order. 

From thefe particular regulations they proceeded 
to the molt important affairs of government. The 
chapter in a body had the treaty made with the em- 
peror, relating to the edablilhment of the order in the 
ifland of Malta, reprefented to them, and confirmed it 
by a folemn aft. They admit the appeals from the 
common council to a full council, that is to fay, into 
which rhey admitted, befides the great erodes, two of 
the mod antient knights of each language ; but it was 
agreed, that the appeal from this lad council fhould have 
no fufpenfive effedt, and that the ientences, which 
fhould be pronounced from this tribunal, fhould be 
executed but by patent only, notwithdanding the ap- 
peal to the general chapter. 

As the order was engaged in very great expences ; 
as it maintained fix or teven gallies, without reckon- 
ing the high built fhips and brigantines ; as it kept for- 
ces 
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ca in the iflands of Malta, ofGoza and Tripoli in its 
pay; as they were obliged to fupport the people who 
were come with them from Rhodes, and to build a ci- 
ty and an infirmary ; the chapter thought proper to 
augment the relponlions upon the commanderies of the 
order : and they befought the grand mailer, whom they 
knew to be entirely difintcrelled, to continue the care 
he took of the adminiilration of the revenue. 

The chapter ended with this lad regulation, the af- 
fembly of which would have been very advantageous 
to the order, had not a diforder broke out towards the 
eonclufion of it, or a little after, in which fome of the 
languages, engaging themfelves, came to blows, and 
railed a tumult and a fcandal, which gave the highefl 
uneafinefs to the grand mailer, and to the whole body 
of the order. 

The fubjedl of this quarrel arole from a private dis- 
pute which happened between a Florentine gentleman, 
a layman, one of the prior of Rome’s domedics, and 
a young French knight, nephew to the commander 
Servier, of the language of Provence. They fought, 
and the French knight was (lain. The uncle of the dc- 
ceafed, who pretended that the Florentine had uled 
foul play in the duel, put himfelf at the head of his 
friends, and went in Icarch of him ; when having 4net 
him, attended in like manner with lemc other gentle- 
men of the prior’s dependents, they feli upon them, 
wounded leveral, and obliged them to fly for their 
lives, and take fandtuary in the palace of their patron. 

This nobleman, who was immenlcly rich, a kinf- 
man, and, as others lay, nephew to the pope, and ge- 
neral of his galltes, and thole of the order, had no lels 
than threefcore perlons, who were either lay-gentle- 
men or Italian knights, in his fervice. The(e immedi- 
ately armed themfelves, and rulhed out to revenge their 
countryman; and without making any d'lliodlion be- 
tween the languages of France, fell with the utmofl: 
fury upon all fuch Frenchmen as they met : they kill- 
ed lome, wounded feveral others, and railed a priva e 
quarrel to an open and declared war between the two 
Vol, IV. C nations. 
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nations. The knights of the languages of Auvergne, 
and of France, furpriled and enraged at fuch an infult, 
joined themielves to thole of Provence. The whole 
nation met, and united themielves at the bottle of the 
chevalier de Bleville, in order to take vengeance for 
that outrage. But the affembly, before they carried 
their relentments to a greater height, lent deputies to 
the grand matter to lue for juftice from his hands. Ac- 
cordingly the grand matter informed the prior of Rome 
of their complaints, and ordered him at the fame time 
to punifli the guilty. 

Salviati, proud of his being related to the reign- 
ing pontiff, and who looked upon him (elf as another 
grand matter, contented himfclf with putting the moft 
criminal of his gentlemen under an arreft on board his 
admiral galley, and lent word to the injured languages 
to acquaint them that he would do them jufticc, after 
he had enquired into the affair, thinking this iiifticient 
fatisfadHon. This haughty manner of proceeding, io 
oppofite to the genius of fo noble a republic, the leve- 
ral members of which, thought themielves upon the 
fame level, railed again the relentments of the French 
knights. The prior’s anfwer appeared to them to be 
no more than a mere lham, and purpofely calculated 
to elude their jutt complaints ; and they did not fo 
much confider the feizing of the criminals as a confine- 
ment, as a means which that prior made ule of tolcreen 
them from the authority of the laws, the jurifdidtion 
of the council, and the judges of the order. Info- 
much, that without confulting either themielves, the 
order, or the duties of true religious, they rufh out 
well armed, throw themielves into the prioPs galley, 
make themielves matters of it, and, in their fury and 
refentment, ftab four of fuch of the prior’s gentlemen 
who were under an arreft, who had either killed or 
wounded their companions; and proud of the fliame- 
ful honour of a revenge, lo unworthy of their profef- 
lion, they, after this bloody execution, come from on 
board the admiral galley, as it were in triumph, and re- 
tire to their relpedive inns. 
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The prior, exalperated at themaftacre of his gentle- 
men, calls all the knights of the language of Italy a- 
bout him, and by his emiffaries, gains over to his in- 
tereft the two languages of Spain, viz. Arragon and 
Caltile, who declare in his favour, and come armed to 
his afliftance. The French, who were ftill in a body, 
hearing of this confederacy, ifFue out afrefh from their 
inns, and advance up to the prior’s hou(e in fearch of 
their enemies ; thefe ply them with their musket-fhot, 
and were anfwered by as brisk a fire. A di (order like 
this had never happened in the order ever fince its foun- 
dation ; there was a dreadful tumult in that quarter of 
the city; in vain the grand mafter ordered them tore- 
tire ; no command was obeyed ; no obedience was 
fhewn ; difcord reigned in each quarter of the city ; 
each party obeyed no orders, but fuch as fury, or the 
tranfports of a mad paflion, infpired. They confined 
to fire on all (ides; and the prior having tent for o ne 
pieces of artillery from on board his galiies, the French 
on their fide brought a cannon, which they levelled a- 
gainft his palace gate, in order to beat it to pieces: 
and night, which was coming on, heightned the dis- 
order and confufion. The grand mafter, vexed to the 
foul to fee his knights fighting againft one another, 
was for going out, and trying whether his preience 
might not have the power to check the mutineers. But 
the council, fearing left this venerable old man, in the 
darknefs of the night, and in the midft of fo dreadful 
a tumult, (hould happen to be wounded, conjured him 
to keep in his palace, and Cent in hisftead, and at the 
head of the garrifon of the caftle, the bailiff of Ma- 
nofque, an antient knight, who was revered by both 
parties, and that more for his wifdom than his dignity. 
This nobleman, artfully intermixing juft reproaches 
with the fofteft and mod engaging expreffions, brought 
both parties to hear him ; after which, he obliged 
them both to lay down their arms. They all now dil- 
perfed feverally ; the night calmed their fury and ani- 
mofity; and fhame and repentance role with the dawn : 
But the grand mafter did not think proper to fuffer the 
C 2 authors 
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authors of a tumult, that gave fo ill a precedent, to go 
unpumfhed ; accordingly he deprived twelve of the 
habit ; and, if Bofio is to be credited, they threw into 
the fea fome of the mod headftrong and ftubborn,who 
refufed to own their crime, and were capable at the 
fame time of perpetrating frefh ones, and renewing the 
fedition. 

How jott foever this chattifement might be, the 
grand matter was as much concerned at the punifh- 
ment he had been obliged to infli<tt, as at the crime. 
This threw him into a fit of ficknefs, when he bewail- 
ed himfelf, as of the greatett misfortune that had ever 
befel him, for having liirvived the lofs of Rhodes, on- 
ly to be a melancholy witnefs of the violence and re- 
bellion of his religious. The fear of worle ftill to- 
come, the pride and haughtinefs of his knights, dif- 
guifed under the name of courage; and the luxury and 
effeminacy of others, the unhappy fruits of the mott 
criminal paffions, which, in fpite of his example, and 
the fe verity of hia difcipline, had already crept into the 
order: all thefe feveralcircum (lances united, threw this 
great man into a deep melancholy ; he now only lan- 
gtiifhed away the poor remains of life ; and the melan- 
choly news he continually received from England, the 
comeqttences of which he forelaw would be fatal to the 
order, brought him infenfibly to his grave. 

Henry VIII. as was already ob/erved in the 9th 
book, was then reigning in thatifland. This 
x 5 3 4. prince had married Catherine of Arragon, 
the widow of his brother Arthur prince of 
Wales, having obtained a difpenfation from pope Ju- 
lius II. to that purpofe, and had now lived eighteen 
years with the queen his wife, in the fweeteft union 
and mott perfect harmony ; when an inordinate pafTL- 
on for a young Englifh lady, railed fome fcruples in his 
mind with refpeft to the validity of his marriage; and 
as if, in the midft of the tranfports of his pa(Hon, his 
confeience had been touched, he at laft made ufe of it 
as a handle to juftify his divorce with the queen. 

This 
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This princefs, who had very few charms, and the 
too dangerous ones of Anna Bullen, eafily perfuaded 
him that his difpenfation was not valid; he was a king, 
and, as fuch, did not want either lervile courtiers, or 
mercenary learned men, who flattered him in his er- 
ror. 

The affair was carried to Rome, and at the pope’s 
tribunal; the Ready refufal of Clement VII. to approve 
the pretences for his divorce, made this imperious and 
pafflonate prince rebel againft the authority of the ho- 
ly fee. As he found he (hould never obtain the fa- 
vour he lo earneftly feed for, he rdolved to do with- 
out it, and he imagined that he (hould (boneft effect it 
by abolifhing the authority of the pontiffs in his do- 
minions. He went farther ; for, in concert with the 
parliament, which he had cunningly made a party in 
this affair, he inverted himfelf with thatfpiritual power, 
and was not afhamed to make himfelf be declared the 
liipreme head of the church of England by a< 5 l of parlia- 
ment, to free himfelf from the obligation of lubmitting 
to the judgment of the vifible head of the univerfal 
church, which refuted to difenite what God had joined 
together. 

Henry, once fo wife and underftanding a prince, 
but now hurried away by the tranfports of his paflion, 
periecuted with the utmort cruelty all fuch of his feb- 
je&s as tefufed to adore the vain phantom of hisfupre- 
macy. Prelates, ecclefiaftics, religious, laymen, all 
loft their lives for refufing to febfcribe to the double 
divorce he had juft made with the catholic church, and 
Catherine of Arragon his lawful wife. The crime of 
high treafon, which, under evil princes, is often the 
crime of the innocent, fupplied all thole pretences 
which were wanting to bring them to, deftnuftion. 
The parliament, which Henry had artfully prevailed 
upon to be the minifter of his paflions, profcrihed the 
illuftrious Pool, a man more diftinguifhed by his piety 
and his profound erudition, than by his royal extrac- 
tion, which he drew from the duke of Clarence, bro- 
ther to Edward IV. 
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The king of England had eagerly fought his ap- 
probation, and would fain have obliged him to write 
in favour of his errors ; but he was not to be moved 
either by the promifo or menaces of this prince : he 
represented to him with the greateft fteadmels and in- 
trepidity, the injuftice cf his new pretenfions. This 
pi nice, who would fain have had the reputation of be- 
inga lover of truth, and the fatisfadlion of never hearing 
}t >, coulci not pardon him this liberty. Pool, that he 
might not be expofed to his refentments, withdrew to 
Rome, when the pope took him under his protection, 
and honoured the facred college, by railing him to the 
dignity of a cardinal. 

Henry imputed this eminent title to himas a crime; 
ue iet a price upon his head; and it is pretended that 
nc would infallibly have been aflafllnated by certain 
banditti, whom the king of England had hired for that 
purpose, had not the pope, who revered the (hiring 
qualities of the Englifh cardinal, given him guards to 
prevent any fuch attempt. Pool’s difgrace was fatal 
1 ! v ^ e houfe : Margaret Plantagenet, countefs 
or Salisbury, his mother ; Henry Pool, lord Monta- 
cute lus brother; Henry Courtney, marqui/s of Exeter, 
ins cou fin, being accufcri of holding a correfpondence 
with the new cardinal, lofl their lives upon a fcafrold. 
The king, ever extreme in his revenge, made youn^ 
Courtney, who was fbn to Henry, feel the effe&s of it! 
He indeed, was afliamed to put a young child to death; 
but then he threw him into the tower, where he bu- 
ried h.m in priibn, for fear he fhould one day attempt 
to revenge his father’s death. 

In the midit of all thefe executions, the proteflants, 
though they difowned the authority of the fee of Rome, 
did not meet with a better treatment. Henry, who 
was an enemy to every kind of novelty that was not of 
lfis own creation, from an unparalleled and whim- 
deal kind of cruelty, burnt all fiich heretics, and 
hanged all fuch catholics, as dared to adhere public- 
ly to the holy fee. The major part of the courtiers, 
being dpubtful of the prince’s religion, had none them- 

felves 


Villiers de l’Isle-Adam Grand Mafier, 51 

felves but liis will. Both catholics, as well as pro- 
tettants, concealed their religion as a crime ; fo that 
nothing but a rebellion againtt the fee of Rome could 
he openly difeovered with impunity. This was the 
idol of the court, and the only means of maintaining 
one’s felfin it. The king, to revenge himfelf upon 
the religious, who perlevered in the obedience that was 
due to the holy fee, gave up their pofTelBons as a prey 
to his courtiers : but thefe very pottelTions, which had 
been fo very unjuftly acquired, plunged them infalli- 
bly from Schifm into herefy. Many, in the reign of 
Edward his foil, in order to obviate the making of fo 
necelTary a reftitution, embraced the opinions of Lu- 
ther and Calvin; and at latt the mod ufeful opinion ap- 
peared to them the trueft and molt genuine. 

The commanders and knights of Malta, devoted in 
a particular manner to the fee of Rome, and who ac- 
knowledged the pope to he their firfl fuperior, were 
not exempt from this pcrlecution. But as this order, 
being partly compofed of the prime nobility, was 
powerful in the kingdom, and that the prior of St. 
John of London had even a feat in parliament, in qua- 
lity of firfl: baron of England, he iufpended the pro- 
fcribing of them, and the entire fuppreflion of the or- 
der, till fuch time as he had got it authorifed, which 
he afterwards did by a & of parliament. In the mean 
time, there was fcarce one indiredt perfecution but lie 
made them luffer, the greateft part of them being ar- 
retted upon various pretences, or at leaft they lazed 
upon the revenues of their commanderies. Such as 
could efcape the malice and cruelty of his minitters, 
and who forelaw the fatal consequences of the fchifm, 
abandoned all their potteflions, and withdrew to Mal- 
ta, where they came without any certain fund for their 
fubfiftence. The grand matter, like a gooicl father, 
fupplied all tlieir wants with the mott extenfive chari- 
ty, and endeavoured to adminiftcr confolation to them, 
of which he himfelfftood in as great need. A Chrii- 
tian king’s thus perfecuting an order, which had de- 
ferved lo well' of all Chriftendom, coinpleated the 
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meafure of that feries of misfortunes he had laboured 
under during his grand maderfhip. Being no longer 
a hie to bear up under them, he fell fick, when a vio- 
lent fever foon confumed the little remains of life he 
had left ; and accordingly he expired in the arms of 
his knights, who were fo dear to him, on 
Aug. 2 i . the 2 1 It of Aiigufh Thus died a prince 
1534. fo highly deferring for his uncommon bra- 
very, for his heroic conftancv, and for the 
wifdomand mildnefs of his government /virtues which 
he poffelTed in a mod: eminent degree, and which they 
afterwards endeavoured to reprefent by thele few 
words, which were engraven on his monument : 

HERE LIES VIRTUE 
VICTORIOUS OVER FORTUNE. 


Brother Peter du Pont, of an illuftrious 
houfe of the county of Ad, de/cendcd 
Peter du of the antient lords of Lombriac, and 
Pont. of Cafal-Gros in Piedmont, and bailiff 
15 34. of Santa Euphemia in Calabria, fuc- 
ceeded Villiers de 1 Ifle-Adam. He 
was at that time in his bailiwick ; and his merit and 
virtues were his only recommendation. He was an 
ancient knight, a of very grave and levere morals, a 
drift obferver of regular difcipiine ; and his cleftion 
is a manifed proof, that if, through the calamity of the 
times, the datutes might have been executed with lefs 
exaftnefs than formerly, yet neverthelefs in affairs of 


moment, and particularly in theeleftion of grand maf- 
ters, all the knights at that time confulted only their 
confcience, and that merit only carried all their 
voices. 

Thomas Bosio, the bifhop of Malta eleft, was 
fent by the council to the grand mader, to carry him 
the indrument of his eleftion. No fooner was the news 
brought to him, b it he burd into tears, and would 
willingly have been excufed from accepting fo great a 
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dignity ; but an unhappy piece of news, which he re- 
ceived by a frelh exprels, determined him at once, and 
haftned his departure. They had fmce dilpatched the 
chevalier Gefvalle, to give him advice of the revoluti- 
ons that had juft happened in Africa, and in the king- 
dom of Tunis, which Barbarofta had juft feized upon, 
and that this formidable corfair threatned Tripoli with 
a liege. The new grand mnfter went immediately on 
board, and came to Malta the icth of November. His 
firft cares were to lend a powerful fuccour to Tripoli ; 
but although they Ihould have tranfported thither all 
the forces of the order, how brave and intrepid foevei* 
the knights might be, they would not have been ca- 
pable , with four or live gallies only, to make head a- 
gainft Barbarofta, who was mafter of two fuch power- 
ful ftates as Algiers and Tunis, and who moreover, in 
quality of Balha of the fea, and grand admiral ofSoly- 
man, had an hundred gallies, and upwards of two 
hundred veftels of different bulk under his command. 
He was brother to Horruc, or Horace Barbarofta, both 
of them famous for their bravery and fortune. 

These two corfairs, 3 though both born among the 
dregs of the people in the city of Mitylene, were not 
neverthelefs of an obicure birth. From their youth, 
and as loon as they were able to bear arms, they gave 
fome marks of their courage and ambition, in lcour- 
ing together the leas, with only a ftngle brigantine, 
which was all their fortune. 

An intrepid bravery, a happy fuccels in their at- 
tempts, and a number of conliderablc prizes, increafed 
their reputation and ftrength. They either bought, 
or got fhips and gallies built, made up a little fleer, 
and gained over other pirates to their ftandards, who 
acknowledged . them for their leaders and generals. 
Neither ambition nor riches could difunite the two 
brothers : Horruc, who was the elder, had indeed the 
principal command, but Airadin had as much authori- 
ty in his abfence; they v/ere equally brave, equally 
cruel, refolute corfairs, and called themfelvcs friends 
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of the lea, and enemies to all thofe who failed on thatr 
element; they fell upon Mululmen and Chrillians, 
without diflin&ion ; and by carrying on the trade of 
thieves and corfai;*s, learned infenfibly that of con- 
querors. 

There was now nothing wanting to complete their 
fortune, but their being mailers of a port, to carry their 
prizes into; when the war that broke out between Se- 
lim Eutemi, prince of Algiers, and his brother, gave 
them an opportunity of gratifying themlelves in what 
they wanted, by declaring for one of thole princes, 
and afterwards crti filing both. For Horrue being re* 
ceived in Algiers, in quality of an ally, made him/elf 
mallet* of it; when getting Eutemi firangled, who had 
called him to his alRlfcance, his troops proclaimed him 
king of Algiers; and, in order to eflablilh his conqueH 
by a powerful protection, he paid homage for it to So- 
lyman, emperor of the Turks, and made himfe'f tri- 
butary to him. He afterwards took the cities of Cir- 
cella and Bugia, won the kingdom of Tremezen. of 
which Algiers had formerly been a part ; and gained 
feveral advantages over the Spaniards, who had under- 
taken the defence of the king of Tremezen their vaf- 
fal. But as the fate of arms is doubrful and uncertain, 
he was belieged in the capital of his kingdom ; when, 
after a llubborn defence, the artillery of the Spaniards 
having reduced the fortifications of that place to alhes, 
being unable to hold out any longer, or relblve with 
himfelf to capitulate, he endeavoured to efcape with 
his treafures by a fubterraneous paflage, that ran as far 
as the plains. The marquis of Gomara, governor of 
Oran, who commanded at the fiege, having notice of 
his flight, purfued him very dole. 

Barbarossa, in order to retard the purfuit of the 
Spaniards, and to gain time to reach the defarts, feat- 
ured at certain diftances as he fled, gold, lilver, and 
rich Huffs. But nothing was able to fufpend the pur- 
fuit of the ChriHians, who fell upon him at the brink 
of the river Huexcla, fo that he was now obliged to 
fight : Barbarolla Hood his grouud ; the clelpair he 
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was in of efcaping out of the hands of his enemies, 
heightned his courage, and the fight of inevitable 
danger banifhed all fear from his bread:. He rufiies 
with fury into the midB of the ChriBians, and kills fe- 
veral officers with his own hand ; but after all, as the 
odds were very great, the greater number prevailed ; 
and BarbarofTa being furrounded on all fides, fell with 
1500 men, who had accompanied him in his retreat, 
who were all cut to pieces. His brother Airadin, with 
the name of BarbarofTa, took upon himfelf the title of 
king of Algiers, and afterwards affociated with two 
famous pirates, who were his lieutenants. The one 
of them named Airadin, a native of Caramania, and 
who, for his fury and cruelty, was called Devil-driver $ 
the other corfair, a renegado Jew of Smyrna, was 
known by the name of Sinan. Thefe three corfairs 
were the terror of all theChviBian coaBs, and fubjeft- 
ed as it were the Mediterranean under their empire. 
Devil-driver , not contented with the prizes he daily 
made at fea, was defirous, after the example of Bar- 
barofifa, and perhaps to withdraw himlelf from his au- 
thority, to fettle himfelf in an independent Bate. Ac- 
cordingly hefurprifed Tagiora, of which mention has 
been made in the beginning of this book, made him* 
felfmafler of it, advanced with his fquadron into the 
port, and had the vanity to get himfelf to be pro- 
claimed king. 

But in order to appear to the world Bill affociated 
with BarbarofTa,® at the Tame time that he 
gave him notice of his new conqueB, he paid 1532. 
homage to him for it, and proteBed that he 
would ever adhere inviolably to his interefts. Barba- 
rofTa, though offended with the ambition of his lieu- 
tenant, neverthelels thought it the wileB part^to difi. 
femble an injury which he could not revenge without 
weakening himfelf. He therefore received Airadin’s 
homage, congratulated him upon his conqueB, and 
finding every thing was fecure with refpedt to Algiers, 
Airadin made inroads into the territory of Tripoli. 
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A war now broke out between the knights and this 
new prince. He took from them two brigantines be- 
longing to the order ; he obliged thofe ofGienzor, his 
neighbours, to break the alliance and the treaty which 
they had made with Tripol ; and to keep the knights 
inverted as it were in that place, he, in fpite of all their 
opporttion. railed, at the dirtance of a cannon fhot, a 
tower or caftle, fince called the tower of Alcaide, 
where nothing could come in or go out of the port of 
Tripoli but it was immediately difeovered. 

Muley Hascen, a Moorilh prince, king of Tu- 
nis, who dreaded the ambition and neighbourhood of 
the Turk, made a particular alliance with the gover- 
nor of Tripoli againft him, and refolved to drive this 
corfair from his new conqueft before he could have 
time to rtrengthen him/elfin it. a In this view, he raif- 
ed a confiderable body of forces, moft of whom were 
Arabian peafants ; and the knights furniflfmg him 
with a train of artillery, he befieged Tagiora. But 
whether it was owing to the valour and bravery of 
Airadin, or the unskiifulnefs of Halcen’s generals, 
that prince was obliged to rai (e the rtege, and to em- 
ploy afterwards in his own defence thofe very forces 
which he had railed only to atrack his enemies. 

HASCEN, b of whom mention is now made, was fon 
to Muley Mahomet, who had thirty four 
X 5 3 1 - children by feveral wives. Although Mu- 

ley was the laft, as is pretended, or at lead 
one of the youngert, his mother, who was probably 
the favourite fulranefs, had fo great an afeendant over 
Mahomet, as to obtain a declaration from him in fa- 
vour of her fon, by which he appointed him his fuc- 
cefTor. This ambitious woman, to prevent him chang- 
ing his refolution, got him immediately poifoned. 
This crime was the firft rtep by which Hafcen art-end- 
ed to the throne ; and in order to maintain himlelf in 
it, he either murdered or put out the eyes of the great- 
ert part of his brothers or nephews. Arafchid, who 
was one of the eldcrt of his brothers, efcaped him : this 
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prince fled to Algiers for refuge, and implored the pro- 
tection of Barbarofta the corfair ; who hoping to make 
an advantage of their divifions, gave him a favourable 
reception : He even promiled him a powerful fuccour, 
but at the fame time gave him to undeftand, that as he 
was the grand feignior’s officer as well as vaflTal, he 
could not engage in that enterprise without his leave ; 
but that if he would agree to go with him to Conftanl 
tinople,he did not doubt but that that great prince and 
the whole Divan would approve of a war fo juft in it 
felf,and the feveral advantages of which, as well as the 
eafe with which it might be carried on, he promi/ed to 
reprefent to his highnefs. 

The Moorifh;prince, who was now at hislaft ftiifts, 
gave himlelf entirely up to his counlels. Barbarofta* 
who had his private views, carried him to Conftan- 
tinople ; where being arrived, the perfidious corfair, 
in a lecret audience which he obtain d of the grand 
feignioi\ reprefented to him, that it would be an eafy 
matter for him, by the help of the party, and the in- 
telligence which Arafchid held in Tunis, to feize up- 
on that city and the whole kingdom, and to annex it 
afterwards to his empire. Soiyman, greedy of glory, 
and to extend the bounds of his empire, was pleafed 
with his reafons. Accordingly he iftued out orders for 
the fitting out an extraordinary armament in all his 
ports ; fo that it was not long before they put to fea 
ninety gallies, and upwards of two hundred veiTels 
laden with ammunition and land forces. The grand 
feignior (hewed Aralchid the utmoft kindnels, who, at 
the fight of fo formidable an army, flattered himfelf 
that he ffiould re-enter Tunis, as it were in triumph. 
But when they were juft going to embark, Soiyman 
had him arrefted in the feraglio ; and the whole was 
executed with fo much fecrecy, that when they fet fail, 
the whole fleet imagined, that this unfortunate prince 
was on board the admiral, and in the general’s gal- 

This corfair had no fooner fet fail from Conftanti- 
nople, but the better to conceal his defignfrom the 

Vot. IV. D b kino- 

O 


3 § Hiftory of the Knights of M A L T A . 

king of Tunis, he flood for the coafl of Italy, ravag- 
ed the coafls of Apulia and Calabria, fpread the terror 
of his arms in Naples and Gayeta ; and after having 
raniack’d the towns and villages, made Haves of a 
numberlefs multitude of the inhabitants, and left the 
inoft dreadful marks of his fury in all places, he went 
through the Pharo of Medina , made the fame cruel ha- 
-vock along the coafls of Sicily, drew near to cape Paf- 
faro, as if he had intended to make a defcent there, 
and afterwards turn d fhort towards Africa ; when he 
landed near Goletta, and gave out that he brought back 
Arafchid. Then, in order to procure the favour ofthe 
garrifon of the fort, he faluted it with a difcharge of 
his artillery, but without ball; and having fent an offi- 
cer into the place, to demand of the governor for 
whom he held it ; 16 We are (reply’d the aga) the fer- 
<c vants of events ; and we fhall keep the place for 
€i that party in whofe favour fortune fhall declare her- 
i( felf, and for that prince, of the feveral competitors, 
i( whom fhe fhall make king of Tunis.” 

Barb ar oss a, who was not ignorant of the impor- 
tance of this place, it being the key of the kingdom, 
difpatched a mclTenger to reprefent to him, that the 
grand feignior had fent him to place the lawful heir up- 
on the throne of Tunis; that he had orders to attack 
and cut to pieces all fuch as fhould oppofe him in it : 
that he might fatisfy himfelf with his own eyes how 
formidable that prince was, and whether he was able 
to make head againfl it. The perfon who was entruff- 
ed with this negotiation, managed it fo artfully, and 
k new fo well how to intermix promifes with his threats, 
that the governor, perhaps bribed alio by confiderable 
Turns of money, delivered up the place to the corlair, 
who, leaving a ftrong garrifon in it, advanced up into 
the ports of Tunis. This city, the capital of a king- 
dom of the fame name, is fituated on the coafl: of Bar- 
bary to the North of Africa, between Tripoli and 
Algiers, at the point of the gulph of Goletta, and two 
miles from the Mediterranean, from whence one might 
difcoverthe ruins of the famous Carthage. 


The 
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The city of Tunis was faid to have confided at that 
time of upwards of twenty tboufand houfes, and was 
peopled in proportion ; but then it was barely walled, 
without any fortifications : and as it was commanded 
from feveral places on the weft fide, its whole ftrength 
lay only in the caftle, and the number of its inhabi- 
tants. 

Upon the approach of BarbarofTa’s army, and the 
reports they fpread of prince Arafchid’s being at the 
head of the Turks, 1 he people, who are ever greedy, 
and often ruined by the change of mafters, rofe and 
took up arms. Hafcen, who was afraid they would 
abandon him, came out of the caftle, endeavoured to 
quell the fedition, and reminded the mutineers of the 
fidelity which they had fworn to him ; and m order to 
draw them over to him, (looped fo low as to make 
even the moft grovelling intreaties. But whether it 
were from an abhorrence of his government, or out of 
compaflion for Arafchid, becauie he was unhappy, the 
people rejected with loud cries, and even contempt, 
all the rernonftrances and intreaties the king could 
make ; fo that this prince, fearing they ftiould attempt 
to murder him, or deliver him up to his enemv, im- 
mediately left the city, without fo much as once going 
back into the caftle, or carrying off his treafures with 
him. 

Mar mol 4 , in his defcription of Africa, relates, 
that that prince had owned to him, that in the great 
confufton, the approach of his enemies, and the revolt 
of his fubjetfs, had thrown him into, he, when he 
went down from the caftle into the city, had forgot 
a red velvet purfe, wfierein were two hundred diamonds 
of an extraordinary fize, and of an ineftimable value. 

He had no fooner left Tunis, but the inhabitants 
opened the gates to his enemies; when immediately 
BarbarofTa entered into it at the head of nine thoufand 
Turks, and made himlelf mafter of the caftle and the 
principal pofts of the city. The inhabitants receiv- 
ed him at firft with the higheft teftimonies <?f joy j 
H 2 but 
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but when they faw Arafchid did not appear, they began 
to miftruft the corfair,notwithftanding his telling them 
that he was confined on board his galley by ficknefs : 
and the fraud being at laft difcovered, the inhabitants, 
inftcad of taking an oath of fidelity to Solyman, as he 
required they fhould do, openly detefting the cor fair’s 
treachery, took up arms, and fell uj on his troops m 
order to force him to quit the city. But they had to 
deal with a captain, who, being a perfcd matter of the 
arts of war, had foreieen this revolution. Barbafolft, 
to keep in the people, commanded the artillery of the 
cattle, of which he was matter, to be fet a roaring ; 
and his foldiers made lb furious a difeharge of their 
muskets upon the inhabitants, that they, in order to 
put a flop to the maflacre, were foiced to acknowledge 
the grand feignior for their fovereign, and BarbarofTa 
for bis viceroy. 

This corfair, as skilful as he was valiant, after hav- 
ing employed his arms with Co much fuccefs to keep 
the people in fubje&ion, endeavoured to gain over the 
principal inhabitants by gentlenefs,and themoft engag- 
ing affability. He, by their means,, made an alliance 
with the Arabian peafants, feized upon mod of the 
cities that were higher up in the country, put garrifons 
into them ; and, being about to widen a canal to 
make Tunis a port, and to put it in a condition to re- 
ceive fhips of the greatett burthen, he employed the 
Chriftian Haves, of whom he had more than twenty 
thoufand in the city, for that purpofe, who opened 
the canal of Goletta, which runs from the fea into 
the lake on which the city of Tunis is fituated. 

Such was the ftate and condition of the coatts of 
Africa, and the provinces bordering upon Tripoli, when 
the grand matter arrived at Malta. This prince juftly 
considered, that it would be impoflible for the knights 
to maintain themfelves in Tripoli, without the alfitt- 
ance of forces, and a power fuperior to that of the or- 
der. Charles V. was the only fovereign in Europe, 
whom this enterpriie would any way concern; nor was 
any other able to oppole it. He had juft reafon to fear, 
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left this formidable corlair, after Co many conquefts, 
fhould endeavour to feize upon the kingdoms of Naples 
and Sicily, which would afterwards have given him 
the pofTcflion of Malta. So that the grand mafter, 
with the advice of the council, lent the commander 
Ponce of Leon, a grand crofs, to the emperor, in qua- 
lity of his embaffidor, to follicit him to fend fiich an 
army into Africa, as might be capable of maintaining 
the knights in Tripoli, and of putting a ftop to the far- 
prizing progrefs of BarbarofTa. 

The emperor received at the fame time, and upon 
the fame fubjeft, another embaffy from Muley Hafcen, 
at the head of which was a renegade Genoefe, named 
Ximaa, who was the captain of his guards. This re- 
negado, feeing his mafter dethroned, and without any 
hopes left of being able to recover his crown, advifed 
him to have recourfe to Charles V. a prince to whom, 
he laid, Barbarolfa was odious, and who would think 
it very honourable for him to reftore a monarch to his 
kingdom, who had been fo unjuftly deprived of it. 

Hascen entrufted the execution of the projedl to 
him who was the author of it. Accordingly the Genofe 
went to Madrid, and obtained an audience of the em- 
peror, who fearing left fome attempt fhould be made 
upon his kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, gave a favour- 
able hearing to both embaffadors. The affair was pro- 
pofed in council, and after its being examined 
before the emperor, by his minifters and his 1 535-. 
moft able generals, it was refolved a that the em- 
peror fhould carry his arms into Africa, as well as to 
fecure the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily agaiuft any 
invafion that the king of Algiers might make, as the 
palfige of the Spanifh feas into Italy where not to 
much as a trading or paffage-vefTel, thro 1 fear of the 
coriairs, durft appear, without running the risk of be- 
ing taken. 

Charles V. feemed to be well fatisfied with this 
refolution ; but before he employed force, this prince, 
who was the greateft politician of his age, and who 
^ 3 often 
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often diew greater advantages from hisfecret negotiati- 
ons than his arms, endeavoured to bribe Barbarofla, 
and to draw him off from Solyman. Accordingly he 
entrufted another Genoefe, Lewis Prefandes by name, 
with the whole management of this intrigue, whom the 
emperor furnifhing privately with a trading-veflel, he 
went with it to Tunis, under pretence of traffick, 
carrying at the fame time credentials, which inverted 
him with the character ofan embafTador. After having got 
himfelf introduced to BarbarofTa upon another pretence, 
he fhewed him his credentials, andpurfuanttohisinftruc- 
tions, propofed to him the concluding of a private alli- 
and with Charles V. and at the fame time offered him, 
in the name of that prince, to aflitt him, in order to 
make him ablolute monarch of all Africa, provided he 
would engage himfelf to hold afterwards fo glorious a 
monarchy, and render it tributary to the crown of 
Spain. By a fecond inttruftion, dire&ly oppofite to 
the firtt, this agent had orders to confer as fecretly as 
pofTible with certain inhabitants of Tunis, whole 
names had been given him, and whom Hafcen’s em- 
bafladors had faid to be inclined to favour his matter's 
interett, to lound them, to allure them of the fpeedy 
return of that prince at the head of an army, and to 
exhort them to take up arms in his favour as foon as 
he fhould appear at the gates of their city. 

But as this minitter was for carrying on two negoti- 
ations of fo different a nature at the fame time, he was 
foon fjfpe&ed. The whole intrigue was difcovered; 
and EarbarofTa, without regarding the right of nations, 
caufed the embafTador tobettrangled. The emperor fee- 
ing it would be impoflible for him to fucceed by the 
way of negotiation, refolved to fee what open force 
could do. Accordingly he fent back Hafcen's embaf- 
fador to his matter, to allure him, that he himfelf 
would go at the head of a powerful army, in order to 
reftore him to his throne ; and at the fame time he writ 
to the grand matter by an exprefs, to give him notice 
©f his defign, and to invite the knights to affociate with 
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him in an enterprize, which might be of great advan- 
tage to them, with refpetf to Tripoli. 

The grand matter no (ooner receiv'd his letter but 
he communicated it to the council; when it was re- 
solved, that the order fhould fumifli as many fliips for 
that expedition as it could poflibly allow. Accordingly 
the knights put to fea four of the largeft and bett equip- 
ed gallies, with 1 8 brigantines, all well armed ; not 
to mention the great carrack, which alone was more 
formidable, and did more lervice in this expedition, 
than a whole fquadron. A confiderable number of 
knights went on board thefe different (hips, and each 
knight carried two brave foldiers along with him in- 
ftead of fervants. The commander Aurelio Botigel- 
la, an antient lea-officer, was named for general of 
this ieparate fleet, and Anthony de Grolee, titular 
bailiff of Lan go, was to command the carrack and the 
land-forces. 

.Barbarossa, whom the defigns of the Chrittian 
princes could not pcffibly elcape, provided himfelf 
with arms, ammunition, and provifions, fummoned all 
the corfairs of the Levant about him, drew from Al- 
giers as many forces as were there, and diipatched fe- 
deral embaffadors to all the petty kings of Africa, to 
implore their aflittance, and to reprefent to them, that 
the lofs of Tunis would infallibly draw after it that of 
all Barbary His money did morefervice than the elo- 
quence of his negotiators ; and fending fome confider- 
able fums to be dittributed among the chiefs of the 
Arabians, he by that means obtained from them 1 5000 
men, all horlemen, who not valuing who they fought 
for, expofed their lives for a meer trifle, and made a 
mercenary trade of war. As for Charles V. he had 
got together a powerful fleet, confiding of near 300 
fail, with 25000 infantry, and 2000 horfe on board 
not to mention a confiderable number of volunteers of 
different nations, and of the firft houfes of Europe, who 
were defirous of fignalizing themlelves in the prefence 
of fo great an emperor* 
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The general rendezvous was in the port of Cagliari, 
a city of Sardinia, not above fixty leagues diftant from 
the coafts of Africa. , The emperor having received 
the reinforcement of the pope, and the order of 
Malta, let out from thence on the 13th of June, 1536. 
and arrived happily at Porto-Farina, anticntly 
called Utica, a city famous in the Roman hiftory for 
the death of the younger Cato. *Tis pretended, that 
BarbarofTa, hearing that the emperor commanded his 
army in perfon, laid to the officers who were about 
him ; u If* this prince, who has hitherto feldom made 
“ war but by his lieutenants, fhou Id acquire in this cam- 
" paign the only honour that is now wanting to com- 
“ pleat his glory, we mull refolve with ourfelves to 
“ lofe that which we have acquired with the price of 
“ our blood.” 

This pirate, who naturally imagined that the Chri- 
flians would begin their enterprife by attacking the fort 
ofGoletta, had, for that realon, thrown into it 6000 
of the braved: Turks in his whole army. Thele were 
commanded by Airadin and Sinan the Jew, the two fa- 
mous corfairs above mentioned, and in whom BarbarofTa 
had repoied the utmod confidence. He at the fame 
time fent the eunuch Azanga, another of his generals, 
with 30,000 Moors or Arabians, but all of them bow- 
men or arquebufiers, and the mod part on horfe-back, 
in order to harafs the Chrldians continually ; and as 
he fcrupled the fidelity of the Tunifians, he fhut him- 
felf up in that place with the flower of his troops. 

The emperor landed his army without oppofition, 
within cannon-fhot of the fort of Goletta : it was no 
more than a large fquare tower, but well-flanked, and 
litiiated about twelve miles from Tunis, at the mouth 
1 of the canal, by which the fea enters into the bafon, 
on the fide of which Tunis is built. This canal is a- 
bout the length of a crofs bow (hot, but fo narrow, 
that a galley can’t pals thro’ it but by drength of oars. 
BarbarofTa had built a bridge over this canal; and on a 
neck of land that lies between the fea and the tower of 
Goletta. lie raifed a rampart that difeovered all the 
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coafl, and defended thofe gallies which he had pofled 
out of the canal. 

The emperor’s generals pitched upon a fpot of 
ground which they thought the mod convenient for 
their encampment, and furrounded it with good lines, 
that were wide and deep, and ftrengthned at certain 
diftances with redoubts. The garrifon of Goletta, in 
order to interrupt thefe works, made frequent (allies, 
in which 300 Spaniards and 400 Italians were cut to 
pieces; at the fame time that the Moorifh and Arabian 
horfe were continually haraffing theChridian army, and 
came to skirmifh to the very head of their camp. The 
fortifications of the camp being finifhed, they now 
began to raife batteries, both againd the fort, and on 
that fide towards the open country ; the fire whereof 
was fo dreadful, and at the fame time without the lead 
intermiflion, that the Turks of the garrifon, as well as 
the Moors and Arabians who kept the field, did not 
dare to come near the emperor's camp again. 

This prince, who judly fuppofed, that after the tak- 
ing of this fortrefs, that of Tunis would fall of courfe, 
refolved,as loon as the breaches fhould be wide enough, 
to attempt a dorm. They battered the place at the fame 
time both by fea and land. 

Dor 1 a, who commanded the fleet, brought up 
his gallies by turns, and after one range had fired, an- 
other advanced in its place, and made its difcharge. 
The great carrackof the order was pofled as at the fiege 
of Coron, behind all the gallies ; but it was lo high- 
built, that it eafily fired over them all, and it made fo 
dreadfuland uninterrupted a fire, that it difmounted all 
the cannon of the tower. The commander Botigella, 
prior of Pifa, obferving, that the chief officer over the 
(laves in the gallies of the order, for fear of running 
a-ground, had given orders to raiie the oars out of the 
water, went to him fword in hand, and commanding 
him to make the crew ply their oars ; “ Wretch (fays 
il he to him) mud we be prevented from performing a 
(C brave exploit, for the lake only of preferving the 
<( hulls of two or three gallies The chevalier de 
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Converfa,an ableengineer ? diftinguilhed himfelf by an add- 
on that was ftill moredaring^ for he armed along bark 
with great guns, fill’d it with musketeers, and afterwards 
drove it up to the foot of the tower, from whence he 
fired upon all fuch Turks as prelented themlelves upon 
the breach ; and, whilft he was charging again on one 
fide, he dextroufly turned his bark about, and prclent- 
ed the other, which immediately fir’d. By thus work- 
ing of the (hip, he killed a great number of the infi- 
dels, who fired upon him from the artillery of the 
tower that was juft by, but without making any exe- 
cution. In fine, after having fired continually on all 
fides from midnight to noon, the emperor, before the 
Turks had time to repair the breaches, and make in- 
trenchments, commanded a general ftorm to be at- 
tempted. The knights agreeable to their prerogative, 
and the pofleflion they enjoyed of being always at the 
head of the attacks, were commanded to march at the 
head of that which was to be given on the fide towards 
the lea. The commander de Grolee, otherwife named 
the bailiff Paffim, who commanded the land-forces, 
put them on board barks and fiat velfels ; but as they 
drew near the fiiore,. thele boats run upon a fand. 
The chevalier Copier, of the houle of d’Hiers in 
Dauphine, who carried the ftandard of the order, was 
the firfl: who leaped into the water with his enfign. 
He was followed by all the knights, who, plunging in 
above the waift, advanced boldly fword in hand, got 
to the fh ore, and, in fpite of a fhower of musket-fhot, 
advanced to the ftorm. The Spaniards, fuftaihed by 
the Italians and Germans, attacked another place ; and 
in thele different attacks, the Chriftians, in lpite of the 
courageous defence of the Turks, forced the breaches, 
got to the bulwarks, and the top of the tower, and 
made themlelves mafters of it. But this viftory coft 
the order many of its braveft knights, and fcarce one 
of them returned back without wounds. As this tower 
had no outworks, they were immediately in the body 
$f the place ; and as the artillery had ruined all iti 

fortifica- 
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fortifications, theChriftians, after having fought an hour, 
got pofTeflion of it. 

Airadin and Sinan the Jew, feeing it would be in 
vain for them to refift, threw themfelves into the bafon, 
with the garrifon. They marched along the flats by a 
way which had been marked out with flakes, and arrived 
at Tunis, while others flopped at Arradez, a little city 
in the road from Goletta to Tunis. The Chriflians 
purfued, and killed great numbers of them ; and the 
emperor entered into Goletta, followed by 
king Hafcen ; when turning to that prince ; July 
“ Here (fays he to him) is the gate opened 1535. 

“ for you, thro’ which you will return into 
“ you dominions.” ’Tis pretended that they met in 
the port of this place with eighty feven gallies, galiots, 
and other rowing veffels, all of them armed ; ,befides 
upwards of three hundred pieces of cannon, moll of 
them brafs, a numberlefs multitude of muskets, crofs- 
bows, pikes, and fwords. Barbaroffa had made this 
fort his arfenal, whither he ufed to carry all his prizes 
and his booty, and till now, had always thought it im- 
pregnable. 

The emperor, after having allowed his troops fome 
time to repofe themfelves after their toil, gave orders 
for their marching towards Tunis. Notwithflanding 
that BarbarofTa was veryfenfible of the weaknefs of the 
place, and moreover very doubtful of the fidelity of the 
Tunifians, and more fo of the bravery of the Arabians, 
neverthelefs, as he was a man of prodigious courage, 
he refolved to attempt the fate of arms, to advance 
•forwards to meet the Chriflians, and rather give them 
battle, than fhut himfelf upinaplace that was but weak. 
But before he took the field, he held a great council 
of war; when having fummoned the chiefs of his army, 
as well Turks, Moors, as Arabians, he repreiented to 
them the fmall number of forces the emperor had in 
comparifon of his; that the braved of the Chriflians 
had loft their lives at the fiege of Goletta ; that the 
exceffive heats of the country, to which the European 
foldiers were not accuftomed, had thrown great num- 
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ers of them into a Tick and languifhing condition ; 
that they were in want of water, infomuch that the 
greated part of them died with third. He addcd,that 
the emperor’s camp abounded with immenfe riches ; 
that the Turns they would get for the rantom of the pri- 
foners they fhould make, would be full as confiderable ; 
« In fine (faid he to them) I promife you vidlovy, if 
“ you are defirous of conquering ; and the defeat of 
“ your enemies will fecure you an abundant for-une, 
“ your own fafety, and that of your wives and child- 
“ ren.” 

The anfvver they made him confided only in protefi- 
tations of an inviolable fidelity ; notwithdandin^ 
which, he yet difcovered in mod of their countenances, 
a certain air of inquietude and an impreffion of fear, 
which gave him no final 1 uneafinels : and as moreover, 
he was well acquainted with the fickle and wavering 
temper of the Africans, he held during the night-time 
a fecret council, compofed only of fuch Turks as ad- 
hered to his fate and fortune. He declared to them, 
that he was unhappily engaged in a place where he had 
three kinds of enemies, whom he had equally reafon to 
didrud ; that the Moors differed impatiently the Turk- 
ifh government, and would be glad to fee them all cut 
to pieces ; that Arabians who were fitter to make in- 
roads, than boldly to dand their ground in an engage- 
ment, would, at the fight of the lead danger, im- 
mediately give way : and that there were a&ually 
twenty two thoufand Chridians (laves imprifoned in 
Tunis, who would not fail to facilitate the entry of 
emperor’s forces, if they fhould meet with an oppor- 
tunity for that purpofe : that nothwithdanding their 
being fhut up every night in the cadle, yet it would be 
in the power of one traitor or renegado only, to open 
the gates of it, and render them maders of the city, 
during the time they fhould be engaged with the Chri- 
ftians ; but that he, in order to rid himfelf of that un- 
eafinefs, was refolved before he left that place, to cut 
all thofc flaves to pieces, without (paring fo much as 

one 


Peter du Pont Grand Mnjler. 4^ 

one. Devil-drivsr gave aloud his approbation 
of To inhuman a resolution, and maintained, 1535. 
that if they fpared the Haves % they would 
make them one day repent of their fal!e pity; and that 
ih fitch a conjuncture, the preserving of an enemy, who 
might afterwards deftroy them, would be acting in 
contradiction to all the maxims of poliev. But Sinan 
the Jew, to whom part of thefe Haves belonged, and 
v/ho made up the bulk of his polfeifions, oppofed this 
relolution. He represented to BarbaroSTa, that fo bar- 
barous an aCtion would draw upon them the odium of all 
nations ; that he, by that means, would alienate the af- 
feCtions of the Tunifians, who had either bought or 
taken the greated part of thofe Chriftians ; that he 
himfelf would lofe the ranfom of the mod confiderable, 
who were his property; that -after all they might, 
whenever they plealed, find an opportunity of making 
ufe of fo cruel a precaution ; that they Should referve 
that execution, till fuch time as they Should be brought 
to their lad Shifts ; whereas, if they Should happen to 
beat the emperor’s forces, the lofsthey Should fudain, by 
the over-hafty death of their Slaves, would poifon the joy 
that attends upon victory. J : 

Tho Barbarofla had not tiled to prefer moderation 
to violence, yet avarice, on this occafion, got the better 
of his' natural cruelty, and accordingly he contented to 
SuSpend the putting of the Haves to death ; but in order 
not to.be difappoimed in Satiating his vengeance upon 
them, in cafe he Should he overcome, he loaded them 
with frefh irons, gave orders hat they Should not be 
differed to dir out of the dungeon or priion where thev 
were Shut up, and lodged 'everal barrels of powder 
under it, to blow it up mto the air upon bis ciders. 
After this, he marched out at the head of his troop* to 
meet the emperor, and encamped in a plain at a league’s 
distance from Tunis, when both armies loon came un 
with one another. The Spanifh hidorians, to heighten 
the glory of Charles V. pretend, that Ba» baro/Ta’s army 
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confifted of no lcfs than 90,000 men. The reader may- 
judge whether this Le facl, by the ilfue of the battle, if 
we may give this name to a rout, in which, by the 
confeflion of thole very writers, the Chriftians loft but 
eighteen foldiers, and the infidels about 300. lie that 
as it will, the Arabians advanced atfnft to fight with 
intrepidity enough, and came on to the charge with 
great {bouts. But no fooner had they heard the roar- 
ing of the artillery, and flood the full; fire fromthe muf- 
kets, but thde troops, which had been ufed to fight 
only in wheeling about, immediately gave way, took to 
their heels, and di (appeared in an inftant ; and that 
which threw Barbarclfa into the utmoft confirmation 
was, that they drew the Moors and Tunifians along 
with them in their flight, who flocked into the city, 
with greater eagernels than they had gone out of it. 
The Arabian chiefs, as a handle that might be of ler- 
vice to them in making their court to Hafcen, after- 
wards boafted their having kept them in, and prevent- 
ed their fighting. Barbarclfa commanded a retreat to 
be founded ; and, after having rallied them, did not once 
reproach them, and only told them, that they fliould 
engage the Chriftians on the morrow. 

But he was very far from havingany fuch defign. As 
be was furrounded on all fides with open or lecret ene- 
mies ; the only reafon of his keeping up fo many troops 
was in order to fecure his retreat. He even concealed 
this refolution with the utmoft care from the Turks, 
who appeared to be his mod faithful friends ; but the 
eagernefs his people difcovered to draw his treafures out 
of the caftle, gave occafion to fome fufpicion; and the 
order he afterwards gave, to let fire to the powder that 
was lodged under the prilon of the Haves, made them 
no longer doubt of his relolves : but the ordinary mi- 
nifters of his cruelty had it not in their power to exe- 
cute fo horrid a feene of cruelty. There was at that 
time among the Daves a , a knight of the order, com- 
mander of Turin, hi other Paul Simeoni by name, 
whom Barbaiofia could never be prevailed upon to re- 
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leale, whatever ranfom the order could offer. He 
has been already mentioned, when we fpake of the 
Hland of Ero, which this knight, being but eighteen 
years old, defended with lb much bravery againfl all 
the enterprifes and attacks of the infidels. Simeoni, in 
this laflconjun<Hure, bribed two renegado’s, who were 
the Haves goalers, who being furniflied, by their atlilb- 
ance, with hammers and files, he knocked of} his chains, 
and helped to break thole of his companions 21 . They 
afterwards broke into the armory of the caHle, anned 
them.elves widi every thing that fidt came to hand, cut 
to pieces all (Itch of the Turkifh loldiers as had remain- 
ed in the caftle, made them elves mailers of it, and, 
after having barricaded the gates of it, and let a flrong 
guard in the principal places, the knight, who was at 
the head of the enterprife, went up to the .op of die 
cafile, and dilpla^ed a whhe flag, to give the Ch i t . 1 
army notice to come to their affillance. EirbarofTa, c- 
ing told that a great noife had been heard in the caHi*, 
ran thither, crying out, that they fhould open the gau s 
to him ; but was anfvvered only by the fire of their m i r - 
ket-fhor, and a fhower of Hones, which the flaves threw 
at him. Upon which he cried out, in the utrnofl tran- 
ftports of fury : “ All is loH, fince thofe dogs are ma- 
*'• Hers of the caHle and of my treafures. ,, He then 
immediately ran out of the city with Devil-driver , 
and as many Turks as he could get together ; and be- 
fore the emperor could have notice «fthis revolution, 
he fled, and got to the city of Bon, built near the an- 
tient Hippo b , a city famous for being the epifcopalfeat 
of St. Auflin,one of the fourfirft fathers ofthe church, 
and its oracle next to St. Paul, in all thole things that 
relate to celeflia! grace. 

Simeoni, having notice of the flight of thecorlairs, 
fent advice of it to the emperor, who immediately ad- 
vanced forward : The firH object that prefented itlelf 
before him, at his entrance into that place, was this 
E 2 knight, 

a Francifeo dc Mcdallino, and Vincent dc Cattara Giaftraga. 

b Hormifd. Epift. ad Poff. 
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knight, at the head of 6000 of his companions in flavery. 
Charles V. embracing him, cried out, u Brother 
“ knight, ble/Ted be for ever your courageous refoluti- 
u on, which has made you break your chains, has fa- 
u cilitated my conqeeR, and heightned the glory of 
“ your order. Simecni, loaded with honour, went 
on board thegallies of Malta, where he faluted the ge- 
neral and his brethren. But. the emperor’s forces and 
the Raves difperfed themfelves up and down the city, 
where they committed the moR unheard-of exceRTes of 
all kinds, that one would have thought the Chriftians 
had had a mind to gq beyond the mod: barbarous nati- 
ons in cruelty and iafeivioufnefs. The unhappy inha- 
bitants of both fexes luffered, in their perfons, and in 
thofe who were deareft to them, racks, and various 
kinds of torture, to force them to difeover their hidden 
treafures to their cruel conquerors ; and when they had 
extorted all they could from them, they afterwards 
malikcred them in cold blood. The young maidens 
were expoled to an infamy, Rill more odious and infup- 
portable than the moR cruel punifhments ; and when 
the ibldier was weary with butchering, or glutting his 
tnttilh luR, without any rcfpe<R to age, fex, or birth, 
he loaded with chains all fuch as fell into his hands. 
Young women of the greatcR beauty were torn from 
the arms of their mothers ; and the officers kept them 
as their own booty, to make them adminiRer to their 
moft infamous pleafures. 

Among thefe unfortunate Raves % was a young lady 
of exquifite beauty, of one of the nobleR houfes in the 
city, whole name was Ay fa. She fell to the lot of a 
Spanifh officer, who carried her into the camp, and 
put her in his tent, Muley Halcen meeting her tied, 
in a manner altogether unworthy her noble birth, be- 
ing moved to compaffion, and perhaps with a fenfation 
of a Rronger nature, Ropped her, and offered to pur- 
chafe her of her maRer. But the Mooriffi lady, who 
was naturally proud, overcome with rage and grief, 
Ipit in his face ; and cried out at the fame time, “ Be 
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u gon?, thou wicked and perfidious Hafcen, who t° 
“ recover a kingdom thou hadft no right to, had: fcarf 
i( daloufly betrayed thy country and thy nation/' Bu* 
this prince, on whom all this ulage could make no im- 
prefiion, going on to offer the officer very confiderable 
fuins for her ranfom, Ay fa, tranfported with fury, con- 
tinued to cry out, “ Be gone, I tell thee, I will not 
“ have a tyrant for my deliverer.” 

We are told, that above an hundred thoufand per- 
fons were either killed or made Haves ; many fell a 
facrifice to the fury of the foldiers; others, who thought 
to fly to the lands and the neighbouring deiarts, were iuf- 
focated by the excettive heat of thofe burning climates, 
and died of third ; and the number of prifoners, of both 
lexes, was computed to be upwards of forty thoufand. 
The emperor being matter of Tunis, reftored Muley 
Hafcen to his throne, but upon condition that he ffiould 
hold it of the crown of Spain; and as a pledge of his 
fidelity, he kept the fort of Goletta in his own hands, 
whole fortifications he repaired. By this treaty he ob- 
liged the Mooriffi prince to pay the garrifon of it, and 
to fend thither prince Mahomet, one of his children, 
with fome other lords of his court, in quality of hof- 
tages. After this the emperor began to prepare to fet 
out lor Europe ; but before he embarked, the 25th 
of July, being the day that the church celebrates the 
featt of St. James patron of Spain, this prince fo- 
lemnized the commemoration of it in his camp. After 
he had heard mafs there, which was lung to mufic, he 
dined on board the great gallion of Malta, called Ca- 
racca, where he was entertained by the knights with 
the greateft magnificence. The emperor's defign, after 
lie had fet fail, was to pals by Mehedia, a city of 
Africa, in order to make himfelf matter of it but 
there arole a violent tempett, which fcattercd his ffiips 
and gallies. At laft this victorious fleet,, after having 
patted through a great variety of dangers, came toTre- 
pano in Sicily. 

The grand matter fcnt a fplendid embatty to this 
city, to congratulate him upon the happy fuccefs of his 
E 3 arms. 
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arms. This prince anfwered, in the moft obliging 
manner, that he owed the beft part of it to the valour 
and courage of the knights ; and, that the order might 
be always engaged to adhere to his interefts, he be- 
llowed very rich prelents on the principal knights who 
had attended him in this expedition; and, by a frefh 
refcript, or grant, ordained, that the grand matter and 
the council fhould draw from Sicily, cuftom free, all 
the ammunition and provifions they fhould want. By 
another edidl, and a peculiar privilege, he declared, that 
no knight, under any pretence whatever, fhould en- 
joy, in the whole extent of his dominions, any pottef- 
fions belonging to the order, without the exprels per- 
miffion of the grand matter and council, and unlefs the 
the originals of thofe grants had been feen by his ma- 
jefty or his minitters, and regiftred in his council of 
ttate. 

The (quadron of the order returned happily into 
the ports of Malta ; but the joy of the knights was a 
little time after allayed by the death of the grand maf- 
ter, who had hardly enjoyed that great dignity a year. 
The order loft in him a worthy head, and a true reli- 
gious. He, during his adminiftration, had forbid the 
knights, under very fevere penalties, indulging them- 
felves in the cuftom, or rather the abufe which they 
had brought from Italy, of masking themfelves during 
the carnival; and he fubftituted, inftead of thele bac- 
chanals, tilts and tournaments, and leveral other mili- 
tary exercifes, which he made them confidcr as recre- 
ations much more fuitable to warriors. 

’Twas from the fame ftridlnefs of difeipline; and 
exadt obfervance of the ftatutes, that he refufed, in 
fpite of all the inftances the pope could make, to no- 
minate to a vacant commandery a young knight, in 
prejudice of his feniors. He told this pontiff by letter, 
that, upon his accefUon to the grand mafterfhip, he had 
taken the moftfolemn oaths, as well as all his predecef- 
fors, to obferve the ftatutes of the order, and that he 
befought his holinefs to difpcnfe with his violating fo 
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/acred an obligation, which he had contra&ed at the 
foot of the altars, and on the holy go/pels. 


Didier de St. Jaille, prior of Thouloufe, one 
of the mod generous defenders of 
Rhodes, of whom mention has been Didier de 
made in the relation of thatdege, fuc- Sr. Jaille, 
ceeded Peter du Pont. He, in like 1536. 
manner as his predecefTor, was eledl- 12th Nov. 
ed in his abfence. The chevalier de 
Bourbon fucceeded at the fame time, by the death of 
brother Peter de Cluis, to the grand priory of France. 
The fird ufe the new prior made of the riches annex- 
ed to his priory, was to give orders for the making of 
a fumptuous piece of tapedry ; in which, on a ground 
of filk heightned with gold, was feen the pictures of 
all the grand maders,* drawn to the life, and after ex- 
cellent originals, which had been brought from Rhodes: 
and as foon as fo rich and curious a piece of furniture 
was finifhed, he fent it to Malta, and confecrated it, to 
adorn the principal church in that ifland. 

These marks of the liberality and difmteredednefs 
of the knights were not at that time uncommon in the 
order. The greated part of the commanders, particu- 
larly fuch as were inveded with the principal dignities 
of the order, ufed gcneroufly to confecrate all the reve- 
nues of them in fitting out armaments againd the infi- 
dels. The greated part of them fought rather for the 
glory than the profit which might accrue to them 
from their prizes ; and we may affirm, that there were 
in all times more knights out at fea than on fhore, and 
redding on their commanderies. They were often 
feen returning into the port of Malta, dragging after 
them the vedels and gallies of the infidels, out of which 
they immediately delivered the Chridian flaves of diffe- 
rent nations ; and thefe Chridians, after the recovery 
of their liberty, carried back into their refpeclive coun- 
tries, the tedimony and remembrance of the zeal and 
valour of the knights. 
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Among thefe illuftrious perfonages, each of whom 
would merit a particular hiftory, was reckoned Boti- 
gella, prior of Pifa, and general of the gallics; George 
Schilling, grand bailiff of Germany ; Grolee, bailiff of 
Lango ; James Pelloquin, the grand mailer’s lieute- 
nant ; Leo Strozzi, prior of Capua ; Chaieau-Renaud, 
marfhal of the order ; the commander Pari lot de la 
Valette ; and a great many others, whole names are 
mentioned in the memoirs of the order. 

But no one at that time had rendered himfelf more 
formidable to the corfairs than the prior of Pifa, who 
was. continually out at fea. Not a fingle corfair durft 
come near the coafts of Sicily and Malta, but he was 
immediately Inapt up ; and fo great was the number 
of prizes he made that year, that the corfairs gave out, 
he had a familiar demon, in the fhape of a dog, on board 
his galley, who gave him notice of the day of their 
departure from the coafts of Africa, and the places 
where he might meet with them. Time had Icarce 
ever produced a general, in whom was united fo per- 
feft a knowledge in fea affairs, with fo intrepid a bra- 
very: he fell upon all he met, whether weak or ftrong; 
and, without having any regard to any reprifals that 
might be made, hanged all fucli renegadoes as fell in- 
to his hands ; and being, fevere in command, he re* 
quired the fame bravery in his knights, of which he 
gave them an example: nor was he lefs drift in the 
obfervance of military difeipline ; and after an expe- 
dition, in which he had made very confiderable pri- 
zes, certain knights having made bold with fome of 
the plunder, he had them put under an arreft, and con- 
fined them, for a long time, as ufurpers of the property 
of the order. He was but jufl returned into the port 
of Tripoli, when they difeovered about dusk, and from 
the top of the tower, three large galliots fleering to- 
wards the ifland of Gerbes ; upon which the captains 
of the galliots immediately defired leave to go out of 
the port, and give them battle : u Don’t you perceive, 
i( replied that able Teaman, that if they fhould happen 
“ to fee you, the night, which is coming on, will fa- 
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“ vour their efcape before you can have time to come 
u up with them ? Let them continue their courfe at 
u this time, but they fhall not be got to fuch a dif- 
Ci tance, but I will be up with them by day-break.” 
And indeed, no fooner was night come, but lie failed 
out of the port with three gallics, and flood forGer- 
bes, as well as the darknefs would allow. It was 
fcarce day break when he difcovered thole gallies,wh'o 
were failing in company ; upon which he immediate- 
ly began to give them chace. The corfairs feeing 
themfelves purfued, feparated ; and one of the galliots 
endeavoured to gain the coafls of Barbary; but a gal- 
ley, called the Corntie , or the Horned Galley , intercept- 
ing it in its courfe, was foon up with it, and the 
knights, with fabre in hand, attempted to board her. 
Immediately- the Turks, who were in great numbers 
in that fhip, threw themfelves on that fide which the 
knights were for attacking: their too eager hafte, and 
the great number of men, who were all got to one fide, 
occafioned their deffruftion ; for the galliot being o- 
verfet, funk to the bottom, in the fight, and to the great 
regret of the knights, who were more afflidted for the 
death of the Chriflian flaves that were drowned on that 
occafion, than the lofs of a prize, which could not pof- 
fibly have efcaped them. The fecond galliot met with 
almoft the fame fate, which the knights endeavoured 
to board ; and as it was manned with a great number 
ot Turks, they did not avoid fighting, but turned the 
P^ow againft the galley of the order. On both fides 
a numberlefs multitude of furious difeharges were 
made, which difabled a number both ofChriflians and 
Turks. The pilot of the infidels, being more dextrous 
than that of the order, prefented a broadfide, and af- 
ter having difeharged a frefh volley of arrows, flood 
off to fea : but general Botigella, who had referved 
kimfelfto fuccour that galley which fhould be the mofl 
vigoroufly attacked, oppofed the going off of the gal- 
liot, and came up with it prow againfl prow. The 
combat was now renewed with recruited fury ; the 
Courfter , or great gun, and the muskets, made a fu- 
rious 
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rious di/charge on both fides ; the battle was maintain- 
ed for a long time with equal advantage ; victory fhift- 
ed Tides alternately more than once. The corfairs, 
who were Teamen that had been brought up in the 
midft oT fire, and the fury of arms, fought with intre- 
pid fury. They more than once flattered themfelves 
with the hopes of forcing the wale of the galley, and 
obliging the knights, who defended it, to give way : 
but they were oppofed with a let of intrepid men, who 
had ever been fearlefs of danger. This courageous 
body of foMiers threw themfelves, (word in hand, in- 
to the galliot, at the Tame time that the loldiers of the 
Cornue, or horned galley, forced another part, and 
joined the Toldiers of the admiral galley. *Twas now 
not fo much a combat, as a general maflacre • r he Chri- 
ftian foldiers gave no quarter, but, hurried on by a 
thirft after booty, fo great a number of them flung 
thernfelves into the (hip, that, whether it were the pro- 
digious weight of thole who entered it, and who were 
all on one fide, or that it had fprung a leak during the 
engagement, it funk to the bottom ; when the victo- 
rious, confounded with the vanquiflied, met with a 
like fate, and perifhed even in the midfl of victory. 

The larged of the galliots, commanded by Scan- 
der, a famous corlair, and by another rais, or captain, 
did his utmofl to reach Zoara, thirteen miles diftant 
eaftward from the ifland of Zerbe, orGelfey. But the 
chevalier Parifot de la Valette, captain of one of the 
gallics, and the worthy companion of Botigella, pue- 
lued him fo dole, that the Turks could not avoid 
fighting. This new engagement was as bloody as the 
former : Scander fought like a man who had ever 
been fearlefs of death, and who did not value being 
cut to pieces, provided he came off but with viClory. 
The commander de la Valette, at the head of the 
knights of his galley, and expofed to the arrows of the 
enemy, received two wounds with an arrow during 
the heat of the engagement, which prevented his per- 
ceiving it; but fome time after a musket ball {battered 
his leg to pieces, and threw him upon the deck. Not- 
wit h- 
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withftanding his diftrefs, and his being half dead, he 
yet did not abate any thing of his ufual courage, and 
his ardent thirft of vidtory. The knights and fbldiers, 
animated by his cries, puttied the infidels with fo much 
intrepidity, that they forced their way into their flips. 
Here they were forced to come to a lecond engagement- 
the Turks had rallied theraihlves about the marts, and 
they began to fall on a frefh. Thele Barbarians, being 
” . through defpair, and animated by the example of 
their officers, fought with incredible fury ; and, though 
reduced to a (mail number, they yet forced the Chrilfi- 
an S to abandon their (hip, and, after having dilingaped 
themlelves from the cramp irons, with which they had 
been fattened to the gallies, they, in fpite of all the 
eitorts of the knights, Hood off to lea, and (leered to- 
waids Zoara. They were got pretty near it, when 
the knights, who failed after their prey, came up with 
theim The fight was of new renewed, which was now 
the third time of engaging ; but they were no more on 
an equal footing ; for the Turks having lort the greateft 
part of their foldiers and Tailors, there lcarce remained 
luffiaent to manage the ffiip; and the few that furviv- 
ed, feeing the ffiore at hand, threw themlelves into 
the lea, in order to reach it. But as a great number 
of them were wounded, the major part of them were 
drowned, among whom were two rais, or captains. 
Immediately the knights made themlelves matters of the 
galliot, whence they delivered 200 Chriftians : the 
ui ks were chained down, and the renegadoes hang- 
e . After which Botigella returned with triumph in- 
to the port of Tripoli with his prize. 

T his fuccefs, and the continual war which the 
knights maintained againft the African Turks, both 
by lea and land, determined thele Barbarians to drive 
them, n poffible, out of Tripoli. The pirate Airadin, 
ord of T agiora, being chielly interefted in this war, 
too.cupon hnmelf the execution of this enterprize; and 
accordingly got together as many forces as he could 
10m agioia, Gienzor, and d’Almaya, the rendezvous 
being, at the tower of the Alcayd. He lint out in the 

night- 
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night-time, and at day-break attempted a fcalado at 
thole parts of the wall of Tripoli which he thought 
lead defended. He hoped to furprile the knights : but 
George Schilling, grand bailiff of Germany, who com- 
manded in Tripoli, having advice lent him by his (pies, 
which he kept in Tagiora, was under arms with the 
whole garfilbn ; and no fooner did the Turks appear, 
but they were briskly plied with fire works, boiling 
oil, and hones ; at the lame that the artillery, and the 
musketeers of the place, fired inceffantly on thole who 
were furtheft off, and who fuftained thole who were at 
the head of the attack. Although Airadin faw plainly 
that he was difeovered, he yet fought on with the fame 
bravery and refolution. His troops, after bis example, 
made the mod furprifing efforts to get to the top of the 
wall ; but it was lined with a good number of intre- 
pid knights, who were fearlels of death and wounds. 
Many died by the arrows and musket fliot of the infi- 
dels. The Barbarians loft a greater number of men ; 
but their places were immediately filled up by the great 
number of forces they had brought along with them 
For this expedition ; whereas the knighrs, on the con- 
trary, who at that time were no more than forty in 
number, with a weak garrifon, drew no fuccour but 
fiom their courage, which even (eemed to increale, in 
proportion as their forces diminifhed. The grand bai- 
liff in particular ran up and down to thole places where 
the attack was warm ft, and was feen at all of them 
almoft at the fame time. Airadin, for his part, did not 
omit one of the duties of a worthy commander, and, 
more by his example than his words, drew on his lol- 
diers, and did his utmoft to get to the top of the wall; 
but this general having been knocked off his ladder by 
a ball, his foldiers found it a very difficult matter to 
get him out of the ditch into which he was fallen. The 
Turks thinking him dead, loft all then* courage ; they 
all made off, and left at the foot of the walls a great 
number of foldiers who had been killed there. 

TnEg’-and bailiff, after their retreat, di (patched a 
brigantine to Malta, to give the grand mafter’s lieute- 
nant 
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iiant and the council advice of the enterprise of Aira- 
din ; by his letter he repre/ented to them, that as Tri- 
poli was without baftions and bulwarks, it would have 
been impoffible for it to have held out again ft an army 
that fhquld have befieged it in form; that they were 
even daily cxpofed to be furprifed in the fame manner, 
and that in order to prevent it, and to drive the inndcls 
from its neighbourhood, it would be neceTary for 
them to raze the tower of the Alcayd, which held the 
place inverted and blocked up on that fide, and hin- 
dered the Chriftians from trading with the Moors and 
Arabians, the inhabitants of the country, who were 
as great enemies to the Turks and corfairs as the 
knights. 

The council approved this enterprife, and appoint- 
ed the commander Botigella, prior of Pifa, and gene- 
ral of the gallies, to head it. Accordingly he imme- 
diately put to fea with 500 knights, and about 700 
foldiers, which the order kept in conftant pay at Mal- 
ta ; and the bailiff Schilling, governor of Tripoli, 
treated at the fame with fome Cheques , or Arabian lords, 
who, in confideration of a certain fum agreed upon 
between them, furnifhed him a body of horfe. Boti-' 
gella having landed his forces at Tripoli, took thither 
what artillery he thought he fhould ftand in need of, 
and had it drawn by his flaves and the crew of his gal- 
lies, almoft up to the tower he intended to befiege ; 
when, without flaying to open the trenches, he firfl 
raifed his batteries, and contented himfelf with cover- 
ing them with gabions. Airadin, at the noifeefthis 
attack, ran thhher from Tagiora with what forces he 
had about him : but when he was got to the town of 
Adabus, which was not above three miles diftant from 
the tower, he found himfelf flopped by the knights, 
who were at the head ofthe Arabian horfe. A. i radii/, 
not finding himfelf ftrong enough to attack a body that 
was lined with 150 knights, contented himieffwith 
making a few light skirmifhes, which gave opportu- 
nity to about 60 Turks to throw themiclves in o the 
place. Notwitbflanding this fuccour, gcnezal Bo- 
\ o L. I P tigvlla 
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tigella battered it continually ; but perceiving that bis 
artillery did not make To quick execution as he could 
have v/ifhed, he Tent for the wales or bends from his 
gallies, which he employed as mantlets , or a movable 
pent-houfe; and being covered by thisfence,he brought 
up the miners to the foot of the wall, which he blew 
up. Immediately the knights advanced up to the 
breach, which they found undefended ; for the great- 
eft part of the corfairs had been buried under the ruins 
of the mine. Such as had elcaped, ftill ftunned with 
the nolle, feeing the knights mafters of the breach, and 
with their fwords drawn, threw down their arms. Bo- 
tigella immediately razed the tower ; and whilft the 
crew of the galley, and other flaves, were employed at 
this work, he advanced at the head of his little army 
towards Adabus, where Airadin was intrenched. He 
drove him from thence, abandoned the plunder of this 
town the Arabians; and, after having left in Tripoli a 
fuflicient bod}* of troops to reinforce the garrifon, he 
reimbarked to return to Malta. In his courle he met 
a great galeon that was coming from Egypt, freighted 
with rich merchandize, commanded by a famous Tur- 
kilh captain called Ardor. Botigella made diredtly to* 
wards him with his gallies, came up with him, and, in 
fpice of all the lire of his cannon, the knights immedi- 
ately hoarded him, leaped into the Turkifh veflel with 
their drawn fabres, and made them (elves mafters of it. 
Two hundred Turks were made prifoners and flaves 
on this occafion, and the prize was valued at 160,000 
crowns ; after which, the fortunate Botigella, who 
juftly deferved to be always fo, returned into the port 
of Malta. The commander James de Pelloquin, the 
grand mailer's lieutenant, the greateft part of the lords 
of the council, and as many knights as were on the 
ifland, were at the port to receive him at his landing. 
As they had been informed of the happy fucccfs of his 
expedition, lie was publicly prailed, and congratu* 
lated upon that account ; and all this illuftrious body 
tef foldiers led him, as it were, in triumph to the church 
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of St. Laurence, where he went to return thanks to 
God for the happy fuccefs of his arms. 

They were dill full of thole 6rd emotions of joy, 
which the happy return of general Botigella gave the 
convent, when various accidents threw them into a ge- 
net al condernation. A young novice, who afpired to 
the chaplainfhip of the order, robbed the image of our 
lady of Phiiermos, which had been brought from 
Rhodes, of the pearls and precious dones with which 
it had been adorned. Some days after, an Englifh 
knight, being didra&edly in love with a Mahefe wo- 
man, in the tranfports of rage and jealouly, dabbed 
her with his own hand, upon very flight fufpicions. 
The grand mader’s lieutenant had the thief and the 
murderer lei zed ; and after their being condemned by 
the lecular judges of the ifland, they were carried at a 
mile didance from the port, when, being put into lacks, 
they were thrown alive into the fea. 

To thele misfortunes lucceeded another, that was a 
fubjetd of no lefs afrli&ion to the whole body of the or- 
der. The chevalier de Varennes Nagu, commander 
of Trebous, arriving at Malta on the 10th of October, 
brought thither the fad news of the death of the grand 
mader de St. Jaille, who having let out from his prio- 
ry of Touloule, in order to go to the con- 
vent, fell (ick at Montpelier, where he 26. Sept, 
died on the 26th of September. The next 1536. 
day they met to chute him a fuccefl'or. E- 
very one imagined, that the commander Botigella, or 
the lord de Grolee, otherways called the commander 
Paflim, bailiff of Lango, would be ele&ed to that dig- 
nity ; both of them being antient knights, who, by 
their lervices, their brave actions, and a lingular piety,, 
had deferved fo well of the order, and of alb Chi id - 
endorn. 

But a cabal, which was earned on by the cheva- 
lier Garcia Cortez, who happened to be at that time 
the ek'&ing knight, turned the majority of voices in 
F 2 favour 
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favour of the commander Jo hn d’CLmedes, of the 
language of Arragon, and bailiff of 
? John Capla. This bailiff had pro mi fed him 
i> Omedes. along time before to procure him his 
bailiwick, provided he fhouhl come to 
the grand mafterfhip by his means, The cunningSpa- 
niard, being a man of intrigue, and who law that the 
promotion of his rriend would pave the way to his 
own, made a merit, to the fixteen ele&ors, of a wound 
and the lofs of an eye, which d’Omedes had furtained 
daring the fiege cf Rhodes : probably alio the fubtle 
Spaniard, without infilling too much upon a wound, 
which is often an ambiguous mark of bravery, might 
have been artful enough to take advantage of the Tli- 
periority which the knights of his nation, by the help 
of the emperor’s power, had at that time in the affem- 
bi;es of the order. Be that as it will, no fooner was 
the ele&ion of d’Omedes publiihed, but the great' ft 
part of the 360 knights, who compofed the alfernhly, 
appeared in the highefb conitej nation. The ill omens 
they prefaged upon the government of the eledt, were 
afterwards verified by an ad mi nitration that was fclf- 
iiiterefted, partial, and even extremely harfh aud ri- 
gorous. 

'The illuftrious Botigclla, fo worthy of that high 
employment, was thrown afide, and did not keep even 
that of commander, or general of the gallies, with 
which Leo Strozzi, prior of Capua, was afterwards in- 
verted. He was a young lord of one of the firft houfes 
of Florence, a near relation to Catherine of Medicis, 
queen of Fnfnce, and on whom pope Clement VII. 
his uncle, at the fame time that he gave him the habit 
of the order, had bellowed that dignity, of which he 
was adlually in pofTdfion at the time of his being railed 
to the fovereign pontificate. 

The young prior, who had been made a captain 
before he had been a foldier, had firrt fought under the 
famous Andrew Doria, the emperor’s general: the firll 
efifay he made in his command, was at his being, with 
four gallies of the order, at the taking of twelve others 

com- 
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commanded by a Turk, whole name was Ali Zelif, a 
great leaman, and commander of that iquadron. Do- 
ria had 34 gallies, befides thofe of the order ; and 
meeting the infidels in the channel of Corfu, he attack- 
ed them with that confidence which he had juftly en- 
tertained from the fuperior number of his gallies: but 
he experienced on that occafion, that nothing is fupe- 
rior to a refoiute courage. Ali had a great number of 
Janizaries on board his gallies, with orders to transport 
them * into Dalmatia, where Solyman was getting to- 
gether a body of forces. Thefe foldiers gave the moft 
filming marks of bravery, and fought like men who 
were refolved not to furvive their defeat. They level- 
led the fury of their arms chiefly upon the knights, 
their antient and eternal enemies ; and two Turkifh 
gallies, one of which was the admiral, hive (led the ad- 
miral galley of Malta. The firft kept clo.e to the 
prow, and the other prefented her fide, and a cruel 
and bloody combat enf'ued. The Turks attacking the 
knights very bfiskly, feveral of that order, and among 
the reft Conftans Opert, one of the principal officers 
on board the admiral galley, loft their lives in the brave 
oppofition they made againft the Turks, who endea- 
voured to throw themfelves into this galley. Fortune 
feemed to favour them on that fide ; and they would 
perhaps have carried off the admiral galley, had not 
the prior of Capua, in this danger, commanded a cuj- 
verine to be levelled againft that galley, which lay 
long fide by it This faved the admiral : for the Tur- 
kifh galley being (truck in her keel with that fingle 
ffiot, was immediately filled with water, and funk to 
the bottom. The knights having thus got rid of an 
enemy on that fide, turned all their force againft the 
Turkifh admiral galley. The combat being upon a more 
equal foot, became at the fame time more bloody. ’The 
knights and Turks, with the defign of making them- 
felves mailers of the oppofite admiral galley, threw 
themfelves reciprocally upon each other’s weapons. 
At length the knights feemed to have gained (ome ad- 
vantage over the infidels ; they forced the Janizaries, 
F 3 and 
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and threw the in (elves in crowds, with their drawn 
lab res, into their galley. The Turks, being recover- 
ed from the prodigious furprife which Co violent an 
attack had thrown them into, renewed the combat 
with recruited fury. The foldiers, tranfported with 
rage, would neither give nor take quarter. No looner 
one dropped, but his place was immediately filled up 
by another. Though the knights had cut rnoft of the 
Turks to pieces, they were not yet mailers of the gal- 
ley, and the few infidels that furvived, fought lels to 
fave their own lives, than to take away thole of fome 
knights. They all fuffered themfclves to be cut to 
pieces to the laft man ; and, what had been fcldoni 
feen in thele kind of engagements, the prior took his 
galley, without making fo much as a fingle prifotier. 

The infidels, who were in the other gallics, difeo- 
vered no leis courage and intrepidity: notwithstanding 
the great odds in the number of the (hips, and though 
they were furrounded with 38 Chriftian gallies, they 
yet fought with as much refolution as thofe of the ad- 
miral galley. At lull the Chriftians forced victory to 
declare berfelf in their favour ; but they bought it at a 
very dear price ; and not to mention a great number 
of loldiers, they loft in it Anthony Doria, one of the 
general officers, the chevalier Copez, and a great 
number of others of the fame order, who were either 
wounded, or loft their lives in this engagement. 

The emperor’s general having notice iliat ten French 
gallies were let fail from the port of Marfeilles, to car- 
ry an embaffador of Francis I. to Conftantinople, lay 
under cape Pafiaro, in order to furprile them. The 
general of the order, that he might ob r erve an exa<ft 
neutrality between thefe princes, drew off from the 
body of the fleet. He employed this interval in fcouring 
the coafts of Calabria, and gave chace to two great galiots, 
and a cor fair foift, of which he made himfclf mafter, 
and delivered 400 Chriftians out of flavery, whom he 
carried into the port of jVJalta, with the jrifoneis he 
had made. The whole body of people ran to con- 
gratulate him upon the happy fuccefs of his firft arms. 
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and drew the mod happy prefages from thence ; which 
he afterwards verified by the great actions he performed, 
both in the ocean and in the mediterranean. Scarce 
had this young general difarmed his Ihips, when he 
heard, that Philip Stroz2i his father had been taken 
pri loner in an engagement by youngCofmo of Medicis, 
duke of Florence ; that this prince had caufed him to 
be carried into that city, loaded with irons, and that 
they were actually at that time prolecuting him as a 
criminal of date, and a rebel. The prior of Capua, 
in the deeped affliction at this dilinal news, begged 
the council to difmils him ; which-having obtained, he 
hired a brigantine at his own expence, and immediate- 
ly let fail for Italy. 

For the better underdanding of this hidorical inci- 
dent, which will have a very great influence on all we 
have occafion to mention hereafter concerning the pri- 
or, who was one of the greated captains of his age, 
the reader mud recoiled the leveral paflages in the fore- 
going book relating to the war which the emperor 
Charles V. had made againd pope Clement VII. of the 
houle of Medicis During this war, and the imprifon- 
ment of this pontiff, the citizens of Florence had divid- 
themfelves into two parties ; the one who adhered to 
the houle of Medicis, was for railing it to the throne, 
and abfolute monarchy : the other maintained the an- 
tient form of government, and was for maintaining 
their liberty, and a republican adminidration. As 
long as pope Clement and the emperor continued 
at variance, this lad prince lided publicly with the 
republicans ; they relied entirely upon his protection, 
and the Medicis had been drove from Florence, as 
tyrants, and enemies of the public liberty. 

But the emperor, whole refolutions varied with his 
intered, being reconciled with the pope, the confidence 
of the Florentines abated, and their liberty was very 
much endangered. By the treaty made between the 
pope and Charles V. the Medicis were to be redored in 
Florence, to all the dignities and polfdTions they had 
enjoyed before their banilhment ; and by a fecret ar- 
ticle, 
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tide, «the emperor had engaged him/elf* to eftablidi 
Alexander de Medicis, badard Ton of Laurence duke 
of Urbino ; or, according to others, Ion to Clement 
him (elf, prince, and perpetual governor of that republic. 
This was tire caufeof the huge, which the troops of the 
pope and emperor, in concert, carried on before that 
place ; and after having made themielves matters of it, 
that they might not terrify the republican party, the 
emperor would have the new prince take upon him 
no more than barely the title of governor of the repu- 
blic of Florence. But Alexander, who was too young 
to preferibe bounds to his ambition, and feeing him (elf 
afterwards the emperor's fon-indaw, by his marriage 
with Margaret of Audria, natural daughter of that 
prince, affe&ed mightily the majedy of kings, and 
governed this (late with an haughtinefs and independ- 
ence, which rendered him odious, not only to his fel- 
low-citizens, but even to his very relations. Upon 
which a dangerous confpiracy was formed againd the 
life of this prince, at the head ot which was Philip 
Sirozzi, husband of ClarifTa of Medicis, and fitter to 
pope Leo X. and he had the art to engage in the lame 
plot Laurence of Medicis, coufin to the governor his 
next heir, and even his favourite. Perhaps, befides the 
motive and pretext of defending the public liberty, he 
might have had an eye to that great llicceflion, and was 
more an enemy to the prince than to the principality. 
Be that as it will, this perfidious wretch, who admini- 
dred to all the pleafures of duke Alexander, pretending 
he had appointed him a rendezvous with a Florentine 
lady at his houfe, got him thither, and dabbed him. 
But indead of feizing upon the palace, and exciting 
the people by the hopes, and the fpecious bait of liberty, 
to take up arms in his favour, trouble, adonifnment, and 
fear, fucceeded to fo cruel an adion. He fled, and the 
partizans of the houfe of Medicis, recovering from their 
furprife, and being unable to fupport themlelves with- 
out a head, filled up the dignity of duke Alexander 
with Cofmo de Medicis, tho* of a didant branch, a 
youth fcarce dxteen, yet of a judgment vadly fuperior 

to 
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to his years, and who, in fo delicate a junfbre, dis- 
covered as much courage as ambition. He was Ion to 
John of Medicis, one of the mod famous captains of 
Italy, and of Mary Salviati, a woman as much cele- 
brated for her noble extraeflion, as for her wiidom and 
conduit. This lady, ever fince the death of John of 
Medicis, had lived in widow-hood with great aufterity, 
and, fhutting heilelf up in her houle, had employed all 
her thoughts In the education of young ColTno. Upon 
the firft news file had of their delign to advance, her 
foil to the dignity which duke Alexander had enjoyed, 
whether it were maternal tendernefs inlpired her with 
fear, when die thought of his filling up fo dangerous a 
poft j or that, as loins hidorians have advanced, that 
generous woman preferred the liberty of her country 
to the aggrandizing of her fon, Ihe employed her tears 
and intrcatics to d lFuade him from accepting it. But 
Coiino, either more refolute, or more ambitious, with- 
out lidening to her remon (trances, abandoned hhnielf 
to the partizans of his houfe By their credit, he was 
acknowledged for governor of the common-wealth in 
a public allembly: and the emperor, having notice of the 
fatal death of his fon-ni-law, confirmed this diipofition. 
Cofmo took the reins of government into his hands; 
and, tho* fo young, conducted himfelf with lb much 
prudence, that it would not be eafy to determine, 
whether he was mod indebted to his skill, or his good 
fortune, for the principality of Florence. 

Strozzi, and the Partizans for a republican govern- 
ment, feeing the Medicis party prevail in the city, 
withdrew out of it, and gave out leevet commiffions for 
the levying of forces, to enable themfelves to return 
into it (word in hand. They flattered themfelves, that 
young Cofmo, bulled with tlib cares of his infant go- 
vernment, would not lo loon be able to pnrfue them. 
But this prince, who had faithful Ipies in all their ca- 
bals, foon had notice of their armament ; and, in order 
that they might not have time to increafe ir, he went 
out of Florence at the head of his friends, and the 
(landing forces of the government ; and llrcngthnec! 
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by the authority of the laws, of which he himlelf was 
the depofitory, he marched direftly again!! the Strozzi, 
who were publicly profcribed by the magiltracy. 
Both parties met near Marono, a village not far from 
Florence, andfoon engaged ; but ’twas rather a rout 
than a battle. The greateft part of the conipirators, 
fearing to fall into, the hands of their enemies, took to 
their heels. Strozzi, and a few faithful -friends, who 
were relolved not to abandon him, Hood their ground, 
and fought like delperadoes, who were refolved to be 
cut to pieces ; but they were dilappoimcd. Colino, 
whom it fo nearly concerned to have the moll exadt 
account of the forces, and thefecret correfpondence of 
that party, had given orders that their lives fliould be 
fpared, in wlvich he was obeyed, for they contented 
them fives with furrounding them ; when being dif- 
armed, they were immediately put in irons, and were 
carried into the prifons in Florence ; after which they 
began to pro/ecute them. 

' Fwas on fuch difinal news, that the prior of Capua 
fet out from Malta for Italy, to labour at the procuring 
of his father’s liberty. But being arrived at Naples, 
he was inforfned, that he had killed himlelf in prilon 
during his confinement ; whether it were to avoid the 
ignominy of his execution, or, as fome hiftorians have 
given out, thro’ fear leaf! the violence of the rack, and 
other kinds of torture, fhoukl extort from him the name 
of the fecret partizans which he had in the city. This 
man, whom the heathens of antiquity would have ador- 
ed, but whom the Chriftians condemn, killed himlelf 
with a fword, which had been left in his chamber. 
The following verfe of Virgil was found upon the 
mantle-tree, which he had engraved with the point. of 
Ills fword. 

Exoriare aliquis nofris ex o fib us ultor ! 

Q may there rile fome Vengcr of our blood! 

VirgiL 


His 
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His children, faithful to their father’s memory, devot- 
ed themfelves to revenge his death, but in a glorious 
manner, which the laws authorifed. As they conftder- 
ed the emperor as no other than the fubverter of the 
liberty of their country, and the indirect author of their 
father’s death, they went over to the French, and ferv- 
id in their armies. Peter Strozzi the eldcft role by his 
valour to the dignity of marlhal ; and the prior of Ca- 
pua dittinguifhed himfelf in the fea-lervice, in which 
he commanded as general of the gallies : nor was lie 
lets ferviceable to his own order, as we (hall find in the 
iequel of this hiftory; and would afterwards have been 
cholen grand matter, had not they been apprehenfive 
that he, in order to gratify his particular refentment, 
would have broken through the neutrality which the 
grand matters, and the body of the order, had always 
profefled to obferve with regard to Chrittian princes. 

Du ring his abfenceand his ftay in Italy, the chevalier 
Paul Simeoni, prior of Lombardy, who *had contribut- 
ed fo much to the taking of Tunis, was made general 
-of the gallies, and ordered foon after to go along wirh 
the marquefs of Terra Nova, to the port of Sufa in 
Africa, which having revolted fromMuley Hafcen, king 
of Tunis, that prince intended to befiege. 

$ Susa flood upon a rock near the fea, at eight or 
nine leagues diflance from Tunis, beyond Cape-bon. Its 
haven is fecure, and, like the place, defended by an 
old cattle, which is fortified and furrounded by ditches, 
with an efplanade quite round. The Turks, fince the 
emperor’s return from the conqueft of Tunis, had feiz- 
ed on mott of the places which lay along the coatt, and 
hadfhut upMuley Hafcen in his capital ; who, incrder 
to recover the entire poflUTion of his dominions, and to 
clear them of fuch ufurpers, had applied to the brder of 
St. John. In purfuance of which, he font an embatta- 
<lor, Camugi by name, to Malta, to implore fuccours 
from the knights. That minifter, in order to engage 
them in this entcrprifc, reprefented to them, that the 
corfairs had fortified Tachiora ; that they had put a 
ftrong garrifon in it ; under the command of Mo: at Aga, 

one 
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one of the principal captains of Barbarofla ; that they 
expedled that general of the corfairs with a large fleet ; 
and that the order would never be able to keep Tripoli, 
if they did not traverfe his defigns. The grand mafter 
thought proper to fend this advice to the emperor, who 
finding that the defence of JVluley his vaflul concerned 
himfclf more nearly than it did the order, prefled the 
grand mafter to loin his forces to thole of Sicily , in order 
to clear the coaft of Barbary of the Corfairs ; and at the 
fame time ordered his viceroy to furnifti Muley all the 
fuccour he fhould have occafiou for, to form the flcge 
of Sufa. 

The grand mafter, and the viceroy, fitted out four- 
teen gallies, on board of which were a good number 
of knights and troops, in the fervice of the order ; to 
which the viceroy joined 5000 foot as his quota, under 
the command of the marquefs of Terra Nova, a Sicilian 
nobleman, who was to be general of the land forces, 
whilft the general of the gallies of the order kept out, 
and commanded at fea. 

This fquadron, palling through the channel of 
Malta, came off the place where Muley had pitched 
his camp. The marquefs of Terra Nova, and the 
knights, landed their troops and a train of artillery, 
which the king of Tunis wanted ; they then opened 
the trenches, and planted batteries, which began to 
play upon the weakeft part of the town, which they 
would infallibly have taken, had not the marquefs been 
impoled upon by a renegado, who had advifed him to 
change the place of his battery. This renegado, 
feigning to have made hisefcape, and pretending to he 
greatly grieved for his having quitted his religion and 
his country, threw himfelf at the marquee’s feet, 
ftiedding a flood of tears at the fame time, and begged 
him to pardon his delertion and apoftacy. The mar- 
qnefs, deceived by thele lpecious marks of his repentance, 
proof fed Ivm the utmoft fecunty in his army; and alio, 
that after the taking ofSufa, he would carry him back 
to Europe. lie then began to enquire of the renegado 
about the condition of the place, to whom the traitor 
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gave an account, agreeable to wbat he had concerted 
before with the governor: he particularly told him, with, 
an air of the utmbft Gncerity, that the quarter which his 
cannon played upon was the ftrongeftpartof the place ; 
that the wall there was ftrengthened with a rampart, 
and that tho’ they might poffibly ruin and beat it down, 
they yet would find deep intrenchments behind it, for- 
tified with flanks and redans, and lined with a good 
number of musketeers to keep off the aflfailants ; and 
added moreover, that the governor, finding him engag- 
ed in attacking that place, had made his boafts, that all 
the Chriftians fhould perifli in it. The marqucfs, to 
whom this account gave no fmall uneafinefs, asked 
him which was the weakeft poft of the place : which 
being juft what the renegado wanted, he fhewed him 
the ftrongeft part ; when the marquefs, deceived by the 
advice of this infidious wretch, changed his batteries 
and made all his efforts againft fome towers which 
flanked the caftle. Thefe towers, the renegado afTur •- 
cd him, would be demoliflied by his cannon in a mo- 
ment ; but they fpent all the powder they had brought 
from Malta and Sicily, on making only a very nar- 
row breach. ‘However, as their ammunition failed, 
the marquefs, who was not yet undeceived, refolved to 
attempt an afTault. In purfuance of which, an hundred 
and thirty knights, and four hundred foldiers in the fer- 
vice of the order, mounted it firft ; who, though they 
could march only in files, one after another, they yet 
got to the top of the breach, where they intended to 
have made a lodgement ; but they met with fucli large 
and deep intrenchments before them, and were expofed 
to fuch vollies of fhot from the muskets, and crofs-bows 
in the flanks, as* obliged them to retire. They then 
propofed to turn the attack and the batteries on another 
fide but were prevented by the want of powder. ’Twas 
with the utmoft anguifh, that the marquefs faw him/elf 
under a neceflity of raifing the fiege, who, before h e 
reimbarked,retblved to vent his anger on the renegado; 
but that villain, pleated with the happy fucceis his arti- 
fice had met with, was fled back into the town, to receive 
Vox. IV. G the 
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the reward of his treachery and hypocrify ; and the 
knights, after having left a great number of their com- 
rades and foldiers at the foot of the walls, and on the 
breach, returned ddpondingto Malta, where they com- 
plained that the emperor had facrificcd the forces of the 
order, under a general fo very unfit to command over 
them. 

The commander Botigella feconded thefe juft com- 
plaints with his advice. He was juft returned from 
his government of Tripoli, which being expired, Fer- 
dinand de Eracamont, commander of Ecolca, was no- 
minated his fucceffor ; and Alonfo Cordan, a knight of 
great reputation, was to command the cavalry of the 
place. Botigella, on his return, took occafion, from 
the ill fuccefs of the fiege of Suia, to reprefent to the 
grand mafter and council, that experience ought to 
have made them fcnfible, hew impratficable it was for 
the Chriftians ever to make any fixed and durable con- 
quefts on the coaft of Africa, and among the Moors ; 
and ihat, either from the averfion which a difference 
of religion is apt to inipire, or from the natural incon- 
ftancy of tliofe people, who were altogether as unfaith- 
ful to fovereigns of their own nation, as they were to 
foreigners ; that moft of the cities along the coaft of 
Africa, fince the return of Charles V. had revolted 
more than once ; that the wars which they maintain- 
ed, and the fquadrons which they fitted out to affift 
the emperor, drained the order of its beft fubjetfts, and 
coft them immenfe fums ; that the ceflion, which that 
prince had made, or, to fpeak more properly, the 
burthenfome condition which he had laid upon them, 
of undertaking the defence of fuch a place, which he 
had annexed to the conveyance of the ifle of Malta, 
ought to be confidered as a fatal prefent to the order ; 
and that the only remedy left was to deliver it back 
immediately to that prince ; or, in cafe of his infifting 
on the knights continuing ftill there, to infift that he 
himfelf fhould put it in a ftate of defence, and be at 
the expence of railing the fortifications, and other 
works ncceftary to enable it to fuftain a iiege. 

What 
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What deference foever the council might have for 
the opinion of Botigella, they yet thought proper, in (o 
important an affair, to confult fuch knights as were bell 
skilled in fortification, and particularly thole who had 
commanded in the place. Thele ail unanimoufiy conclud- 
ed that it was not tenable; and, upon their report, the 
council dilpatched the bailiff de Grolee to the emperor. 
He, after his arrival at his court, repreiented to him, 
that it would be impoffible to keep Tripoli, unlels they 
fortified it with walls of a neceflury height and thick- 
nefs ; that ditches of a proper breadth, and bulwarks 
for its better defence, were wanting ; that unlefs thefe 
precautions (hould be taken, they would only expose 
all the knights there to be cut to pieces ; that if . he 
town (hould be taken, it would be impoffible for w.* 
caftle, which was built after the antique faih on. iO 
hold out above a few days; and, laftly, that it was per- 
haps more the emperor’s intereftto abandon fuch a weak 
place, to blow up the caftle, and fill up the mouth of 
the harbour. But the emperor, who was neither wil- 
ling to be at the expence of fortifying it, nor to deprive 
himfelf of a port which (erved as a key to Africa, and 
coft him nothing for its defence, ordered the bailiff to 
tell the grand mafter from him, that he would negletft 
nothing to put 1 ripoli in a condition of defence ; that 
he defied the order to keep always a ftrong garriibn 
in it, and that in cafe the infidels (hould befiege it. 
He would immediately lend pofitive orders to the vice- 
roy of Sicily, to throw in all the neceffary fuccours. 
he continued to fay, that he hoped to be able, in a little 
time, to drive all the Turkifh corfairs out of the coafts 
of Africa, and that till fuch time as he could turnhisarms 
on that fide, the order would oblige him in joining 
their gallies to the fleet he had lent into the Mediter- 
ranean. 

The bailiff, at his return, having given the council 
an account of the fuccds of his embaffy, they immedi- 
ately fitted out four gallies, having on board 200 
knights, under the command of Simeoni bailiff of 
Lombardy, who joined the Chriftian army at Medina, 
G 2 which 
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which Andrew Doria, prince of Melphi, and great ad- 
miral to the emperor, commanded. This general was 
a Genoefe, and born of a noble family, which he ren- 
dered flill more illuftrious by his prodigious bravery. 
King Francis I. and pope Clement VJI. had both of 
them given him the command of their fleets. After 
having quitted the king's fervice, he went to the 
emperor's. This prince, whofe intrigues were more 
formidable than his fword, and who was fo artful in 
corrupting his enemy's generals, got this Genoefe over 
to his fide, by the offers he made him of an annual 
penfion of 60,000 ducats, and alfo of maintaining 
conftantly twelve gallics under his command ; alluring 
him, at the fame time, that Genoa fhould enjoy its li- 
berty, under the emperor’s protection, and that Savona 
ihould be reduced under their dominion. Doria, 
after having agreed to thefe articles, gave out, in order 
to juflify his changing fides, that the king of France 
did not pay him the fubfidies ftipulated for maintaining 
his gallies;, that he had baulked him of the ranfom he 
was to have for the prince of Orange, bis prifoner of 
war, and that, notwithstanding all the inftanceshe had- 
ufed with the minifters of Francis 1 . in favour of theGe- 
noefe his countrymen, he yet could never prevail fo far 
as to have them treated with lefs oppreflion and feve- 
rity. ’Tis pretended, that this laft motive of complaint 
had a greater influence on his lhifting fides than all 
the reft ; and that this general, who was fond of 
glory, flattered himfelf, that he Ihould immortalize his 
name, by delivering his country from the dominion of 
the French. Probably too, that under colour of the 
emperor’s protection, and the fhadow of this liberty, he 
might at the fame time have had an eye to the efta- 
blifhing his own authority there, for the rule of the 

government. 

Whatever might be the four ce of thefe different 
motives, 'tis certain, that France could hardly have fuf- 
fered a more confiderable lofs, or fcheemperor have made 
a more ufeful acquifition ; for he employed him equal- 
ly againft Solyman and Francis I. and in the prefent oc~ 
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radon, he not only commanded the vefleis of Charles 
V. but hadlikewile the fupreme authority over all the 
reft, in quality of generalifiimo-over all the fleet of the 
Chriftian league. 

The pope was alfo engaged in this league, which 
the emperor and the order of Malta had made ; imd 
their bufinels now was to draw the Venetians into it ; 
but they carefully avoided all occafions of coming to a 
rupture with Solyman, a formidable prince, whole ter- 
ritories were adjoining to thole of that republic. Doria, 
in order to render them fufpefted to Solyman, and make 
as if thole republicans were to a<5t in concert with him, 
wrote to Girolamo Pezaro, their general; by which he 
told him, that it would be neceflary to attack the 
Turks, before their feveral fquadrons Ihould be joined. 
He lent this letter by a Imail bark, which, as he de- 
signed it, fell into the infidels hands, which they fent 
immediately to Solyman, who thereupon made bitter 
complaints of it to the bailo or embaftador of the com- 
monwealth. In vain did that minifter proteft that the 
republic of Venice had no intelligence with Charles V. 
all his oaths and proteftations made no great impreUion 
on Solyman. “ There is, lays that prince to him, but 
il one way left to juftify your mafters, which is, that 
u ft^y immediately fign a league with me againft the 
4i emperor, and join their fnips to my fleet, in order 
“ to attack his dominions.” The fenate, whole fun 
damental maxim was the obferving of a neutrality, re- 
jelled . the propofal ; and an accident happened, at the 
lame time, which furnifhed an occafion or pretence for 
a rupture. 

The Sultan’s imperial galley being leparated by a 
ftorm, fell by night into the fleet of the Venetians, 
when Alexander Contarini, proveditor-general'of the 
army, taking it in the dark for a veflel belonging to 
the corfairs, attacked it, killed the rais or commander, 
Cllt t 300 janizaries to pieces, and made himfelf mafter 
of it. Solyman made great complaints on this fubjetf, 
and demanded that Contarini Ihould be delivered into 
3 iis hands, to be punifhed; but not being able to attain 
G 3 this 
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this fatisfa&ion, he declared war againft the Venetians, 
Whatever fhare the knights might have in this war, 
*twould be foreign to my prefent purpofe to enter into 
the detail of it ; all I fhall obferve is, that the Chrifti- 
an and TurkiOi fleets met near a bay of the Adriatic ; 
that they cannonaded each other furioufly ; but that the 
Turks, who were under Barbaroffa’s command, find- 
ing themfelves to be weaker, retired into the bay of 
Arta, to avoid coming to a general engagement ; that 
feveral battles had been fought, but not one of them 
decifive ; and finally, that Doria, notwithflanding his 
having been earneflly follicitcd by the patriarch of 
Alexandria, who commanded the pope’s fquadron, and 
by the knights of St. John, had yet obftinately refuf- 
cd, under pretence that there was not wind enough for 
his fhips to advance againft the enemy, and had look- 
ed quietly on, whilft Barbarofla made his efcape, for 
fear of deftroying the only general the enemy had, 
who was formidable to his mafter ; fince, that as long 
as Barbarofla fhould be living, he would be neceffary 
to the emperor : a piece of policy, which both Barba- 
roflTa and Doria reciprocally obferved, who, without any 
concerted intelligence between them, never pufhed their 
advantage contrary to their refpe&ive interefts, fo far 
as to get rid of an enemy, who, tho’ he were a rival, 
was yet of ufe to enhance their leveral talents and capa- 
cities. 

The Chriftians were lefs fuccelsful at land than they 
had been at fea. The conqueft of Hungary had always 
made part of the vafl project, or, to fpeak more pro- 
perly, part of the chimera of an univerfal monarchy 
aferibed to Charles V. In confequence of which, Fer- 
dinand, king of the Romans, who was brother to the 
emperor, in concert with him, or rather by his orders, 
had adlually inverted the town of Buda ; and Rocan- 
dorf, one of his generals, was carrying on the flege 
with great vigour. Solyman, who was jealous of any 
acceflion of power to the houfe of Aurtria, and under 
pretence that Sepufius, the laft king of Hungary, had, 
by his will, appointed him to be tutor to his infant 
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Ton, lent Mahomet, one of his bafhas, to throw fno 
cours into the place. The Turkifh general attacked 
and forced the lines of the Auftrians, cut above 20,000 
men to pieces, either put to flight, or took prifoners 
the poor remains of the army ; and Solyman, arriving 
foon after in Hungary, entered into Buda, into which 
he put a ftrong garrifon, under pretence of preventing 
the defigns of Ferdinand; and, in order to cloak his 
ufurpation, declared publicly, that as foon as the 
young king fliould be of age, he would deliver him up 
the place. 

* Notwithstanding a folemn promife made, 
which ambitious princes never want pretences to excufe 
themfelves from performing, this enterprife of the grand 
fignior alarmed the Hungarians no lefs than the Ger- 
mans. No body queftioned but that the emperor 
would bring a mighty force into the field, in order to 
rid himfelf of fo formidable a neighbour : kwould have 
been a fight altogether worthy the attention of all other 
monarchs, to fee thofe two great princes, both of them 
fo powerful and fo ambitious, fighting againfl each 
other, and difputing the entire pofTeffion of Hungary in 
the field. But whether it were that Charles V. did not 
care to truft his glory to fortune, or that he flattered 
himfelf with fucceeding in another enterprife, the event 
of which was lefs doubtful ; that prince, whole defigns 
were always impenetrable, left the defence of Hun- 
gary to the king his brother, in order to attack Africa, 
and fall upon the dominions of Barbarofla. The ab- 
fence of that corfair king, who was gone to Conflanti* 
nople, made him flatter himfelf that he fhould meet 
with a weak oppofition in the taking of Algiers ; and 
he hoped to have the fame fuccefs in the fiege of this 
place, as he had had in that of I unis. For which end, 
he iffued out orders in Spain, in Naples, and in Sicily, 
for making preparations luitableto the greatnefs of the 
enterprife. Ferdinand Cortez, the Spaniard who ac- 
quired lb much glory by the difeovery and conquefl of 
Mexico, was appointed to command the armament that 
was to be made in Spain. Ferdinand de Gonzaga, and 

Don 
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Don Pedro de Toledo, viceroys of Sicily and Naples 
carried on their preparations with as great application 
in thole two kingdoms. They drew a good body of 
cavalry from Germany, and the county of Burgundy ; 
and Camillo Colonna, Auguftin Spinoh, and Antonia. 
Dorm, having the commiflion of colonels, made levies 
of foot all over Italy. 

The grand mailer of Malta received a letter at the 
fame time from the emperor, written in the mod oblig- 
ing terms, by which the knights were invited to join 
their forces to his, for the undertaking of an holy war, 
which, he allured them, was defigned only for the de- 
flru&ion of the corlairs, and the enemies of the order. 
So great was the number of knights who offered them- 
felves for this expedition, that Malta and the convent 
would have been left delart, had not the grand mailer 
prudently limited thisfuccour to four hundred knights* 
Thefe went on board four gallies of the order, each 
knight being attended with two fervants well armed ; 
aipd George Schilling, great bailiff of Germany, and at 
that time general of the gallies of the order, was ap- 
pointed to command the Iquadron ; who, in the port 
of Bonifacio, joined part of the emperor’s fleet, com- 
manded by him in perfon, from whence they went to 
Majorca, v/here the (hips and gallies had orders to 
rendezvous before the end of September. 

There was no one that could flatter himfelf with 
the hopes of fucceeding in an enterprife, which was 
undertaken when the feafon was fo far advanced : but 
as the emperor purfued it with great vigour, the cour- 
tiers, whole whole employment is flattery, were not 
willing to fuggell to him a truth fo contrary to his in- 
clination. So that there was no one but Andrew Do- 
ria, the great admiral, and the marquefs del Guallo, 
general of the land forces, that durll preliime to repre- 
ient to him the perils to which he was going to ex pole 
himfelf : and Doria, who was the greatell leaman of 
his age, told him, that no pilot, in fuch a feafon, durll 
venture out to fea for any time, without the utmoll ne- 
ceflity ; that the fea of Barbary was at that time very 
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fubje< 5 l to ftorms, and that he was afraid left a guft of 
wind fhould fcatter his fleet, and hinder the fuccefs of 
his arms : and the venerable old man added, in his mi- 
litary ftile, “ Suffer yourfelf, fays he to him, to be di- 
€i verted from this cnterprife, for if we fhould go, we 
u {hall be all loft by God.” To which the emperor 
replied, laughing, “ Two and twenty years of empire 
“ for me, and three-fcore and twelve of life for you, 
a ought to fatisfy us, fo as to make us both die con- 
(t tented.” And fo, without altering his refolution, 
he went on board, let fail towards Algiers ; when, af- 
ter having met with a pretty violent ftorm, he at laft 
got into the road of Algiers, where he arrived on the 
2/ f th, or, as others have it, on the 26th of Chftober. 

Though the wind was down, yet thefea ftill ran 
fo high, that they were forced to defer the landing for 
two days, in order to prevent the foldiers being forc- 
ed to wade through the water up to the middle. It 
was afterwards made, without any great oppofition 
from the infidels, when fixty gallies put their troops 
afhore, and the great fhips landed theirs in boats : Af- 
ter their difembarkation, the army on land was found 
to confift of 20,000 foot, and 6000 horfe. The empe- 
ror, in order to prevent jealoufies, which too often 
arife between different nations, divided his troops into 
three bodies ; the firft was compofed of Italians, to 
whom he joined the knights and foldiers of Malta, un- 
der the command of the grand bailiff, who received 
no orders from any body but the emperor. The Spa- 
niards, all of them old foldiers, were put in the fecond 
body ; and the Germans, Burgundians, and a great 
number of volunteers, compofed the third. The Spa- 
niards had the van, the Italians the main body, where 
the emperor was in perfon, and the Germans wfcre put 
in the rear. Every one of thefe bodies had three field- 
pieces at the head of their line, to play upon the 
Arabs, who, without keeping any order, made their 
attack, did what execution they could, then wheeled 
off, and were inceffantly returning to the charge. 

Tat 
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The emperor ordered the battalion of Malta to ex- 
tend itfelf to the left of the main battle, to repulle thole 
light horfe ; the knights were on foot, armed with 
cuiraffes and head-pieces, and a long or half pike in 
their hands. The author of a relation lent to the 
pope, obierves, that their fubrevefts were all of da-' 
mask or crimfon velvet, on which their white crofles 
being placed, made a glittering (hew ; and that they 
difeovered fuch an air of grandeur and intrepidity, as 
gave terror to all fuch Barbarians as durft approach 
them. The emperor’s head quarters were marked out 
between two brooks ; and he planted heavy artillery 
all around a little hill, which at the fame time played 
both upon the town and the country. 

The city of Algiers, built in form of an amphithe- 
atre, (lands on the declivity of a hill over againfl the 
port ; the foundation of which is aferibed to the fon 
of Juba king of Mauritania. BarbarolTa, at his letting 
out for Conllantinople, committed the government of 
it to an old eunuch, named Hafcen, who was an aga, 
and a renegado of the ifland of Sardinia, a great fea- 
man, and one in whom he entirely confided. The 
emperor, before he attacked the place, difpatched a 
gentleman to him, to perfuade him to furrender it. 
The envoy, in order to determine him to it, gave him 
an account of the emperor’s power, his forces, his land 
and fea armies, at the lame time offering him confider- 
ablefums; and concluding his difeourfe with a repre- 
fentation, that he ought to make ufejof this occaflon to 
return into his own country, and of being re -admitted 
into the bofom of the church, from which he had been 
unhappily divorced by his unfortunate circnmflances. 
The eunuch heard him out with patience, but all the 
anfwer he returned him, was, 6( That it was a great 
“ piece of folly for any one to take upon himfelf to 
(t advife an enemy ; but that it was a much greater 
a to hearken to the advice that an enemy gave.” Up- 
on which, he immediately difmiffed the gentleman. 

The governor had with him Boo Turks, who 
were old and experienced foidiers, and about 6000. 
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inhabitants, partly Moors, and partly refugees of Gra- 
nada, all bearing arms, and all to a man refolved to be 
killed upon the {pot, rather than fall again under the 
dominion of the Spaniards. The aga had likeways 
fent money and prefents to feveral captains of the A- 
rabs, in order to engage them to fcour the country, and 
liarrafs the camp of the Chrirtians ; to which they had 
but too natural a propenfity, from the genius of their 
nation, w hie h fubfifts only by incurfions and plunder. 
All the plain was foon covered over with them ; mod 
of them had long javelins, which they hurled with fo 
much dexterity, that the Chriflians found it a very dif- 
ficult matter to parry the flroke. 

Whilst thefe light horfe were continuing their 
skirmifhes, there afoie, as night was coming on, a ter- 
rible florm, attended with an exceffive cold rain, and 
which powered down in fuch floods, that it filled the 
Chriflian camp with water. The rain foaked the 
ground to fuch a degree, that they could march only in 
dirt and miie ; befides, as they had not had time fuf- 
ficient for the landing of their tents and equipages, the 
whole army had nothing but the sky to cover° them ; 
fo that the foldiers matches were quite put out, and the 
powder in their pouches all wet. The governor, in 
order to make his advantage of this dilafter, {allied out 
at day-break, with part of the garrifon, who firfl fell 
upon three companies that were ported upon a done- 
bridge, which led to one of the gates of the town : 
and the infidels, finding thele foldiers benumbed with 
cold, cut them to pieces. This little fuccefs encou- 
raged them to fall upon the emperor’s quarter ; but the 
colonels Colonna and Spinola ran thither, at the head 
of their regiments, furtained by the knights of Malta, 
who,^ though on foot, fell in (o furioufiy among the 
Turkifh and Moorifh cavalry, that they killed a great 
number of them, and di {mounted feveral. The author, 
to whom I am obliged for part of this relation, fays/ 
that a French knight, brother Nicholas de Villegag- 

non 
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non by name, throwing himfelf, with an impetuofity, 
natural to his country, into the midft of the infidels, 
was wounded in the left arm by a Moorifh horfeman, 
who ftruck him with his lance ; but that the knight, 
having miffed the thruft he made at him with pike, as 
the Moor was turning his horfe to give him a fecond 
blow, the knight, who was very tall, and of a ftrength 
proportionable to his ftatuve, leaped upon the crupper 
of his enemy’s horfe, gave him a (tab, and threw him 
to the ground. Nor were his companions inferior to 
him in bravery ; for they all rallied about the flandard 
of the order, when Ferdinand de Gonzaga, one of the 
emperor’s lieutenant generals, addrefling himfelf to the 
grand bailiff of the order, cried out, u Courage my 
“ brave commander ; ’tis not enough for us to beat 
“ thefe dogs, we mull purfue them, and enter with them 
iC into Algiers ; ’tis diftined for your knights alone 
« to finifh a war before it be begun, and take a place 
“ of fuch ftrength without arms or artillery.” The 
knights, who, by this time, had little ftrength left 
but what their courage fupplied them with, did not yet 
need to be encouraged with fuch difeourfes ; but, in- 
flamed with the higheft ardor, purfued the enemy to 
the very gates of the city, and were juft ready to throw 
themfelves into the place, when the governor, who 
was refolved to facrifice all his foldieis who were out 
of the city, to the fury of the Chriftians, ordered the 
gates to be fhut The above mentioned writer relates, 
that thq chevalier Ponce de Savignac, a Frenchman, 
who carried the ftandard of the order, fixed his dagger 
in the gate, as a proof that he had advanced as far as it 
was pofiible for him to go. As the rain ceafed in the 
morning, the old governor feeing from the walls that 
his foldiers,in this (ally, had had none but the knights, 
and fome Italian companies to fight with, he ordered 
the artillery, which was upon the town rampart on 
that fide, to be levelled againft them ; and, at the 
fame time, in order to prevent their retieat, he made a 
fecond Tally with the beft troops of his garrifon, armed 
with ironxrofs-bows, which were of great ufe to them 

in 
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in rainy weather. They were now come a fecond 
time to a clofe engagement, when molt of the Italians, 
who were raw foldiers, that had never feen a battle, 
and being alfo benumbed with cold, either ran away, 
or fuffered themfclves to be cut to pieces, without of- 
fering to make the lead defence. The emperor, hav- 
ing notice of the danger to which the knights were ex- 
pofed,fent fome companies of Germans to their fuccour: 
the bailiff Schilling, of the fame nation, put himfelf at 
their head, made a frefh charge upon the infidels, pufh- 
ed them a fecond time to the gates of Algiers, and 
brought back his troops covered with glory and wounds* 
The infidels (hot poifoned arrows, fo that all who 
were wounded with them died afterwards, and among 
the reft, brother Ponce de Savignac, ftandard-bearer 
of the order, the very knight who had ftuck his dag- 
ger in the gate of Algiers. This brave man, notwith- 
ftanding his having received a large wound from a 
crofs-bow, and though he felt the poifon creeping for- 
ward, and approaching his heart, he yet had the cou- 
rage and ftrength to carry his ftandard* liipported only 
by a foldier, always aloft, and would not quit it till 
the moment he expired. ’Tis faid, that the order, be- 
fides this knight, and the chevalier de Villars, of the 
language of Auvergne, who was difablcd by his wound, 
loft above 75 knights on this occafion ; among which 
are reckoned brother Diego de Coutreas a Spaniard, 
brother Lopez Alvarez a Navarette, brother John di 
Pennas a Caftilian, brother Peter de Rejffay, John Ba- 
bot, Charles de Gueval, and John Pinai d, all French- 
men, brother Jofeph de la Cofa, and brother Maria 
Catracanti, Italians, three chaplains of the order, and 
about / t oo foldiers in the Service of the order. 

But this lols was inconfiderable, if compared to 
that which the emperor fuftained that day, by thelofs 
of* the great eft part of his fleet. Black clouds beoan to 
hklc the light of the fun, after which followed Tiich a 
violent ftorm, that it looked as if the winds, the ft a 
the earth, lightning, thunder, rain, and all’ the ele- 
ments confounded, had confpired together to deftrrv 
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the army of the Chriftians. The (hips, driven from 
their anchors by the violence oftheftorm, fcemed one 
while to be carried aloft in the clouds by mountains 
of water, and the next moment funk down in the gap- 
ing ocean, and feemed to be plunged to the very bot- 
tom of it. Some of them, tolled by the violence of the 
winds, the pilots and mariners being no longer able to 
manage them, (buck, and were dalhed to pieces againft 
one another; others, driven along the coaft by the 
force of the temped, fplit upon the rocks, and were 
beat to pieces ; fo that in lefs than half an hour, fif- 
teen gallies and eighty fix vefiels \^ere loft. That 
which made this lo/s ftill greater was, that thefe fhips 
were laden with provifions ; by which misfortune, the 
land army loft likeways all hopes of fubfiftence ; and 
efpecially in a country that was ddert, and in the pof- 
fieflion of Barbarians, who triumphed in the calamities 
of the Chriftians. 

In this extremity, fome officers of gallies, feeing their 
lofs inevitable, and hurried on with defpair, endea- 
voured to run a-ground upon thecoaft, in hopes that 
the ftorm would throw them upon fome place nearer 
land, whence fome of them might be fortunate enough 
to fave themfelves, either by fwimming, or getting up- 
on (battered pieces of their vefiels. Several took this 
fad refolution, and either perilhed milerably, or elle 
were killed by the Arabs, who lined the (hore, and 
who murdered thefe poor creatures unmercifully, or 
without caring to make them flaves, as the hiftorian 
Ulloa, whole father was in this fatal expedition, in- 
forms us. This author relates further, that the vefiel 
of Don Antonio Carriero, a flag officer, having been 
fplit to pieces, a young Spanifh maiden of exquifite 
beauty, who was his miftrels, and was on board his 
fhip, being thrown by the waves upon the Ihore, an 
Arab, at the fight of her rich cloaths, and the jewels 
Ihe had on, ran immediately to leize upon her as his 
prey ; and without being the leaft moved with either 
the prayers, tears, or even the charms of that young la- 
dy, murdered her inhumanely in cold blood. 
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The Tea was now covered over with broken veflels, 
pieces of timber, and bodies of men and horfes, which 
were floating up and down. The galley of Janetin 
Doria, the great admiral’s nephew, whom he loved fo 
entirely, running defignedly a-ground, ftuck fait in the 
fand on the fea-fhore. He too would have been kil- 
led by the Arabs, had not the emperor, who was 
a melancholy fpetfator of the wreck, fent down Don 
Antonio d’Arragon, with fome Italian companies, who 
faved him from thole Barbarians, Hiftorians fay. that 
the admiral, hearing of the danger he had run, cried 
out, with tears in his eyes, u My nephew was to be 
“ expofed to that misfortune, to teach me before I die 
“ to weep at Tea.” Twelve gallies belonging to the 
admiral, four commanded by Virginio Urfini, feve- 
ral gallies of Naples and Sicily, and three hundred 
colonels, captains of fhips, and other officers by fea 
and land, and upwards of Sooo men, foldiers and 
mariners, were loft on this occafion. 

The mariners of a galley of Malta, called the Ba - 
ftard, having endeavoured to run her a-ground on a 
flat fhore, where they might have faved their lives, bro- 
ther Francifco d’Azevedo, who commanded her, per- 
ceiving their defign, oppo'ed it with the utmoft intre- 
pidity. And when the feamen, grown bolder by the 
common danger, represented to him that the order 
would be no great fufferers by the lofs of the hulk of a 
galley, which had already ferved for upwards of twen- 
ty years, and had been repaired and refitted feveral 
times ; the commander, laying hand on his* fword, 
cried out as follows, <( The order have intrufted me 
“ with this galley, and I will kill the firft man who 

(hall offer to fink her ; Co that we mull either pe- 
€i here, or fave her.” This heroic relolution, the 
courage and intrepidity of the knight, infpired his crew 
with the fame bravery; and himfelf felting them a 
pattern, and fcattering his money plentifully amongft 
them, they all fet their hands to the pump ; fo that, 
notwithftanding the vaft quantity of water that was got 
into the hold, he yet faved his galley. Another be- 
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longing to the order, called la Catarinetta y command* 
ed by John Barrientos, had alfo like to have been 
loll by another unhappy accident : for his helm being 
broke by a violent fhockofthe waves, the veilel having 
no rudder, and being driven by the dorm, was going 
to Iplit upon the rocks ; but two bold feamen, tying 
ropes about them, had themlelves let down Hark nak- 
ed into the lea, who fallened on another rudder, which 
they had in reserve j and, without any manner of tools 
but their bare hands, put the needle through the eye of 
the helm, and by that means faved the galley. 

Nor was the land army in lefs danger, the foldicrs 
having neither tents, equipage, ammunition, nor even 
a day's provifion, and deftirute of the necelfary reme- 
dies to cure the wounded. The author of the relation, 
from whom I have taken the above mentioned particu- 
lars, Ipeaks to pope Paul III. to whom he fent it, as 
follows : u I can allure your hoiinefs that I faw five 
u knights of Malta, and above thirty gentlemen volun- 
u teers, faint, and lole all their blood in the dirt, with- 
<( out any body's being able to give them the lead af- 
“ finance : by the emperor's orders they killed all the 
(< hories of the army, and dillributed them among the 
“ foldiers by companies." 

That prince afterwards railed the liege, and 
kept the lame order and method in his return, as he 
had obferved at his landing. The knights of Malta, 
though mod of them were wounded, had yet the pod 
of honour, and were put in the rear, together with the 
foldiers of the order, and fuch of the army as were 
bed armed. The author of the relation adds, that 
they were obliged to oppole the attacks of the go- 
vernor of Algiers, who made continual charges upon 
them, at the head of his cavalry, in order to incom- 
mode the march of the army. At lad the Chridi- 
ans came in the evening to the fide of a brook called 
Alcaras, which the great rains had rendered unfoord- 
able, which obliged them to encamp, and fpend the 
night there ; all which the workmen of the army em- 
ployed in building a bridge, which they made of the 
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fluttered remains of the vefTels that were found upon 
the fliore ; this being done, the army palled over it 
the next day. After three days march, they arrived 
near cape Matafus, where the poor remains of the fleet 
had put in. Here the army re-imbarked, with great 
joy at quitting the fhore ; but they had fcarce been 
three hours- under fail, when a new ftorm arofe ; the 
fleet was again difperled ; feveral fhips were loft ; and 
among the reft, one with feven hundred Spaniards on 
board, which was caft away in the emperor’s fight, 
without there being the leaft poffibility of giving it any 
fuccour. In fine, the Chriftians, after having palled 
through fo many dangers, and been in a continual fear 
of being fwallowed up in the fea, arrived at the port 
of Bugia, which had been in the Spaniards hands ever 
fince its being taken by Don Pedro de Navarre, gene- 
ral to their catholic majefties. Muley Hafcen, king of 
Tunis, came thither with provifions and refrefhments 
for the emperor and his army, who received him very 
handlomely, and allured him of his protection ; when 
the weather growing fair, he fet fail on the 1 6th of 
November for Cartagena, where he arrived the 25th 
of the fame month. But before he re-imbarked, he 
lent away the bailiff of Germany, and all the knights, 
with the higheft teftimonies of his fatisfa&ion, who be- 
ing in three galiies that were half fluttered, made fhifr, 
though with great difficulty, to re-gain the harbour of 
Malta. 

At the fame time that the vefTels and galiies of the or 
der were detained in Africa at the fiege of Algiers, the 
channel of Malta was often filled with corfairs, who 
kept the harbour in a manner blocked up, infulted the 
coafts of the ifland, and that of Goza, and carried off 
all fuch inhabitants as had the ill fortune to fall into 
their hands. The grand bailiff, at his return, had no 
fooner refitted his galiies, but he put out to fea again, 
gave* them cluce, cleared the channel of thofe pirates, 
purl bed them as far as the coaft of Africa, took leveral 
rais or captains, and fpread the terror of his name, and 
the dread of his arms, over all thofe fe as. 
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Bad weather obliging him to put into the port of 
Tripoli, he was informed by ,an envoy from Muley- 
Hafcen king of Tunis, who fent him to the governor 
of the place, that BarbarofTa, incenfed that the knights 
fhould appear at the head of all the enterprifes that the 
Chriflians engaged in againft the African Turks, was 
lolliciting at the porte for an order to lay liege to Tri- 
poli ; that Morat Aga, his lieutenant, was making pre- 
parations for it at Tachora ; for which purpofe he had 
railed a redoubt in the village of Adabus, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tripoli, and put an advanced body on it, 
which kept Tripoli in a manner blocked upon that fide : 
He added further, that Ha fee if s correfpondence, and 
union with the emperor and the knights, had rendered 
him odious to the Turks, and other princes ofliis reli- 
gion : that feveralof the principal cities of his kingdom, 
as Sufa, Monafler, Mahedia or Africa, Esfacos, and 
Calibia had revolted, fome of which had received the 
Turks into them, whilft others pretended to maintain 
themfelves in an abfolute independence by their lingle 
flrength ; that a great number of Tunilian malecon- 
tents had, flnce the emperor’s defeat, retired to Algiers,, 
under the protection of Barbaroifa ; that there was no 
doubt but they would foon fee that formidable corfair, 
at the head of an army, befieging Tripoli and Tunis; 
and that Hafcen was going to fet out immediately to. 
wait upon the emperor, who was in Italy, to ask for 
thofe fuccours, which he hoped to obtain from him, as 
he owned him for hisfovereign. 

We have already obferved, that the knights hadfol- 
licited the emperor, either to put Tripoli in a flate of 
defence, or elfe to give them leave to fill up the port, 
blow up the caftle, and abandon a city that was fo 
chargeable to the order. The grand bailiff, after hav- 
ing reviewed the place again, held a council of war, at 
which the governor and principal knights of the garri- 
fon were prefent ; and, purfuant to their unanimous re- 
folution, they, with the confent of the grand mailer 
and the council, fend new embaffadors toCharlesV. who 
were to renew their inftances, and to reprefent to him. 


John d'Omedes Grand Majlcr. y t 

that it would be impoffible to keep ajplace that was open 
on all Tides, without fecuring it with good walls ? and for- 
tifying them with out-works ; that the country afford- 
ed neither (tone nor lime for thofe different works ; 
that they could not get any from Malta, without a great 
expence ; not to mention, that the knights found it 
difficult enough to fortify themfelves there : and that 
in cafe his imperial majefty fhould think it proper for 
them to continue longer in To defencelefs a place, it 
then was neceffary for him, to order his viceroy of Si- 
cily to fend money, workmen, and materials thither 
forthwith; that in order to prevent the fiege they were 
threatned with, and whilft they were at work upon 
the fortifications, Tome companies of the Sicilian troops 
ftiould be put into the place ; and that the gallies of 
that kingdom, with thofe of the order, fhould guard 
the Tea, in order to hinder the infidels from making de- 
ments, and oppofmg the works they were forced to 
make for the fecurity of the city. 

This embaffy had no better fuccefs than the former. 
For the emperor, who was afraid left the Turks fhould 
attempt the conqueft of Sicily, but who at the fame 
time fore/aw, that they would never employ their for- 
ces on that fide, fo long as the knights fhould he ma- 
tters of Tripoli, was well pleafed to have thofe warri- 
ors, at the price of their blood and treafure, employ 
his enemies forces in Africa : fo that he fignified to the 
embaftadors of the order, by his minifters, that he was 
defirous that the knights, purfuant to the treaty of the 
feofment of Malta, fhould maintain themfelves in Tri- 
poli ; to which he added fpecious promifesofa mighty 
fuccour, in cafe the place fhould be befieged : but he 
excufed himfelf from granting the troops and money 
demanded of him, becaufe of the preffing occafion he 
himfelf had for it, in order to be able to oppofe the 
forces of the French and Turks, who both attacked 
his own dominions, or thofe of the king of the Romans 
his brother, at the fame time, in Flanders, in Italy, and 
in Hungary. 

The 
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The grand bailiff was lenfibly concerned to tee 
the embaffadors return without the lead: fuccour, and 
with having been fed with nothing but empty promiles: 
however, as he was a man of great courage, though 
every thing was wanting to him, he yet was not want- 
ing in what he owed po himlelf, and his order ; lo 
that he, before he left Tripoli, refolded to put it in a 
condition, in cafe it fhould be befieged, of holding 
out till fuch time as fuccours could be brought either 
from Malta or Sicily. To effedl which he employed 
his crew of galley-flaves in finking and widening the 
ditches in feveral places. They railed the walls higher, 
and added leveral works of earth to the cable, in order 
to keep ofi all approaches to it ; at the fame time he 
himlelf, and all the knights of his fquadron andgarrifon, 
attended upon the workmen, and generoufly employed 
themfelves in thole military labours. But as, after all, 
fortifications which had been railed in lb much hafte, 
could at moll lerve only to protraft the lols of the city 
for loine days, the grand bailiff, knowing that the 
emperor was infinitely jealous of his glory, and would 
therefore make extraordinary efforts to fupport Muley 
Hafcen in a kingdom which he confidered as his own 
conqueft, wrote to that Moorilh king, by which he 
preffed him to haften his departure, and go immediate- 
ly to the emperor’s court, flattering himlelf, that the 
fuccours, which he Ihould obtain from that prince, 
would ferve both for the prefervation of Tripoli, and 
that the Turks, when they fhould lee an army of 
Charles V. on the coafl of Africa, would never run the 
hazard to form the fiege of Tripoli, fo long as it Ihould 
continue there. 

Mu LEY,purfunnt to this advice, and his own intereft, 
prepared to let out for Italy, leaving the government of 
his kingdom, and his capital, during his abfence, to 
a Moor called Mahomet Temtes, or. the Stammerer ; 
a renegado of the ifle of Corfica, CaidFerrath by name, 
was to command in the caflle : and as the king of 
Tunis was under continual apprehenfions, becauie of 
the reftlefs temper of prince Muley Hamida, his eldefl 
Ion, he, in order to employ him out of the way, fent 

him 
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him towards Cap-bon, with fome companies of Arabs, 
to reduce fome cheques, or little lords, who refuted to 
pay the tributes which had been laid upon them. 

Mu ley, after having fettled this order in his domi- 
nions, fet out from thence, paffed by Goletta, to vifit 
prince Mahomet his fon, who was there in hodage 
with feveral Moors ; and, after conferring with Don 
Francifco de Touar about the occafion of his voyage, 
left his jewels and mod valuable effects in his hands ; 
putting at the fame time great prefents for the emperor 
and his miniflers on board his (hip: after which he em- 
barked ;and, whether it were from an odentation infe- 
parable from royalty, or for his own fecurity and de- 
fence, in cafe he fhould be attacked by corfairs in his 
way, he took with him an efcorte of five hundred men, 
who were all either officers of war or courtiers, who 
ferved him as a guard. Muley met with a good paf- 
fage, and arrived without anyobdacle in Sicily, from 
whence he went to Naples, where the viceroy receiv- 
ed him with great magnificence : From whence he di£ 
patched expreffes,to defire an interview with the empe* 
ror : but that prince, whofe prefence was immediate- 
ly necefTary in Germany, on account of fome didurb- 
ances which the Lutherans had railed, lent orders to 
the viceroy to confer with the Mooriffi prince on the 
fubjett of his voyage, and, after that, fend him an ac- 
count of it. 
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BOOK XI. 

W HILST the king of Tunis, and the ml- 
nifter of Charles V. were conferring to- 
gether about the beft methods that could 
Tohn em ployed for the oppofing Barbarofla, 

D’Ome- ant * t ^ ieot ^ er corfairs, fortune railed an c- 
des. * nem y to Muley, whom he had not fuf- 
ficiently guarded agamft ; an enemy who 
afterwards dripped him of his crown. Prince Hamida, 
Muley’s elded Ion, had a favourite called Mahomet, 
who by flattery, and a fervile complaifance, the ufuai 
arts of courtiers, had gained his entire confidence. 
This favourite had concealed, in the mod fccret recef- 
fes of bis heart; a mortal hatred, and a violent defne 
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of vengeance, againft the king, who had put his fa- 
ther to death. He now imagined, that that prince’s 
abfence prefen ted him with a favourable opportunity of 
gratifying his relentment. Upon this he railed fufpi- 
cions in Hamida* s mind, with regard to the king his 
father’s voyage into a Chriftian country, telling him, at 
the fame time, that he had realon to fear left Muley 
fhould, at his death, leave his crown to prince Mahomet 
his fecond fon; that this was perhaps the motive of the 
conferences, which he had with the governor of Go- 
letta ; that every body knew he had put all his treafures 
into his hands, and, that, in all probability, the foie mo- 
tive of his vifiting the emperor was in order to gain 
his approbation of this difpofition, and obtain from 
him, as from the fovcreign lord, an inveftiture in fa- 
vour of his brother. Hamida being a young ambiti- 
ous prince, and burning with the defire of reigning, 
tookfire at the difcourfe, and, in concert with his favour- 
ite, got it to he whifpered about in Tunis, that the 
king his father, being fallen grievoufly illat Naples, had 
before his death defired to be baptized, and had accord- 
ingly turned Chriftian. 

In confidence of thefe reports, of which he himfelf 
was the fecret author, and as if he had been certain of 
his father’s death, he came to Tunis, and went to the 
palace, in order to take polTeflion of it. But the vice- 
roy, \vho was a refolute and auftcre old man, reproach- 
ed him with his too great facility in giving credit to 
fuch ill news; and after having told him, that he would 
give Muley an account of his great eagernefs to fuc- 
ceed him, he obliged him to retire from the capital* 
Hamida, in confufion at the ill fuccels of his artifice* 
and uneafy at the conferences with which it might be 
attended, retired to a country houfe, fome miles di- 
ftance from Tunis. No fooner was he gone out of the 
place, but the viceroy, getting on board a bark, went 
to the cattle of Goletta, in order to know from the 
governor of it what news he had received from Sicily 
and Naples ; when being informed that the king his 
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matter was in perfedl health, he returned back with joy 
to his government. 

But Hamida’s favourite made his advantage of this 
voyage, and fpread new reports among the people ; as, 
that Muley’s death was but too certain : that the 
journey which the viceroy had juft made with fo much 
hafte and precipitation to Goletta, was purely upon 
that account : that it was well known that his brother 
Adulzes, and young Ferrath, fon to the governor 
of the caftle of Tunis, were brought up with Mahomet, 
and were with him in hoftage in the fort of Goletta : 
that the viceroy had gone thither for no other end, but 
in order to adjuft with them and the Chriftian governor, 
the fureft meafures for the placing of Mahomet on the 
throne of Tunis ; and that they would infallibly lee an 
army of Spaniards, in a very little time, bring back that 
young prince to Tunis, and proclaim him loverei^n of 
the kingdom. 

The people, who are always fond of novelty, readi- 
ly (wallowed thefe reports ; to which, every man ad- 
ding fomething of his own, they were thereby improved 
with a great many fabulous circumftances. The par- 
titans of Hamida were particularly careful to pubiifh, 
that young Mahomet his bro her, having been brought 
lip among the Chriftians, had fecretly embraced the 
Chriftian religion, as being the fureft pledge he could 
give the emperor of his fidelity. 

The fear of ha.ing a Chriftian for their fovereign 
alarmed the whole city. They meet, cabal toge- 
ther, and in fine, fend deputies to Hamida, to invite 
him to come to the fuccour of a people, who were de- 
firous of fetiingthe crown on his head. They found 
him walking in his gardens, buried in a profound me- 
lancholy, detefting the falfe ftep which his favourite had 
made him take; and in a thorough perfuafion that the 
king his father, at his return, would never pardon him 
the fatal eagernefs which he had difeovered to afeend 
the throne. But the news of the commotion of the 
people removed thefe melancholy apprehenfions, and 
made them give way to joy ; upon which he nflembl- 


John d’Omedes G rand Mafier. 97 

-ed his partifans, marched at their head, and favoured 
by the people, enters Tunis, furpriles the viceroy and 
the governor of the caftle, gets them murdered, maf- 
facres the moft zealous fubje&s of Muley, feizes on the 
palace ; when the young tyrant begins his authority, 
by the moft abominable inceft, by forcing the deareft 
of his father’s wives to his embraces. 

As foon as the king ofTunisheard this difinal news, 
being afraid left his fon, in order to fupport him. elf on 
the throne, fhould ftrengthen himfelf with the protec- 
tion and fuccour of BarbarofTa, he refolved to return 
immediately into Africa; when, by the viceroy’s ,;on- 
fent,he levied 2000 men, which he got together among 
the banditti and exiles, putting an old officer of the 
country called l’Ofredo at their head ; after which, he 
embarked, and arrived atGoletta, where he had the con- 
firmation of the news,together with thevariouscircum- 
ftances of Hamida’s revolt. The governor advifed him 
not to ftir out of the place, till fuch time as he fhould 
have an exact account of the forces of his enemy, and 
the difpofitions of his fubje<fts : but Muley, poflefled 
with a notion that his fon would never dare to ftand 
his prefence, and encouraged by POfredo, who was in 
hopes of enriching himfelf by the lacking of Tunis, ad- 
vanced forward. That which finally determined him 
to take fo dangerous a ftep, efpecially with fo few for- 
ces, was, that fome traitors, by the fecret orders of 
Hamida, came to meet him on the road, as fo many 
faithful fubje&s, who were come to fight under the 
banner of their lawful fovereign ; telling him alfo, at 
the fame time, that they had left his fon in a terrible 
confternation at the news of his return, and in* great 
irrefolution what meafures to take ; and that he defigned 
to retire to the fartheft part of the country, and take 
refuge with feme Arabs, who were his friends. 

Muley, impofed upon by the accounts of thefe 
traitors, haftened his march. At his drawing near 
Tunis, he law fome fquadrons Tally out, who by their 
countenances, which difeovered an air of fear, feemed 
to advance only with a view to reconnoitre his troop* 
Vol. IV. I They 
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They made however Tome light skirmifhes ; but whilft 
this party of rebels was amufing Muley, a greater num- 
ber advanced, who began a general engagement. 
The troopshaving clofed together, and begun a bloody 
battle, Muley, hurried on by his courage, and ftill more 
by his reientment, bravely attacked thole troops which 
oppoied him ; but as he was lighting at the head of a 
Iquadron, he received a wound, which his foldiers be- 
lieving to mortal, it immediately cooled their eagernefs 
and fire. At the lame time, a great body of foot, com- 
pofed of Arabs, whom Hamida had taken into his pay, 
lallied out of the foreft of olives, near Tunis. The 
Chriftians now law themfelves quickly furrounded ; fo 
that notwithftanding their courage and refolution, the 
infidels, who were fuperior in number, cut them to 
pieces. Some of thele endeavouring to fly over the 
lake to Goletta, were drowned ; and the unfortunate 
Muley, being abandoned both by the Chriftians and 
Moors, was taken prifoner. They carried him imme- 
diately to his fon ; but that traitor, who had yet fome 
fenfe of lhame for his crime left, would not fee him, 
but ordered him to be put in irons, and thrown into a 
dungeon; and the next day he lent executioners to him, 
to offer him his choice either of death or blindnefs 5 
when he chufing the latter, they immediately thrufl: a 
burning lancet into both his eyes. 

This furprifing revolution in a kingdom that lay Co 
near Tripoli, and which was in alliance with the or- 
der of St. John, threw the knights into a great con- 
(lernation ; fuch efpecially of them, as law themfelves 
in Tripoli, at a diftancefrom Malta, quite furrounded 
with infidels, and in a city that had no fortifications, 
and which was commanded from feveral places, expec- 
ted every moment to be befieged. Ferdinand de Bra- 
camont, who was governor there, de (pairing to be able 
to defend it, for any time, and under pretence that 
there was no honour to be got in the defence of Co 
weak a place, ufed great inftances with the grand ma- 
iler to be recalled, artd at laft got leave to quit his go- 
vernment, and had for his fuccefTor, Chriflopher de 
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Solertarfan, the great chancellor, with whole con- 
duct they had afterwards as much reafon to be diflatis- 
fied. 

However, as in a pott of flich importance, there 
was need of a governor cf great experience, and equal- 
ly wife and intrepid, the grand matter and council 
thought proper to recal him, and put in his room the 
commander de la Valette, a knight of the language of 
Provence, who from die time of his profeffion at Malta, 
had never ftirred from thence, unlefs it were to go a 
cruifing againft the infidels. He had, in thefe expedi- 
tions, met fometimes with good, fometimes with ill 
fortune ; but had ever difeovered the fame courage and 
refolution in both, being fometimes victorious, and 
fometimes beaten ; healfohad been taken by the infidels, 
but the moment he got out of prifon, had always gone 
a cruifing again. His very name carried terror along 
with it, in the feas of Africa and Sicily ; and among 
the great number of knights who went out a cruifing, 
the infidels had not an enemy whom they dreaded more 
than they did him. He was no fooner arrived at Tri- 
poli, than he made a review of the officers and foldi- 
ers, as well of the Chrittians as of the Moors in alli- 
ance with the order. All thefe he furnifhed with good 
weapons, broke all fuch as appeared to him unfit to bear 
them, or were conviCled of having played them away 
for want of money ; and punifhed blafphemers fevere- 
ly. He afterwards fent away all ufelefs perfons out of 
the town and cattle, ereCted a magazine of provifions, 
added new fortifications to the place, as far as its ill fi- 
tuation, and the little money he had, would allow him; 
when caufing an exaCt plan to he made of it, and of all 
the coaft of Africa, he di (patched a knight with it to 
the emperor, to fhew him of what importance iuwasfor 
his Italian, and even for his Spanifh territories, to keep 
Tripoli from falling into the hands of the infidels ; and 
particularly into thole of Dragut, who was at that time 
chief of all the corfairs of Bai bary, and who had fuc- 
ceeded BarbarofTa in that port, and in his defign of 
driving the knights from the coatts of Africa. 

I 2 Dragut 
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Dragut, of whom mention is now made, was 
born in a little village of Natolia, lying over againft 
the ifle of Rhodes. His father and mother were Maho- 
metans, both of them poor, who fubfifled by tilling of 
the ground, and the labour of their hands ; but this 
obfeure and painful way of life, not fluting the warm 
and refllels temper of young Dragut, he lilted himfelf 
when but twelve years of age, under an officer of the 
artillery, who lerved on board the grand feignior’s gal- 
lics. He was at firft a cabin-boy, then a common 
fail or, next a pilot, and afterwards, by his patron’s 
inflru&ions, an excellent gunner, in which quality he 
ferved for feveral years, onboard of different veflels; 
when having gained fome money, he came to be a 
partner in a brigantine of corfairs. After this, he foon 
got a galiot to himfelf, and made confiderable prizes 
with it ; upon which he encreafed his armament, and 
made himfelf to he dreaded over all the Levant. There 
was not one pilot among the irffidels who had fo per- 
fect a knowledge of the iflands, the ports and roads 
of the mediterranean, as Dragut : but as all who failed 
in the feas of Tnrky, at that time, depended in fome 
meafure on Barbaroffa, the grand leignor’s admiral, 
Dragut fought his protection, and went to Algiers to 
offer him his fcrvice. 

The reputation of this corfair had reached there be- 
fore him ; and Barbaroffa had been well informed of 
his valour, and particularly of his capacity in the (leer- 
ing of veffels, for which reafon he was glad to en- 
gage a man offo much merit in his fervice. He em- 
ployed him for feveral years on various expeditions, in 
which he acquitted himfelf to his general’s fatisfa&ion, 
and with extraordinary fuccefs. Barbaroffa, after hav- 
ing made him pals through all the degrees of fervice, 
made him his lieutenant, and gave him the command 
of a fquadron of twelve gallies. 

After that time, there never palled a fummer but 
this terrible corfair ravaged the coafls of Naples and 
Sicily. No Chriflian fhip durfl venture to go over from 
Italy to Spain, but it was immediately fnapped up ; and 
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when the tea did not furnifh him with prizes, he made 
himfelf ample amends by defeents upon the coafts, when 
lie plundered towns and villages, and carried off the 
inhabitants into flavery. 

The emperor, tired with the complaints which he 
received from all quarters concerning Dragut, ordered 
Andrew Doria his admiral to go in queft of him’, find 
him out, and, coft what it would, to flop his pro- 
grefs, and clear the fea of him. Doria, upon the re- 
ceipt of the emperer’s orders, immediately fitted out 
all the velfels and gallies he could meet with, that 
were in a condition to bear the lea ; and, as that old 
general was fatiated with glory, he, in order to put 
his nephew Jannetin Doria in a fair way of acquiring 
his (hare of it, left the expedition to him. Hereupon 
young Doria fet fail immediately; fought for Dragut, 
and was at laft lucky enough to meet with him along 
the coaft of the ifie of Corfica, in the port or road of 
Giralatta, a caftle feated between Calvi and Layazzo. 
The corfair, who knew nothing of the emperor’s fleet 
being at fea, thought himfelf fa fe in that creek ; but 
he foon found himfelf fhut up in it, and the cannon 
both of the caftle, and of the artillery of theveflels, con- 
tinually annoying him : He at firft defended himfelf 
with his ufual courage; but the fuperior fire of the 
Chriftians overpowered his; and he law likewife at the 
lame time all the coafts of the ifland lined with the in- 
habitants in arms, a fierce people, who ran to contri- 
bute to his defeat, in order to be revenged on the cor- 
fair, who had fo often ravaged their villages. 

In this extremiy, Dragut had no other refource 
than to put up the white flag, when he defired to en- 
er into a negotiation, and demanded terms, in quality 
of a prifoner of war. But all the compofition he could 
get was to redeem his life at the price of his liberty ; 
lo that he was obliged to furrender himfelf to the Chri- 
ftian general, together with all the gallies he had under 
his command: upon which they brought him, together 
with his officers, on board the admiral galley to young 
Doria, who as yet not having a beard, the old corfair, 
1 3 t'ranf- 
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tranfported with rage, cried out, « Mud I, at my age, 
i( lee mylelfbecome a flaveto a little fmock- faced boy ?' 
The hiftorians of that age relate, that he made ufc of a 
term that was much more offenfive, and which modef- 
ty forbids me to repeat ; and that Jannetin, provoked 
with lo outrageous an affront, ftruck him more than 
once on the face, and ordered him to be chained. 

Dr ag ut remained a flave for four years together ; 
and though they offered any terms for his ranfbm, they 
yet could never prevail to have his liberty reflored. 
But the Genoele being afterwards alarmed to fee the fa- 
mous BarbarofTa with an hundred gallies in the river 
of Genoa, demanded Dragut from Doria; when to pre- 
vent their territory from being ravaged, they lent him 
back, with prelents to the fultan's admiral. 

Barb a ross a reflored him immediately to his form- 
er pod, and gave him, as ufual, a detachment of his 
gallies. The ill treatment he had received whild he 
was a flave, had encreafed his natural hatred to the 
Chriflians ; whereupon he over-ran all the coads of 
the kingdom of Naples, took and facked Cadel-Lamara, 
and mod of the villages of the coafl ; made a great 
number of flaves, and a few days afterwards took a 
galley of the order, that had been feparated from the 
fquadron in a dorm, on board of which he found 
feventy thoufand crowns, that were defigned for the 
fortifications of Tripoli; an irreparable lols with re- 
fpeift to that place, as well as to thole to whom it be- 
longed. BarbarofTa was now returned to Condanti- 
nople ; where, notwithdanding his being upwards of 
eighty years of age, he neverthelefs paffed his days and 
nights with the faired of his flaves ; but happening to 
carry his debauch too far, he was found dead in his 
bed. 

Solyman was fenfibly concerned at this lofs; and, 
to have his place filled up, ordered all the corlairs of 
his dominions to fubmit to Dragut, in quality of their 
general ; but at the lame time without honouring him 
with the dignity of admiral, notwithdanding which. 
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lie entrufled him with all the authority he had in the 
Southren parts, and on the coafl of Africa. 

The ambition of Dragut grew up with his power, 
fo that he refolved, in imitation of Barbaroffa, to feize 
on fome flrong place and good port, into which, he, 
by virtue of Solyman’s content and protection, might 
bring in his prizes, and make it a kind of petty flate 
and principality for himfelf. Big withthefe important 
views, and even before the orders of the port had de- 
termined in what manner the campaign fhould be car- 
ried on, he got together, during winter, all thecorfairs 
that wereinthofe feas, and, putting himfelf at their 
head, drove the Spaniards immediately out of the 
towns of Sufa, Monefler, and Fagues, all of them 
places that had formerly belonged to the kingdom of 
Tunis ; but which being open, and without any for- 
tifications, received indifferently into their ports the 
ftrongefl fide, whichfoever it might be, that happened 
to be mailer of the fea : fo that they had palled feve- 
ral times fucceflively from the dominion of the Moors, 
and natural princes of the country, to that of the Turk- 
ifh corfairs, and afterwards fell under the dominion of 
the Spaniards. 

Dr ag ut made himfelf mafter of them with the fame 
facility ; but as he forefaw that it would be impofixble 
for him to maintain himfelf in them againft all the 
united forces of the emperor, and that as foon as fpring 
fhould be come, he fhould infallibly be befieged by the 
gallies of Naples and Sicily, he call his eyes on the 
town of Africa, otherways called Mehedia, and known 
in the time of the Romans by the name of Adrumetum. 
This city, which lies between Tunis and Tripoli, was 
built upon a narrow flip of land jutting out into the fea ; 
they called it little Africa, as being one of the mofl 
confiderable places in that third part of our continent : 
It was regularly fortified; its walls weie very high; and 
it was flrengthened moreover with ramparts on the in- 
fide, of an extraordinary thicknefs, provided with tow- 
ers and bulwarks; and there was a large train of artillery 
in it, all in good order. There was alfo above the 
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town, and on an eminence that commanded it, a £ov( / 
or kind of cattle, which ferved for a citadel. The 
harbour was large, fafe, and fheltered from all winds: 
There was alio another that was fmaller, and particu- 
lar for the gallies, which they (hut up with iron rails. 
The waves of the fea w allied the walls of the place, and 
cncompafied it on all fides, except only in one part 
where it joined to the main land. 

The inhabitants, who were all Moors and Maho- 
metans, had, after their revolting from the dominion 
of the kings of Tunis, their natural princes, formed a 
commonwealth among them lei v r cs ; and for fear of be- 
ing furpriled, or of any attempt that fhould be made 
upon their liberty, would not admit either Turks or. 
Chriftians into their city ; and whenever, from a necel- 
lity of trading, they allowed of any foreign vettels 
coming into their harbour, they never fullered but a 
few to come in at a time, and that too with fuch pre- 
cautions as fecured them from being furpriled. 

This place, fuch as we have reprefented it, became 
the object of Dragnt’s ambitious wifhes: But as he had 
not forces fufficient to attack it by open force, and 
that he was not certain, whether the grand feignior. 
might approve of his employing his arms in that enter- 
prife, he refolved to fupply with artifice what he want- 
ed in ttrength, and endeavour to take it by lb me intel- 
ligence which he might gain within the place ; being 
perfuaded that princes very feldom difavow even the 
moft unjutt enterpriles, when the fucceeding in them 
turns to their advantage : For which end, and in order 
the better to reconnoitre the place, he fometimes put 
into the port, with a light brigantine, or galliot only, 
and obliged his foldiers to obferve a certain complai- 
faneeand decorum that is rarely found among corfairs ; 
after which, he infenfibly contracted an acquaintance 
with one of the principal magiftrates, Ibrahim-Barat 
by name, who commanded one of the principal towers 
that Hanked the walls of the town. Dragut cultivated 
this new friendftiip with prefents, confitting of the moft 
curious and valuable things he could meet with in his 
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prizes ; which indeed is the only method to gain the 
confidence of fuch Barbarians, and even too frequent- 
ly that of Chriflians. He next began to infinuate to 
him, that he would freely admit him as a partner in all 
thofe prizes which he daily made, making him fenfl- 
ble of the immenfe profit that would accrue to him 
from fuch a partnerfhip : But at the fame time he ob- 
fervcd to him, that in order to make this union Wrong- 
er, and their partnerfhip more durable, it were to be 
wifhed, that he could be admitted into the city in qua- 
lity of a citizen. The Moor, tempted by the hopes of 
gain, undertook to make the propofal to the council ; 
but as it was a corfair who made the propofal, it was 
rejected by all the magiflrates, and Ibrahim was feverc- 
ly reprimanded for having been the firft who had ever 
offered fuch a propofal. The Moor, full of trouble 
and vexation to fee himfelf refufed, went to greater 
lengths than perhaps he at firft thought to go : Dragut, 
thinking him capable of attempting any thing to be re- 
venged, and in order to make his advantage of the 
heat of his refentment, made a propofal to him that he 
fhould receive him into the tower of the city which he 
commanded ; and, offering him confiderable fums, he 
brought him to accept of it. The covetous Moor, un- 
able to refill the temptation, entered entirely into Dra- 
gut's meafures ; after which, their bargain was foon 
concluded, when they agreed that the corfair fhould go 
away immediately ; that, in order to wipe of the re- 
membrance of his defigns, and difperfe the jealoufy 
which the magiflrates might entertain on that account, 
he fhould difappear for fome time ; that he fhould after- 
wards take all the troops which he had in Sufa andMonef- 
ter, and make them draw off as openly as pofTible towards 
Africa; and that he himfelf fhould come in the night to 
the foot of the tower, at an hour afTigned him by the pri- 
or, who by the pofl he commanded would facilitate his 
entry into the city. This traitorous plot was put in ex- 
ecution before the inhabitants had the lead notion of 
it ; for Dragut was let into the tower in the dark, 
from whence he entered into, and feizecl the prin- 
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cipal pods of the city, when the day (hewed the citi- 
zens their misfortune. They all however ran to arms, 
and encountered the enemy ; but as every thing was 
full of trouble and confulion, they fought with more 
impetuofity than condudt. The corfairs cut part of 
them to pieces, and obliged the reft to throw down 
their arms, and fubmit to acknowledge a man for their 
matter and fovereign, whom they had refufed to admit 
in quality of a citizen. He afterwards brought frefh 
troops into the place, which infpired a dread of his 
authority, and was of u(e in fupporting it ; when 
having eftabliffied his new dominion on fuch iolid foun- 
dations, he put the government of the city into the 
hands of a young corfair his nephew, rais or captain 
E(Te by name. 

He afterwards, purfuant to the orders of the porte, 
fet fail from Africa, in order to continue his cruiiings 
againtt the Cbrittians ; but, before he embarked, left 
orders with his nephew, to make away with the Moor, 
who had let him into the place, during his abfence ; 
for fear left a repentance for having betrayed his coun- 
try, or the hope of a larger recompence, might engage 
him in a new treachery. The governor did not fail to 
execute his orders immediately after his departure, and 
Ibrahim* received the reward which his treachery Co 
juftly merited. 

The news of the taking of Africa alarmed all the 
coafts of Sicily, and gave the emperor great uneafinefs. 
This prince faw plainly that the corfair was going to 
make it the feat of his arms ; that its port would ferve 
him for the future as a retreat for his velfels, and that 
from thence he might eafily infeft all thofe leas, and 
make a terrible havock over all the coafts of Naples and 
Sicily ; to prevent which, he refolved to befiege that 
city, before his dominion (hould be better fettled in it. 
But before he engaged in fo difficult an enterprife, his 
council was of opinion, that it would-be proper to re- 
cover Sufa, Monefter,andthe other placesinthe neigh- 
bourhood, from whence the coriairs might draw fuc- 
cours. 

Doria* 
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Dor 1 a, purfuant to his orders, put to lea, with the 
Beet under liis command, being reinforced with the 
pope’s gallies ; and the grand mailer, at the emperor’s 
requefl, lent thofe of Malta upon this expedition, un- 
der the command of the bailiff de la Sangle. There 
were in this fquadron an hundred and forty knights, 
and a battalion of four hundred men of the troops in 
the fervice of the order. When all thefe forces were 
joined, the Chriflian fleet let fail, flood away for the 
coaft of Africa, and, upon advice, which Dona receiv- 
ed, that Dragut was in the port ofMonefler, he went 
thither to meet him ; but the corfair was too cunning, 
as well as too diffident, to Ihut himfelf up in fo weak 
a place, Jand therefore failed out, and put to fea ; when 
having certain notice that Doria had not troops enough 
on board his fleet to form the fiege of Africa, he, either 
in order to avoid coming up with him, or elle to make 
a diverfion, till fuch time as he might be fatisfied of 
his deligns, over-ran the coafl of Spain, where he con- 
tinued his ufual ravages. 

Doria, on his fide, purfuant to the emperor’s or- 
ders, landed his fmall body of troops at Cap-bon, and 
leized on the fort of Calibia, the old Clupea of the Ro- 
mans, from whence he advanced up to the gates ofMo- 
nefler: At the approach of the Chriftian troops, which 
did not appear to be very numerous, the Turks, to- 
gether with the inhabitants that had taken arms in 
their favour, made a fally, not fo much with any de* 
flgn of- fighting, as to reconnoitre the forces of the ene- 
my.^ But the knights, who had the van, and were 
fuftained by a Spanilh regiment, fparing them the 
trouble of coming up to them, advanced at a great pace, 
came up with them, forced the Moors againft their 
wills to come to an engagement, killed a great num- 
ber of them, put the refl to flight, and purlued them 
fo dole, that they got to the city along with them, 
and by that means made themfelves mafters of it ; 
part of the inhabitants, who had not been con- 
cerned in the fally, together with fuch Turks as 
bad efcaped the flrft fury of the vi&orious, took re- 
fuge with the governor in the caflle. Doria fuin- 
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moned the commander to furrender, and upon his re- 
fufal, planted his batteries, and the artillery played upon 
the fort. The Chri Ilian admiral fancied himfelf difho- 
noured by attacking ilich an inconfiderable place ac- 
cording to the ordinary rules made ufe of on fuch oc- 
cafions ; and therefore, asfoon as a breach was made, 
he, without examining whether it was large enough, or- 
dered them to prepare for the alfault. The inhabitants 
would willingly have capitulated; but the governor, an 
old corfair, who had a good number of his brother 
pirates with him, ftoutly rejedted the propofal. His 
boldnefs, and Doria’s precipitation, caufed both the 
attack and the defence to be equally warm and bloody; 
the order loft a great part of its knights in it, and 
the battle had lafted for above an hour and an half be- 
fore a judgment could be made of its fuccefs ; but the 
governor having been killed upon the breach with a 
musket-ball, that blow, as if all the foldiers of -the 
garrifon had been knocked down with it, quite damp- 
ed their courage, and they offered to capitulate. The 
corfairs, to fave their lives, confented to lofe their li- 
berty ; and the inhabitants, who, out of zeal for their 
religion, had taken arms in their favour, did not meet 
with better treatment. 

The emperor taking this firft advantage for a good 
omen, ordered Doria to difpofe every thing for the 
jiege of Africa, and fignified to him that the viceroys 
of Naples and Sicily had orders to fur nidi him all the 
fuccours of troops and ammunition he might have oc- 
cafion for. Upon this, the admiral wrote immediately 
to Don Pedro de Toledo, viceroy of Naples, and to 
Don Juan de Vega, who commanded in Sicily, to 
fend him, with all imaginable expedition, what gallies 
and (hips they had, with a quantity of ammunition and 
proviftons, and a body of land forces on board. Dur- 
ing his waiting for their coming up, to prevent any 
troop^ from entering into Africa, he polled himfelf at 
the iflands called Cumilieres or Coniglieres, which lie 
nearer that place than Monefter, though the latter was 
but at three miles diftance. The viceroy of Naples fent 
him word that he was getting ready a ftrong reinforce- 
ment, 
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nvcnt, which fhould be commanded by Don Garcia his 
Ton ; the viceroy of Sicily gave him the like aflaran- 
ces ; and added, that as the people of his government, 
by their fituation nearer Africa, were more ftrongly 
bound in point of intereft, to drive the corfairs out of 
that place, he therefore defigned to head his troops in 
perfon ; but as the fuccours he was preparing were not 
yet got ready, and that Dragut was fcouring the Teas 
with (everal fquadrons, in order tofurprife the Chrifti- 
an veflels, and ruin the enterprife, the viceroy, for his 
fecurity, inflfted that the admiral fhould fix the general 
rendezvous of all the Chriftian fleet at Trepano in Sici- 
ly : to which he added, that he was refolved to go 
thither himfelf, with all his (hips and gallies, and, 
when their lquadron fhould be joined, and all the 
emperor’s fea forces united in one body, they then 
might go in concert, without the leaf]: interruption, to 
form the fiege of Africa. 

The admiral, who, from the Cumilieres iflands, kept 
the port of that place in a manner blocked up, fore- 
few very well, that if he fliould quit his port, Dragut 
would not fail to make ufe of the opportunity, and 
throw in fuccours ; but as he had received private or- 
ders, to do nothing in the carrying on the (iege with- 
out the advice of Don Juan de Vega, who was an old 
oflicer, and an excellent general, Doria was forced to 
go to him to Palermo, from whence they went tocre- 
ther to Trepano, at which place the gallies and troops 
of Naples and Malta were already arrived. 

The Neapolitan fuccours confifted of twenty-four 
gallies, and (everal veflels with land forces on board. 
Don Garcia de Toledo, as has been already ohferved 
commanded this ftrong lquadron ; and as Doria feldom 
quitted the fea, that young lord flattered himfelf with 
the hopes of carrying on the fiege himfelf, and of hav- 
ing all the honour that would accrue from thence; but 
hearing that the viceroy of Sicily had declared bis re- 
(blution of going thither in perfbn, he wasfo vexed to 
fee himfelf balked of the glory he had hoped to gain 
Vol. IV. K b v 
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by that means, that he re-imbarked as if he intend- 
ed to go away, and feparate from the rcfl: of the ar- 
my ; but in order to cover his difcontent with fomc 
fpecious pretence, he told Doria, that as the viceroy 
his father had received orders from the emperor to put 
all his gaiJies to fea, in order to go in fearch of Dra- 
gut, and fight him, he could not difpenfe with his in- 
ftrudtions. 

Doria faw with grief, that this divifion between 
the chiefs, arifing from a jealoufy for the command, 
would make the enterprile mifcarry ; and that Don 
Garcia, though a young officer, yet being independent 
on the viceroy of Sicily, was for making his advan- 
tage of the great occafion they had for the body under 
his command. He did all that lay in his power to 
keep him with them, and prevent his going off j and 
they made a kind of negotiation of that affair; the bai- 
liff de la Sangle, commander of the gallies of Malta, 
bad the management of it by Doria’s order: that ju- 
dicious knight carried meffages between both parties ; 
but Don Garcia, what propofals foever they might make 
him, would not abate a title of his pretenflons : he 
maintained, that as he commanded a fleet and body of 
troops in chief, nothing could oblige him to fcrve as a 
fubaltern, without exprefs orders from the emperor to 
that purpofe : that indeed he was fenfible of the re- 
lpedt that would be due to the emperor’s flag, and to his 
great admiral, fo long as he fhould be out at fea ; but 
that when they fhould be a-fhore, and efpecially in a 
foreign country, he would never fubmit to receive or- 
ders from a general, who had no right to claim any 
authority over the Neapolitan troops. (This difpute 
was very warm, and lafted feveral days ; when at lafl: 
the bailiff de la Sangle, who was of a reconciling tem- 
per, brought them to agree to the following refolutions, 
viz. that they fhould both have an equal authority a- 
Ihore ; that each fhould command the troops which 
he had brought with him to the fiege ; that the coun- 
cil of war fhould regulate and determine the attacks, 
by the plurality of voices j and that orders fhould be 
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given in the emperor’s name, in the fame manner as if 
he commanded in perlon at the fiege. Thefe difputes 
being happily over, the whole fleet fet fail, 
flood away for Africa, when they landed the 1 5 £0. 
troops on the eafl fide of the place, on the 
twenty-fixth of June. 

Dragut, during Doria’s voyage into Sicily and 
Trepano, 'had not failed, as that experienced admiral 
had forefeen, to throw a ftrong reinforcement into the 
place; he had pnt fome of his bed officers into it, with 
lupplies of provifions and ammunition ; and at the 
fame time put out to fea, in order to intercept the con 
voys that ftiould be fent to the Chriftian army. The 
governor of Goletta, who was an officer of great re- 
putation and diftinguifhed valour, came, by the empe- 
peror’s exprefs orders, to the fiege ; and the grand ma- 
iler of Malta, knowing the lofs which the order had 
fuftained at the affault of the caftle of Monafler, fent 
a new recruit of knights to fupply the place of fuch as 
had been killed. 

After the generals had landed their troops, their 
ammunition and artillery, they opened the trenches, 
they railed batteries, and the artillery began to fire up- 
on the place. When the magiflrates, and principal 
inhabitants, who were all rich merchants, faw a for- 
midable army before their walls, they detefled the pi- 
racies of Dragut, which had drawn that war upon 
them, and they began to talk openly of treating with 
the Chriftians ; but Rais Elf?, who was Dragut’s ne- 
phew, and governor of the place, being a refolute fol- 
dier, threatned, that if they mentioned fo much as a 
(ingle word about capitulating, he would ilabthem all 
one after another, and afterwards fet fire to the city ; 
and, upbraiding them with their cowardice, ''lie asked 
them in a (offer tone, whether, in cafe of their furren- 
dering themfelves to the Chriftians, they could be fo 
filly as to believe that their mortal enemies, when once 
become their mafters, would leave them in the exer- 
cife of their religion, and the enjoyment of their eftates; 
adding, that they ought to confider, that in this war 
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every thing that was clear to man lay at (lake ; they 
having their lives, their liberties, their religion, their 
wives, and their children to defend. At the lame time 
he, in order to encourage them,reprefented tothemthc 
itrength of the place, the numerous artillery, the arms 
and ammunition that were in it ; telling them further, 
that he had i 700 foot and 600 horle under his coin- 
mand,all which his uncle had chofen from amongft his 
hell troops, who, like himlelf, had taken a refolution 
to bury themlelves in the ruins of the place, rather 
tnan /urrender it to the Chriftians. The magiftrates, 
intimidated rather by his menaces, than encouraged by 
his promiles, prepared, though againft their wills, to 
fuflain a fiege, which it was not in their power to pre- 
vent : But the populace, who were furious with zeal, 
and lo much the more jealous of their religion, as they 
knew but very little of it, made no other anfwer to the 
governor’s difeourfe than by venting imprecations againft 
the Chriftians. They all ftrove to out-vie each other 
in their exhortations to die for the fake of their religi- 
on ; and prejudice and obftinacy lupplied the place of 
refolution and courage. 

The governor, in order to confirm them in thclc 
fentiments, and to give them a proof that he was not 
afraid of the Chriftians, ordered his cavalry to Tally out 
with three hundred arquebufiers, who advanced to a 
riling ground near adjoining, whence they fired upon 
the emperor’s camp, with their muskets and (bine field 
pieces. Don Garcia, whofe quarter lay near to it, 
marched immediately with part of his troops, in order 
to dillodge them from that poll : the skirmilh was 
warm and obftinate, as indeed generally happens in the 
firft combats, by the fuccefs of which, men often 
judge before-hand of the fate of the whole enterprile. 
The governor, in order to fuftain his men, lent out fix 
hundred Moors, armed with muskets, to their fuccour, 
who made a furious difeharge, which made a terrible 
havock among the Neapolitans. Although the viceroy 
of Sicily might not perhaps be forry to lee Don Gar- 
cia beaten and repulled, yet the emperor’s fervice, and 
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the interefl of the common caule, made him urge the 
knights to advance to the fuccour of the Neapolitans ; 
upon which the bailiff de la Single, who commanded 
the battalion of Malta, marched out immediately, came 
up with the Moors, charged them fword in hand ; 
when t hole infidels, who were very unfit to (land their 
ground in battle, broke away in a moment The in- 
fantry got back to the gates of the town, which were 
fhut after them ; and the cavalry, difperling themfelves 
in the plain, as faft as their hones could gallop, threw 
themfelves into a for eft of olives, where they immedi- 
ately difappeared. 

The cannon had begun with battering the faufTe- 
braye, and the pannel of the wall which ran crofs 
the flip of land before mentioned ; when the breach 
appearing to be pra&icable, they lent officers to re- 
connoitre it. Thefe, at their return, declared, that 
behind the breach they had difeovered deep intrench- 
ments, which were well flanked, the bottom of which 
was (tuck full of iron fpikes ; for which realon they 
would infallibly lole all the troops they fhould fend 
upon the attack : But the viceroy of Sicily, lulpe&ing 
that fear might have a confiderable (hare in this report, 
or at leaft that it was greatly exaggerated, prevailed 
upon them to come to a refolution of making an af- 
fault on the Friday following ; during which interval 
they redoubled the battery, in order to widen the 
breach. On Friday, two hours before day-break, 
the viceroy, who was for having all the honour of the 
enterprife to himfelf, notwithftanding the undifputed 
right which the knights had of being at the head of 
all attacks, advanced with his own troops to the foot 
of the wall. 

The Sicilians found the breach of the faufTehraye 
lined with enemies, who made a terrible fire, and kill- 
ed a great number of the Chiiftians. But theaffuil- 
ants, without the leafl fear, and perhaps without 
knowing ail the danger, got to the top of the breach, 
when the braved of them threw themfelves defperately 
into the ditch, which was between the fuuffebraye and 
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the fort : but they were all killed upon the fpot, ex- 
cept one man only, whom the infidels fpared, and took 
prifoner, purpofely to get fome light into the defigns 
of the Chriftians. Other troops advanced to fuftain 
this firft body, but without meeting any better fuccefs: 
for they met every where with deep cuts and intrench- 
ments lying one above another, from whence they 
were galled continually with cannon and musket-ball, 
that flew as thick as hail. The fire of the befieged 
demolifhed every thing that dared fo much as to ap- 
pear. This afTault coft the generals the braveft of their 
loldiers, who, in order to prevent their lofing any 
more, ordered a retreat to be founded. The officers, 
as well as foldiers, difheartened at 1b dangerous an at- 
tack, threw themfolves with precipitation into their 
trenches. This ill fuccefs (truck a great damp on the 
ardor of the befiegers. If the difcontented and dejedt- 
ed foldiery did not dare to (peak of raifing the fiege, 
they neverthelefs faw plain enough, that it would (pin 
out to a great length. What made the calamity (till 
greater was, their provifions began to fail ; and con- 
tagious diftempers, contracted from fatigue and un- 
wholefome food, attacked both officers and common 
foldiers. 

The bailiff de la Sangle, who reckoned hofpitality 
to be his chief duty, eredled a kind ofhofpital and in- 
firmary in his tents, where he took great care to have 
the lick foldiers well looked after. The knights, in 
obedience to his orders, and in imitation of his ex- 
ample, attended on them in their turns ; fo that now 
all the army admired their charity as much as they had 
done their courage. Dragut, who was ever attentive 
to the defence of a place that was of fuch importance 
to him, endeavoured to throw fuccours into it ; where- 
upon he landed eight hundred of his men ; and getting 
together three thoufand Moors, all of them good ar- 
quebufiers, whom he had levied with his money, he 
lay fnug with them in the foreft of olives near Africa, 
to which place the Chriftians ufed to come for their 
fafeines. His defign was to have attacked the lines 
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oil St. James’s day, who being the patron of Spain, he, 
for that rea/on, hoped to find the toldiers either drunk 
or in diiorder, and abfent from their colours; and, in 
order to facilitate the getting in of the fuccour*, he had 
given the governor notice to makes fally at the fame time 
with all his garrifon : but chance was the occafion of 
his ambulcade s being dilcovered, and brought on an en- 
gagement fooner than he intended ; for the viceroy of 
Sicily, going into the forelt with the bailiff de la 
Sangle, the governor of Goletta, and a great efcort of 
knights, to order the cutting of fafcines, Dragut, who 
lay concealed there, fuffering them to come near him, 
role up fuddenly with his men, gave them a terrible 
fire, and fell in immediately upon the knights with their 
drawn fabres. The bailiff, notwithftanding his being 
furprifed by the enemy, foon put his men in order, they 
being all old warriors, who knew very well how to fall 
into it of themfelves, fo that the battalion formed itfelf 
without any manner of difficulty ; after which, there 
followed no finall skirmilh, but rather an obltinate en- 
gagement; and they fought for a long time together 
with various fuccefs. The Turks and Moors, by their 
frequent firing,kiJled a great number of Chriftians, among 
which the lols of Lewis Peres de Vargas governor of 
Goletta, and feveral of the braveft knights, were par- 
ticularly regreted. The viceroy met with fome diffi- 
culty m drawing his troops out of the foreff, and re- 
covering the plain : Dragut purfued him for fome time 
and made feveral charges ; but finding ftill the fame 
men, and a body of warriors, which, tho’ fmall in 
number, did yet difcover the mod intrepid air, mak- 
ing head againft him, he drew off his troops ; and the 
Moors, knowing the country, threw themfelves into 
*flf a § a!n ’ difperfed as ufual, and did not rally 
till fuch time as they came near Fagiies, which was their 
rendezvous. 

At the viceroy’s return, the generals held a council 
of war, when by their orders and dire&ions all the 
batteries continued firing with the fame fury ; befides 
Which, they alfo railed Ibme new ones : but the walls 
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were To thick, and fo well drengthencd with rampaits, 
that the cannon did no more than graze upon them as 
it were ; and the breaches Teemed lb (mall, and were 
covered with intrenchments that were To well fortified, 
that they durd not hazard a (econd aflaulf. They 
even began to fear that they (hould be obliged to raHe 
the fiege ; but Don Garcia, who was full of fire, al- 
ways in action, whofe thoughts were entirely bent on 
the fucce's of the enterprife, formed a defign which 
gained him the principal honour of it. He had learn- 
ed from Tome deierters, that a part of the wall, which 
the lea waflied, was weaker than the reft, and even 
neglected by the befieged, who did not think that great 
veflels could come near it, by reafon of the banks of 
fand which the waves had drove on that fide. Don 
Garcia, after having communicated his project to the 
admiral, and to the council, took the hulks of two old 
gallies that drew but little water, bound them faff 
one to another, and railed a battery upon them with 
parapets and port-holes. This machine was in a dark 
night tow'ed by fome skiffs and great boats, and brought 
over againft the place where he intended to make a 
breach ; and he made the two gallies fad with four 
anchors, two of which were towards the land and 
the wall, and the other two towards the main fea. 

They began at day-break to batter the pannel of the 
wall, that lay oppofite to this platform ; and the can- 
non fired with fo much fury, that a great part of the 
wall was beat down in a little time : a reafonable 
breach, in the opinion of the engineers, was (oon 
made ; fo that the generals refolved to try an alTault. 
The knights of Malta, purfuant to cuftom, and the 
privilege of that illudrious body, had the pod of ho- 
nour alfigned them, advanced fiift to the dorm. The 
bailiff de la Sangle regulated their march, and the or- 
der of the attack : he ordered that the commander de 
Giou, fupported by two files of the olded knights, 
(hould carry the dandard of the order at their head. 
The chevalier de Guimeran, and, in cafe he ihould be 
killed, the chevalier Copier was to fudainthis fird body 
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with all the young knights, and feveral volunteers of 
different nations, who had defired to fight under the 
banner of Sc. John. They put in their rear four com- 
panies of the Maltefe foldiers, each of them command- 
ed by officers of the order ; and the bailiff, with tome 
i old knights which he kept about him, was to dole 
the march, in order to go afterwards to fuch places as 
fhould have the mod need of his prefence and affid- 
ance. 

The viceroy of Sicily with his own troops, and 
Don Garcia with thofe of Naples, in order to make a 
diverfion, undertook refpedlively to make other at- 
tacks ; and thefe two generals, from an emulation of 
glory, and to have each of them the honour of fird 
planting liis dandard on the top of the breach, promif- 
cd their foldiers extraordinary rewards. The knights, 
who had no need of fuch felf-interefled motives, the 
moment a cannon-fhot had given thefignal for an at- 
tack, got into skiffs, and light fhallops, which drew 
but little water ; notwithstanding which, mod of thefe 
brave knights, feeing themfelves dopped every moment 
by banks of fan d, leaped into the fea with their iwords 
drawn, and, marching up to the middle, and often up 
to the fhoulders, in water, they at lad got to the foot 
of the wall. The infidels appeared upon the highed 
part of the breach, and, in order to keep the Chriftians 
from approaching it, plied them at the fame time with 
their great and linall fhot, with arrows, dones, fire- 
pots, and boiling oil, making a weapon of every thing 
that lay next to their hands. However the knights, 
not daunted at the number of their dead,furmounted all 
thele obdacles, and forced their way to the top of the 
breach, by the fide of a tower that joined to the corner 
of the wall. The commander de Giou immediately fet 
up the dandard of the order ; but he was the fame 
moment ftruck backwards by a musket-ball : the 
I dandard was taken up by the commander Copier, who 
held it aloft during the whole battle, in the midd of all 
the fire, and the Ihowers of crofs-bow-fhot. In the 
mean time the cannon which played upon them from 

the 


1 1 2 Eiflory of the Knights of M a l t A . 

the adjoining tower, and the fire of the musketeer? 
from the intrenchment, made dreadful havock among 
the knights, who were unable either to advance for- 
ward themfelves, or force the infidels to retire back. 
A great number of knights, and noble volunteers, who 
fought under their banner, and mod of the Maltefe fol- 
diers, loft their lives on this occafion. The command- 
-er de Guimeran, who was at the head of the attack, 
was infinitely concerned to fee his brother knights kill- 
ed by his fide, yet could not refolve with himielf to 
abandon his poft. When, happily for him, as he was 
turning his eyes on all fides, he difcovered on the left 
hand, thro’ the ruins, a little path that led to the body 
of the place ; others pretend that was the ruins of a 
gallery of communication : be that as it will, the com- 
mander, at the head of his companions, makes an effort, 
repulfes every thing that he meets with in his way, 
opens himielf a paffage, rufhes into the gallery, which 
was all gone to ruin, except the beams and fomejoyfts, 
and, marching over them with as much .refblution as 
he would have done over a done bridge, he makes his 
way into the city. 

At this noife the inhabitants ran up and down, and, 
alarmed by the cries of their wives and children, bar- 
ricade themfelves in the ftreets, get into the houfes, 
from whence they make a terrible fire. Here the 
knights found themfelves flopped again, and obliged in 
a manner to make as many fieges as there were in- 
trenchmentsin every quarter. But whilft they were thus 
fighting, the Turks 'and Moors, who were oppofing 
the Neapolitans and Sicilians, hearing that the Maltefe 
were got within the place, abandoned the defence of 
it, to run to the fuccour of their houfes and families. 
Upon which the Chriftians immediately fpread them- 
felves over the city, and made them fenfiblc, that every 
man’s maintaining himfelf in his refpe<5live poft would 
have been the only way for them to havepreferved their 
particular fortunes. The poor inhabitants, after having 
made a pretty weak refiftance in fome quarters, feeing 
the enemy mafter of the place, fly for their lives. Some 
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make the beft of their way to the plain and the forefts 
others get into boats. Some out of defpair threw 
themfelves headlong into the fea,and Dragut’s foldiers; 
who were more afraid of his reproaches than of death 
itfelf, wenttojfeekit onthepointof theChriftians fwords, 
not one of them would call for quarter, fo that they all 
made themfelves be killed to a man. They met with 
a confiderable booty in this place ; for befides 7000 
flaves, of every age and fex, the foldiers found the city 
filled with magazines of very rich merchandize, and 
plenty of gold, filver, and precious hones in the houfes 
of the principal inhabitants. 

Bu t the richeft booty was the place itfelf, which, at 
that time, was the hrongeft on the coaft of Africa. 
The viceroy of Sicily, who had no longer occafion for 
the fuccours of the Neapolitans, openly claimed all the 
honour of taking it ; put his Ion in it as governor, leav- 
ing, at the fame time, a garrifon confining of fix com- 
panies of foot. After which the breaches were care- 
fully repaiied, the ditches cleaned ; and having puri- 
fied and confecrated the principal molque, they interred 
in it all the knights and principal officers who had 
been killed in die liege. The emperor having been 
afterwards obliged to abandon this place, their alhes 
were tranfported to Sicily in two diftinft chefts, which 
were depofited in the cathedral church of Montreal ; 
and, by the viceroy’s order, they ereaedfaftately monu- 
ment to their memory, on which the following epitaph 
was engraved. r i 

Death has been able to put an end to the lives ofthofe 
ivbofe ajhes refi under this marble ; but the remem- 
brance of their great valour foall never die. The faith 
ofthefe heroes has given them a place in heaven and 
their courage has filled the earth with their glory • fo 
that the blood which flowed fro?n their wounds has y in - 
flead of a tranfitory life 9 procured them two lives that 
are immortal. 
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Dr a gut, enraged at the lofs of the town of Africa, 
of his treafures and his Haves which were lodged there, 
afcribed it chiefly to the knights of Malta ; and accord- 
ingly made his complaints of it to the grand feignior : 
his agent at the porte rcprciented both to that prince, 
and to the divan, that the emperor, by this conqueft, 
had one of the principal keys of Africa in his power ; 
that he was matter of the fortrefs of Goletta, and of 
mofl: of the places that depended on the kingdom of 
Tunis ; that the knights of Malta, who were devoted 
to that prince, had fortified themfelves in Tripoli ; 
that there was reafon to apprehend left the Arabs, be- 
ing great enemies to the Turks, fhould facilitate their 
paflage over the deferts into Egypt; and that the knights, 
under pretence of delivering Jerufalem and Paleftine 
from the dominion of the Ottomans, might penetrate 
into thofe countries, revive the antient fpirit of the cru- 
fades, and bring into their party the forces of the 
Chriftian princes, who were formidable when united 
together. 

Some noble prefents,the fureft interpreter to obtain 
a hearing at the porte, which Dragut got to be diftri- 
buted among the principal bafhas, engaged them to 
reprefent to the grand feignior, that his highnefs was 
more concerned in the lofs of Africa than Dragut ; that 
the enterprife was a breach of the treaty made with the 
Chrifbans, which continued ftill in force ; that he 
could not avoid dilcovering his refcntment upon that 
account; and that it was particularly necefTury they 
fhould drive the knights, thofe declared and eternal 
enemies of the alcoran, out of all Africa, as he had 
done already out of Afia. 

Solyman, in that height of power to which his 
birth and conquefts had raifed him, was capable, with 
no great difficulty, of being blown up to indignation 
and refentment ; nevertheleis,as this monarch, contrary 
to the cuftom of mod of his predeceflbrs, valued him- 
felf mightily upon his religious obfervance of his treaties, 
he, before he began the war, fent, out ofafort of formali- 
ty, ach^puxto the emperor, to demand in his name the 

reftitu- 


121 


John p’Omedes Grand Mafter. 

reftitution of Sufa, Monefter and Africa. Charles V. 
anfwered the envoy, that thofe places were depend- 
ences of the kingdom of Tunis, which held of the 
crown of Caftile ; and that, independent from his rights 
of high fovercignty, his generals had done only in 
that point what all fovereigns of all religions ought to 
do, with regard to a coriair, who was odious both to 
God and man ; and that, as for himfelf, he was refoh - 
ed, without thinking it any breach of the truce which 
he had made with his highnefs, to purfne that pirate in- 
to all places into which he fhould retire. 

So lyman, who was too powerful to be equitable, 
and who weighed his reafons only by the ftrength of 
his forces, was provoked at fo relolute an anfwer ; and 
therefore refolved to have fatisfadlion for it by fome il- 
luftrious enterprife. Draguthad orders fent him, to get to- 
gether, in a body, all fuch corfairs as carried theTurkifh 
flag, and to keep them in a readinefs to join the Otto- 
man fleet, which the lultan was for employing in this 
war : and in order to take away from Charles V. all 
pretence of treating Dragut as a corfair, he fent to him, 
as to one of his officers, a commiflion, conftituting 
him Sangiac of the ifle of Santa Maura. The grand 
feignior’s defign was to begin the campaign with the 
fiege of the places which Dona, and the emperor’s 
other generals, had lately taken ; but Dragut took care 
to have reprefetited to him , that the knights of Malta 
would .infallibly traverfe him in all thoie enterprifes, 
and that their veflels would frequently intercept fuch 
convoys as fhould pafs along thecoafl of Tripoli, or in 
the neighbourhood of Malta ; and that therefore it 
would be abfolutely necefTary for them to fall with fire 
and fword upon that iiland, and on Tripoli, and to em- 
ploy all his forces for the extirpating of thofe knights, 
who, not withftand’ng their being few in number, had 
never yet failed to multiply as it were whenever a war 
was carrying on againft the Mufulmen. 

The grand fe^gnior, who had never heard the knights 
mentioned at his court but as lb many corfairs, who 
ruined the commerce of his dominions. entered into 
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Dragut’s mcafures : and, as a powerful fleet was necef- 
/ ary tor the execution of it, orders were given out ac- 
cordingly, and they began to work without intermifli- 
on in all the ports of his empire, in order to build and 
fit out galliesand veffels of all fizes. The noife of fb 
great an armament loon came to the ears of Charles V. 
he made no queftion but thauDragut was the caufe of 
the war, and that he, for his own private intereft, would 
be glad to draw down his mailer’s arms, and extend 
his power in Afiica: in order therefore to lay the 
derm, it was necc ffaiy that Dragut fhould be deflroy- 
ed, or that they fhould get his perfon once more into 
their hands. Chailes V. from an opinion that if the 
fultan fhould find himfelf deprived of lo experienced a 
general, who had been ufed to thole feas for fo many 
years, he would then turn the effort of his arms to fome 
other quarter, commanded Doria to go in fearch of 
him, to fight him at any rate, and omit nothing in or- 
der to rid him of fo dangerous an enemy. 

Doria, purfuant to the emperor’s orders, put to fea 
in thelpring with two and twenty gallies, bclides ga- 
llots and brigantines, and in the month of March ar- 
rived upon the coaft of Africa. The Chriltian admiral, 
heating that Dragut, whom he was leeking, had put 
into the haven or channel of theifle of Gelves or Gerba, 
made for that place ; and, in order to prevent his get- 
ting out, came to an anchor at the mouth of the chan- 
nel, in a place called Bocca de Cantara. The corlair, 
lurprifed by the arrival of the Chriftian fleet, worked 
all night in railing a rampart of earth at the mouth of 
the channel, from whence he played with his artillery 
upon Dona’s gallies, and obliged him to retire further 
off out of the reach of his cannon. But the Chriftian 
admiral, fully perfuaded that his prey could not eicape 
him, immediately difpatched away fome brigantines to 
Sicily, to Naples, and Genoa, in order to have a re- 
inforcement of troops fent him from thofe places. 

His defign in fending for thefe troops was, that 
whilft he, with his fleet, fhould keep the corfair in fight 
as it were ; and alfo block tip the mouth of the channel, 
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they by that means might have an opportunity of land* 
ing in the ifiand, of burning Dragut’s gallies, and of 
taking him pri loner. Dragut, who forelaw hisdefign, 
and that he was going to be inverted both by fea and 
land, formed, in order to extricate himfelf out of fo 
great a danger, a project as bold asir was extraordinary, 
and fuch a one as is fcarce to be paralleled in hirtory. 

Foa Dragut, in order to keep up the Chrirtian admi- 
ral’s confidence, and make him believe that he was re- 
vived to defend the entrance of the channel to the lad: 
extremity, cauied feveral intrenchments to he made 
along 1 he fhore on both tides of it, well provided with 
artillery and m isketeers, which made a continual fire 
when any ChrUFan veffel dared to come near them ; 
but at the lame time the cunnmg corfair, by the help 
of his foldiers and galley-fiaves, and the alTiftince of 
the Moors who inhabited the illand, levelled with 
great fecrecy, a road, which began at the place where 
his gal lies lay at anchor, on which he raifed a frame 
compofed of feveral pieces of timber, covering it over 
with planks that had been rubbed with greafe, in order 
for the better Hiding of any thing upon it. After which, 
they hoifted the gallies by the ftrength of capftanes, 
upon this frame or floor of timber, and, with great 
wooden rollers, forced them forward to a part of the 
ifland where the ground lay much lower, and where 
he had caufed a new canal to be dug, on that fide of 
the ifle which lay oppofite to the channel of Cantara, 
and by which hetranfported his gallies from one fea to 
the other. Doria knew nothing of all this, till his be- 
ing made fen fible of it by the lofs of the admiral gal- 
ley of Sicily, which Dragut, out of a kind of bravado, 
took almort in his fight. The corfair, after this aifti- 
on, failed for Conftantinople, in order to harten by his 
prefence the departure of the fleet, which was defigned 
againft Tripoli, and the other places belonging to the 
order of St. John. The Chrirtian admiral, amazed, and 
in greater confufion than if he had loft a confiderable 
battle, came back into the harbour of Genoa ; and, in 
order to evade purfuing the corfair, made ufe of the 
L 2 honourable 
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honourable pretence of his being obliged to command 
in perfon thole gallies that were to carry Don Philip 
of Auftria, the emperor's only Ion, from Italy into 
Spain ; lb that he conduced the young prince to Bar- 
celona, from whence he afterwards brought back Max- 
imilian king of Bohemia, coufin german to Philip, 
and fon to Ferdinand king of the Romans, whom 
his father had ordered to return home into Ger- 
many. 

Dor i a fpent all the fummer in making thefe voy- 
ages, whilft the viceroys of Naples and Sicily, being 
deprived of his fuccours, had joined their maritime 
forces ; notwithstanding which conjunction, they yet 
did not find themlelves ftrong enough to keep the 
fea, and therefore had lent to Malta to ddire theafiift- 
ance of the gallies of the order. The grand mailer, 
for the lame reafon, and from the apprehenlions they 
were under of being belieged, ought not to have dif- 
fered his gallies to llir out of his ports ; but the order 
at that time, and under the government of a Spanifh 
grand mailer, was entirely devoted to the Auftrian in- 
terell , and a requell, or even a bare motion, coming 
either from the emperor or his generals, was conlider- 
ed by the grand mailer as an abfolute order. However, 
there were lome commanders in the council, who .com- 
plained openly enough of the lending away the forces 
of the order, and the depriving them by that means of fo 
lieceflary a fuccour, at the very moment they were going 
to be attacked by the infidels. But d Omedes, in order 
to keep the reft of the council from giving ear to luch 
juft reafons, declared his having certain advice that 
the fleet of the infidels was to be put to no other ule 
that year, than a to aflift the king of France againft the 
emperor : upon which, on his bare word, and ftill 
more by his intereft and authority, the gallies had or- 
ders to join immediately thole of the emperor ; and 
the grand mailer, to pacify thofe who murmured at 
their being employed in this manner, gave orders to 

the 
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the chevalier Pied-de-Fer, general of the gal- 
lies, wheii he took leave of him, that in cafe 1653- 
he fhould find the fleet of the infidels were 
fleering their courfe for Malta or Tripoli, he then 
fhould return with all poffible diligence into the ports 
of the order. But for the executing of fuch orders, it 
would have been neceflary for him to have had a fafe- 
condudl from the lea and winds, as well as from the 
enemy’s fleet. 

The port of Medina was fixed upon as the general 
rendezvous. Scarce had the feveral fquadrons, which 
compofed the Chriftian fleet, put in there, when they 
received repeated advices from the Levant, that the 
grand feignior was at fea, and that that formidable ar- 
rnado fleered towards the coafts of Naples and Sicily, 
but that there was no judging where the ftorm would 
fall. This fleet confided of 112 royal gallies, two 
great galeafles, thirty flutes, and feveral brigantines 
and tranfport velfels, all under the command of Sinan 
bafha, with Dragut, and another famous corfair called 
Sala-rais for his lieutenants, together with 12000 men, 
moft of them janizaries, on board, and a great num- 
ber of pioneers, working tools, and machines proper 
f or a fiege. At the fame time, the chevalier George 
de St. Jean, who was returned from looming all the 
coafls of the Morea, into the harbour of Malta, re- 
ported, that the talk all over the Levant was about 
the fiege of Tripoli, or that of Malta itlelf ; and that 
which made the council flill more uneafy, was, that 
the commander de Villegagnon, who arrived about 
that time from France into Sicily, wrote from Meflina 
to the grand maflerand his particular friends, by which 
he informed them, that the grand feignior* s armament 
was dellgned purely againfl the dominions of the order, 
and that he was let out from his own country purpofe- 
ly to bring them certain advice of it, and to difeharge 
that duty which by his profeffion he owed to the or- 
der. As this knight made at that time a very confider- 
able figure both inFrance, as well as in his order, it may 
L 3 not 
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not perhaps be improper to give a more particula ao 
count of him. 

Brother Nicholas Durande de Villegagnon was 
a Frenchman, born of an antient family in the pro- 
vince of Brie. He was one of the handfomed men 
of his age, had a mind adorned with every kind of cu- 
rious and ufcful knowledge ; nor was he lefs diftin- 
guifhed by his valour, which commanded refpedt from 
the braved captains his contemporaries. We have al- 
ready taken notice of the advantageous manner in which 
he fignalized himfelf at the liege of Algiers, and of 
the glory he there acquired in the fight of fo many dif- 
ferent nations as compofed the army of Charles V. 
Nor had he lefs diftinguifhed himfelf at fea, in the 
fervice of his prince, and in the port of vice-admiral of 
the coaft of Bretagne. This gallant knight, at the firft 
report of the grand feignior’s preparations, and of Mal- 
ta’s being threatened with a fiege, did not wait for a 
general citation ; but with king Henry the Second’s 
leave, leaving thecourt,and by that means alibis hopes, 
arrived in Sicily, and acquainted the viceroy with the 
news he was carrying to the grand mailer. Nor did he 
fail to reprefent to him, in very zealous terms, the few 
troops, and the fmall (lock of ammunition there was 
at that time at Malta, Goza, and Tripoli 5 prefling 
him moreover to fend fuccours to thole iflands, as being 
feudatories of the crown of Sicily, and ferving as a bul- 
wark to that kingdom. 

The viceroy, imagining that the coads of Naples 
and Sicily were more in danger of being attacked by 
the infidels than the places of the order, fatisfied him- 
felf with faying, that he would omit nothing that 
might contribute to the defence of Malta, fo far as was 
confident with the intered of the ifland, of which he 
was governor. An anfwer given in fuch random and 
general terms, giving no fatisfa&ion to Villegagnon, 
he went on board a brigantine, and arrived a few clays 
after at Malta. At his landing, a crowd of knights 
came about him, and conducted him to the grand ma- 
iler ; when, after having paid his fird compliments to 

him. 


John d’Gmsees Grand M after. 127 

him, that prince afiembled the council, had him call- 
ed in, and asked him what they thought in France of 
the grand ieignior’s armament ? The French comman- 
der replied, that it was the common opinion, that all 
the forces of the Ottoman empire were going to fall 
upon the territories of the order ; that when he, at 
his coming away, was taking leave of the conftable de 
Montmorency, fiift minifter of the kingdom, that lord 
had commifiioned him to acquaint them, in his name, 
that they would be immediately attacked j that the grand 
leignior, vexed to find a great number of knights in all 
the armies, both of the emperor and the Venetians ; and 
incenfed particularly at the (hare they had had in the 
taking of Africa, intended to drive them out of Tri- 
poli, 1 and the ides which they pofifelfed ; that he ex- 
horted them not to fuffer themfelves to be furpriled ; 
that this advice was the refult of the fentiments of that 
efleem and affedion which he bore to an illufb ious or- 
der, and which the grand mafter de 1 ’ifle Adam, his 
uncle, had governed in the mod: perilous times, with 
the univerlal approbation of ail the fovereigns of Chri- 
ftendom. 

This news alarmed the council ; fo that they ufed 
the moft prefling inftances, in order to oblige the grand 
mafter to put the places belonging to the order in a 
ftate of defence ; and all of them were unanimoufly of 
opinion, that he fnould immediately lend fuccours to 
Tripoli, which was but poorly fortified, and whole 
garrifon was compofed of none but old and infirm 
knights, who had retired thither for the benefit of the 
air ; that the little ifle of Goza was not tenable, and 
that it was necdfary to demolifli the caftle, for fear 
the Turks Ihould eftablifli themielves in a place that 
lay fo near Malta ; that they Ihould tranlport the inha- 
bitants of that ifland to Sicily, defire the viceroy to 
give them a retreat there, and to ask, by way of ex- 
change, for lome companies of foot to be lent to Tri- 
poli, 

The 
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The grand mailer heard thefe different advices with 
a coldnefs next to infenfibility ; when, after having ex- 
preffed to Villegagnon how much he was obliged to 
the conftable for the great concern he difeovered for 
the order, he difmlffed him ; and making the great 
croffes and pilliers of the convent (lay behind him, he 
laid to them, with a fneer, “ Either this Frenchman is 
“ the conltable’s bubble, or he has a mind to make us 
“ his.” But afterwards, offering a more ferious air, 
and which was more fuitable to an affair of fuch im- 
portance, he told them, that they fhould never per- 
fuade him to believe, that Solyman had been at the 
expence of fuch an armament, with a view only of feiz- 
ing upon Malta ; that fo inconfiderable an object, and 
the conqueft of a barren rock, would never anfwer, or 
make amends for the prodigious expence he had been 
at in fitting out fo mighty a fleet ; but that in reality 
the grand feignior, who was one of the greateft politi- 
cians of his age, aimed at much higher defigns ; that 
he was going, in concert with the king of France, to 
attack the kingdom of Naples ; that his fleet, which 
alarmed them fo much, was expedted in the port of 
Toulon ; that it was immediately to join that of France ; 
and that he likeways had certain advice of the king’s 
fending thither five mules loaded with money, for the 
pay of the infideis. That after all, it would be pro- 
per, before they fhould put themfelves to expences, 
which would perhaps be thrown away, to wait for 
more pofitive accounts. 

An anfwer, in terms fo full of coldnefs and indiffe- 
rence, raifed the indignation of feveral members of the 
council : what Villegagnon had advanced with rela- 
tion to the neceffity they were under of fortifying Tri- 
poli could never be thought an ufclefs expence : but 
it was but too flagrantly known at Malta, that this 
prince, whole thoughts were entirely bent upon ag- 
grandizing his family, reckoned all fuch money as loft, 
that did not turn to the profit of his nephews; and 
that the weakefi pretence, provided it was but ufeful 
in putting off any cxpence, jiow neceffary foever it 
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might be, appeared even in his eyes as a folid reafon, 
and a certain advantage. Infomuch, that fome com* 
manders anfwered him in pretty warm terms, that it 
would not be prudent in the council, upon the doubt- 
ful teflimony of fome fpies only, to continue in a flate 
of indolence, at a time when the Ottoman fleet was 
drawing near, and the fight of lo great a danger ; that 
it was neceflary to iffue out a general citation forth- 
with, to fummon together all the knights, who were 
difperfed up and down in different parts of Chriften- 
dom, to fortify all thofe weak places in the ifle of Mal- 
ta, which might any way facilitate the defcent of the 
infidels, to demolifh the caflle of Goza, tranfport the 
inhabitants of that ifland into Sicily, endeavour to get 
fuccours from the viceroy ; and, above all things, re- 
cal the old knights from Tripoli, and fill up their 
places with a body of fiich as were younger, and more 
able to undergo the fatigues of a fiege. 

The grand matter, who was ever fond of money, 
told them, that he was not averfe to the iffuing out a ci- 
tation, provided that they, till fuch time as a general 
chapter could meet, in oi;der* to provide for the ex- 
pence that the arrival offucii a great number of knights 
would occafion, would, in a full council, augment the 
refponfions and taxes, which every commandery was 
obliged to pay. He added, that he could not give his 
confent to the abandoning of the caflle of Goza, which 
was feated on the point of a rock, and which might 
ferve for a retreat to the wives and children of the in- 
habitants of the ifland ; and that the people would 
fight with greater courage and bravery, whilft they had 
fuch dear pledges* before their eyes; and moreover, 
that he laid the utmofl flrefs on the valour and experi- 
ence of the chevalier d’EfT:', who commanded there, in 
quality of governor. As to the exchange which they 
propofed to make of the garrifon of Tripoli, he oppof- 
ed it, under pretence that it was not prudent to weak- 
en Malta, in order to fortify a place that lay fo remote, 
and that the drawing fome companies of foot thither 
from Sicily would be fuccours fufftcicnt; and laftly, 

that 
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that he would write immediately to the viceroy upoifc 
that account. 

However weak his reafons might be, yet all they 
could lay had not ftrength enough to get the better of 
his obftinacy, or remove his prepofll-flions ; and what 
was worfe was, that his opinion, through the com- 
plailance of the Spanilh and Italian commanders, pre- 
vailed in council. They likeways laid a(ide the de- 
sign of a general citation, from a'notion they enter- 
tained, that in calc the Turks fhould have orders to at- 
tack the territories of the order, they would arrive be- 
fore Malta, before the citation could have palled the 
fea ; when, after making a few flight fortifications in 
all fuch places as they might make defcents, the grand 
matter continued in as ftrange and liirpriling an inac- 
tivity, as if he had taken his orders from the Turkifli 
general, or had been in concert with him. However, 
the viceroy of Sicily, who knew of what conlequence 
the prefervation of Malta was to Sicily, did, at his re- 
quett, fend a recruit of two hundred Calabrians, which 
he had received from the kingdom of Naples, all of 
them either Ihepherds or mechanics, who had never 
bore arms ; but they flattered themfelves, that after 
their arrival at Tripoli, they, by being under the or* 
ders, and in imitation of the knights, would infenfi- 
bly be formed to military difeipline. 

Accordingly they began to make preparations 
for the fhipping of them off ; but when they were up- 
on the point of embarking, the fear of being pent up 
in a remote place, that was threatned with a liege, 
made their hearts fink in them ; lo that the greateft 
part of them abfeonded : they * complained that the 
grand matter was lending them to be knocked on the 
head, with no other view, than to fpare the knights 
and his own ioldiers ; fo that they could not prevail 
upon them to fail for Africa, till they had put twenty- 
live knights at their head, who were all young men, 
that had been put under an arreft, for an infurreftion. 
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which they had made, and whom the grand mailer 
was not much concerned to part with. 

This was all the fuccour they could obtain from 
the grand matter for the city of Tripoli. The people 
of Goza were ftill more negle<5led ; and, as if he had 
thought that battalions of armed men would Ipring out 
of the eai th in their defence, they could not prevail 
upon him to (end them either troops or gunners ; and 
when the poor inhabitants of that little ifland lent their 
wives and children to Malta, in two barks for their 
greater fecurity, the grand matter, in order to excufe 
liimfelf from providing for their fubfittence, would not 
fuller them to land ; nay, he went fo far as to threaten 
to link them, if they ottered to come near the port. In 
lhort, all thele women, with their little children, were 
forced to return to Goza, and d’Omedes apologized for 
fo hard-hearted a procedure, by a refinement of policy, 
and the pretence above mentioned, viz. that the inhabi- 
tants, by having thole dear pledges before their eyes, 
would light with greater courage and relblution. A 
few days after, news fame that the grand leignior’s 
fleet had appeared off the coaft of Sicily ; that the 
Turks had made defeents and great ravages in feveral 
places ; that after attempting the fiege ofCa- 
tana in vain, they had iat down before Au- i$5i. 
gutta; that the town and cattle had held July ' 13 . 
out but a few days ; that the infidels had 
committed all manner of violence there; and that it 
was commonly reported, that they were preparing to 
fail diredfly for Malta. ° 

This difagreeable news made the council very un- 
eafy, and alarmed all the inhabitants : but the grand 
matter, in order to encourage them, cried out, “ We 
“ are not tlie perlons whom the Turks defign to fall 
“ u P 01 b and the realon of their taking the Ibathem 
“ which feems fo have brought them near 

Malta, is only becaufe it is the Ihortett way to go to 
“ Provence.” And, in order to fupport his notion 
by the opinion of the moft skilful pilots, he fent for 
iome of the oldett before the council; and, they, ei- 
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ther out of complaifance, or becaufe it was really fo in 
fa&, agreed, that if the Turks had really orders to fail 
to the coafl of Provence, the fouthern paflage was a 
fhorter cut by 200 miles. 

Bu t at laft this fatal blindnels was removed ; for the 
grand mailer, three days after law, from the windows 
of his palace, the Ottoman fleet arriv e, which, 
July 16. failing on with a favourable wind, appeared 
in good order before the ifle of Malta. So- 
lyman’s orders to his general were, that he fnould, as 
he pafled, and according to the difpofldonin which he 
found Malta and Goza, endeavour to make himfelf 
mailer of thofe iflands ; but that if be found too much 
difficulty in the execution of that enterprife, he fhoukl 
keep only to that of Tripoli, the reducing of which, 
in the defign he had of recovering Africa, feemed to 
him of the greatell importance The grand feignior 
added, the knowledge he had of Dragut’s experience, 
made him wilh, that Si nan would undertake nothing 
of importance without firll conlulting him. The Tur- 
kifli general, in obedience to his orders, preiented 
himfelf at firll before one of the ports of the ifland, call- 
ed Marfa Mufedt, which is divided from the great 
port only by a flip of land, or, properly fpeaking, a 
very high rock. 

At the approach of this formidable army a general 
terror feized the inhabitants of the ifland ; every one 
ftrove to get out of the way, in order to avoid the fu- 
ry of the Turks, and ran up and down in fearch of a 
place of refuge, either in the hole.' of the rocks, or in 
the fortified places. There were only two in all the 
ifland ; one of which was fituated below the callle of 
St. Angelo, commonly called the bourg. or town, and 
the ordinary refidence of the convent at that time ; and 
the other a good way up in the country, in the middle 
of the ifland, about fix miles from the town, and the 
great port, and was called the notable city , or the city 
ef Malta, after the name of the ifland, it being the ca- 
pital, and, properly ipeaking, the only city in it at that 
time: 
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Most of the inhabitants of the country, both men., 
women and children, carried off the moll portable part 
of their houfhold furniture, and, leading fome cows 
and goats for the fublidence of their children, took re- 
fuge in thele two places. But as there were not houfes 
enough to lodge all this multitude, they were moll of 
them obliged today in the market places and the ftreets; 
and, what added to their misfortune, was their being 
expoled all the dog-days to the heat of the fun, which 
rages with intolerable violence in that burning cli- 
mate. The infection, and (link that exhaled from the 
excrements of thele poor creatures, thus crowded to- 
gether, would (oon produce contagious didempers ; 
and that which dill added to their affliction and de- 
fpair was the want of a well or fountain in either of 
thole places, and there was but little water in the cis- 
terns ; fo that if the Turks (hould unhappily refolve to 
lay dole liege to thefe two places, they would be loon 
forced either to turn out all ulelels perlons, and deliver 
them up to the cruelty of the Barbarians, or elle to ca- 
pitulate ; two extremes which the order, by its cha- 
rity and valour, was equally incapable of fubmitting 
to. 

The knights, through the grand mader’s obdinacy, 
were in want of every thing but courage ; notwith- 
danding which, they were not wanting in the duty 
they owed to themfelves, and to the order ; never had 
they on any former occalion difcovered greater reloluti- 
on than they did at this time. The lame valour, which 
had Ihone with fuch didinguilhed ludre in thole antient 
knights, to whom the order owed its military inditufi- 
on and fitd conqueds, appeared in them; fo that one 
would have thought that they were dill the fame men 
under other names. The chevalier Upton, an Englilh 
commander, and one of the braved knights of the or- 
der, put h'imlelf acthe head of thirty oihcrs, and four 
hundred inhabitants of the ifland, who were all on 
horfeback. They marched down boldly to the fea 
<hore, on the fide of the town, in order to oppole 
the Turks in their landing. The commander de Gui- 
■ V o l . IV* JV1 meran* 
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meran, a Spaniard, Tallied out at the fame time on 
another fide with a hundred knights on foot, and three 
hundred arquebufiers, and paffed over in skiffs from 
the town to mount Sceberras, the rock which parted 
the two great ports ; he there lay fnug, extended on 
the ground, in order to obferve the defigns and coun- 
tenance of the infidels : He had not been long here, 
when he faw the Turkifh general appear in his admi- 
ral galley, with Tome others after him, (landing in to 
the great port, in order to reconnoitre the mod proper 
place for his landing ; and as the fide of the town was 
the mod expofed to the artillery of the cadle of St. 
Angelo, he, in order to keep off from it, drew up on 
the fide of mount Sceberras ; but as he drew near that 
rock, the commander de Guimeran, feeing him within 
arquebufs (hot, made fucli a furious di (charge, which 
was levelled particularly at his own galley, that all the 
crew was put in diforder, and let their oars drop. The. 
furprife which had leized the Turkidi general foon 
gave way to hisrefentment; and his pride being wound- 
ed in its mod tender part, to fee hi mfelf attacked firft 
by men whom he thought to furprife, and who were 
fo inferior to him in drength, he, in revenge, vowed 
their deftnudion ; upon which he made immediately to 
the (hore, put into a place where he thought he might 
eafily make a defeent, landed a body of his men, and 
advanced in order to meet with the knights, and fight 
them ; but the commander de Guimeran, being fatisfi- 
ed with his advantage, and finding himfelf far inferior 
in troops, had, after making his difeharge, imbarked 
his foldiers, and brought them back iafe into the town, 
without lofmg lb much as one man. 

Si nan, having fought for them to no purpole, went, 
together with his principal officers, to the highed part 
of mount Sceberras ; from whence taking a view of 
the cadle of St. Angelo, its fituation on the point of 
a rock, and the bulwarks with which it was fortified, 
“ .Is that the cadle, fays he in a paffion to Dragut, 
which thou told’d the grand feignior might fo eafi- 
a l y be taken ; certainly, continued the baffia, the 
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(t eagle could never have chofe the point of a deeper 
<i rock for her airy.” When an old corfair, brother 
to Airadin above mentioned, who had formerly been 
lord of Tachora, either from an averfion to Dragut, or 
through complaifance for his general, cried out to Si- 
nan, “ Do you fee, fays he to him, that bulwark which 
“ runs out towards the fea, upon which the knights 
<( have planted the great dandardof the order ? You 
" mud know Sir, that when I was a flave at Malta, I 
u carried the great dones with which it was built up- 
“ on my fhoulders, and before you can demolifh that 
ic work, winter will come on j or, what is more to 
u be feared, Ibme drong fuccour will come to the be- 
“ fieged.” 

Dragut was all fire on this occafion; and, as he 
himfelf had never known what danger meant, he was 
prodigioufly vexed to find fo much coldnefs and diffi- 
dence in his general ; and, in order to induce him to 
lay fiege to the town immediately, he reprefented to 
him, that all the drength of the place lay in the cadle 
of St. Angelo, and that if he could but once beat that 
cadle down with his artillery, he would catch, as it 
were, the grand mader,and all the chiefs of the order, 
in a net at once, who, he laid, had imprudently fhut 
themfelves up in fo weak a place. 

But Sinan was of a different opinion ; for he knew 
very well, that, in order to take a place which was 
defended by the knights, it was not enough to demo- 
lifh the fortifications, but that he mud kill all thofe 
warriors to the lad man, before he could be able to 
force his way into it ; fo that to prevent his engag- 
ing unadvifedly in fuch an enterprife, he called a coun- 
cil of war. Of all Solyman’s generals, there was not 
any one, who was fo timorous in appearance, when 
any affair was to be deliberated, as he was, though 
ever intrepid in a&ion ; but he never engaged in any, 
till fuch time as he had confldered which were the fur- 
eft methods to beat the enemy ; and that he had ta- 
ken all poffible precautions not to be vanquifiied him- 
felf. So, after having laid before the council the or- 
M 2 ders 
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ders he had from the grand feignior, he reprefented at 
the fame time, that if he fhould engage in the fiege of 
the town and the cattle of St. Angelo, he was afraid 
that that enterprife would take up a great deal of 
time, and prevent his patting into Africa, where he 
was principally diredled by his inftrinftions to go ; and 
moreover he believed that they, in order to conform 
to the grand feignior’s intentions, and to revenge 
themfelves on thole Chviftian corfairs, had nothing, 
more to do than only to ravage the ittand, and carry 
off as many of its inhabitants as they could into tta- 
very. 

The complaifance which fubaltern officers gene? 
rally have for the fentiments of their general made 
thofe of Si nan be approved. But Dragut, a fworn. 
enemy of the knights, and impatient to attack them, 
notwithftanding the reiult of the council of war, in- 
fitted ftrongly, that in cafe they did not think fit to at- 
tack the cattle of Sr. Angelo, and the town, they fhould. 
at leaft lay fiege to the capital, where moft of the in- 
habitants of the ittand had, as he laid, ttuit themfelves 
up with their riches ; and which, lays he, we fhall 
find without any manner of fortification, and without 
any other garrifon but a company of miferable pea- 
jants, fellows that always tremble, even behind the 
ttrongett baftions. As the bafha, at his taking leave, 
of the grand feignior, had received orders not to un? 
dertake any thing confiderable without Dragut's ad- 
vice, he thought him felf obliged, on. this occafion, to 
give in to his opinion : and therefore, in order not to. 
draw upon hirafelfany complaints, or ill offices from, 
him at the porte, he ordered his troops and artillery to 
ie put a-fhore. The whole army was now advancing 
up into the country, and arrived, v/ithout any oftacle, 
before the notable city. The only difficulty they met 
with was from the cannon, which they were at infi- 
nite pains to bring thither, by reafon of the great 
number of rocks with which the whole ifland abound- 
ed: all their carriages were broke over and over, info- 
much that they were at laft forced to have jhem drawn 
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by Haves, who employed leveral days about it, before 
they could be able to raife their batteries before the 
place, which is called Malta , from the general name 
oftheifland. ’Tis pretended, that it was founded by 
the Carthaginians, when the Romans, after having dc- 
ilroyed Carthage, that haughty rival of Rome, drove 
the Africans afterwards out of this ifle ; and that the 
Mahometan Arabs feized on it in their turn, and gave 
it the name of Medina, in memory of the city of the 
fame name, fituated in Arabia Pe^raea, which Maho- 
met had called Medina-Labi } t. e. the prophet's city . 
The bailiff George Adorne, of an illuflrious family in 
Genoa, was at that time governor of the city of Malta, 
in which above 1 3,000 perfons of both fexes had ta- 
ken refuge ; fo that there was abundance of people in 
it, though but few foldiers, at the fame time. The 
Turks, upon their entering tire ifland, fpread them- 
(elves up and down in all its villages and hamlets, and 
deftroyed all before them with fire and fword. They 
fet the houfes on fire, fo that nothing was to be feen, 
wherever one turned one’s eyes, for the country was all 
over of a fmokc, occafioned by the burning of the 
houfes and the corn, which they had not had time to 
get in. The army was fbon got before the place, when 
they opened the trenches, and began to raife batteries ; 
but all this did not pafs without oppofition from the 
governor, who made feveral failles, not fo much from 
any hopes he had of ruining the enemy’s works, as to 
(hew them, by his intrepidity and refoluiion, that he 
was determined to make a courageous defence. 

But he was in want of regular troops, mid efpeci- 
ally of a fufficient number of knights to command 
and lead on the peafants and inhabitants of the coun- 
try, who had taken refuge in the place ; and the great* 
eft part of thefe peafants, at the enemies approach, 
looking on themfelves as the prey of the infidels, re* 
pented their having fhut themfelves up in the town j 
and a great many of them, fancying they fhould be 
fafer in any other place than where they were, got 
themfelves letdown with ropes into the ditch,and, flat- 
M 3 ter d * 
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tered with the hopes of efcaping the enemy, met either 
prefent death or flavery in their way. The governor, 
enraged to fee himlelf deferted in this manner, exhorts, 
entreats, threatens fuch as were left behind, and, by his 
own example and refolution, prevails fo far as to have 
fome of them formed into companies, heading them 
with fome knights, his friends, who had generoufly 
(hut themfelves up along with him ; but as he law 
plainly that he fnould want a greater number, and ef- 
pecially one who had been in fieges, and who was 
skilled in the art of attacking and defending places, 
he found means to fend a ioldier out of town in 
the night, to give the grand mailer an account of the 
(late of the liege, and to delire him to fend him a re- 
cruit of knights, and particularly Villegagnon, whole 
valour and experience qualilied him to fhare with him 
in the command and defence of the place. 

The grand mailer, as well for his own Me ty as for 
that of the town, did not care to part with any of thole 
who defended him, and thereby ltlTeir their number ; 
fo that all the anlwer he gave the mefienger was, that 
among fuch a great number of townfmen and peasants 
as had retired into the town, it was impoflible but 
that fome of them mull be capable of commanding o- 
rer the reft ; that the interefl of their country, and the 
defence of their lives and liberties, were motives ftrong 
enough to make them all fight it out to the laft, and 
that on luch oceafions, experience and capacity in the 
common officers and loldiers was lei's wanting than 
vigour and courage. The meflenger, vexed to fee 
himlelf lent back to his mailer without any fuccours, 
and that all he would be able to carry him back would 
be fuch an hai Ih anfwer, asked him, purfuant to his 
orders, to fend him at leaft the chevalier de Villegag- 
non. The grand mailer, who had, ever lince his ar- 
rival at Malta, found him more fincere than he could 
have wifhed, was glad to get lid of him on fo honour- 
able a pretence ; upon which he fent for him imme- 
diately; and, being come, he told him, with a graci- 
ous and obliging air, that he had ever entertained the 

high eft 
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higheft notions of his valour and capacity in the arts 
of war; that the order in this juncture was requiring 
new proofs of it from him ; that he was defired to 
go and throw himieif into the place which was befieg- 
cd ; that the great number of townlmen and peafantsy 
which were in it, was indeed a fufRcient fecurity againft 
all the attacks of the Turks ; but that thofe men, who 
would eafily be made good foldiers, wanted a leader 
to fupply the governor’s Head in thofe places, where 
he him/elf could not be prefent. Villegagnon, with 
a modefty that is infeparable from true valour, made 
him this plain and hearty anfwer, That at his receiv- 
ing the habit and the crofs of the order, he had at the 
fame time dedicated his life to its fervice ; that it was 
no longer at his own, but at the difpofal of his fupe- 
riors, and that he was ready to go whenever he 
fiiould order him. He added, that he defired him not 
to take it ill, if he reprefented to him, that there was 
no great flrefs to be laid upon the crowd of peafants 
which were fhut up in the city, they being always 
averfe to danger, and not to be wrought upon by any 
fenfe of fhame for fhrinking from it ; that in the pre- 
fent jun&ure the governor wanted a fet of intrepid 
men, who would fight from motives of religion, and 
principles of honour ; and that, to tell them his fen- 
timents plainly, if he were delirous of faving the 
place, he mufl throw at lead an hundred knights into 
it. 

The grand mafter replied, that it had been refolv- 
ed in council to referve all the knights for the foie de- 
fence of the town and caflleofSt. Angelo ; that how- 
ever to prevent his going away alone, he would pre- 
vail with the council to let him take fix other knights 
along with him ; which, in a word, was all the fuc- 
cour they could fipare him. Villegagnon begged him 
to confiderwhat luccour could, in an afTault, be expec- 
ted from only fix knights, who, upon the approach of 
the enemy, and the thunder of the anil ery, would 
foon be abandoned by the peafants; that, to tell him the 
plain truth, thefe fix knights would be only lent to be 
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knocked on the head , and they would be overwhelm- 
ed In a moment by a multitude of enemies, without 
having it in their power, even by the loJ> of their lives, 
to acquire any honour, which is only to be gained in 
an obltinate defence. The grand matter, tired with 
the fohdity of his vemonftraoces, told him roughly, 
that he expected courage and obedience, and not argu- 
ments, in a knight ; and that if he was afraid of ven- 
turing, he would find a great many, who would 
think themfelves highly honoured by inch a commiiTi- 
on. Villegagnon, touched in his mod tender part at 
an aiifwer which leemed to refle& upon his honour, 
cried out, “ Sir, I’ll give a proof that fear never made 
« me decline danger upon which he fet out the 
fame inftant with fix French knights, his friends ; and, 
in order to make the greater expedition, and to get 
there before day, they not having laddies, got upon 
mares that were feeding in the caftle-ditcb, came near, 
to the town that was befiegmg, crept in the dark up 
to the very wall ; and, making thefignals which had 
been agreed on, they, by the help of ropes got all 
feven, together with their guide into the place, with- 
out being perceived by the enemy. 

At the report, which in the morning was fpread all 
over the city, of the arrival of this little fuccour, all 
the people, podelTed with an extraordinary opinion of 
the conduft and bravery of the chevalier de Villegag- 
non, difeovered the utmoft demonftrations of joy. The 
old men, women, and children, never ceafed to extol, 
as indeed it really defer ved, the noble refolution he 
and his companions had taken of throwing themfelves 
into the place. The inhabitants iolemnized his entry 
with volleys of their fmail arms, infomuch that one 
would have thought that fingle perfon had lupplied 
them with troops, arms, and provifions : The com- 
mander, to keep up their chearfulnefs, told them, that 
hefhould be followed byaconfiderablc body of knights, 
and that he was come before, only to coniult with the 
governor on the moft proper means for the bringing 
that luccour into the place 5 but when he was in pri- 
vate 
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vatc with the bailiff, he told him the whole truth of the 
affair, and what difpofition the grand mafler was in ; he 
frankly owned to him, that he was not to depend upon 
any other fuccour but what his own valour would bring 
him ; that he was come to die with him, but that 
they tnuft, by a brave refinance at leaf!, make their 
lois renowned in the order, as well as fatal to the ene- 
my. 

The bailiff, confidering that the walls of the town 
could not long refill againfl the batteries of the Turks, 
made, by Villegagnon's advice, large and deep in- 
trenchments within, which he fortified with planks 
and epaulemcnts, or fhouldering pieces well provided 
with artillery and musketeers. Villegagnon had the 
I infpe<5tion of the work ; the knights, who came with 
i him, laid their hand to it; and all the people in gene- 
ral, as well women as men, animated by their ex- 
ample, and their difcourfes, laboured 'at it with great 
eagernefs : and all thought themfclves out of danger, 
fince they had Villegagnon among them. 

The bafha, at the noife of the vollies, and the 
fhouts which the inhabitants fet up at his arrival, be- 
gan to fu(pe<5tthat fome fuccour had got into the place. 
The mares likewile, which the commander had left 
when he got into the town, and which the Turks 
found the next morning, gave him no longer room to 
doubt of it ; but fuch weak fuccotirs could never bare 
put a flop to his continuing the (lege, had not a letter 
that the Turks had intercepted in a Sicilian bark, 
which they took as it was attempting to get into one 
of the ports of Malta, given Si nan the utmofl uneafi- 
nels. 

This letter was written by the receiver of the or- 
der, who refided at Meffina, and was directed to the 
grand mafler, by which he told him, that he had lent 
that bark purpofely to give him advice, that Andrew 
Doria the emperor's admiral, and the terror of the in- 
fidels, was returned from Spain, and actually arrived 
in the harbour of Meffina ; that he had difpatched ex- 
prefies and brigantines with the utmoft expedition t» 
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all the ports of that ifland, as well as to Naples and 
Genoa, with orders for all the gallies and fhips that 
were in a condition to put to fea, together with the 
troops necefTary to man them, to repair immediately to 
him ; and that he would let out immediately, in or- 
der to fight the enemy, and oblige them to raife the 
fiege. 

This advice was merely feigned, and a Itratagem 
of the receiver, who employed this artifice with no 
other view but to make the bafha uneafy ; and his 
delign fucceeded to his wifh. Sinan was alarmed at 
the news ; and notwithftanding that all advice which 
comes from an enemy might juffcly be fiifpedled, he 
yet thought at the fame time that it was not to be ne- 
gledled : upon which he called a council of war ; and, 
after having caufed the receiver’s letter to be read be- 
fore them, he reprefented to them, that in cafe Doria 
fhould come to attack his fleet at that juncture, that he 
would not be able to continue the fiege, without leav- 
ing it unprovided of the troops which he had landed, 
nor could he yet fend them back to defend the fhips, with- 
out weakening the land army confiderably, and expof- 
iug himfelf to be defeated by the garriton of the city, 
which, in concert with the body of knights who 
were in the town, might probably attack his lines at 
the lame time ; that in cale he, by the fudden arrival 
of the Chriftian fleet, fhould be obliged to re-imbark 
in a hurry, he, by a precipitate retreat, and efpecially 
in a country full of rocks, would run the hazard of be- 
ing forced to leave his cannon behind him. He add- 
ed further, that he indeed had had leave to attempt thq 
ftege of Malta, and that of the town and caftle of St* 
Angelo in his way; but that, preferably ti all this, his 
exprefs orders were to befiege Tripoli ; that he was 
afraid left themonthof September fhould become before 
he fhould have finifhed his enterprize of the city of 
Malta ; that they were very fenfible there was no keeping 
the fea along the coaft of Africa at that feafon of the 
year ; and finally, that he would not perhaps be in a 

con- 
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condition to lay liege to Tripoli, after having had the 
mortification of milcarrying in that of Malta. 

The council, after having examined his reafons, 
and carefully -weighed the different refolutions that 
might be taken, agreed that the general, without los- 
ing more time in the fiege of Malta, ought to bend all 
his endeavours to that of Tripoli only ; that he would 
infallibly carry a place which was fo poorly fortified ; 
or that at leaft, byafting purfuant to his orders, he, by 
that means, would prevent any reproaches from the 
grand leignior, a prince whole anger was ever formid- 
able. The Turks, in confequence of this refult, raid- 
ed the fiege, and re-imbarked ; but as a thirft of plun- 
der is the prevailing paflion of thole Barbarians, the 
balha, before his failing forTripoli, could notrefufethe 
giving of his leave to * ravage the ille of Goza which 
belonged to the order. 

This little illand, called by the inhabitants Gau- 
dilch, is lituated four miles from Malta to the weft, or 
rather weft-north-weft, being about twenty four miles 
in circumference, and about three broad, and is almoft 
furrounded with rocks and (helves ; there were at that 
time about 7000 inhabitants in it, and a caftle with- 
out fortifications, leated upon an hill, which command- 
ed a town that lay at the foot of it. 

Though lome commanders had been of opinion, 
that it would be proper to demolilh this little caftle, 
and tranfport all the inhabitants of the illand to Sicily, 
neverthelefs the grand mafter, as has been already 
oblerved, differed from them in it, and had brought 
over the council to his opinion by his intereft and au- 
thority, rather than by his arguments ; but they were 
now fenfible of their invalidity by woful experience; 
for the Turkifh general having in vain fummoned the 
governor to furrender, he battered it with his artillery. 
The inhabitants, thro* the fear they were under of be- 
ing made Haves by the infidels, offered the governor 
to defend the breach ; but that knight, whole name 
was Galatian de SefTa, 'and whole courage the grand 
mafter boafted fo much of, inftead of improving this 

brave 
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brave difpofition, and of putting himfelf at their head* 
hid himfelf in his apartment, defpairing to hold out the 
place. This cowardly conduft, the like of which had 
never been known in the order, threw the inhabitants 
into a general consternation ; there was only a^ brave 
Englifh cannoneer in the place, who, levelling his can- 
non, killed feveral Turks, and hindered the reft from 
advancing up to the walk 

But the gallant Englishman being killed by a can- 
non-ball from the Turkifti batteries, not a man would 
take his poft. The governor, in order to get a capi- 
tulation for his own (ecurity, continued in his ufual in- 
dolence; but being asgreatabragadocio as he was a cow- 
ard, he lent to the bafha to demand honourable condi- 
tions, which are never granted but to thole only who 
make a brave defence. A monkwent in his name to offer 
Sinan to furrender the place, provided that general 
would bind himfelf by treaty to preferve his life, his li- 
berty and effe&s, and thofe of all the inhabitants. But 
the Turkifh general rejetfed the propofal with difdain, 
and told the envoy, that if the governor did not quit 
the place that very moment, he would hang him up at 
the gate. The monk returning to the caftle with this 
di final news, the governor lent him back again, to de- 
mand his liberty at leaft, as well as that of two hun- 
dred of the principal inhabitants, whom he himfelf 
fhould name ; but the bafha dinted the number to forty, 
and at the fame time threat ned the negotiator to hang 
him up, if he ever prefumed to return to him again ; 
upon which, the governor feized with a panic fear, 
commanded the gates to be opened to the enemy, 
which was the only order he had given ever fince the 
Turks had entered the ifland. The infidels threw 
themselves immediately into the place, in order to plun- 
der it. The governor’s lodgings were the firft place that 
fell a facrifice to their greedinefs ; and after having car- 
ried a’l his goods and furniture out of it, they, to fhew 
how much they defiled a cowardly commander, obliged 
him to carry part of them upon his fhoulders to their 
(hips ; after which they ftripped his Cloaths off, and 
chained him down like a gailey-ftave. In vain did he 
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plead the general’s promile, and idly complain of their 
having broke the capitulation by treating him Co ill. Si- 
nan, to elude the lenle of the treaty, and ridicule him at 
the fame time, gave forty poor infirm old men, the rnofl 
.aged in all the illand, their liberty ; pretending, that as 
he had been engaged to give forty of the principal of 
the illand rheir liberty, the oldeft ought to be looked 
upon as the principal. By virtue of this forced inter- 
pretation, he kept the governor in llavery, befides 6300 
pei Ions of all ages and fexes, whom he put on board 
his fleet. 

Among thefe poor inhabitants * there happened to 
be a Sicilian, who had been fettled for many years at 
Gozu, who, preferring death to llavery, delivered him* 
felf, and all his family, by the inftigations of a bloody 
companion, from the hardfhips and fhame that attend 
upon llavery, after a very tragical manner. This Si- 
cilian, tranlpoi ted with rage and jealoufy, dabbed his 
wife and two young daughters, whom he had had by 
her; and, refolving not to furvive them, be takes lip a 
fuleeand a crofs-bow, with which he killed twoTurks; 
and afterwaids throwing hirmelf fword in hand into 
the midft of a crowd of enemies, he, after having 
wounded ieveral of them, was cut to pieces, and met 
with the death he fo eagerly (ought after. 

The inhabitants of Malta were greatly affetfed with 
the news which came of the unhappy fare of the people 
of Goza ; they all unanimoufly exprelled their ab- 
horrence of the governor s cowardice ; and feveral 
knighis, the Fiench in particular, from a national an- 
tipathy, demanded openly, that they Ihould proceed 
againl! him • but, as the grand matter was his protec- 
tor. he eluded the propolal, under pretence, that as 
that knight was in the bands of the infidels, they could 
not judge him without fil l! hearing him ; and, In order 
to conceal from allChrittendom the fcandal that might 
be thrown upon the whole order for the governor’s 
cowaidice. he engaged moft of the knights, who were 
Vol. IV. N either 

a See the iirft book of the relation de N. Nicolai, c, jy. e dit» 
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either his own countrymen, or in his confidence, t® 
write to their refpeflive countries, by which they 
fliould declare, that he had fignalized hhnielf by n 
noble defence; that fo long as he was living, the people 
of Goza, in obedience to his oiders. and in imitation 
of his example, had always repul ed the attacks of the 
infidels with great valour ; but that this brave gover- 
nor having been killed with a cannon-ball, the people, 
by lofing their leader, bad loft their courage at the 
fame time, and that the principal inhabitants, in order 
to fave the lives and honour of their wives and chil- 
dren, had thought themfelves obliged to capitulate, 
though Sinan, out of a pe fidioufnels too often found 
in thofe Barbarians, had afterwards openly violated the 
capitulation. 

This fiction palled for a long time as an undoubted 
matter of fa<5l all over Europe; and the truth of it was 
not known, till many years after that unhappy accident 
had happened. That knight having by dim of money 
found means to get out of flavery, had not only the 
impudence to appear agai at Malta, but managed his 
intrigues To artfully, that he got himlelf acquitted, by the 
council, of the accufaiion which had been brought 
againft him for cowaidite; and that either becaufe the 
loids, who compo'cd it, thought he had been fufficient- 
ly punifhed by the hard (hips which he had endured 
during his flavery; or elfe became time had in a great 
mea me worn off the indignation which they had con- 
ceived a, h ; s cowardly behaviour. 

The balha. aftei. having ravaged the ifland, demo- 
lilhed tl e caflle, and left terrible marks of his fury in 
every place, returned again on board ; bm inftead of 
failing towaids Piovence, as the grand mafler was al- 
ways for making e try body believe he would do, that 
gene al (leered dirtily for t ripoli. The grand ma- 
iler was in no 'mall confufion when he heard the news 
of it ; and in order to ie t air the fault which his ob- 
llinacv, peihaps his avarice, bad made him commit, he 
a lied himlelf to Gab icl d’Aramon, embaffador of 
Henry 11. of Fi ance at the porte, and who was well 

known 
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known to Sinan bafha That minifter had come affiore 
at Malta, in hi? way from Conttaniinople about the lat- 
ter end of the foregoing year, when he returned from 
thence into P'rancej and the king his matter fending 
hi n back to the Levant, he patted by Malta, when, in 
fomeintercourfe which he had there he allured the grand 
matter, and the convent, of that prince’s good will to- 
wards them Sinan had left the ille ofGoza lome days 
before; and the French m‘ T nitter,in a con variation which 
he had with the grand matter, exprefTed his concern for 
his not having arrived Jooner at Malta, as his office? with 
the bafha might not perhaps have been unferviceable to 
the order a . “ You are not come too late now, re- 
i< plied the grand matter, and, provided the affairs you 
“ are commiffioned with will but allow you to go to 
i( Tripoli, we {hall be greatly happy if, by the de- 
lc ference which the minitters of the porte pay to the 
€i king your matter s recommendation, you can hut 
tC prevail lo far as to divert Sinan from laying liege 10 
i( that place : and therefore, added d'Omedes, I be- 
u leech you, in the name of Chrift Jefus, and in the 
<£ name of the king your matter, who glories in the 
“ title of the molt 'Chrift- an king* to ule all your en- 
“ deavours to ettedt it b .” 

W hat haftefoever d’Aranion was in to continue his 
voyage, he yet thought there were lome occalions in 
which a minitter is allowed to guels at his matter’s in- 
tentions and, knowing the great afFedtion his king 
bore to the order, and in order not to loie a moment's 
time, he went on board a light brigantine, which- the 
grand matter furnifhed him, lailed away for Tripoli, 
and ordeied the gallics that had brought him to Mal- 
ta to coins and join him before the port of that 
place. 

The bafha had put in at Tachora, which" is but 
four leagues fom Tripoli, in order to get intelligence, 
where he had been received by theAga Morat, who had 
made himtelf lord of that diftridt : he was a Turkifh 
N 2 officer, 

a Memoiies du chevalier deVillegagnon, addrefTez a l’empereur 
Charles V. 
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officer, and had fucceeded Airadin, of whom mention 
has been already made, In that little government. The 
arrival of the Ottoman fleet, as well as of Dragut, for 
which he had iollicired at the porte, gave him a lenfible 
pleafure, which he difeovered to Solyman’s general by 
the magnificent reception he gave him ; and particu- 
larly by a body of cavalry well accoutered, with which 
he preiented him, in order for their ferving at the 
fiege of Tripoli. Sinan, after having repoled himfelf 
for fome days, di patched a Moor to that city on horfe- 
back, who carried a whi e flag like an herald. The 
Moor advancing to the fide of the ditch of the place, 
planted a cane there, with a paper faftened at the end 
of it, without any diredion who it was for, and 
cried, that he would return the next day for an an- 
fwer. 

Gaspard de Valier, of the language of Au- 
vergne, and marfhal of the order, commanded at that 
time in the place. He was an old knight, who had 
pafled through the prime dignities and polls of the or- 
der, a man univerfally efteemed for his valour, and 
one who was even looked upon as a perlon highly de- 
ferving of the grand mafterlhip, when that dignity 
fhould become vacant; but, for that very reafon, not 
over agreeable to the grand mailer; be being like mod 
other princes, who do not always behold their fuccef* 
fo rs with a favourable eye. This might, perhaps, 
have been the motive which had engaged him to lend 
him out of the way, under the honourable pretence of 
fendinghim to command inTripoli : not to mention that 
the maifhal was become odious to him, for the liberty 
which he had taken of differing from him in opinion in 
council^and ofoppofinghisientiments without any great 
ferup'e. The governor lent to fetch the paper which 
the Moor had let up, and, upon opening it, found that 
it was a cartel, or defiance, containing thefe words : 
“ Surrender yourfelves to the mercy of the grand lei- 
u gnior, who has ordered me to reduce this place un- 
“ der his obedience : I will allow you the liberty of 
“ retiring wherefoever you fliall think fit with your ef- 

“ feds. 
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c< fecfts, but in cafe of your refu'al, I will put you to 
4( the (word. 

Signed SI MAN' BASH A. 

4 The inartful, with the concurrence of the council, 
had another paper fi^ed in the La ne place, in which, 
by way of answer, he writ the following words with 
his own hand ; “ The government of Tripoli has been 
“ entiuiled 10 me by my order : I cannot firrend- 
<( er it up to any one bat to him whom ihe grand 
“ mailer, and the council of the order, (hall nominate; 
i( and I will defend it againll all others to the lull di op 
<{ of my blood.” 

Signed, The Marshal GASPARD DE VALIER. 

The Moor returning the next day, took this 'paper 
and carried it- to the baiha ; who, by luch a re 61 u re 
anfwer, (aw plainly, that there was no reducing of 
Tripoli but by force of arms : whereupon he ad- 
vanced immediately in good order with his fleet, land- 
ed his troops and artillery, reconnoitred the place, and 
prepared to lay fiege to ir. All the garriion at that 
time in Tripoli confided only in the recruit of two 
hundred men, which were come from Calabria, a com- 
pany of raw fellows that had never teen fire, and about 
two hundred Moors, the allies of the older, who, 
though of the Mahometan religion, did yet, out of 
aver (ion to the Turks, do good ie;vice to the Chrifli- 
ans. Tripoli, as has been already obferved, was 
fcarce tenable, and elpecially againd a ftrong army, 
provided with a large train of artillery ; and the grand 
mailers had feveral times intreated the emperor to take 
it back into his own hands, orelle caufe it to be for- 
tified, and put in a condition of defence: but Charles 
V. in order to fave that expence, had always anfwered, 
that he had given the order the feofment of Tripoli, 
Malta, and Goza, by one and the fame deed ; and that 
the knights were equally obliged 10 defend lhore three 
places, orreftore them all to n im 5 and ilia^ he would 
Hot take Tripoli back, uni els they would give him up 
N 3 the 
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the iflands of Malta andGoza at the fame time. That 
prince, who was as felf-interefted as politic, had on- 
ly given them this anfvver, becaufe he was very fenfi- 
ble that the knights, having no place to retire to but 
Malta, would, in order to maintain themfelves there, 
be obliged to flay at Tripoli ; and this indeed had 
been the foie motive of their keeping fo weak a place 
as Tripoli, which the narrow circumttances of the or- 
der had not allowed them to fortify. And indeed the 
hafha go'ng to reconnoitre the place himfelf, bragged 
to fome officers who attended him, as he was returning 
from thence, that it would coll him but one bold 
ttroke, and he would carry it by a fealado : but he 
judged otherwife of the cattle, which appeared to be 
well fortified with bulwarks, and he relolved to attack 
the place on that fide. 

They had not yet opened thetrenches, when d’A- 
ramon,theFrench- embaffador above-mentioned, arrived 
on board the brigantine of the order, who, as he drew 
near the fleet, faluted the grand feignior’s flag ; and 
becaufe he put out French colours, he was anfwered 
by all the artillery of the {hips. He landed after- 
wards ; when knowing that it is almoft impoffible to 
fucceed in any negotiations with the minitters of the 
porte without preleuts, he lent very magnificent ones to 
the bafha, in order to obtain a favourable audience 
from him. No fooner was it granted, but he went to 
bis quarters, and into his tent ; when he reprefented 
to him, that the king his matter had a particular re- 
gard and attention for the older of Malta, and that as 
that foc ; ety was compofed of the mod illuttrious nobi- 
lity of Chriftendom, part of which were horn his fub- 
jeCFs, he would takeit as a fignalfavour if he turned the 
grand feignior’saims another way; and that his matter, 
who was the mott generous prince living, would not 
fail to acknowledge his obligations to him upon that 
account, by preients fuitable to the dignity and powerof 
fo great a kmg. The baflia, who had contracted a kind 
of rV : endfnipw ith the embaflador duringhis refldence at 
the porte ; opened his mind to him. He fliewed him 
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liis orders, figned with the grand feignior's own hand, 
by which that prince had exprelsly enjoined him to 
drive the Chriftians out of Tripoli : then the bafha, 
diredfing his difcourfe to the embaffador, laid further, 
that he fhould lofe his head if he did not oblerve his 
orders. 

D’Aramon, feeing that what he asked was not in 
his power to grant, was for taking leave of him, in the 
intention of making all poflible hafte to Conftantinople, 
in order to fee whether he might be able to prevail fo 
far with the grand feignior, as to make him fend new 
orders to his general : but Sinan, who law through his 
defign,' foreseeing that he, by iuch a change of orders, 
would be deprived of the glory which he flattered him- 
felf he fhould gain by this conqueft, gave him to un- 
derftand, that he could not let him go away before 
the fiege was ended ; fo without having any regard to 
the law of nations, which he broke in fo notorious a 
maimer, he ordered ail the rigging of the brigantine 
which had brought him, as well as the two gallies 
which were come to join him, to be taken out ,* but 
if we except this injuftice, he treated him with all the 
refpetft which was due to his character. 

In the mean time, the trenches were opened, the 
cannon was planted upon batteries; and, in order to 
binder the knights from repairing what it beat down, 
the bafha had difti ibuted all his artillery into three fe- 
veral batteries, each of twelve pieces of different fizes, 
which fired one after another continually ; lb that 
whilft they weie again charging the battery which had 
juft fired, they at the lame time fired another, by which 
means this kind of thunder roared on without intermif- 
fion. Happily For the hcfleged, theie batteries were 
pointed againft the bulwark of St. James, the place 
that was beft fortified in all the caitle, and terrafled 
withm, fo that the ball Only made a hole, and funk 
down in the terrafs. The Turks had now employed 
feveral days to no purpoie in this attack, when a de- 
ferter, born at Cavaillon in Provence, gave lhe bafha 
notice that it would be proper for him to change his 

batteries. 
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batteries. This villain had been lettled a Ion" time in 
Tripoli ; his religion was, in lome measure, a pledge 
of his fidelity ; but, having been ieduced by a criminal 
commerce with lome Moorifh women, he had fecretiy 
renounced the faith, embraced Mahometanilin, and,- 
being as falie to the order as he had been to God, he 
flayed at Tripoli for no other reafon than to lerve as a 
fpy for the aga Moral, the lord of Tachora above men- 
? tioned. ’Twas by his means that he got acccfs to the 
bafna, and that he (hewed him, that if he was defirous 
of iucceeding in his enterprise, he mu ft turn his bat- 
teries againft the bulwark of S\ Barbe, the flones of 
which/ were, as he ia’d, loolened by the mouldering 
away of the mortar, which time had confumed. 

The renegado’s advice being followed, the wall 
began to tumble a few days after ; in vain did the 
maifhal endeavour to liipply the want of that defence 
by intrcnchmcnts, which he marked out behind the 
breach, and within the town, for the continual fire 
of the artillery, which pla)ed day and night without 
ceafing upon that very place, killed all the fiaves whom 
they employed in that work. Such as were left ob- 
flinately refilled to fupply their places, and, tho’ they 
beat them feverely, they neverthelcfs would lie down, 
and fufFer themielves to be baflinado’d unmercifully, 
rather than rile and go to a place where they expefled 
immediate death. 

This fright, which began by the flakes, infected 
afterwards the Calabrian ioldiers, who were full as 
great cowards. '1 he greatefl part of thole peafants 
had been put in a little fort fituated at the entrance of 
the port, called the Chatelet, which was command- 
ed by a military leiving hi other, des Roches by name. 
This officer, who was very attentive to every thing 
that pafTed in his foit, obferving the a ; r and difcourfe 
of thole Ioldiers, found it attended with a furly and 
brutal pride, which made him fufpedl that lome dange- 
rous defign was hatching. Upon his examining dili- 
gently into the matter, he found that thelc Calabrians, 
who had not been uicd to the noife of cannon, and 
> were 
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were afraid of being buried under the ru'ns of the fort, 
had agreed to feize upon a brigautine which lay in the 
port, and to make their efcape into Sicily. Thefe, 
in order to hinder the governor from either (lopping or 
purfuing them, had refolved. before they (hould go on 
board, to leave a match of a proper lengih near the 
magazine of powder, in order to let fire to it after their 
departure, and thereby blow up the little call e. The 
officer confideiing that it would be as dangerous to let 
them know 1 hat he was informed of their plot, as it 
would be to neg’edt it, refolved to give private notice 
of it to the mai fhal ; in confequence of which, he took 
care to draw them all out of the fort one after another* 
upon various pretences ; and, to prevent all future ca- 
balling, they weie difperied up and down in different 
places, and among other companies who were thought 
to be more faithful. But this change of place did not 
produce any alteration in the ill defigns of thefe cow- 
ards, and ferved only as it were to enlarge the fcene of 
the confpiracy ; every one of thefe wretches infe&ed 
the other foldiers with the poilon of their rebellion 1 
nor did the inhabitants, who were upon guard with 
them, efcape the taint. ’Tis pretended that this fedi- 
tion was privately fomented by (ome Spaniffi knights, 
who were enemies to the governor. ’Twas now a 
kind of general confpiracy ; the Calabrians abandon- 
ed their pofts through fear, and, joining together in a 
body, enoompa^ed their commanding officer with their 
(words drawn, and threatned to kill him, in cafe he 
did not oblige the marfhal to fecure them their lives 
and liberties, by a fpeedy capitulation. 

The governor, who was lenlible of the dangers to 
which men are expofed in a (lege, prepared himfelf 
againft their coming like a good Chriftian, and a true 
religious, by receiving the iacraments ; and was but 
juft: come from partaking of the holy euchatift, when 
the Calabrian captain advanced towards him, with 
trouble and confufion in his looks : being come, 
he cried out, " Sir, all your enemies are not in the 

u Ttirkifh 
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li Turk'fh camp, you have fome within the town, 
<£ who are ft>li more dangerous; and it is 'with infinite 
<l concern that I am come to teli you, that my foldi- 
<( ers, in contempt of 'their oaths, hive abandoned 
c% their port, and refufe 'to do any more duty. He 
“ told him further, that they cried aloud for a capitu- 
i£ lation, ufmg threats at the fame time and that he 
<( was afraid they fhould be forced to fuhmit to that 
€i article, in order to prevent a greater misfortune.” 

The marfhal, diffembling his indignation, went 
very prudently that moment out of the church, and 
v/as immediately fur rounded by the mutineers. He 
demanded of them, with a ftern air, why they were 
not all at their feveral ports : but he eartly difcovered 
their rebellious dhpofition, by the little relpebt they 
fhewed him ; for they all, as it &ere by concert, inter- 
rupted him with in (blent cries ; fo that, in order not 
to expole himfelf to fuch a rabble of furies, all that he 
then thought fit to lay was, that he was going to call 
a council of war. He had no tooner given notice of 
it, but all the knights and officers came about him-, 
when, without dilfembling his trouble andrefentment, 
he cried out, that he had lived a day too long, and 
that he was very unfortunate, lincc the enemy's can- 
non had fpared him, only to make him a forrowful 
witnels of the rebellion, and the perfidioulhefs of his 
foldiers ; and thereupon he asked the knights their 
feveral opinions about the condition of the place. The 
chevalier de Poifii, orde Poiffieu, of the language of 
France, declared, that he had examined the breach 
with the greateft exadtnefs;* that it was not fo large 
but that it might be fupplied by good intrenchments, 
and that provided the loidiers would but return to 
their duty, and take heart, they were rtillftrong enough 
to repulfe the enemy. 

But a Spanifh knight, named Herrera, who b afted 
as treafurer, diredting his difeourfe to him, cried out, 
“ I am not in the leaft furprifed that you fhould de- 

u clare 
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* ( clarc for a longer refinance in fo weak a place, as 
li you are a Frenchman and that your king has an 
“ embaflador at this time in the enemy’s camp : you 
“ are very (enfible, that though we Ihould happen to 
u be taken by dorm, you nevenheleis would have no 
“ re a fon to be in pain about your lives and liberties ; 
“ but our fate will be very different, jfince, being i'ub- 
“ je<ds to the emperor, the irreconcilable enemy of 
<i the infidels, we can expert no quarter from thole 
“ Barbarians if we do not prevent an affault, and 
Ci coniequently our ruin, by an immediate capitulati- 
u on ’> and this, added he, is what I think necelfary 
if he done fur the tafety of my countrymen and my 
u companions.” Ch her officers propofed beforethey 
Ihould come to fuch a final re.olution, the fending one 
of the oldcd and moft experienced knights to vilit the 
breach, and afterwards make his report of it to the coun- 
cil : wheieupon the marfhal difpatched the commander 
C pier to the mutineers at the fame time, to acquaint 
them with this refolution, and to exhort them to re- 
turn to their relpetfive polls, till fuch time as the coun- 
cil Ihould have decided the affair. 

Copier, in order to engage them to it, offered 
them , in the mai dial's name, to double their pay ; he 
allured them, that they were going to vilit the breach, 
and upon the report which Ihould thereupon be made 
to the council, they would take proper mealures to 
provide for their fafety : but he repreiented to them at 
the fame time, that they, by deferting their pods, ex- 
poled themlelves, before they Ihould have time to 
treat, to the danger of being lurpriled and forced by 
the Turks ; and that the only way 10 obtain an ad- 
vantageous capitulation would be to appear all of 
them in their leveral pods, with an air of intrepidity 
and reiblution, and as if they were fully determined to 
give the infidels a warm reception. 

The commander s reaions, which were feafonably 
intermixed with tender intreaties, and generous re- 
proaches, made fome imprclfion upon the mutineers- 
but Herrera infinuating to them, that all theie promh 
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fes were defigned only to amufe them, and that the 
mar (lial, who was a pofitive man, wo a Id rather be 
killed on the breach than enter into a negotiation, they 
renewed their clamour, and rejeXed all the command- 
er’s propolals. The marflial’s refolute courage, and 
their own cowardice, by an odd kind of fatality, did 
both of them contribute to confirm them in their re- 
bellion : for it is probable that they would have been 
wrought upon more eafily, had they thought their go- 
vernor lefs capable of taking a defperate refoluiion. 
They all protefled that they would keep together in a 
body till Inch time as the breach had been vifned, and 
that they would not truft to any body’s report there- 
upon but a Spaniard’s only ; fo that in order to fatisfy 
them, they were forced to fend thither an old Ioldier 
of their cabal, Guenara by name. This Ioldier, after 
having vifited the breach, reported that it was eafy to 
be forced, and bard to be defended ; that in cafe the 
1 urks, as no doubt they would, fliould continue their 
battery, all that was left (landing of the wall on that 
fide, would be beat down before night ; that there 
was no pofiibility of making the intrenchments which 
the chevalier de Pofli had propoled, and that they 
would be of no other ufe than to throw away the lives 
of a great number of good men. Upon bis report, 
which was calculated for the prejudices of the muti- 
neers, they fell into a new rage, and threat ned aloud, 
that if they did not immediately put up the white flag, 
they them (elves would make a capitulation, and let the 
infidels into the place. 

The maifhal finding he had neither foldiers nor au- 
thority, referred the decifion of this affair to the coun- 
cil. Though almoft all the officers detefted the infa- 
mous deflation of their fold«ers, they yet, after having 
made the mod 'erious reflexions on the weak net's of 
the place, the open revolt of the garrifon, and the 
failure of fuccours from Malta, agreed that there was 
no remedy left but to fubmit to neceflity ; upon which 
a military ferving brother was ordered to put up the fa- 
tal fignal of capitulation. Sinan, at the fight of the 
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flag, ordered the battery to ceafe, when two Turkifh 
officers came out of* the trenches, advanced up to the 
wall, and (ignified that the governor might fend depu- 
ties to treat. The rebels, who were more mailers in 
the place than the governor him (elf, declared that they 
would hot fuffer any French knight to be entrufted’ 
with the negotiation, but took upon themfelves to no- 
minate for that purpole the commander Fuller of Ma- 
jorca, and Guevara, the two feciet fomenters of the re- 
bellion. 

These deputies being arrived at the Turkifh camp, 
were admitted to an audience of the bafha ; when they 
told him, that they were ready to furrender up the 
city and the caltle of Tripoli to him, on condition that 
he would give the governor, the knights, the garrifon, ' 
and all the inhabitants, affiirance of their lives and li- 
berties ; that he would allow them to carry off their 
effects, and furnifh them ffiips to tranlport them to 
Malta or Sicily. Sinan at firft did not feem averfe to 
the proposal *, but after he had reproached them with 
their rafhnefs, as he called it, in pretending to hold 
out fuch a weak place againft a royal army, he declar- 
ed that he would not hearken to any treaty, unlels, by 
way of pro iminary, the knights who were in Tripoli 
would engage to reimburle the grand feignior for all 
the charges he had been at in that expedition. The 
deputies' reprelenting to him that it was not in their 
power to make any inch reimburfement, he dhrniflcd 
them roughly, threatning at the lame time, that lie 
would put them all to the fword But as they were 
going out of his tent, they happened to meet Dragat, 
who, when he was told the reliilt of the negotiation, 
was furpriled that the bafha had broke it off. The 
corfair, pretending to be concerned at the baflia’sbeing 
fo rigorous towards the befieged, defired them to defer 
their departure till fuch a time as he had had a mo- 
ment s talk with the general : upon which he went 
immediately into his tent, and reprefen red .to him, that 
he, by prolonging the liege, would run the hazard of 
mifearrying in his enterprife ; that luce ours might pof- 
Vol, IV. ' O Ifibly 
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fibly come to the befieged ; that the vei :y delpair of 
obtaining a reafonable capitulation, would lerve the 
knights inltcad of a new fuccour, and make them more 
intrepid ; and moreover, that whatever flrefs he might 
lay on his artillery, all he would gain by ruining what 
was (till left of the walls and fortifications, would be 
to leave fo many gates open by the breaches he (hould 
thereby make for the troops of the order to enter at/ 
before he could have leilure to repair them, efpecially 
in a feafon when there was no keeping the fea ; add- 
ing withal, that he, as a politician, ought not to boggle 
at figning the capitulation, becaule that when he 
fhould be matter of the place, he would have it in his 
power to give fuch explications to the treaty as belt 
fuited his intereft. 

The baffia readily approved the perfidious advice of 
the corfair ; upon which he lent for the deputies back, 
and told them, that he, aiDragut’s requeft, had granted 
what he had refuled on any other confideratiou. The 
treaty was then agreed to, and the baflia lworc by the 
grand feignior’s head, an oath that is looked upon as 
inviolable among the Turks, to obferve it. When the 
deputies were going to take leave of him, in order to 
carry the capitulation to the governor, he told them, 
that it would be proper for him to come and confer 
with him, in order to adjuft the number of tranlport 
veffcls that he ffioeld want, and the lecurity he was to 
give for tending them back ; for which purpofe lie 
would lend one of the principal officers of his army 
into the city, in quality of an hoftage. J 

Scarce were the deputies got hack into the city, 
when the officer came to. the gate, who was immedi- 
ately let in; the marflial had called a council of war in 
order to confidcr of the melfage and to hear the capi- 
tulation read. It was there debated whether it might 
be confident with the duty of a governor to go out of 
his fortrefs alone, and without being at the head of his 
garrifon ; but the mutiny of the gai rilon made all deli- 
beration i.felels ; and thole \vffio lecretly fomented the 
rebellion, and were afraid of the governor’s recovering 

his 
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Ins authority, maintained, that as the treaty was fign- 
ed, the marfhal had no occafion to make any difficul- 
ty about conferring with the baffia; lb far from that, 
that it would even be imprudent to let him fee, that 
they entertained the leaf! doubt of his not keeping his 
word; and the rather, becaufe, as it would be impof- 
fible for the garrifon and inhabitants to return to Mal- 
ta, or go over into Sicily, without his furnifhing them 
with vcdels, they were therefore forced Jo rely entire- 
ly upon his honour; and they unanimoufly agreed, that 
in order (o fhew him how much they confided in his 
word, .the marfhal fhould carry his hodage back with 
him and indeed the rebels were not lorry to make an 
experiment, by the treatment which the marfhal fhould 
meet with from the baffia, what they themfelves might 
cxpeft from him. 

A garrison’s difpofing in this manner of the per- 
fon of its governor was not to be juftified by any of 
the Jaws of war ; but the reader may have obferved, 
that ever fmee the time lhatMie foldiers had openly 
rebelled, and which the Spanifh knights had fecretly 
fomented, ^ill regard to the marfhal’s authority, and all 
notion of the duty of obedience, was at that moment 
extinguiffied ; and the mutineers had no fooner heard 
that the bafna demanded a conference with the gover- 
nor, but they forced him with infolent cries to go out 
of the town, for fear lead the capitulation fhould be 
broke off: be went therefore lo the camp, attended 
only by the chevalier de Mohtfort his friend, who was 
refolved never to leave him, and the Turkifh officer 
who had been fentasanhodage. When they drew near 
the general’s quarters, the officer, under pretence of 
giving Sinan notice of the governor’s arrival, went 
before, and told him in. a few words that lve had 
found the foldiers and inhabitants in a terrible Conder- 
nation, that he fancied he had dilcovered fbmething 
like a divifion among them, and moreover, that he 
allured him he might preferibe fuch terms as he fhould 
think proper to the governor. 
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The bafha made his advantage of this advice; fo 
that at the inarfhal’s coming in, he affumed an air of 
haughtinefs and pride, an air which filch Barbarians 
generally put on when fortune has declared herfelf on 
their fide ; and immediately asked him, if he had 
brought the money he demanded for reimburfing the 
charges of the war. The marfhal, without di (cover- 
ing the lead emotion, anfwered him coldly, that he 
depended upon the capitulation, on his word, and the 
folemn oaths he had taken to maintain it inviolably. 
“ 'Tis not with flich dogs as you, replied the bafha 
ii in a rage, that a man is to keep his word ; yon and 
your perfidious comrades, who owed your lives at 
the liege of Rhodes purely to the grand feignior’s 
u clemency, who would never have indulged you in 
them as he did, contrary to the advice of his coun- 
* ( cil, had it not been in confideration of your grand 
ii mailer’s engagement, viz . that the order fhould ne- 
ver for the future attack his flibjefts, or exercile pi- 
li racy in his leas, but relpeft his flag in all places ; 
*' not wkhllan ding which, in breach of that treaty, 
<l and of all the obligations of gratitude, you were no 
u fooner fettled at Malta, but you fell again to your 
u old trade of pirating.'* The marfhal, who could 
not bear lo unjulla reproach, replied, that the original 
of the capitulation, ligned by Soiyman’s own hand, 
was flill preserved at Malta ; that there is no fuch ar- 
ticle in it, and that he was ready to fend for it from 
Malta in order to juflify what he advanced. He told 
him moreover, that if he repented of the treaty which 
he had made with the deputies of Tripoli, he might 
tear it if he pleafed ; after which, fays he, let the fate 
of war decide to whom the place fliall belong. The 
bafha, provoked at this refolute anfwer, ordered him 
to be disarmed, to be put in irons, and fent on board 
his vcfibl. The marfhal, flill refolute and undaunted, 
turning himfelf to the chevalier dc Montfort, cried out, 
“ if you, brother, are allowed to go back into the ci- 
e( ty, tell my lieutenant, and the commander Copier, 
“ from me. that they conlider me no longer but as a 
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c< dead man ; and as for any thing elfe, that they be- 
<( have themlelves as their duty and honour may re- 
“ quire of them on this occafion.” After the mat dial 
was gone out of the balha’s tent, he diTmiflctd Mont* 
fort, and allowed him to return back to Tripoli, upon 
condition he fliould tell the knights who were left 
there, that if they did not immediately fend him the 
money he demanded he would have it out of their 
pei Ions, and thole of the gariifon and inhabitants, who 
(hould be all fold for (laves. Montfort had no looner 
told this difmal news in the place, but it railed a ge- 
neral indignation among the knights, who ail (wore 
they would fight to the laft drop of blood, to revenge 
the injury which had been done to their commander. 
All talk of capitulation was now at an end, they em- 
brace one another, and agree to defend themiclves to 
the lad extremity, to die all by each other’s Tides, and 
bury tbemfelves in the ruins of the place. After this, 
they endeavoured to inlpire the fame lentiments into 
the garrilon ; but they had not to do with (oldiers, 
much Ids with men ; tho'le wretches, infenlible to eve- 
ry thing they could reprefen t to them in order to ex-' 
cite their rdentrnent, anfwered only like fo many wo- 
men, by their tears, or by a gloomy filence. In a word, 
neither remonftrances, intreaties, reproaches, blows, nor 
any thing they could do, could prevail upon them to 
take arms again. The council, conlideringthat in fo uni- 
vertal a deicrtion, it would not be worth, while to per- 
lift any longer in a fruitlefs defence for preferring 
the liberty of fuch rebels, refolved to abandon them to 
their wretched fate, and leave them as a prey to the 
balha, to compound for the liberty of the rdf * upon 
which, they lent Montfort back to the general, to tell 
him, that it was impoflible for the knights to furnifli 
the lum that he demanded, there being no money in 
the city ; but that they would furrender, provided 
he would only give leave to three hundred perfons, 
whom the council (hould nominate, to march out in 
full liberty. The council, before Montfort went to 
make this new proposal, upon advice that the balha 
O 3 would 
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would give no quarter to the Moors, who, tho’ Ma- 
hometans, had yet ferved the order with great courage 
and fidelity, had given them fuch rewards as their cir- 
cumftances would at that time alltfw, and advifed 
them to retire to Tunis or Goletta ; and, in order to 
fecure their retreat, and prevent their falling into the 
hands of the Turks, they gave them all the horfes 
that' were in the town, and they Tallied out at St. 
George’s gate. 

Among thefe Moors were feveral who, having been 
a long time in the fervice of the knights, could not be 
prevailed upon to leave them in this extremity ; but 
protefted they would follow their fortune : the reft 
agreed to the propofal which was made them ; but 
fome of them had the misfortune to be furprifed, and 
to be taken in their retreat, before Montfort was come 
back to the camp. They were brought to the bafha, • 
when they informed him that the knights were refolv- 
cd to defend themielves to the laft extremity, and that 
when they fnould not be able to hold out any longer, 
they would blow up all the fortifications, and involve 
their mercilefs enemies in the lame deftru&ion with 
themielves. 

The bafha, ftartled at a refolution which would 
difappoint him of the booty he hoped to gait} by this 
conqueft, and leave him only an heap of afhes, was 
glad to fee Montfort return back ; he received him in 
an amicable manner, and, after hearing what he had 
to fay, gave him room to hope that he would at lead 
indulge two hundred of the befieged in their liberty. 

He then lent for the marfhal, in order to conclude the 
affair with him ; but before he was brought into his 
tent, they had obliged Montfort to go out ; when the 
governor being brought into his pretence, he cried out 
to him, u Has the night infpired you with better refb- 
lutions, and are you now diipofed to pay me the 
“ lun^which I fo juftly demand of you l The authority 
u I had in Tripoli, replied the marfhal, ended with 
u the liberty you bereaved me of ; you muff now ap- 
“ ply yourfelf to others ; and fuppofing that my bre- 
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4( thren might ftill have fome deference left for my 
u fentiments, I fhall never be for treating on any other 
i( conditions than thofe which you yourielf agreed to; 
“ for the reft, here’s my head, difpofe of it as you 
iC have already done of my liberty. ” 

After this, the bafha took Dragut and the aga Morat 
afide ; and whilpering together for fome time, they in 
all probability fearing they ftiould find the fame intre- 
pidity in the knights as they had done in the marfhal, 
he drew near to him, when giving him his hand in to- 
ken of peace ; “ Let us talk no more, faid he to him, 
t: of new conditions, I ratify the firft, and agree that 
(i all the Chriftians, who fhall Jje found in Tripoli, 
“ (Kail have their liberty ; you yourielf are allowed to 
f( go and allure your companions of it, and bring them 
“ out with the garrifon of the place.” 

But the marfhal, miftruftingthis change of behavi- 
our, and fearing left fome new treachery might be 
lurking under this facility which they had (hewn in 
ratifying the fiift conditions, excufed himfelf from 
carrying his promife of if, on pretence that his having 
been made a prifoner had put an end to his employ- 
ment and authority ; and upon his refufal, the bafha 
lent the Turkifh officer, who had been before in the 
place in quality of an hoftage : The mutineers receiv- 
ed him with as great eagernefsas uneafinets; when im- 
mediately crowding themfelves about him, they, with- 
out carrying him to the council, preffed him to declare 
the fubje# of his commiffion. The officer told them 
that his general had lent him to acquaint them, that he, 
purfuant to the treaty, would grant an entire liberty to 
.all fuch as fhould leave the place immediately ; that 
be would furnifh them with fhips to tranfport them to 
Malta, and that all he required of the loldiers was to leave 
their colours and arms in the town ; the delerters fet 
up great fhoutsthe moment they heard this declaration ; 
and, as thole cowardly wretches had fome days before 
thrown away their arms as an ufelefs burden, they did 
not ftay for the orders of the council, or the return of 
the chevalier de Montfort, but fearing the leaft delay 

would 
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would make the hafha change his rdblution, and find- 
ing the gates of the town fhut, they crowded out at the 
bleaches ; and the women and children following their 
example, hurried out atthe fame gaps. The knights, find- 
ing themfelves univerfally abandoned, were at laft forced 
to takethefame courfe; they all rallied under the wails, 
and, as they were going towards the camp, Moral -aga 
furrounded them with a body of his Moorifh cavalry, 
and, dripping them without diftineftion of rank or con- 
dition, put them in irons, and treated them like 
Haves. 

Of all the Maltefc. des Roches the ferving brother, 
who commanded in the little caftle, was the only man 
that would have the carving of his own fate, and 
who owed his liberty to his courage and relolution. 
The baflia wanted only to pofTefs himfelf of that little 
fort, which being as it were the key of the port, com- 
manded it at the lame time : the general's agent tempt- 
ed des Roches with glaring promiies, and endeavoured 
at the ianie time to intimidate him with threats of death 
or perpetual flavery. But the lerving brother, though 
he had no more than thirty men with him, was equal- 
ly proof againft them all; ;o that the Turk was oblig- 
ed to raile a battery againft the tower, which was (boil 
beat down. Des Rothes, unable to hold it out any 
longer, taking the advantage of a chirk night, got with 
his little company into a bark, and put out to lea ; 
others lay, that he retired iecretly on board the French 
embaftador’s gallies, which ferved him for an a.ylum. 

That minifter could not behold the lofs of Tripo- 
li, and the unworthy treatment the knights met with 
from the Barbarians, without the utmoft concern. At 
the fi»ft news he had of it, he ran to the place where 
they had been feized, when he found them lying on 
the ground in chains, half naked, and expofed to the 
infuhs of the in folent foldiery. He accofted them in 
terms fuitable to their courage and virtue, and allured 
them that he would go and employ all his endeavours 
for the recovery of their liberty : upon this he went 
immediately to the baflu’s tent, and reprefented to him 
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in the ftrongeft terms, that lie, by fuch a fhameful 
piece of injuftice, was going to dilhonour himfelf in 
the face of the whole univerfe, and that the king his 
mafter, and the other fove reigns of Chriftendom, hav- 
ing fome fhare in the ihameful treatment which he 
Ihewed thole knights, who were 1110ft of them born 
their fubje< 5 b, would not fail therefore either to have 
redrefs from Solyman, or, in cafe he fliould refufe it, 
would tile reprilals upon all fuch Turkifh officers as 
fliould fall into their hands. The bafha gave him an 
haughty anfwer, and laid, that he was accountable to 
no one but his mafter ; and that he was well allured, 
that that prince would not relent his having broke his 
word with a company of corlairs,who, fromalcandalous 
thirft of gain, had fo ungratefully violated the promile 
they had given at the taking of Rhodes, never to di- 
fturb any more the commerce of his fubjefts by their 
piracies' ; that the governor of Tripoli had in vain en- 
deavoured to clear them from fo well-grounded a re- 
proach, under pretence that there was no mention 
made of any fuch promue in the capitulation ; As 
(i if, fays he to d’Aramon, an hundred thoufand men 
<e vi ho were prelent at that liege, were not witneftes 
u fufficient, and that the grand leignior’s condefcend- 
i; ing to ftoop fo low as to complain of their breach of 
“ promile on leveral occalions, was not infinitely be- 
“ yond all proofs in writing.” 

The politic embaflador would not difpute it with 
him, but having recourle to inlinuation ; he, by 
entreaties and prefents, prevailed inlenfibly fo far, 
as to have the inarlhal, and the moft antient French 
knights, fet at liberty ; and the balha, to Ihew 
that he pretended to oblerve pun&ually the fecond 
treaty, or rather the promile which he had made to 
Montfort, contented that two hundred of thole who had 
been arrefted Ihould likewile enjoy their liberty. But 
here he came in with a new fetch, and chofe them, as 
he had done at Goza, out of the oldeft and pooreft of 
the inhabitants. All the reft he kept ftill in flavery, 
together with fome young French knights, and all 
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thole of Spain and Italy, who were the emperor’s fub- 
je&s. 

This exception made the embaflador very uneafy : 
’Twas with grief he faw that thole amiable youths his 
countrymen were going to be expofed to perils of vari- 
ous natures, which were fo much the more dangerous, 
as they were fealoned with luxury and pleafures. But 
he, in order to refcue therrr from thence, ranfomed 
them with his own money ; and as for thole knights 
who were the emperor’s fubje&s, notwithstanding that 
that prince was at that time at war with his mailer, he 
yet engaged to give the bafha thirty Turks, all born of 
good families, who were actually Haves at Malta, in ex- 
change, and to carry them himlelf to ConHantinople. 
Having done fo far, he let fail for Malta, not fufpeCt- 
3ng in the ieaft but that the grand mailer would re- 
ceive him there as the deliverer of his brethren, and 
arrived in that ifland on the twenty-third of Auguft in 
the evening. This iniriifter, when he went on board 
his galiies, had lent a bark before, with a letter direct- 
ed to the grand mailer, in which he gave him an ac- 
count of all the circumftances relating to the taking of 
Tripoli. D’Omedes was greatly furprifed at this news; 
and that which gave him ftill more uneafinefs than 
grief, was the apprehenfions he was under, left they 
Ihocild impute to him the lofs of fo important a place : 
he was lenfible, that a complaint had been made in the 
convent a long time before of his having employed 
the money, which ought to have been laid out in for- 
tifying that city, in enriching his nephews : that the 
loft of Tripoli might probably revive thefe complaints, 
which would occalion a ftriCl examination intohis con* 
dudt, and perhaps end in his being depofed ; in order 
therefore to extricate himfelf out of lo uneafy a cir- 
cumllance, he refolved to lay things in fuch a manner 
as to make the French embalTador’s conduCl be fufpeft- 
ed, and throw the lols of Tripoli upon that minifter 
and themarfnal ; in purfuance of which, he lent for 
fome knights his creatures, and, taking them into his 
clolet, Ihewed them the letter he had juft received 
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from d ’Aram on. He at firft broke^out only- in exprefc 
lions of grief for the lofs of fo confiderable a place ; 
when, as if he were unwilling to throw the blame on 
any body but himfelf, he owned to them with an af- 
fected confulion, that he could never forgive himlelf 
the imprudent flep he had taken, in having engaged 
<T Aram on to go into Africa, and for having confided 
in a foreign minifter, whole mailer he could not but 
be fenfible was. in a ftriCl alliance with the grand leig- 
nior ; that this embaflador, a cunning and infidipus 
perfon, and who was moreover the marlhal’s country- 
man, had infinuared himlelf into his confidence, by pre- 
tending to intereft himlelf in the prelervation of Tri- 
poli ; that he probably might afterwards have exag- 
gerated the weaknefs of the town, and the forces of the 
bafha, and have led him inlenfibly by his artifices into 
a labyrinth of negotiations, which had at lad ended in 
a fcandalous capitulation. 

The grand mailer’s creatures, like fo many fervile 
courtiers, without examining whether there might not 
be fome falfities in a relation which depended merely up- 
on conjectures, declared openly their detection of the 
embaffador’s pretended treachery. Each of them, in 
his way, made a merit of fupporting thefe conjectures 
by new prejudices every whit as groundlels. Some 
faid, that that minifter would never have deferred the 
execution of his mailer’s orders, nor have been pre- 
vailed upon to interrupt his voyage to the porte lb eafily 
as he did, had he not thought he could have been more 
uleful to him at Tripoli than at Conftantinople ; oLhers 
added, that the great want the king of France had of 
the fleet and forces of the balha, to oppoie them againft 
thole of Charles V. made his embalTidor haften the 
capitulation of the place to the prejudice of the^order, 
-the fooner to haften their voyage to ’Provence" ; that 
the marlhal was inexcufable for having concluded it 
without having firft imparted it to the grand mafter 
and the council, in confequence of whic h, it was agree- 
ed, that he ought to be proiecuted for it immediately ; 
but they, in order to get rid of lo Uoublelome a wit- 
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liels as the embafiador would prove, refolved to delay 
the procefstill after his departure. In the mean time, 
to render him iu (petted, and to make as if they mittrutt- 
cd him, the grand matter, at his coming off the har- 
bour, under pretence of its being an unlealonable hour, 
would not* (uffer the chain to be taken away ; but or- 
dered the cattle-guard to be doubled, and took the fame 
precautions as in time of war, and as if the enemy was 
returned to the ifland, and lay before the gates of the 
place. 

The next day the grand matter’s confidents, in con- 
cert with him, had it whifpered abroad, though with- 
out naming any body, that 1 ripoli would not have 
fallen fo foon into the power of the Turks, had it not 
been for the embafiador’s lecret intelligence with the 
bafha, and the mai (hal’s weaknefs, having fufFered 
himielf to be guided by d’Aramont's perfidious advice. 
This news was told up and down with all the air of a 
great lecret. that was not to be confided but to intimate 
friends, which, by being ftill communicated with the 
ftridtett charge of lecrecy, became at latt the public 
talk, l'hefe reports, improving by the various conjec- 
tures which every body added as fancy might fuggett, 
foon reached, as rhe grand matter had intended they 
fhould, a 1 the knights houles, and patted from thence 
to the people ; by this artifice, d'Aramon, unknown 
to hiinfelf, became in a moment the obje<tt of the public 
execration. 

Bu r the grand matter did not ttop here ; for he, in 
order to make him no lefs odious over all Chrittendom 
than he was at Malta, engaged thole of his cabal towiite 
word undeihandto the knights who refided in Europe 
upon their feveral commanderies, fignifying that the 
French embafiador had betrayed the order, and deli- 
vered up Tripoli to the infidels, and that had it not 
been for the wile precautions which the grand matter 
had taken, . he would have attempted to feize on the 
cattle of St. Angelo, and put it into the hands of the 
Turks. Theie reports were foon Ipread over all Chri- 
ttendom, and'ngule a great imprettiononpcople’s minds. 
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And at laft thoie which they had publifhed at Malta, 
with Co much virulence, came to d’Aramon’s ears. 
It would be impoflible to exprefs the furprile he was in 
when he heard them ; he demanded an audience im- 
mediately, which was afligned him in full council : 
when feating himlelf by the grand mafter, and think- 
ing it would be derogatory to his character to ftoop lo 
low as to refute all the/e fa lie reports, he only dcfir- 
ed him to call to mind, that he had not gone into A- 
frica, but for the repeated inftances which he had em- 
ployed in order to engage him to it ; and wherein he, 
to make him fully relolve upon it, had mentioned the 
advantage that would thereby accrue to the Chriftian 
religion, and the great regard and affe&ion the king his 
mafter had for the order. He added, that after his ar- 
rival in the Turkilh camp, he had done all that lay in 
his power, both to engage the bafha to raile the liege, 
and to deliver the knights out of Havery ; that God 
had blefted his endeavours, fo that he had brought 
them back lafein his gallies. and that as he had engag- 
ed himlelf to carry back as many Turks, who were 
Haves to tne order, in exchange, he hoped the grand 
mafter would caufe them to be delivered to him, that 
he might perform his promiie with honour. 

The grand mafter anlwered him in few words, and 
with a very cold air, that they were very much obliged 
to him for his care ; but as to the Turkifh flavcs he de- 
manded, he laid he could not do any thing in it; that 
it was the bufinefs of the knights who had taken them 
to dilpole of them as they fhould judge proper or, in 
caie of their refulal to part with them, it was the mar- 
flial’s bufinefs to make the bafha amends. D’Ara.non 
might very juftly have replied, that there was a yet 
Jfhorter, and indeed a juft^r way left, which was to 
deliver him back the Span’fh knights, in order for his 
Hy-ren dering them back to Si nan : but he thought it 
would be beneath his character o expole the grand 
mailer’s injufticc : io, without condescending to com- 
plain of it, he went out of the port in a few days, and 
kept on his way to Conftantinopl-% 
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His departure left the grand matter at liberty to go 
on with the execution of his project ; for which pur- 
pofe he held feveral fccret councils with his creatures 
about that affair ; therefult of which was a refoluti- 
on to ruin the marfhah They agreed, that in order 
to anfwer the grand matter’s ends, it was now time to 
bring him upon the ftage in d’Aramon’s ttead ; but as 
they could not fail upon him fingly, for a refolution 
which had been taken in a full council of war, the grand 
matter, and thofe who joined with him in carrying on 
this black defign, thought it proper to comprehend the 
knights who had the greateft hand in the capitulation, 
and involve them in the fame accufation. Hisemif- 
faries, difperfing them (elves up and down among the 
knights, took care to fuggeft to them, that the luffer- 
ing fuch a fcene of cowardice and prevarication to pals 
uncenfured would be a great fcandal to the order : 
and he himfeif reprefented to the council, though with 
all the outward (hew of grief, that the honour of the 
order obliged them abiolutely to call the marfhal and 
the other knights to account for the motives which 
had determined‘them to capitulate : u In order, (faid 
d’Omedes, with a pretended moderation) “ that they 
« ma y be acquitted if they (hould be found innocent, 
« or elfe be punifhed, if we ttiould have the mortifi- 
“ cation to find them guilty.” 

The council finding this propofal very reafonable, 
voted for an immediate examination of the affair, and 
the bringing of the acculed to a trial ; and refolved 
that three knights, of three different languages, fhould 
he appointed to take informations about it. The 
grand matter had no difficulty to make the choice fall 
upon his own creatures ; but as thele commiffarics 
were religious, and could not in that quality take cog- 
nifance of a capital crime, where the lives of the accu(- 
ed lay at flake, it was refolved to give them an affitt- 
ant,and to put a fecular perfon at the head ofthe tom- 
miffion, who, after the examination, and the report 
ofthe commiffioners, was to pronounce fentence, with 
refpeft to the nature ofthe puniffiment which the fault 
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of the criminals might deferve. The artful grand ma« 
(ter, without Teeming to be any further concerned in 
it, than as juftice required he fhould be, pitched upon 
a fecular officer of the ifland, Auguftin de Combe by 
name, whole fortune he had made, for that employ- 
ment ; he was a corrupt judge, a man capable of doing 
any thing for money. He likewife got another fecular, 
a Spaniard by birth, to be chofen follicitor of the 
commiflion, who had no merit but that of being blind- 
ly devoted to his intcreft : d’Omedes, by the choice 
of all thefe judges, had it in his power to make the af- 
fair take what turn he fhould think proper. 

Up o n a petition p relented by the follicitor ex officio, 
the fiift ftep they took was to arret! the marffial, and 
the knights Fuller, de Soufa,and Errera, who had had 
the greateft hand in the capitulation, though after a 
very different manner. As the lofs of the place con- 
cerned the emperor, by virtue of his being lord para- 
mount, and that Tripoli ferved likewife in fome mea- 
fure.-to cover his dominions in Italy, the knights who 
were born his fubjedts, in order to make their court, 
were not afhamed to feize their general themlelves, be- 
caufe he was a Frenchman ; and to throw him into an 
horrible dungeon, where he had not the leaf! light to 
comfort him. The grand matter, fancying his deftruc- 
tion,to be inevitable, and that he was no longer obliged 
to keep any meafures, thought proper, in order to de- 
prive him of all fuccour, to forbid, under fevere pe- 
nalties, any knight’s offering to ibllicit in his favour ; 
and that becaufe of the enormity of the crime, and 
that the intereft of the ftate was concerned in it. By 
another order he enjoined the comm’ffaries to rejedl all 
the reafons he might give for excepting againtt the wit- 
neffes ;and that they, without having any regard either 
to the condition or the reputation of the deponents, 
fhould admit, without diftinftion, the teftimony of all 
fuch perfons as fhould offer themlelves, and that they 
fhould not oblige them to be confronted with the ac- 
cufed : fb that on the whole, they could fcarce poffi- 
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bly have taken furer meafures forthefpeedy difpatch of 
an innocent peiTon. 

This new lyltem of law was the occaflon that, 
among the witnefles which the follicitor admitted, 
there appeared fome who were villains convidi as well 
as fellows who had been guilty of ihe blackell crimes ; 
luch was one Dominic Caoillan, a Spaniard, whole 
teflimony was allowed of, notwithflanding his having 
been judicially convicted and condemned of forgery ; 
fuch was Vanegas, another Spaniard, who, after hav- 
ing renounced our Saviour, and embraced the Maho- 
metan religion, had, to go on Hill in iniquity, fold 
his own children to the infidels ; this villain they had 
fetched back from Africa, purpolely that he might make 
his depofiiion againfl the marfival fuch, in a word, 
was one of -ihe gunners in Tripoli, who had been 
taken in the very inflint he was going over to the infi- 
dels, and would infallibly have been executed but for 
•he marOial’s clemency. All good men were infinitely 
concerned to lee that they were relolved to dtllroytnat 
nobleman at any rate ; but the cabal was lo flrong, 
and they had made his caufe lb very odious, that no 
one durfl open bis mouth in his favour. 

The chevalier de Villegagnon was the only perforr 
who, in Ipite of the grand mailer’s orders to the con- 
trary, was generous enough to undertake his defence, 
wherein he acquitted himfelf with an invincible cou- 
rage. He declared publicly, that it was very extraor- 
dinary, fmee Tripoli had been loft only by the negli- 
gence, and perhaps the avarice of thole whole bufinefs. 
it was to fortify it, and throw fuccours into the place, 
that they Ihould neverthelefs pretend to make the mar- 
(hal refponfiblc for another man’s fault. Upon thefc 
complaints, which were thought very reafonahle, that 
nobleman’s friends, and molt of the French knights, 
began to open their eyes, and to reproach themfelves 
for having been made the tools of the pallion and hat- 
red of d’Omedes. The grand mailer, to prevent any 
effect of their tellimony, and the accounts they might 
lend into the feveral nations of Chriflendom, had rc- 
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courfc a lecond time to the venal pen of his confident?, 
all whom he obliged to write unto their refpetftive* 
countries as follows, viz. that the grand mafter being 
deiirous of having the marfhal tried for felling Tripoli 
to the infidels, the greateft part of the French kuights, 
out of apprehenfion that his being convicted of that 
crime would fix a mark of infamy upon the language, 
had taken up arms, and were actually befieging the 
grand mafter in the caftle of St. Angfclo. 

This news, tho* utterly fake, did nevertheleis 
raife a terrible indignation againft the French knights 
in foreign countiies, where they weie never mention- 
ed but as fo many rebels ; Co that one would have 
thought that the fingle quality of being a Fienchmari 
was a crime which they could not expiate but by 
death. 

D’Omedes having got the ftart of them by the/e 
letters, and prejudiced the world againft the French, 
did his utmoft to bring this great affair to alpeedy con- 
clufion ; and, before fuch time as the truth could be 
cleared up, the fcllicitor ex officio, in concert with 
him, brought up a let of new witneffes : Viilegagnon, 
diicovering immediately that they were fuborned, com- 
plained of it to the comnfifiioners, brought them con- 
vincing proofs of the fubornation, and represented to 
them, that, fuppoling the grand mafter had forbid the 
marfhal, under pretence that it was a ftate crime, to 
except againft them in any manner, that it yet was 
their bnllnels to admit at leaft of the teftimony of none 
but fuch as they knew to be men of probity : but thole 
knights, being wholly devoted to the grand mafter, 
anlwered him coldly, that that enquiry related only 
to the follicitor of the caule ; that, as for themfelves, 
their bufmels was only to take their depofitions in the 
very terms they made them, and that they wererqual- 
]>y dilpoied to hear fuch as he fhould produce, either 
for or againft the charge ; adding, that they would al- 
low him a week’s time for that purpofe ; though they 
had granted the follicitor in ordinary two months to 
bring his witnefies together. Above threefcore per- 

P 3 ions. 


X 74 Iiijlory of the Knights of Malta. 

Tons, all men of known integrity, appeared in that fmaU 
fpace of time, and depoled in the marlhal’s favour, and 
by their teftimony entirely invalidated the depofitions 
which the fake v/ it Defies had made At lad the com- 

miflioners made their report, and the fecular judge 
pronounced fentence in full council, which was to this 
effedl ; T hat, in the lois of Tripoli, it did not appear 
that the mai fhal and the other knights had been guilty 
of any treachery or intelligence with the enemy ; 'that 
the misfortune was entiiely owing to the cowardice of 
the Calabrians ; that there were indeed no imperial 
conditutions or laws which inffuded any punifhment 
3n fuch a cafe upon a governor and his officers ; but 
that, by the datutes of the order, degradation was the 
penalty incurred by every governor who fhould aban- 
don a place with which he had been intruded, with- 
out exprels leave from the grand matter and the coun- 
cil ; in conference whereof, he concluded, by one and 
the lame (entence, that the habit of the older and the 
crofs lhould be taken away from the marfhaJ, and from 
the knights Soufa, Errera, and Fuder, as accomplices 
in the lots of Tripoli. 

The grand maderdilcovered, by an air of difeontent, 
that he was not any way pleafed with this fentence ; 
the only reafonof his ha\ing comprehended theSpanifh 
knights in the acculation was in order to prevent any 
fblpition of his having proceeded againd the marlhal 
merely from a national hatred ; and was moreover in 
hopes, that after he had got him condemned, he lhould 
be able to find out occafions and pretences to get his 
countrymen acquitted. This fentence which the judge 
had pronounced diiconceited all ids meafures ; but ill 
order to remedy it if poffible, he reprelented to the 
council, with a pretended moderation, and an affedled 
mededy, that he thought the judge, in order to put an 
end to lb important an affair, had been a little too 
bafty in pronouncing lenience againd thefe different 
perlons : and that he was of opinion, that a great dif- 
ference ought to be made between the fault of each cri- 
minal, as well as in the different penalties to be inflidt- 
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ed on them ; and that for the prefent, the judgment 
which had been pronounced againftthe maifhai ought 
to ftand good ; but that that of the ofRcers ought to be 
fuperfeded, in order to judge each of them leparately, 
according to the different nature of the crimes whereof 
they flood convided. 

The judge perceiving that he had di/pleafed the 
grand mailer by this general fentence which he had 
pronounced againft all the impeached, changed his 
mind, without any fenle of modefly or fhame, notwith- 
(landing his having given judgment but that moment 
before; and, in order to pacify the grand matter, made 
a new deciflon, by which the Spanifh officers were ex- 
cluded from the general fentence in which they had 
been included ; and declared, by way of explanation, 
that although he had condemned them all to the fame 
penalty, their faults were notwithflanding of a very 
different natuie. When the bailiff Schilling, of the 
language of Germany, direding his difcoune to the 
judge, “ Are not you, (fays he to him with indignati- 
on) u the mofl profligate fellow living, to change your 
u fentiments in a moment, at the lead fign of the grand 
“ matter's diicontent ? You juft now gave a defini- 
iC tive lentence, that as the impeached had been e^ual- 
“ ly guilty of the fame fault, they ought all to under- 
“ go the fame punifhment ; and a moment afterwards 
“ you pretend to feparate the faults, and defer the 
tc fentence againft ihem.” “ He has (poke like a 
“ wretch as he is,” faid the chevalier Nuguez, of the 
language ofCaftile ; and, turning himielf to the grand 
matter, I will never fuffer, (<ays he to him) thelen- 
“ tence which has been pronounced againft the mar- 
“ ffial to be executed, unlefs the lame penalty be at 
u the fame time inflided upon the reft.” 

All the aflembly declaring themlelves to be of the 
fame opinion, the grand matter pretended to come in- 
to it ; but as he was vexed that his prey had in lome 
meafure efcaped him, and that he could not deftroy 
the marffial only, as he had propoled to do, he delired 
to be heard a moment ; he then reprelented to them. 
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that although they had ordered that all the criminals 
fliould be punilhed at the iame time, it yet would be 
but jullice to make lome difference between their, 
crimes, and the puniihment which they deierved ; that 
the imrlhal and the chevalier Fuller leemed to hirn 
more guilty than the red, the one for having negoti- 
ated the capitulation, and the other for having a- 
bandoned the place of which he was governor ; and 
wherea? two luch great crimes might perhaps de- 
ferve to be punt Hied with death, .he was of opini- 
on, that it would be proper for the council to give 
themfelvcs no further trouble about it, bat refer the 
definitive fentence to the tecular judge, who had 
already taken cognilance of the affair. This corrupt 
judge having varied in fo fcandaious a - manner but a 
moment before, made them rejeft, him with clamour; 
notwithftanding which, the grand mailer infilled poll- 
lively on lvs being nominated ; but the judge, finding 
that the warmer part of the council loaded him with 
inve&ives, would not proceed any further, under pre- 
tence, that as he had pronounced fentence already, lie 
could not give judgment twice in the fame affair. Tho 
grand mailer, ernaged at his not being able to carry 
his point, put off the affair to another time, ordered 
the tecretary of the council to regilter all that had paf- 
ted, and broke up the aftembly. 

IrJ the mean time, fuch as were enemies to the 
French king and his kingdom, had no looner heard of 
the letters which the grand mailer had cauied to be 
tent into their teiritorie , but they gave out that the 
French embaffador had delivered up Tripoli to the in- 
fidels, and had returned back to Malta, in order to let 
them into that illand ; and that if it had not been for 
the grand mailer's vigilance, all the kniglus would 
have been cut to pieces. andChriflendom thereby have 
loll a place which terved as a bulwark to Sicily and all 
Italy. The king highly relenting thefe reports, fo de- 
rogatory to his glory, and the honour of the nation, 
di matched a gentleman in ordinary of his houlhold to 
the grand mailer. 1 his gentleman's name was du Bel- 
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Ioy, who delivered him a letter from his majctty, dat- 
ed the latt day of December, wherein that prince, af- 
ter complaining grievoufly of the infamous reports 
which had been l'pread up and down againft his em- 
battador, delircd him to lei him know plainly and tru- 
ly, whether d’Aramon was really guilty of the crimes 
which were laid to his charge, u in order that if he 
i( fliould be convidted of it, he might punifh him as the 
“ great ncfs of his crime dderved ; or, if he was inno- 

cent, he might be juttified, by his tettimony, among 
(i foreign nations, where he had been io barbaioufly 

defamed. 1 ’ 

This gentleman’s arrival, and the letter he brought 
with him, gave the grand matter the utmoft uncafineis t 
the fpreading of whifpers up and down underhand, 
the fending of anoriymous letters, or fubfcribing them 
with the names of inconilderable perfons, was a game 
that was not to be played with l’o great a monarch as 
Henry II. in an affair which concerned his honour ; 
he was now forced to lpeak out plainly, and advance 
nothing but what he was able to maintain before the 
face of all Chriflendom 

D’Omedes^ in order not to expofe himfelf to any 
difpute, and to extricate himlelfout of the difficulty 
he was under, laid the king’s letter before the council, 
where it was read j after which he asked the lords then 
prefent what were their lentiincnts' about the anfwcr 
that fhould be made to it. All the affembly were un- 
animous in their refolution of writing back to the king, 
wherein they fhould declare, that the order, far from 
having any reafon to complain of his embaffador’s con- 
duct, had nothing but thanks to return his majetty for 
all the good offices they had received from him, and 
which engaged the whole order more than ever, to an 
eternity of acknowledgments. The council ordered 
their fecretary, at the fame time, to draw up this letter, 
/Or rather to get it figned by the grand matter, and de- 
liver it to the king’s envoy, or clfe to the chevalier de 
Villegagnon, who was to return back with him. 
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D'Omedes, who ft ill perfifted in his lecret defign 
of deftroying both the embaftador and the marfhal, 
foon repented of his having referred to the council the 
anfweringof a letter which had been directed to him- 
felf only : in ol der therefore to elude the proofs which 
might be drawn from it in favour of the peribns accuf- 
ed, hefent for the fecretary, and, without letting him 
know what ufe he defigncd to make ol the letter, he 
only told him, that as it was dire&ed to a great king, 
and related to an affair, of lb dehcate a nature, the 
terms of it could not be too well weighed ; for which 
reafon, he Paid, he had a mind to confer with him about 
it at leifure ; and that in cafe the French gentleman, 
or de Vi legagon fhould ask for it, he fhould find out 
feme excufe to difpenfe his giving it to them; and then 
recommending fecrecy to him, he di miffed him. 

Viu.egagnon having let fome days pafs over, 
and finding that the fecretary, during that time, had 
not taken care to execute the orders of the council, he 
asked him the reafon of it. The fecretary, purfuant 
to the grand mafter’s orders, excufed himfelf on the 
fpecious reafon of a multitude of bufinefs ; and, in or- 
der to amufe him, promifed to bring him the letter as 
foon as poflible : but whole weeks paffed away with- 
out their being able to get it out of his hands. Thefe 
pretended delays made Villegagnon fufpefl that they 
had fome ill defign again upon the anvil ; and, in or- 
der to trace it to the bottom, he exerted himfelf to the 
utmoft, and moreover let all thofe knights to work, 
who. like himfelf, had interefted themfelvesin themar- 
fhal’s defence. At laft he difcovered, as he himfelf re- 
lates, that the grand mafter had had fome fecrct con- 
ferences with the judge who had tried the impeached; 
that he had reproached him with his weaknels in hav- 
ing defifted from his commiffion, upon the complaints 
which had been raifed againft him in the council; thatr 
the grand mafter had laid further, that he was (till 
(Iron g enough, in fpite of the oppoftte cabal, to get a 
revifion of that very profecution referred to him ; but 
that he would never forgive him, if he fhould vary a 

fecond 
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lecond time in his fentence ; and that he, to oblige 
him to keep his word, would needs force him to hgn 
a bond to pay him five hundred ducats of gold, in cafe 
he did not a<ft in'the whole profecution exa&ly as he 
(hould prefcribe him. 

The perfons from whom Viliegagnon had this ad- 
vice told him further, that the judge, through the 
fear he was under of lofing his poft, as well as the 
grand mafter’s favour, had promifed and figned every 
thing he had required of him ; that the grand mafter, 
after having got this fecurity from him, delivered him 
a memorial containing certain fatfts and articles, which 
he was to interrogate the marfhal upon ; ordering him, 
at the fame time, that in cafe he either denied them, 
or fliould refufe to anfwer, to put him to the torture, 
in order to force him, by the violence of the torments, 
to own that he had delivered up Tripoli to the Turks, 
purely upon d’Aramon’s follicitation. They like ways 
informed him, that the grand mafter had owned to the 
judge, that the hopes of extorting this confefTion from 
him, in order to lend it to the king, had been the on- 
ly reafen of his having fo long deferred giving an an- 
fwer to that prince's envoy, and that it was the only 
way he had left to extricate himfelf with honour out 
of an affair in which both his dignity and glory were 
endangered, and which could not be fecured but by 
the dfftri dion of the perfons impeached. 

Viliegagnon does not name the perfon to whom 
he owed the difcovery of the plot ; either becaule he 
had been engaged to 'ecrecy, orelfe perhaps hecaufe it 
came from the judge him (elf, who might well be a- 
fraM to take upon himfelf, without leave of the coun- 
cil fiift obtained, to put one of the great officers of the 
order to the rack ; and was therefore not forry that the 
rumour of this plot might prevent vs execution, and 
at the fame time lave him the confiderable fum he had 
fo imprudently obliged himfelf to pay to the grand 
mafter. Be that as it will, Viliegagnon having a full 
account of this horrible defign, went to the council, 
.and demanded, in the name of the king's envoy, that 

they 
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they would deliver him the letter which he was to car- 
ry to that prince ; reprefenting, that if they fhould de- 
fer his departure but never fo little, the feafon would 
be fo far advanced, that there would be no venturing 
out to lea. “ However, added Villegagnon, in cafe 
“ the council fhould have changed their lentiments, it 
(< may perhaps be fufficient, in order to convince the 
€i king of his embaflador’s innocence, to fend him the 
ic refult of the com midi oners examinations, together 
“ with a copy of the fentence pronounced by the fecu- 
C( lar judge: by which inftruments alone, that mo- 
Ci narch will feepla'nly that the capitulation of Tripo- 
c< li was not in the leaft owing to any treachery or in- 
u tel igence of d’Aramon’s and the marfhal’s with the 
“ infidels, but that the !o r s of it was wholly owing to 
* c the cowardice and rebellion of the Calabrian foi- 
“ dieTS.” 

A knight of the priory of Aquitain, who was a 
great partifan of d Omedes, replied, that all the king 
defired was, to be informed of his embafiador’s con- 
dud in Afrca, and that therefore they were only to 
anfwer to that point. The grand mailer was overjoy- 
ed to meet with a man who oppoied the propoial of 
Villegagnon, whom he judged to be too able a man 
to require a copy of the proceedings againll the im- 
peached, but with the view of carrying the king the 
moll irrefragable proofs of d’Aramon’s innocence. And, 
finding that that French knight was always thwarting 
him, he fternly asked him, where he had learned that 
the order was obliged togive lecular princes an account 
of their criminal proceedings againll their knights. 
u I never intended, replied Villegagnon, to advance 
(c fuch a propofirion ; all that I defigned was, that in 
€i lieu of the letter which the council ordered, and 
iC which has not been yet drawn up, the king might 
u think it diffident, for his miniller’s j unification, to 
“ have the leftimony of the very judge of the impeach- 
(i ed who declares, in the fentence, that his miniller 
<c had no: been gu : lty of any unlawful practice, or 
a criminal intelligence with refped: to the capitulati- 
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(< on. However, fince you order me, continued the 
u knight, addreffing himfelf to the grand matter, to 
€i give you an account of my particular reafons for de- 
a firing that copies of thofe proceedings might be fen t 
“ to France, I will give it you, with all the opennefs 
“ and fincerity which I profefs, and, at the fame time, 
€i with all the deference and refpe<tt I owe to you, and 
u to the auguft attembly before which I fpeak.” 

Then raifing his voice, and putting on a noble and 
refolute air, “ There hath been, for fome days patt, Sir, 
“ (continued he, ttill addreffing himfelf to the grand 
“ matter) a report fpread abroad, which refledls high- 
a ly on your honour, which is, that in a private con- 
Ci ference that paffed between you and la Combe, you 
“ agreed to carry on a new profecution againft the 
€i marttial ; that that unjutt judge has engaged to put 
Ci him to the rack, and to force him, by the violence of 
“ the torture, to confett crimes he was never guilty 
“ of ; upon which he is to condemn him to death, and 
“ that after his execution, his confefTionis to be given 
<< inftead of the letter which the council has ordered to 
* be written to the king. This, we are told, is the 
u only reason of that pretended delay which the fe- 
“ creiary makes in giving the letter to that prince’-s 
u envoy.” 

The grand matter fell into a pattlon at this dif- 
courle ; and darting fire from his eyes, and all in- 
flamed with rage, he commanded him to declare pu- 
blicly from whom he had had fuch fcandalous reports. 
u The name of the author is not at prefent the bufi- 
u nett, (replied Villegagnon with great modetty ; ) 
u the only queftion at this time is, to know from 
ic yourfelf whether the fa<5t be true or falie.” il Ut- 
iC terly falle,” cried the grand matter. “ Declare, 

Sir, before the whole attembly, replied Villegag- 

non, that you acquit your judge of the fum of five 
“ hundred ducats of gold, which he ftands bound 
i€ to pay you, in cafe he does not pals lentence of 
€i death upon the maithal.” At thele terrible words 
the grand matter immediately changed colour, and ap- 
peared in the utmoft confufion ; his head was quite 
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tu red, fo that he was not matter of him c If ; when, 
being inraged to fee himfelf attacked fo warmly by one 
o i his intenors, he fell upon him with a torrent of a- 
buttve language. But Villegagnon, thinking he had 
done fufficicnt in having acquainted the council with 
his ill defigns, withdrew from the aflembly ; the mem- 
bers whereof, being juftly incenfed at all thefe villain- 
ous con (piracies, appointed another judge, and order- 
ed the (ecretary, under very fevere penalties, to lay afide 
all affairs, and deliver that very day to the king’s en- 
voy, or to Villegagnon, the letter which had been 
written to that prince, in the form, and in the very 
words in which he had been directed to draw it up. 

However pofitive thefe orders might be, the fe- 
cretary, who was one of the grand matter s creatures, 
durft not execute them without firft couiultmgwith him 
about it ; he therefore went privately to his palace, 
wrote the letter before him, gave a new turn to it; and, 
iritead of taking notice in it, as the council had order- 
ed him to do, that d’Aramon, far from having contri- 
buted to the lofs of Tripoli, had, on the contrary, done 
all that lay in his power to keep the bafha from laying 
liege to it ; he, I fay, inftead of thefe terms, fo very 
exprefs in favour of d’Aramon’s innocence, inferted a 
claufe which related only to the time of the writing of 
that letter ; and moreover made the grand matter fay, 
that the council had not as yet difeovered any thing 
wherewith they could charge d’Aramon. D’Omedes, 
by this claufe, and under pretence that new impeach- 
ments might ariie, referved to himfelf a power of re- 
viving, on fome other occafion, the impeachment that 
"had been brought againtt d’Aramon. 

The letter drawn up in this manner, and dated the 
17th of November, was delivered to Villegagnon, who 
loon faw through the artifice : upon which he carried 
it immediately to the council to complain about it ; 
and the lords of which it was compofed, afhamed of 
fuch a feries of frauds, took upon themfelves to draw 
it up, which the grand matter, after what had patted, 
durft not refufe to fet his hand to. 


That 
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That lord, after thanking the king for all the 
marks of kindnefs with which he had been pleafed to 
honour him, added thefe very words, as M.de Thou, 
a famous hiftorian, who was alive at that time, relates: 

({ As to what your majefly defires ol me, I, in order 
u to fatisfy your will and command, declare, that d’A- 
u ramon arriving here on the firft day of Auguft, 
u with two gallies and a brigantine, and having been 
6e received according to his quality, lhewed us the or- 
Cs dir you had given him at his letting out for Con- 
“ dantinople, to vilit us in his paffage, and to allure 
“ us of your diipofition to lerve us ; whereupon we 
i( defired him to go over into Africa, and endeavour 
“ to dilTuade the balha from laying fiege to Tripoli,. 
u if he had not already invelted it ; or that in cafe he 
u fhould find it a&ually befieged, to make ufe of your 
iC majefty’s glorious name, and his own credit, to en- 
(( g a g e him toraife the liege ; that d’Aramon chearfully 
(£ embraced this occalion of doing fervice to the order; 
u but that the Turkifh general having been deaf to all 
“ his intreaties, he returned hither, without being 
u able to prevail in any one article ; that he declared 
(i publicly before the council of our order, how high* 
u ly he was concerned for the lofs of Tripoli ; alfir* 
iL ing us withal, that he had omitted nothing in his 
ic power that might contribute to the giving us the 
u fatisfa&ion we defired of him, as having your mu- 
ic jefty’s exprefs commands to that purpoie. Moreo* 
u ver we, in order that the whole world may be ac* 
** quainted wi h the true fource of this misfortune, 
u have caufed informations to be taken 011 all (ides ; 

and, after the llri&efl: enquiry that could polTtbly be 
6i made in this affair, we have not difeovered any thing 
(( that could any way induce us to believe that d'A- 
u ramon ever contributed in the lead, or ufed any fo- 
iC licirations whaifoever for the furrender of the place; 
<( lo far from, that, our knights, who had been made 
6< priloners at that time, informed us on their, return, 
“ that he was not only clear of all manner of blame, 
i$ hut had moreover obliged our order by an infinite 
Qz “ number 
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‘ f number of good offices : the report therefore, which 
iC has been rumoured up and down to the contrary, is 
<{ very unjuft, and againft all manner of reafon, &c.” 

“ This letter, a copy whereof is in my cuftody, 
u ('ays M. de Thou, at the end of his fevenih book,) 
“ was afterwards lent by the king to all his embafta- 
u dors, in order for its being publifhed in the courts 
“ of the leveral. princes where they redded.” By this 
means they put a flop to the ill reports which the im- 
perialifts had ipread abroad, fo very prejudicial to the 
honour and reputation of the French. The whole na- 
tion owed this fignal piece of fervice to Vdlegagnon s 
zeal and add refs ; and as this knight was no lels maf- 
ter of his pen than he was of hisfword, he publilhed 
an excellent memorial at Malta, which he diiperfed 
over all Europe, and which is ftill preferved ; by which 
it is maniftft, that the grand mafter, from a principle 
of avarice, and an invincible obftinacy, bad diverted 
the fuccours, which might poffibly have faved Tripoli, 
another way. 

As for my own part, however, without pretendmg 
to /peak in a decifive manner in fo nice an affair, I 
cannot think but that the treachery of the renegado of 
Provence, who diicovered the weakeft places in Tri- 
poli to the Turks ; the rebellion of the foldiers ; the 
great fear the two Spanifh knights were inland their 
intelligence with the mutineers ; and, in a word, the 
governor’s too eafy credulity, and the grand mafter’s 
pofitivenefs againft putting any fuccours into the place, 
were the cauie of their hafty capitulation, as well as 
the realon why the btfieged, before their taking fuch a 
ftep, did not, like their predeceftors, hold out till fuch 
time as they fhould be reduced to a greater extremity. 
The n a:fhil paid Efficiently afterwards for his impru- 
dence in going out of his fortress, by the long impri- 
fonment he luffered : but the grand mafter, who, as we 
have already ob'erved, cauled the other impeached 
knights to be arrefted, for no other reafon but becaufe 
he could not feparate their catife from his, got them 
paidoned as loon as poffible : and, as in all kinds of 

govern- 
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government whatever, that man who has the diipo.al 
of* the preferments and dignities is generally mailer 
at the iame time of* the votes, d’Omedes had intereft 
enough to engage moft of the great crofFes who com* 
poled the council, to content to iheir being .et a. li- 
berty. 

At the very time when the order was in the greatefl 
confufion from theie domeftic broils, Leo Sirozzi Prior 
cfCapua, havingcpmtecl.he poll of genet al of the gallies 
of France, liom a letentmem he ei.te.taincd agahdl the 
fhft nvndter of that tiown, pieientcd himself bcto.e 
the haibour of MaLa, and lent to ask the g<and mai- 
ter leave to enter into it. But that jrmce, who was 
jealous of eveiy th‘ng that came fioin France, was 
hajfh enough 10 refu.e it him ; and, either from ihe 
apireher.fions he was under or the prior’s inclination 
to favour the marfhar’s party, or el e out of zeal for 
the empeior s iiiterells, and his owu relentment for 
Sirozzi’s having but a little wh'le before carried two 
gailies and teve.al mei chant (hips out of the road of 
Barcelona, he lent him woid that he would give or- 
ders for his being fired at in cate he did not retire, im- 
media ely. An anfvver in Juch violent and menacing 
terms -and fo very unuiual in a republic, deprived the 
prior of any place of refuge in all Chiiftcndom, and 
of any other aiyl.im but the .ea and two galPcs ; to that 
in ca e he ftiould be purfued bv any body or cor ui s 
who were ftronger than himtelf, or Ihould be caught 
in a dorm, he could not pur imo any of the emperor’s 
ports, without being in danger of being arretted ; nor 
could promt .e him.clfany greater lecurky in thoe of 
the duke of Florence, who was a mortal enemy to all 
the Snozzi. He would not ha</e met with a better re- 
ce, tion in the harbour of Genoa, where Doria, the 
emperor’s admiral, commanded, a genet al over whom 
the prior had gamed ieveral advantages during the time 
he commanded the gailies of France j a kind of af. 
fi on , which a man would be very glad, if poifible, to 
conceal non him, elf, but wlvch he Icarce ever for- 
gets, or is e,vev brought to forgive. There was no 
0*3 other 
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other afylum left for the prior, but the ports of France, 
a kingdom which he had ferved with fidelity as well as 
fucceis Yet here he would have been lels lafe than in 
any o her part of Europe. Envy, that infeparable at- 
tendant upon glory, had drawn upon him the enmity 
of the whole family of Montmorency : the conftable, 
who was both prime minifter and favourite to Henry 
II. had found means to render him fufpe&ed to that 
monarch ; and, at his return to Marfeillesfrom the ex- 
pedition of Barcelona, he had (ecret notice given him 
of a defign they had to arrell him, and moreover, that 
it was expected Francis de Montmorency, the confta- 
ble s eldeft fon, would fuceeed him in the command 
of the gallies 

The prior therefore, in order to prevent this ill 
treatment, went on board his own galley ; and being 
followed by that of his brother, goc by dint of rowing 
over the chain of the harbour, and made his way to 
the open iea ; when finding him/elf lafe, he fent back 
his ftandai d of general to the king, together with a let- 
ter which M. de Thou has tranfmitted to us, the pur- 
port of which is as follows : That as he was not born 
his fubjedl, he had not engaged in his fervice from any 
other motive but the defne of acquiring glory; but 
that now he had no other way left, either to prderve 
his honour or his life, which was threat ned, but to 
abandon France, and to withdraw out of the reach of 
the ill defigns of his enemies, who, not finding any 
more effectual way to hinder his fhowing his innocence, 
and at the fame time to prevent his j. ftifkation, had 
refolved to have him . iTalfinated. “ 1 therefore bdeech 
“ your majefty, faid he, from your wonted goodnefs, 
€i to pardon me for having left your dominions without 
(f your leave; and I dare flatter myfelf fo far as to hope, 
fi that you may probably one day regret me, when the 
“ events of war lhallgive yoj occafion to compare my 
a fervices with the exploits of thole who are going to 
u limply my place.” 

He wrote afterwards to the fame dfedl*, to the two 
feigniors de Strozzi, his brothers ; by which he told 

them. 
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them, that he was ready to give rhe king fatisfa&ion 
as to his conduct ; and, in o,der not to prejudice their 
fortune, he promiied never to engage in any meaiures 
againft France, 4 * My reiolution, lays he, being to 
“ make war upon the infidels, for the lervice of my 
(t order.” This was the occafion which had brought 
him to Malta ; when being obliged to quit that coatt 
by the grand matter's unjutt orders, and though he had 
no ammunition or provihons, but about twenty quin- 
tals of bisket, which a knight, a great crols, and his 
particular friend, had furnilhed him with privately^ 
without the knowledge of d’Omedes, he ftood out to 
fea, and tailed for the Levant in company with the 
commander de Martines, a iSavarrde knight, who was 
refolved never to abandon him. The prior landed 
afterwards in one of the ports of Sicily ; and as that 
commander was the emperor’s fubjed, and was per- 
fonally known to that prince , he lent him to his court, 
to reprefent to him, that he had quitted the lervice of 
France, and was adlually going to make war upon the 
Turks and infidels, his majetty’s enemies, and there- 
fore hoped he would give him leave to put into his 
ports, and there bring whatever prizes he might take. 
Upon this he continued his courle, without fleering 
diiedly for any place; when his provifions afterwards 
falling fhort, he leizedonall luch as he could meet with, 
without dittintttion, from all Chrittian vettels that came 
in his way, not excepting even thole of his own order, 
always proteftmg that nothing but necefiity could have 
forced him to do it. He kept an e\a<tt account of every 
thing he had taken, promilingto indemnify the own- 
ers for it one day or other, and ttiling himfelf The 
friend of God alone. He ci uiltd up and down the medi- 
terranean during a whole lummer together, during 
which time he took fuch confidcr^ble prize > from the 
infidels, that he, at his reiui 11, found him el ’ matter of 
an hundred thouland crowns. As he was failing along 
thecoatt of Calabria, he met the commander de Mar- 
tines, who had piocured him a very am r le iafe-condu<tt 
from the emperor ; and that prince, who was an ex- 
cellent 
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cellent judge of merit, and had an admirable talent at 
bringing ewer the generals of his enemies to Ivs fervice, 
had empowered the comma *der to offer his friend an 
annual petition of i 2000 crowns, whh the command 
of twelve gallies, and a pro mile of the poll of admiral 
after the death of Dona. The prior, who Hood in 
the utinofl neceffity of that prince s protedion, either 
fiorna view of flickering himielf in his ports, or in 
order to return back into Alaha, did not abtolutely de- 
cline the offer; but as he had aheady promoted his bro- 
thers, who were ffll devoted to the interefls of Prance, 
never to bear arms againft that nation, he ipun out the 
negotiation of Marlines. Mean time the viceroy of Sici- 
ly, on advice that his mafler was defirous of engaging 
the prior in his iervice, gave orders that he fhould be 
admitted, together with his gallies, into all the ports 
of that ifland, and did not, for his own part, omit 
either prefents, or any of tho.c blaudiih.nencs which 
courtiers know (o well how to em f loy, whenever they 
are to bring about any of their mailer’s defigus. fhe 
prior was equally pol’ue, but told him, 4 * Tnat he could 
not enter into any engagement till fuch time as he 
ic had conferred wit hi he grand mailer and council ofthe 
(< 01 der about it. ’ He therefore, under practice of -on tid- 
ing how they flood aifeded, lent one of his officers 
thither, with directions to acq amt his bell friends wi h 
bis happy return : he lent alio at the tame time, and 
by the lame officer, a fine ornament defigned for the 
altar of St. Mary de Philermo, which he had got made 
ai Medina ; and as an indeed reproach on the giand 
rnafler for his hard ufage, he had cauled the.e words 
of St John to be embroidered on it ; He came unto 
his own, and his own received him not. 

Aft.fr he had thus given proofs of his devotion, he 
gave others of his probiiy ; and as nothing but the mod 
urgent nectflhy could ever have forced him to ieize 
on die provitions of Chrifl'an veffcls, he caufed pro- 
clamation to be made by found of trumpet in all the 
fea port towns of the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, 
whereby he declared that he had depofited a confider- 

able 
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able fum at Medina, for the Payment of all fuch per* 
fons as he had been forced to plunder of their pro vi li- 
ons and ammunition, whilft he was cruifing up and 
down. He would needs pay them both the interell 
and principal ; which was executed with fo much ex* 
a&nefs, that he gained no lels reputation for his equity 
and difintercdednefs, than he had before done for his 
skill in the arts of war: two qualifications, which though 
they mull be united in order to the forming a great 
man, are yet very rarely found to center in one and 
the fame perfon. 

The grand mader hearing of the prior’s return, and 
being informed of the emperor’s views, he, in order to 
bring them about, and force the prior to engage in his 
fervice, declared openly, that he continued dill in the 
fame lentiments, and therefore was refolved not to 
receive him into Malta. But Sirozzi ’s fiends, who 
were fome of the mod confiderable men in the order, 
fent him word, that d’Omedes fhouldnot have it in his 
power to refufe him entrance into the port a lecond 
time. Upon their letters, he immediately goes afhore, 
arrives at Malta, gets into a skiff, and lands without 
giving the grand mader any previous notice of his re- 
turn : when a great number of knights, who admired 
his valour, came in a body to meet him. Thus at- 
tended, he goes up to the palace, falutes the grand ma- 
der with that noble affurance which virtue inlpiies, 
tho’ dill with the refpedt that was due to. his dignity ; 
when he tells him, that having advice that the Turks 
threatned the ifland with a new invafion, he was come 
to offer him his lervice, and to jo'n as he was oblig- 
ed by his profuflion, with his brother knights, in the 
common defence of the otder. The grand under dif- 
fembled his turprife, and the fecret unealineis he felt at 
his arrival D’Omedes was at that time at variance 
with the council, who complained that he, from a 
fcandalous principle of avarice, had on one presence 
or other, got all the edates of the orde. into his hands. 
He thought that the pretence of b illt drious a knight 
as the prior of Capua, might drengthen the paity of 

the 
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the malecontents : but as his di/pofition and con- 
duct was wholly regulated by that of the imperial 
court, and being fenlible that the emperor was defirous 
of getting the prior into his fervice. he received him in 
an amicable manner, and treated him with great de- 
monflrations of kindnefs. He moreover defired him, 
after he had repoled hi in fe If a while, to vifit all the 
ifland, and gave him the charge to examine all 
fuch places as flood in need of being fortified ; Bom* 
bod grand bailiff of Germany, the commander Lewis 
de Lallic the marfhaPs lieutenant, and Peter Parado a 
Spanifh engineer, being joined with him in this com- 
miffion. 

These three commiflioners, after having travelled 
over the whole ifland, and carefully obferved all its 
various fltuations, made their report to the council, 
whereby they reprefented, notwithftanding that the 
town, which was the relidence of the convent, was 
fortified by the Caftle of St. Angelo, it yet was over* 
looked and commanded by mount St. Julian, a flip of 
land that jutted out into the fea ; that it would be ne- 
ceflary to fortifythe town on that fide with newworks, 
and to build a fort upon that mount, in order to hin- 
der the approach of the enemy : that the port, or Marza 
Muzet, lay open, and was defencelefs, and that the 
only way to keep the enemies fleets from entring it 
would be to build a new town upon mount Sceberras, 
as being the mod difficult place of accefs in all the 
ifland ; that they would do well to transfer the con- 
vent thither one time or other, and that in the mean 
time they could not be too expeditious for the fecu- 
rity of port Muzet, in building a fort upon the point 
of that rock, in order to defend the eiv ranee. of the 
harbour : And he concluded with pi effing the grand 
mafter, and the council, to fortify all tho/e necks of 
land, which were much longer than they were broad, 
and which, by their intervals, formed a like number 
of ports, they being exactly fhaped like the fingers of 
a. man’s hand* 
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The council, after a mature examination of the re- 
port of the com mifli oners, and the lcheme which they 
propofed of the works, refolved to let about them im- 
mediately. But as the order wanted a fufficient fund 
to carry on fo many different works at the fame time, 
and that the very building of a new town would have 
drained their treafury ; all they could do, was only 
to fortify the town with new baftionson that fide where 
it was overlooked ; to add flanks and calemates to it ; 
to fink and widen the ditch lo as let in the fea-water ; 
and, till fucli time as they might be able to build a 
new town upon mount Sceberras, they agreed, confi- 
dering the importance of that poft, to begin with 
building a cattle there, with four little battions or bul- 
warks, and to place them in fuch a manner that they 
might ferve at the fame time for the defence of the 
city, which they defigned one day to build in that very 
place. 

After the councilhad thus refolved onthefe feveral 
works, the three commiffioners divided the dire&ion 
thereof among them. The grand bailiff took upon 
liimfelf the direction of the fortifications which they 
propofed to add to the town ; the prior of Capua 
undertook that of the cattle which was to be built 
on the poi nt of the rock or mount Sceberras ; and the 
commander de Laftic was pitched upon to have the di- 
rection of the other fort, which they propofed to raife 
upon mount St. Julian. 

These three commiffioners, who were infpired 
with an equal emulation, after having fent for mafons 
and workmen from Sicily, carried on their feveral 
undertakings without the leaft intermiffion. The 
peafants of the ifland were employed in digging the 
ground and carrying the materials. The knights in 
general, to pufh on the work briskly, were continual- 
ly in the work-houfes, relieving one another by turns : 

1 and all the different orders of the ftate, as well knights 
as townfmen and peafants, applied them 'elves to it 
with fo much ardour, that in lefs than fix months time, 
the town was in a condition not to ftand in fear of a 
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fiege, and the caftle of mount Sceberras was fini Hied 
and well provided with artillery. They called it the 
Fort of St. Elme, in memory of a tower of that name, 
which ferved to defend the entrance of the port of 
Rhodes ; and the other fort which was built upon 
Mount St. Julian, was called Fort St Michael . 

So great was the diligence ufed in the carrying on 
of theie works, that we are indifpenfibly obliged to 
do juftice in this place to the generous difintereftednels 
of all the knights of that time, both of luch as were 
a£tua ly in the convent at Malta as of tho'e of the com- 
manders who were at a diftance from it. All of thefe, 
agreeable to their vows, and from a noble contempt 
of felf-intereft, brought their money and plate to the 
ireafury ; and the private knights, who had nothing 
they could call their own but their gold chain, a kind 
of ornament which they wore at that time, gave them 
with pleafure to contribute to the payment of the work- 
men: an example which has been imitated in our days, 
when, upon the report of a mighty armament, which, 
as was given out, the Turks intended to employ againft 
Malta, leveral knights, without waiting for a fum- 
mons, immediately tranfported their perfons and fortunes 
thither ; and i'ome who were old and infirm lent all 
their effects beforehand, with their plate, which they 
had converted into fpecie. 

It would be impofiible to exprels the joy and fa- 
tisfa&ion which the whole body of the knights, as 
well as the inhabitants of Malta, broke out at the fight 
of thefe forts ; which, by the diligence of the directors, 
(eemed as it were by a kind of miracle to have fprung 
out of the earth, and to fecure the whole ifland from 
the incurfions of the infidels. The grand maftcr and 
council were highly extolled on this account; but the 
finceier and better part of ihe elogiums redounded to 
the honour of the three commilfioners, and particular- 
ly to the prior of Capua, who by his skill in fortifica- 
tion, and by his zeal and continual application, bad built 
a fort which defended the port Muzet, and which de- 
jfcrved to be confidered as the principal key of Malta. 

In 
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In -the warmth of thofe (entiments of efteem and grati- 
tude, which all the convent expreffed for this illuftri- 
ous prior, feveral of the chief knights of the order de- 
clared that there was now nothing wanting for their 
(ecurity but only to fee him their grand mafter : and 
as d’Omedes was very old, all their wifhes declared al- 
ready in his favour. 

The grand mafter could not hear thefe reports 
witliout a fecret vexation; and as if the very fight of 
his fucceffor would have contributed to the fhortning 
of his days, he, under pretence of interefting him- 
felf in making the prior’s fortune, endeavoured, by 
all manner of artifices, to remove him from his pre- 
fence, and fend him from Malta. Inpurfuance of which 
he preffed him, in the warmeft manner, to enter into 
the emperor’s fervice ; but the prior, who, next to the 
houfe of Medicis, hated no body fo much as he did 
Charles V. their protestor, told the grand mafter, in 
plain terms, that he could never fo much as think of 
fighting againft France, and againft a king to whom 
he had formerly plighted his faith ; and that no hopes 
of advancing his fortune fhould ever make him engage 
in what he conceived was contrary to his honour, what- 
ever refentments he might juftly entertain againft the 
minifters of France. 

D’Omedes finding he was refolved not to leave 
Malta, and not being able to endure him there, he, 
in order to fend him from thence, and get rid of him 
on another pretence, propofed to him the undertaking 
of an expedition upon the coaft of Barbary, and the put- 
ting of him at the head of an enterprife which he had 
foimed upon Zoara. This city, known formerly by 
the name of PofTidono, and (eated in the province of 
Tripoli, lies thirteen miles eaft of the ifle of Zerbi or 
Gelves Its good harbour had drawn thither, at that 
time, a great concourfe of merchants of different nati- 
ons ; and this great commerce had greatly enriched its 
inhabitants. Some Moors who were (laves at Malta, 
had told the grand mafter, in hopes of recovering their 
liberty, that ‘the place was not fortified on the land- 
Vol. 1V. R fide; 
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fide; that under cover of a kind of foreft of palm-trees, 
which ran almott to the very edge of the ditch, they 
might advance up to it without being difeovered ; and 
that as the inhabitants kept no guard on that fide, 
they might eafily be furprifed, and the city taken be* 
fore they could have time to recover themfelves. 

The grand matter offered the prior a fuflicient num- 
ber of knight and foldiers for the enterprife, andthefe 
Haves for his guides. Strozzi, who was not out of 
hopes of railing himfelf to the grand mafterfhip, readi- 
ly accepted of an employment which gave him an op- 
portunity of fignalizing himfelf in the fight of his 
brethren of the order. Upon this he immediately 
fitted out his gallies, and fome brigantines that were 
his own, putting 1200 men on board of them, among 
which were upwards of*; 00 of the braveft knights of 
the convent, who were all eager to fight under the 
eye of a general who w r as fo excellent a judge of va- 
lour. 

This little fleet fet fail from the port of Malta on 
the fixth of Auguft, and arrived off the coaft of Barbary 
on the fourteenth in the evening. By a miftake of the 
pilots, they landed much farther off than they propofed 
to do, at a place wdiich was at lead twelve miles di- 
ftance from Zoara, and they were forced to march all 
night long over the lands, and through fome groves of 
palm-trees, with which that part of the country was 
covered. The general, before he began his march, di- 
vided his troops into three battalions. The command- 
er de Guimeran,an old knight whom we have already 
mentioned, led the firft, being preceded by the che- 
valier de Strozzi the prior’s nephew, whom his uncle 
had put at the head of fome young knights, who made 
a kind of forlorn-hope in this expedition. The main 
body of knights followed at fome di fiance, and was 
commanded by the chevalier Pari fot de laValette, lieu- 
tenant-general. The march was clofed by fome com- 
panies of infantry, which the chevaliers de Rangif> 
de Bisbale, and de la Benante had levied in Italy for 
thefervice of the order. The prior had refervedto him- 
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felf the principal command of thefe troops, as being the 
mod numerous body, out of which he, for that reafon, 
might draw detachments, and (end them to thefuccourof 
the twofird battalions, as there might be cccafion. The 
army marched forward in this order; and fome Maltefe 
in a Moorifh drefs, who (poke the language of the 
country, went a mile or two before the red, and ad- 
vanced up into the couutry, in order to fee how things 
flood, and whether the enterprife was not diicovered 
Every thing appeared very quiet ; but as they drew 
near Zoara, they perceived upon, the left, fome fires in 
a kind of camp filed with tents and pavilions, the fol- 
diers of which (eemed to be fad afleep, and without 
any fentinels ; upon which they immediately defi- 
ed the general to give them leave to go and view them, 
and afterwards attack them. But as *twas thought, as 
indeed it was very likely, that they were a troop of 
thofe Arabs, who live generally in camp, and mod of 
them naked and forrily armed, fo that there was very 
little to begot by them; and as theylikewiie conffiler- 
ed, that it would beimpoffible to attack them fo near 
Zoara, without giving an alarm.and awaking all its in- 
habitants ; it was therefore unanimoufly re(olved, that 
they fliould defer the attacking of thole troops till fuch 
time as they had taken Zoara ; and for their better 
fuccefs in that point, the general ordeied his principal 
officers and captains to march, as foon as they ffiotild 
be got within the town, diretftly forward to the great 
fquare, where all the (Ireets met ; where they fhou ! d 
fortify themfelves, and not differ the loldiers to run up 
and down to plunder, till they fhould be mailers of all 
thele pods, where the inhabitants might be able to in- 
trench themfelves ; and ;o compemate in lotne meafjre 
for iuch a di. agreeable, but necelfary redraint, he pro- 
miied them two crowns for every Moor’s head they 
fliould bring him. 

Affairs being fettled in this manner, the army, 
notwithdanding the darkncls of the night, which was 
not yet (pent, advanced in good order, with great {4- 
lence, and found the town buried in a much g'*ea.er, 
R 2 it 
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it not having fo much as a (ingle fentinel, much lefs a 
guard-houle, and its gates (landing wide open. The 
Chriflians entered it without oppofition ; and, leaving 
fome companies without to fecure the entrance, and 
facilitate the going out, they marched to the great 
fquare, drew up in battle-array, and awaked the inha- 
bitants with the found of their drums and trumpets. 
The foldiers were no longer to be kept in order. They 
difperfe themfelves up and down the flreets, break 
open the houfes, kill all thole who offer ro make re- 
finance, take priloners all fuch as are unarmed, and 
with (word in hand force the trembling townfmen to 
deliver their money. Thele mercilefs foldiers, in order 
to make a profit of fuch as had none, bind them, in or- 
der to fell them for flaves ; and, without any diftindti- 
on of age, lex or condition, force the old men, the 
women and children, with blows, to march down to 
the fea-fide, to put them on board the gallics of the 
order: a wretched way of making reprifals, but which, 
at the fame time is very neceffary to repre/s the cruelty 
of the infidels, and teach them to treat the Chriflians 
better on the like occafions. 

They had by this time got together in the great 
fquare about 1500 of thele perfons, who were be- 
wailing their misfortune with tears, when luckily for 
them there arrived fuccours, which broke their chains, 
before they had felt all the weight of them. The com- 
mander de laValette had been commiffioned to put 
them on board; when a Moor of the town, called Aly 
Benjiora, hearing his name mentioned, ran to him 
with eagernefs, and, after having made him call to 
mind that he had (erved under him in Tripoli, “ Do 
tc you know, Sir, fays he, whifpering to him, that 
t€ you are going to be attacked and cut in pieces l* 
When, to convince him of the danger he was in, he 
told him, that what the Chriftian general, in his way 
to Zoara, had taken for a flying camp of Arabs, was 
a body of 4000 Turkifh cavalry, all old foldiers, and 
excellent arquebufiers, commanded by Morat Aga go- 
vernor of Tripoli, who, going by orders from the 
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porte, to the illand ofGelves, and having been over- 
taken by the night, had encamped in the place wheie 
they had discovered him ; that tome of the inhabitants, 
who had made their efcape from the Chriftians, were 
gone to implore his iuccour, and that he hadpromifed 
them to be at the gates of Zoara by break of day ; and 
therefore, continued he, ’tis your general’s bufineis 
to take proper meafures in order to prevent his being 
liirpriled. 

The commander rewarded the Moor for his intel- 
ligence, and ran to give the prior an account of it : 
upon which, the general, in Older to call his foldiers 
about him, ordered immedia ely a retreat to be founds 
ed ; but the noke and tumult which always attends 
the facktng of a town, the cries of the women and 
maidens whom they tore away all tiembling from the 
arms of their husbands, or the boiouas of their mothers 5 
all this, I fay, prevented their hearing the fignal of 
retreat : though after all ’tis, probable enough, that 
the foldiers, in their t hi 1 (t of plunder, might only pre- 
tend they had not heard it, as not caring to dclift from 
fo agreeable an employment. 

In the mean time, Morat fancying he (hould find 
the Chriftians diiperied up and down in the feveral 
quarters of the place, arrives at the gates, which the 
Maltele had quitted, in order to have their (hare ia 
the plunder. U on this, he enters with the lame fa- 
cility that the Chriftians had done, falls upotvluch as 
he Gnds in his way, kills everal of them, and lpreads 
a general con ftei nation among the Chrift’ans ; fo that 
the general of the order could fcarce tind a lufficient 
number to make head againft the infidels. At length 
day-light appears, and by that means affords the 
knights a ddEndt view of the enemy and of their own 
danger. Then indeed they give over plundering. 
They all endeavour to rally themlelves under the flancl- 
ard of the o der ; they all croud together as welt as 
they can which however they do but in platoons, 
and as the place they were in would a low them. 
Each knight, without waiting for hisgenerads orders, 
R 3 makes 
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makes ufe of thofe only which his courage infpires ; 
the engagment becomes general, and both armies are 
mixed together in combat. The Moors join ihemlelves 
to the Turks their deliverers. Moft of the priloners, 
during this diforder and confufion, make their eicape; 
fo that la Valettc, who had the charge of them, could 
put no moie than about 200 on board. The knights, 
though divided from one another, and prefled by the 
Superior number of the enemy, (till make head where - 
ever they meet them. Some, fortified by the (nuadon 
of the pods they were in, pretend to maintain them- 
felves in their conqued ; others think of nothing but 
getting to the fea, and retiring on board their gallies : 
Among whom, the chevaliers Sforza, and young Strozzi, 
together with levera l knights of great merit, fought to 
the lad drop of their blood, rather than they would 
yield ; and the infidels would not have had the plealure 
to iee any of the knights made their pi ifoners, had not 
they, after the battle was ended, found the chevaliers 
de Chabiillan, Marfilly and Bracamont lying in the 
field of battle among the dain, though indeed they 
had only fainted away, who were afterwards ranlom- 
ed. 

In the mean time, whild the engagement was dill 
carrying on, the prior, who was advancing with an- 
other body towards the fea-fide, having notice of the 
danger his nephew was in, turns back, and advances 
to his relief: but he found, at his arrival, that fate 
had put it out of his power. The natural defire of re- 
venging his death, and the hopes which the Turks on 
the other dde had of defeating this fecond body, and 
thereby gaining a complete victory, brings on another I 
engagement. Both fides return to the combat with re- ( 
cruited fury, and behave with inexpreflible bravery. 
The Chrid'ans and the Turks, in (pi red with the moft 
obdinate hatred againd each other, neither give nor 
take quarter : they all fight and clofe together ; every 
one grapples with the enemy he meets, and of a gene- 
ral engagement make as many particular duels as 
there are Ibldiers in each party. JBut at length the 
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Turks finding themfelves too warmly attacked by the 
knights, clap tpurs to their hories, arid retire at a dif- 
tancefrom that formidable battalion. Here they chaige 
their muskets again, return in good order to lire in lIic 
very faces of their enemy ; and the prior, who was 
at the head of his troop, is dilabled by a musket ball 
that lodged in his thigh. Immediately the Turks 
advance forward to dilpatch him, but the furviving 
knights and loldiers make a rampart for him with their 
bodies. The commander Copier, Tolon de St. Jaille, 
and Soto-major, are killed in repulling the infidels. 
’Tis very probable that they would have found it a 
very difficult matter, in the condition they were in, to 
relcue the prior from the fury of the Barbarians, had it 
not been fora knight of Majorca, Toreillas by name, 
who being of an extraordinary ftature, andofalur- 
priling llrtngth of body, took his general in his arms, 
carried him Bill from the front of the battalion into the 
center, and fiom thence made his way*, with equal fa- 
tigue and danger, through a Ihower of musket (hot, 
which was continually levelled at him, to the lea- 
fide. 

Here this generous knight, loaded with a burden 
that was mote honourable than it was troublelome, met 
with new dangeis The 'ea was low in this place, aud 
fome banks of land, which are very frequently met 
with along this coaft hindered the fmalieft lhallops 
from coming to the lhore. Toreillas however goes 
into the 'ea up to his waift, and whh infinite difficul- 
ty goes fiom lock to rock, and from fhelfto fhelf, till 
at lad he comes to deeper waLer, where the long boat 
of the admiral galley came to his aflidance, and took 
him in together with the prior. 

'Tis probable, that in any other body but that of 
Malta, the retreat of a wounded general woufd have 
damped the courage of the loldiers : but the knights, 
who being all of them, if 1 may be allowed the expref- 
(ion, born generals, and animated with the lame cou- 
rage, were luiceptible of no other paffion but that of 
joy. W hen they found their general was fafe, indiffe- 
rent 
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rent as to their own fate, all the concern they had now 
left was for the (landard of the order, which the che- 
valier Caffiere carried, to prevent its falling into the 
hands of the infidels. 

The prior being fa fe, they now confidered what 
meafures they (hould take; and they agreed to keep 
always in a body, and make a kind of a running fight, 
till fuch time as they fhould get to the lea fide ; for 
which purpofe, they begin their retreat, being purifi- 
ed all the way by the Turks who, knowing that the 
fhallops could not come near the lliore, expe&ed to 
kill all fuch as fhould lag behind, as well as thofe 
who, being got to the fea, were Hill within the reach 
of their arms. 

During this march, which was frequently inter- 
rupted, the Chriftians, as they drew near the lea, met 
wiih a rock on the point of a narrow pals, which they 
immediately feized upon, in order that they mighi have 
time to take breath. They, from this place, had a full 
view of the gallies and the lhallops that attended them: 
but the bufinels was how to get to them. LaCafiierc, 
who would have lacrificed a thouland lives, rather than 
hazard the flandard of the order, repreiented to the 
oldeft knights, that in tale the army kept together in a 
body by the lea fide, the infidels, who followed dole 
at their heels, would fall upon them with more fury i 
than ever ; that whilft fome fhould be endeavouring I 
to lave themlelves in the water, oihers would be en- 
gaged with the enemy; and that in fuch a diibrder and 
confufion, they would be in danger of lolingthe (fand- 
ard of St John; lb that in order to prevent a di grace 
of that nature, it would be proper for the knigbis a- 
lone to flay behind to gua'd it, and make head in the 
pais 10 (top the impetuofity of the Turks ; during 
which the wounded, and the reft of the foldiers, fhould 
file off imenfioly, and get, one after another, on boaid 
the gallies and vcfiels of the order; and that when 
they once fhould have got rid of that troubleiome mul- 
titude. it wou d not be impolfible for a fmall number 
of knights, who moft of then} could fwina, to dilperle 

them- 


201 


John d’Omedes Grand Mafisr, 

themfelves, ai d by that means efeape, one after ano- 
ther, the obftinate purfuit of the infidels. 

The propofal was very much approved of, efpecial- 
ly by the foldiers, who were the firll to reap the bene- 
fit of it j and la Calfiere, pointing to the longboats and 
fhallops that lay at no great diftance, cried out, u Save 
“ yourfelves, my friends, and provide for your own fe- 
Ci curity, whilft my comrades and I continue here to 
flop the purfuit of our enemies ; we may, perhaps, 
be fo fortunate as to follow at "your heels ; but in 
<6 cale we fhould be cut to pieces, the order will not 
“ fail to reward your fervices, and the fubftantiai 
<c proofs you have now given of your bravery/’ Up- 
on this the foldiers marched off, and filing, one after 
another, got to the fea fide, waded into the water, 
and went on board the veffels that waited for them. 

The rage of the Turks increafed with redoubled 
fury, when they faw that part of their prey had efeaped 
them upon which they make a frefh charge, and en- 
deavour to force the entrance of the pafs. 

But the knights, who were ever intrepid, made a 
formidable refinance with their fwords and pikes. The 
aga attacked them in vain with his cavalry ; but not be- 
ing able to make them give way, he orders his troopers 
to diiinount, and advances, fibre in hand, into the pals 
to force it. The Turks, with “their broad feimiters, 
cut the wood of the pikes in two, break the fwords of 
the knights, and flatter themfelves with the hopes of 
foon dijpatching that fmall remnant of them, whom 
they imagine to be animated only by de/pair. But 
thofe intrepid warriors, though moll of them had at 
iaft no weapons left but their daggers, grapple with 
the-Turks, flay or wound fitch as they can lay hold 
on, and make themfelves dreaded, and even admired 
by thofe Barbarians. 

The aga, perfuaded that he Ihould not carry his 
point but by the fire of his musketeers, orders his ca- 
valry to remount on horfeback. V\ hilft this was do- 
ing* Verdalle turning towards la Calfiere, cries out to 
him, “ What are you doing here • Arc we to wait til 
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t( the infidels kill us one after another, and that the 
<{ ftandard of the order, to our eternal reproach, fall 
ic into the hands of thole dogs ? Believe me, brother, 
iC we are hard by the fea fide, let us follow the ftep& 
u which our illuftrious general has marked out for us 
(i with his blood, and endeavour, after his example, 

<c to get to our gallies. The water, you know, is low, 

“ and we may all get thither if we make fomeftruggle, 

(i and afterwards throw ourfelvss into it ; and if there 
(( fhould happen to be, as they tell us there is, any* 
ct channels among the (helves of land, that are deeper 
u than ordinary, we knights that lurvive, will carry 
iC you by turns, with the ftandard of our holy order ; 
u and if any one of us can but lave it, let death come 
il afterwards whenever it fhall pleafe God.” 

The commander de la Cafliere, finding'that to be 
the only expedient they had left, refolved to make ufe 
of it ; accordingly he let out with his little troop, 
which marched a great pace, but keeping clofe toge- 
ther as ufual. When they were come near the fea, the 
knights feparated themlelves, duperled in a moment, 
and threw themlelves into the water in different places. 
La Caftiere, fupported by Verdalle, and fome other 
knights, waded into it, and with an invincible cou- 
rage, holding his banner always aloft in therr.idftot a 
ftorm of musket-lhot, made his way to the fhallops, and 
was taken on board with great fhouts and acclamations : 
but leveral knights, who faced about, and flood their 
ground on the lea-fide, in order to gain him time to 
make his retreat, dropped, and were killed by the con- 
tinual fire of the enemy. 

The order loft mod of the knights and military 
lerving brothers that were in this unfortunate expedi-^ 
tion ; and, among the moft diftinguilhed of that nutn* 
ber, hiftory has preferved us the names of Dupuy Mon- 
brun Saint Marcel, d’Avanlon, de Briangon. de Bonne, 
laRochette, la Roche Montmor, dela Motte^all of them 
defeended of the principal families of the province of 
Dauphine ; St Salpice, Puipatron, Gilbert, Brichan- 
teau, Bauvais Nangis, Hurancourt, le Pleffis Richelieu, 


de Gordes, knights of the language of France, were 
alfo killed : that of Italy loft the two Valparges, Sfor- 
za, young Strozzi, Grimaldi, and Juftiniani ; as Spain 
did Berenger, Soto-major, Perez Pachieco, Montroy, 
Touar, and Barientos, who met with the fame fate. 
We are not to omit, that the chevalier Poglieze, of the 
language of Italy, was killed by the fea fide with a 
musket ball, as he was fupporting with one hand the 
ftandard of the order which la Caftiere carried ; he was 
a knight of lingular piety, who, by his example, and 
the whole tenor of his life, made it manifeft, that a 
conftant and faithful pra&ice of the mod levere virtues 
is not any way inconfiftent with the moft diftinguiftted 
valour. 
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BOOK XII. 

T HE prior of Capua, getting his (hips together, 
let fail, and returned with the fhattered re- 
mains of his troops into the port of Malta*. His 
wounds had weakened him fo much, 
John that he was forced to be carried upon 
D’Omedes. a plank to his own houfe : he was fol- 
1552. lowed by the greateft part of his offi- 
cers, who were hardly in a better con- 
dition than their general. But though he had loft a 
confiderable number of knights, by the unavoidable 
hazards of war, in this unfortunate expedition, he yet 

did 
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did not lofe the glory which he had acquired on other 
occafions, nor the reputation of being a wife and vali- 
ant captain ; both the officers and foldiers doing him 
this juftice, that at the time he delpaired of being able 
to vanquifh the vail multitude of enemies that had fur- 
prifed and furrounded him, they had never feen him 
give his orders with greater temper and prefence of 
mind, and, at the fame time, fight with more intrepi- 
dity and courage. Upon tefli monies fo very honour- 
able, and (ealed, as it were, with his blood, he was rc- 
chofen general of the gallies. As the (e a was his ele- 
ment, he had not patience to wait till his wounds 
were quite clofed, but let fail again, and /pent all the 
fummer in fcouring the Mediterranean up to the very 
mouth of the Nile. 

He was the terror of thofe Teas; every fhip fled his 
prefence, and the bravefl corfairs took all the care they 
could to avoid him. This, however, was very often 
ineffectual, many of them being taken and made 
Haves ; whole fleets of merchants, notwithflanding 
their convoys, falling into his hands. He carried his 
prizes into the ports of the order, bringing thither at 
the fame time, plenty, luxury, and pleafures. 

Whilst they were taken up at Malta in celebrat- 
ing his return with rejoicings, which always attend on 
good fuccefs, there arrived news of a different nature, 
of great importance to the order, and to the Englifh 
knights in particular. A fhip of that nation, captain 
Ho inadan commander, came into -the harbour. That 
officer had the character of envoy of the queen of Eng- 
land, and in that quality was admitted to an audience 
of the grand matter, to whom he prefented a letter 
from her majetty, in which {he told him, that God 
having placed her on the throne of her anceftors, flie 
had reiolved, for the dilcharge of her confidence, "to re- 
fiore all the commandries and eftates, which king 
Henry VIII. her father, and Edward VI. her brother, 
had unjuttly taken from the order ; and fhe conclud- 
ed her letter with defiring him and the council to fend 
immediately 1‘ome of the knights to London, with 
Vgl. 1V. S ample 
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ample powers, to take podeffion of all the comman- 
dries and places that had belonged to their order. 

This furprizing news occafioned great rejoicings at 
Malta, efpecially among the Englifh knights, who con- 
fidered that happy revolution as an earned of the re- 
edablifhment of the true religion in their country. But 
in a nation lo je lous of its liberty, fuch a reftitution 
of church lands was not brought about without great 
difficulties. For the better underdanding of fo impor- 
tant an affair, we mud recollect what was laid in the 
tenth book, about the unreafonable motives that had 
engaged Henry VIII. to ufurp the lands of the mona- 
deries and commandries within his dominions. And 
perhaps it may not be improper, in order to the fetting 
of this point of hidory in its full light, to give here a 
fhort account of the lad actions of that prince, and alio 
of the feveraltranfadtions that happened in England after 
his death, during the ffiort reign of young Edward his 
Ion, and the beginning of that of queen Mary, his eld- 
ed daughter. Henry, finding his end drawing near, 
fettled the order of lucceflion to his crown, which, by 
reafon of his various marriages, had been changed fe- 
veral times; he, fince his reparation from Catharine of 
Arragonhis fird wife, having married five other wo- 
men, mod of whom he had either put to death, or rid 
liimfelfof them by an arbitrary divorce. 

As thisfucceffive polygamy might caufe didurbances 
in the kingdom after his death, and occafion civil wars 
between his children, the parliament, the living and 
fupreme law of that nation, gave him power to fettle 
the fucceffion of the crown as he fhould fee fitting. 
Henry, by virtue of this a6t, had, lome time before his 
death, declared his Ion prince Edward, who was hard- 1 
ly nine years and a half old, and w r hom he had had 
by Jane Seymour his third wife, for his fuccefTor. He 
like ways, in order to fhew the world that he dill 
maintained the invalidity of his marriage with Cathe- 
rine of Arragon, declared the princefs Mary, his elded 
daughter, a baftard ; though, before his divorce, he had 
acknowledged her as princefs of Wales, and, in that | 
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quality, preemptive heir of the crown. Princefs Eli- 
zabeth, daughter to Ann Boleyn, his fecond wife, fuc- 
ceeded to this great title after her filter, which fhe al- 
fo loft in her turn, upon her mother's execution. The 
king,i their father, to gratify his third wife, had got 
an a<ft of parliament to pals, by which they were both 
deprived of the fucceflion to the crown : but a few 
days before his death, he reftored them to their juft 
rights, and declared them his heirs, in cate prince Ed- 
ward fhould happen to die without ilTue. 

These two princefles were as oppoGte to each 
other in their characters, as they were in the different 
interefts of their birth. The eideft, brought up by a 
Spanifh mother, and delcended on her fide from the 
kings of Arragon and Caftile, was naturally proud and 
haughty: her education had made her a zealous Roman 
catholic ; fhe was naturally devout, and moreover de- 
voted to the holy fee, as her intereft required, which 
had interpoled its authority to legitimate the marriage 
of the queen her mother. 

As Elizabeth’s pretenfions were null, by the validity 
of this difpenfation, fome concealed proteftants, her 
mother’s creatures, had brought her up in a great e- 
ftrangement,and kind of contempt for the power of the 
fove reign pontiff. This was the moft elfential part of 
her religion ; inotherrefpedb, fhe was indifferent enough 
as to' tenets, of a complying ealy temper, which could 
alfume any form fhe pleated. She was haughty or oblig- 
ing, juft as limed her intereft, and, tho’ fcarce thirteen 
years old, fhe already di (covered a glimpfe of that ca- 
pacity, which became afterwards the admiration of 
Europe. The king her father unhappily ended his 
days in the ichifm which he had occafioned, and was 
no lefs an enemy to the holy lee than to the proteftants; 
and this prince, who ralhly employed himfelf in re- 
forming religion, died in a milerable uncertainty of the 
true one. 

fits death occafioned new troublesin England. The 
real catholics longed to lec an end of the Ichifm; but 
they were the weaker party. A multitude of prote- 
ftants, who had hitherto been reftrained from declar- 
S 2 ing 
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ing themfelves for fear of perfection, threw off the 
mask, and overfpread the court, the metropolis, and the 
counties of the kingdom. Several biffiops alfo declar- 
ed openly in favour of this new opinion; and, in order 
to edabliffi it on a lading foundation, they brought up 
the young king in the principles of the protelhnts. 
The prote&or, the officers of his houffiold, and his pre- 
ceptors, in their difcourles with him, treated the holied 
of our myfleries as downright idolatry. 

The prince breathed, as it were, nothing but an in- J 
fefted air : they prepofEHed and milled his rcafon, at 
an age when he could not judge clearly for himlelf : lb 
that he embraced the protedant dotftrine which they 
were continually reprefenting tohim as more agreeable 
to the goi’pel ; and he was lo unhappy as to perfid in 
it, with a confidence that ought to be infpired by truth 
only. 

The parliament made new laws to authorife this 
change : the mats was aboliffied, the images removed 
out of the churches, and the holy feriptures unfaithful- 
ly tranflated, and fo as to favour the prevailing opini- 
ons. Divine fervice was laid in the vulgar tongue ; the 
clergy were allowed to marry ; and, what the greedy 
courtier had mod at heart, fuch church -lands as were 
left, became a prey to a fet of men, all whole religion 
confided in ruining religion itfclf. 

Thus England from fchiffii was plunged into here- * 
fy. Such catholic biffiops as were left in the kingdom 
exerted themfelves in vain, in order to infpire the people 
of their dioceles with a jud horror for thele innova- 
tions. The clergy was defpifed ; the fchilin had broke 
that fo necedary union with the holy lee, the center of 
religion : not but that feveral Engliffi biffiops at that 
time were men of learning, and unblamcable in their 
lives and converlations ; but though they were againd 
thefe innovations, they yet, either from the hopes they 
had of being made biffiops, or to get other preferments, 
had been weak enough to own the pretended fupre- 
macy of Henry VIII. : befides, lornc of them, in 
fpite of their convi&ion of mind, had been fo weak 

as 
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as to write in favour of that prince’s feparation from 
the tee of Rome. In vain did they endeavour, after 
his death, to (top the progreis of the reformation : 
their zeal was imputed to them as a crime, and ex- 
pofed them to all the penalties of the a&s of parlia- 
ment. This ferved them aho for a pretence to ftrip 
them of their rich benefices: forne were deprived, 
others imprifoned, and all of them expiated by a long 
perfecution for the fault they had committed, in having 
Separated, out of compliance to , the court, from the 
unity of the church. 

The young king's death, which happened the 6th 
of July, occafioued new revolutions in England. This 
realm was governed at that time by the duke of Nor- 
thumberland, who was regent or prime mini tier. He 
was a nobleman of vaft ambition, who, in order to 
place his Ion upon the throne in his mailer’s dead, had 
married him to lady Jane Grey, a daughter of the duke 
of Suffolk, and defcended from Mary of England, li- 
fter to Henry VIII. This nobleman, in order to bring 
this young lady nearer the throne, had, a few days 
before king Edward’s death, put him upon making a 
will to difinherit the two princeftes again, under pre- 
tence that they were born of difputed marriages. This 
wi.l, in prejudice of their rights, appointed the lady 
Jane Grey his fuccelfor to the crown ; and the great 
leal being put to it, that young lady, by virtue of this 
will, was proclaimed queen of England. But though 
Mary was known to be a very zealous roman catholic, 
yet the city of London, as well as the country, detefl- 
ing afterwards this ufurpation, declared themfelves 
with fo much warmth and zeal in her favour, that fhe 
became in a few days, without any batile or blood- 
Ihed, miftrdsofthe kingdom, and had the perforrs of 
her enemies in her power. 

' Providence having thus led her, as it were, by 
the hand to the throne, file thought that fhe could not 
better fhew her gratitude than by employing her firft 
cares to the fettling of religion, and the icconciling 
her dominions to the church of Rome. For the put- 
S 3 ting 
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ting of this great defign in execution, it was necellary 
to repeal all the a<fts of former parliaments, which had 
either confirmed the divorce of Henry VIII. the reject- 
ing the pope's fupremacy, or had, after his death, em- 
ployed their authority for the eftablilhing of the re- 
formed religion. 

This enterprile was attended with great difficulties; 
moft of the biffiops, (if intruders delerve the title) the 
lords and great men of the kingdom, made an open 
profeffion of the proteftant dodtrines; and fuch as were 
not infedled with thole principles adhered neverthelels 
to the feparation from the fee of Rome, and would not 
hear the leaft mention of the reftoring the papal autho- 
rity. Under thcle difficulties, the queen’s minifters 
convinced her, that it would be impoffible for her to 
fucceed in fuch a great defign, without her being fup- 
ported by an husband that was a zealous roman catho- 
lic, and who had power and credit to go through with 
her projedls. 

There were no want of pretenders on this occafi- 
on ; feveral princes and noblemen, as well Englilh as 
foreigners, were of the number. Philip of Aultria, a 
young prince, and only fon to the emperor Charles V. 
v/as one of the candidates ; and his father’s money had 
gained him the intereft of the queen’s chief minifters. 
IVIoft of theEnglifh roman catholics wiflied the queen’s 
choice would fall upon cardinal Pool, who was only 
a deacon, or ePe upon young Courtney her coufin. 
Pool was defeended, by the mother’s lidc, from the 
duke of Clarence, brother to Edward IV. and Court- 
ney’s grandmother was daughter of the fame Edward, 
and filler to the mother of Henry VIII. 

The Engiifh cardinal was in great repute for his wif- 
dom, learning, capacity, and prudence, as well as for 
the regularity of his life. Courtney diftinguiffied him- 
felf by the charms of his perlon. The queen had a le- 
cret inclination for that young nobleman, whoinlpired 
it, without any art or delign, into thole whole hearts 
were the leall fufceptible of paffion. There was fome- 
thing lb noble in his air, and lo wonderfully graceful 
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in his carriage, that this princefs, levere as (lie was, 
could not help looking on him with a lecret pleaiure. 
His pretence alone effaced in a moment all the politi- 
cal reafonings of her minifters, who had declared in 
favour of the emperor’s (bn; and it iscertain, thatjn the 
firft emotions of a riling inclination, Ihe would have 
preferred Courtney before either Pool with all his wif- 
dom, or Philip of Auftria with all his power, if that 
young nobleman had not, by his own extravagance, 
and the irregularity of his conduct, deftroyed thele 
favourable diipolitions. He faw the queen’s weaknefs 
for him, and was bold enough to (hew her that he faw 
it, without making a return ; and inftead of being af- 
fiduous in making his court to her, he palled his time 
with common (trumpets, in an eafy and fcandalous 
courfe of debauchery. 

This diffolute way of life was fucceeded by a pafli- 
on for the princfels Eliiabeth ; he fell defperately in love 
with her, and loved her with all the flame and finceri- 
ty of a young man in his firft paffion. Several were 
of opinion, that Ihe loved him ; but whatever lenti- 
ments' that politic princels might difeover, the event 
has Ihewn, that they did not arife fo much from love 
as from ambition, which Ihe artfully managed in or- 
der to gain hertelf followers and creatures. Nor is it 
altogether improbable, but that a motive of vanity, 
which is common enough in perfons of her age, and 
the lecret pleaiure of carrying off a lover from her 
lifter, even from the throne, might have had fome 
lhare in engaging her to Ihew a greater complaifance 
to the paffion of a young nobleman, whom all the 
ladies of the court ftrove to pleale. Be that as it will, 
Courtney’s affection to the princefs foon became public, 
and he lacriliced the queen with as much imprudence as 
love. She was weak enough to refent this preference 
with a jealouly unfuitable to her age and dignity ; and 
though Ihe had no charms to pleale, and was above 
nineteen years older than her filter, yet Ihe looked 
uponCourtney’s preference as an injuftice done to her- 
fclf. 
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Anthony de Noailles refided at that time et 
the queen's court, in quality of embaffador of Henry II. 
and had fucceeded his coufiii Claude de Laval de Bois- 
Dauphin, of the family of Montmorency, in that em- 
ployment. This mini flier faw the approaches ofCourt- 
ney’s difgrace, even before he himlelf had the lead no- 
tion of it. He ufed all his endeavours to make him 
fenfible of his true intered ; but he had to do with a 
young man who was infenfible to every thing but what 
flattered his love. The flame and violence of his paf- 
fion hid from him the luflre of a crown j and in the 
midfl of the tranfports of his amorous phrenzy, he 
would have preferred the enjoyment of the prince fs 
Elizabeth before all the thrones of Chridendom. 

’Twas a matter altogether indifferent to France, 
whether the queen married either him or cardinal 
Pool : Henry II. had no manner of intered in that af- 
fair, and all his concern was to oppofe her marriage 
with the emperor’s fon. His embaffador was continual- 
ly inculcating to the Englifh nobility, that in cafe this 
match fhould take place, their kingdom would be in 
danger of being made a province of Spain ; that the 
inquifltion would be foon effablifhed, and that their 
parliaments would be quite laid afide, or at leall meet 
lefs frequently, and fink at lad into meer formality and 
ceremony. The Englifh, and particularly the pro- 
teftants, were very fenfible of all the dangers to which 
they would be expofed by this alliance. They pre- 
jfented feveral addreffes and petitions to the queen on 
this account ; and the oppofition was carried to fuch a 
length, that an infurredlion broke out in fome counties; 
but the emperor’s money, and the dexterity of the 
queen’s miniders, got the better of all thefe obdacles. 
In fine, that princels was married to Philip of Audria, 
though an important point was dill wanting to com- 
plete the emperor’s latisfadlion. He was not fatisfied 
that his fon had married the queen, but he wanted to 
have him declared king of England, and crowned as 
fuch. The ceremony of it, fo effential to the fove- 
reign authority, could pot be performed without the 

confcnt 
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content of parliament : but it was no eafy matter to 
gain over fuch a body of men, who oftentimes (hewed 
more regard to the liberty and intereft of the nation, 
than they did deference to the authority of the fove- 
reign. Thole who had fhewn the greateft averteon to 
the queen’s marriage, as well as Inch who had come in- 
to it out of complaifance, united together on this occa- 
fior, when they thought the liberty of their country 
was in danger. The French embaflad or, without ftir* 
ring from his own houle, put all the various fprings of 
this united parly in motion, and at a time when the court 
was entirely devoted to the Spanifti intereft, he found 
the (beret to bring the parliament over to that of the 
French: and it was owing to his activity and manage* 
ment, that Philip mifcarried in his delign, of getting 
the regal authority into his hands, and was 
forced to take up with being confort to a July 25* 
queen, who was much older than himfelfj 1554. 
and had nothing agreeable in her perfon. 

That princefs, however, gained confiderable advan- 
tages by this alliance : the emperor, a prince of for- 
midable power, concerning himtelf in the queen’s af- 
fairs, enabled her to put all her dc-ftgns in execution j 
fo that by confent of parliament, proteftantifm was 
abolifhed, and the roman catholic worfhip reftored. 
Pool afterwards reconciled the kingdom to the fee of 
Rome, being authoriled for that purpofe in quality of 
legate to pope Julius 111 . but not daring to inlift either 
on the doing penance for the teparation, or the making 
reftitution of the church and abbey lands, he was at 
flrft forced to wave all reft nations, and grant entire 
abfolution of faults, which it would have been dan- 
gerous to attempt to punifh. Haughty as the man- 
ner of this faiisfa&ion was, they thought fit to take up 
with it ; and the Englifh received the favours'of the 
holy tee, with an indifference that plainly (hewed the 
j generality of the nation did not defire them. 

The project of getting the church-lands out of the 
hands of the proteftants that enjoyed them, was put off 
to a more favourable jundure. The queen, by Pool’s 

advice, 
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advice, in order to fet her fubjefts an example of fitch 
a rcttitution, declared, that her confcience would not al- 
low her to keep any of them any longer in her hands; in 
confequcnce of which, fhe immediately parted with all 
the church lands that the king her father had annexed 
to the crown, and gave them back to the former pro- 
prietors. This was the occalion of captain Hofmadan's 
voyage to Malta. We may ealily conceive, that this 
news was very agreeable to the order in general, and 
to the Englifh knights in particular. The grand ma- 
iler and the council wrote about it to the queen, to 
thank her for the juftice fhe had done their order; 
end the commander de Monrferrat was lent into Eng- 
land, to carry on this great affair in concert with the 
miniflry. The order, upon his arrival, were put in 
pofTeflion of their eftates without any trouble, and the 
commander, by virtue of the authority he had receiv- 
ed from the grand matter and council, and as a tetti- 
mony of their gratitude to the queen, conferred the 
priory of St. John, and the dignity of great crofs, up- 
on Sir Richard Seeley, an Englifh gentleman, who was 
one of her greatett favourites, and had a confiderable 
(hare in this negotiation. Upon his account likewife, 
his brother Sir James Seeley got another commandry : 
that of Munigton was given to Sir Oliver Starkey, 
that they might in his perlon do honour to polite learn- 
ing, and the iciences of which he was matter ; and, at 
the emperor’s recommendation, who, ever ttnee his 
Ion’s marriage, had had a great iway in the councils 
of England, the title of bailiff del’^igle was given to 
the commander Fuller, a native of Majorca, and 
knight of the language of Arragon, whom we had 
occafion to mention in the foregoing book, in the ac- 
count we gave of the lofs of Tripoli, and the profecu- 
tion of the commander Vallier grand-marfhal of the 
order. 

The grand matter d’Omedes did not live to 
c ✓ fee this important affair entirely perfedl- ! 
' ed. He died the year before, in the begin- 
of September. He had diflinguifhed, 
hi ml elf 
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himlelf by his valour at the liege of Rhodes, was religi- 
ous, and affe&ed a great air ©f regularity and devotion, 
but was withal of an imperious and revengeful nature. 
He was covetous, and lo bent to inrich his family, that 
he almoft ruined the order by the grants he made in his 
lifetime to his relations, in contempt of the laws and 
ftatutes of the lociety. What he left behind him was 
fo very inconliderable, that leveral knights, out of in- 
dignation to lee that he had alienated his principal ef- 
fects, and difpofed of them to his nephews, propofed 
to have the care of his funeral left to them ; but the 
lords of the council rejected this propofal as unbecom- 
ing the generolity and grandeur of the order. He was 
buried, as ufual, at the expence of the order, and with a 
magnificence that was rather fuited to his digiiity than 
Lis perfonal merit. 

A few days after his deceafe the chapter met to 
chule him a fuccelfor ; and the prior of Capua leemed 
to (land faireft to be elefted It had for a long time 
been the objettof his wilhes; and, in order to carry his 
point, he had gained feveral of the electors, who, 
when they met in the chapter, did not fail to let forth 
his courage, his valour, his great skill in military af- 
fairs and experience in command, with great elogiums. 
But Vagion, or Gagnon, the great confervator, and 
one of the principal electors, riling up, fpoke as fol- 
lows to the reft of the committee : “ If, fays he, in 
li the choice we are obliged to make, we were only 
“ to chule a great general, I don’t think we could in 
iC juftice refule giving our votes forthe prior of Capua: 
u but our prelent bulinefs is not barely to pitch upon 
iC an head full of valour, but on one who may be a com- 
iC mon father to our whole body, one who may be 
€6 void of all fpirit of party, who (hall be equally in- 
u duftrious to procure us the favour of all the princes 
(( ofChriftendom,and, above all things, to take care not 
u to engage the order in their difputes r and this is 
u what I dare not hope from the prior of Capua. You 
<c know, fays he, his pafiion for the liberty of his 

country, a paflion to which Philip Strozzi his father 
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<c fell the firft viXim ; if we fhould put him at our 
ci head, when he fees himfelf mafter of our (hips and 
<c gallies, ought we not to apprehend that he will find 
out fome pretence or other, to turn all the forces of 
<( the order againft the houfe of Medicis ; and that, 
iC with a view of revenging his father's death, he will 
tc fall upon their fleets, and deftroy all the coaft of 
<c Tufcany with fire and fword ? In confequence of 
ic which, the emperor, who confiders the fortune and 
€ 4 grandeur of Medicis as the work of his own 
ic hands, will not fail to make us anfwerable for all 
{c the enterpri/es of the grand mafter. Cofmo, too, 
ic the head of that family, a prince of excellent capa- 
“ city, will eafily find out a way to revenge himfelf 
u and, in order to make a diverfion, will raife us up 
<c enemies among the potentates of Italy his allies : 
€t norisit improbable but that this new fovereign, who 
iC is looked upon to be the greateft politician of his 
€< age, and has correfpondencs and agents even inCon- 
u ftantinople, may bring all the forces of the grand 
“ feignior upon Malta : and if we fhould once make 
u ourfelves lufpeXed and odious to the emperor, who 
iC is in pofTeffion of the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, 
<( from whence could we, in cafe we fhould be be- 
“ fieged, expeX any fuccours againft rlie infidels ?” 

This fpeech of the eleXor, which love only, and a 
fincere attachment to the good of the order, had infpir- 
ed, made a great impreflion on the reft of the commit- 
tee. The commanders Pafcarore and Bernardin Par- 
paille (poke with great force in favour of thefe reflexi- 
ons ; and even fuch as had fecretly engaged themtelves 
to the prior of Capua and had firft declared in his fav- 
our, came over to Vagion’s opinion : they all exhort- 
ed each other mutually, and agreed to have no regard 
to any thing in the eleXion they were going to make, 
hut the good of the order. They per- 
Claudede fifted vigoroufly in this laudable relb- 
laSangle. lution; in confequence of which, brother 
Claude de la Sangle, a knight of 
the language of France, and grand hofpitaller, was 

unanimoufly- 
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unanimoufly elected their grand matter. They chule 
lrim during his ablence, and at a time when he was 
actually redding at Rome as embattador of the order 
to the pope 5 which is a manifeft proof that there was 
no cabal, nor any party-intereft in his ele&ion, and that 
the committee which made it had adled only from 2 
principle of juftice, and according to the dictates of 
their ccnfcience. As loon as the news of his election 
came to Rome, the pope gave particular orders to the 
governor of the cattle of St. Angelo, to proclaim it by 
the fire of all his artillery. A kind of public fettival 
was kept in Rome on this occafion : moft of the car- 
dinals, the embairadors, the principal prelates of the 
court, and the barons of Rome made their vifits, and 
complimented the grand matter in form. The pope 
fent his chamberlain to congratulate him on his new 
dignity : and when he came to the palace to take the 
nfual oath of obedience, his holinels made him dine 
with him in public, and paid him all the honours that 
were due to his merit and dignity. 

The grand matter, as loon as he had patted through 
the ceremonial, and had made the vifits he was oblig- 
ed to pay, prepared to let out for Malta. The gallies 
of the older, commanded by the prior of Capua, came 
to take him on board at Terracina, when they carried 
him to Sicily, and he entered the Faro di Medina on 
the 1 2th of December. Don John de Vega, viceroy 
ol the ifiand was waning tor h in in that city with 
great impatience. They were both of them at the 
liege and taking of Mehedia, as was oblerved in the 
eleventh book ; ever fince which time they had 
•formed an intimacy, or rather a kind of correlpond- 
ence between them, which was more polite than fin- 
cere. The Spaniard, who made pompous demonttra- 
tions as a proof of the fatistafiion which his promotion 
gave him, defigned to give him public tettimonies of 
it, both at his entry into Medina, and during his ftay 
there. However, that he might not be Co profule of 
the honours he intended to pay him, as to derogate in 
the lead from his own dignity, he appointed iome of 
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the ablcft lawyers to examine into the rights and pri- 
vileges of the grand mailers, and the rank that was 
due to them. Oliveti, the king's advocate at Medina, 
quoted to him, on this occafion, a paflage from Chaf- 
fane a , a famous lawyer, who in his treatileofT ^ glory 
cf the world, (peaking of eccleliallical dignities, gives 
that of grand mailer the preference, before even 
the dignity of cardinal. The viceroy, flrengthned 
by this authority, had, before the grand mailer's arriv- 
al, lent an exprefs to the emperor, to delire his orders 
in relation to the conduct he fhould oblerve towards 
him. That prince let him know, by a nobleman of 
his court, whole name was d’Acunha, that he need 
not be afraid of exceeding in the honours he was to 
pay to the head of an order, which lerved as a bulwark 
to his dominions in Italy. But as the emperor never 
took one Angle Hep without lome fecret views ofin- 
terelt, he had directed his envoy to make lome pro- 
pofals in his name to the grand mailer, which we 
(hall have occafion to mention in the fequel of this 
work. 

The viceroy being thus informed of the emperors 
intentions, went up, at the bead of the council, and 
the body of the gentry and magill rates of the city, to 
the admiral-galley of the order, to wait on the grand 
mailer on board his own (hip; and, in order to do him 
more honour at their going out of it, he would needs 
walk alone immediately before the grand mailer, as 
he would have done before his own fo vereign. This 
prince made his entry afterwards into Medina under 
the fire of the artillery, and with the garrifon and 
townfmen under arms : he was lodged in the fineft pa- 
lace 


* Crederem quod ifte magnus magifter P.hodi port papam pra> 
cedere deberet omnes patriarchas, cardinales, & aJios pontifices 
ecclefiafticos 5 & cum videatur tantae efie dignitatis cujus eft pa« 
triarcha, quod port imperatorem. Sc alios principes, habentes jura 
imperii, ut funt reges Franciae Sc Hilpaniae, quod praecederet 
omnes principes reccgnofcentes fuperiorem, & non habmtes jura 
imperii, puta reges fubditos imperio, & quofeunque duces j habet 
enim fubie jnagnos principes, & eft maxime honoratus. 
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lace of the city, and was received and ferved in that 
place, both at chapel and at his table, with the lame 
honours as had been formerly paid to the antient kings 
of Sicily. 

The emperor’s envoy, who was entrufted with his 
orders, congratulated him, in his mailer’s name, on his 
new dignity; and in a private audience, which he had 
of him a few days after, he acquainted him with his 
inftnnftions, and the propofols he had been ordered to 
makejo him. The emperor’s generals, as has been 
already oblerved, had, with the a Hi (la nee of the 
knights of Malta, belieged and taken the town ofMe- 
hedia or Africa from Dragut the Corfair. Bat as this 
conqueft lay at a great distance from the other domi- 
nions of the emperor, and that he was obliged to be 
at a vafi: expence in maintaining a large garri ion in that 
place, his defign was to' engage the grand mailer to 
tranfport the whole convent thither, and to make it 
their fettled habitation. He was more in hopes that 
the whole order, upon this new fettlement, would in- 
tereft itfelf in the defence of the fort of Goletta. and 
be a formidable fupport to his authority in the kingdom 
of Tunis, wliich was at that time a fief of the crown of 
Caflile. 

The envoy, in order to bring this projedl to bear, 
had, in the audience which the grand matter had grant- 
ed him, allured him, that the emperor was fenfibly 
attested with the lofs that the order had fuftained by 
the taking of Tripoli by the infidels ; and that, in or- 
der to repair it, he was ready to give them the abf’o- 
lute property of that of Mehedia ; a place, as he faid, 
regularly fortified, and from whence the knights 
might extend their dominion by new conquefls upon 
the continent of Africa ; that as the taking of this^ 
place was owing to their valour, and that he himfelf 
had had fo considerable a {hare in it, in cafe the order 
fhould remove its refidence thither, he would juftly be 
looked upon as the founder of this fecond Rhodes ; 
and that by way of contribution to the expences necef- 
fary for the defence of the place, the emperor, who 
T 2 always 
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always confidered the interefts of the order as lias 
own, would alfign them an annual penGon of 72,000 
livres, upon the revenues of Sicily, for ever. 

The grand mailer anfwered him, with great polite- 
nefs, that he found on this occafion a frefhinftance of 
the favours and the benevolence which his imperial 
majelly had conftantly bellowed upon. the order : but, 
that he might not engage himfelf unadvifedly in the 
affair, he told him, that he had no power to accept a 
propcfal of fuch confluence, without the content of 
the council : however, that if he would go along with 
him to Malta, the affair Ihould be debated there in his 
pre ft nee, when he Ihould fee the fincere defire he had 
of obliging the emperor in all his demands. 

The grand mailer, attended with this embaffadcr, 
and a ftrong guard of Italian knights, went on hoard 
the gallics of the order, and, doubling cape PafTaro, 
arrived fafe in the channel of Malta, and landed in the 
road of St. Paul. As he drew near the Notable city, 
which was at that time the capital of that illand, they 
propofed to him to enter into it : but as his election to 
the grand mallerlhip gave him authority over the knights 
only, it was neceffary for him to have a particular 
grant from the complete council, before he could ex- 
erciie any over the inhabitants and fubjedls of the or- 
der; for which reafon,. he put off his entry into that 
city till another lime. The council loon paffed the 
nfls which were neceffary for the ellablilhing of his au- 
thority over the whole illand ; and he was in a few 
days proclaimed prince of Malta and Goza with great 
folemnity. 

His full care, after he had taken poilefhon of his 
dignity, was to give audience to the emperor’s embaf- 
fador. This ceremony was performed in full council. 
The grand mailer,, in order to honour the emperor in 
the perlon of his minilter, advanced fome Heps to meet 
him, made him fit down by his chair, and defired 
him to acquaint the houfe with the fubjedt of his com- 
miffion. D* Ac unha prefented his credentials, and, 
after the reading thereof, he reprefented to the council 

the 


22 1 


Claude de la S angle Grand Majier. 

great affection which tlie emperor bore the order ; that 
after the taking of Rhodes, when he law them aban- 
doned by molt of the Chriftian princes-, and wandering 
up and down the various provinces of Italy, he could 
not help being touched with their deplorable circum- 
(tances ; upon which he generoufly parted with the 
ides of Malta and Goza, to gratify the knights ; a noble 
prefent, lays he, and worthy the piety of that great 
prince : that their lofs of Tripoli had given him new 
concern ; he therefore, out of a delire he had of re- 
pairing the damage they had fuftained, had fent him on 
purpole to make them an offer of the town of Africa^ 
or Mehedia, a place lituated on the coatt of Barbary, 
ttrongly fortified, and which lay very convenient for 
the enlarging their conquetts on the, continent. He 
went on to obferve, that as the foil of Malta was bar- 
ren, and incapable of bearing corn, the order was for- 
ced to he fending continually beyond fea to difhnt 
countries, to fetch it from thole places for their fub- 
fiflence ; whereas, in the territory about Africa, they 
would meet with very fruitful tra&s of land, which 
abounded with all kinds of corn. He concluded his dif- 
courle, with intreating the knights to conlider, that the 
i&and of Malta was in want of fortified places, and that 
in cafe the grand leignlor fiiould fend a fleet and an 
army to make a defeent, and lay liege to the principal 
fortrefs, as the order had reafon to fear ; they would 
certainly, in fpite of all their valour, be forced to lubmit 
to the fame unhappy fate which had attended them at 
Rhodes. 

The grand matter, after thanking the etjnperor for 
the continuation of his favours, asked the aifembly 
what was their opinion of the propofal : theie, before 
they came to a final determination in the affair, re- 
folved unanimoully to fend eight old commanders to 
Africa, to take a view of the fituation of the place, the 
ttrength and the extent of the territory about it. Thefe 
com m i Hi oners let o u t i m med i a te 1 y ; an d u po n t he i r rc turn, 
reported to the council, that the place was built upon 
a neck of land that jutted out into the fea, which fur- 
T 3 rounded. 
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rounded it on three Tides ; that it was of a large extent, 
and was very confiderableon account of the great num- 
ber of houfes in it, and the ftrength of its fortifications ; 
that the town andcaftle werefurrounded with very high 
walls, of an extraordinary thicknefs, and flanked with 
towers well provided with artillery; that there was an 
arfenal in it ftored with a great number of cannon ; that 
nothing was wantingbut agood harbour for the fecurity 
of great fhips; that the outworks of the place, and the 
adjacent rifing grounds, were beautified with an agreeable 
variety of country feats, orchards and vineyards, and that 
all the arable ground in the territory terminated in a 
mountain which erodes it from eaft to weft, and that 
behind it they had a profpetft of vaft plains and pafturc 
grounds belonging to the Arabs of the country, which 
\vas generally covered with their flocks and herds of 
cattle that were grazing there. 

The commiflioners declared further, that a place of 
fuch vaft extent could never be maintained without 
keeping a large garrifon conftantly in it, to defend it 
again ft the princes and people of Africa, who would 
never fulfer the order to fettle quietly To near their do- 
minions ; To that they muft expect to be daily fighting 
with the Arabs, who made incurfions up to the very 
gates of the city : that in cafe of a liege they could 
have no room to hope for any fpeedy fuccour, confi- 
dering its great diftance from Europe : that it was 
neither agreeable to the defign of their inftitution, nor 
confident with the good of Chriftendom, to abandon, 
as it were, the lea, and the defence of all Chriftian 
fhips, to make war within land, and encroach upon 
the frontiers of their neighbours ; whereas their pre- 
deceflbrs, though much more powerful than they were, 
had never attempted to enlarge their territories by con- 
quefts, which generally clafli with juftice ; and that 
llnce that of Rhodes, which they had taken from the 
coriairs, the order had never employed its forces, but 
for the afliftance of Chriftian princes, or for the lecu- 
rity and defence of fuch private perfons as frequented 
the Mediterranean. This report, made by old experi- 
enced 
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enced officers, and knights full of the warmed zeal for 
the difcipline of their order, determined the council to 
continue at Malta. The confiderations which chiefly 
prevailed upon them to take this refolution were, the 
didance of the place from Europe, the difficulty of the 
paffage thither, and the reludtance which the princes 
and nobility of Chridendom would probably have, to 
fee their children, upon their being admitted into the 
order, confined, as it were, in the deferts of Africa. 
Upon which, the order dilpatched two deputies to the 
emperor, and prevailed with him to approve of their 
conduct ; notwithdanding which, the viceroy of Sici- 
ly dill relented it, and, by way of revenge, prohibited 
the exportation of the corn with which the convent 
was ufually fupplied from that illand. But in order to 
pacify him, the grand mader and council having advice 
that its coads were infeded by a great number of 
corfairs, who had appeared before Palermo, lent five 
gallics, thither well provided, under the command of 
the prior of Capua. Strozzi prepared to let fail immedi- 
ately, confidcring himlelf at lea as inhis own element y 
but he was moreover pufhed on by another circum- 
Itance, which was, that he found he was looked up- 
on with a lels favourable eye at Malta, ever fince the 
death of the confervator Gagnon, and the commanders 
1 afeatore and Bernardin ; Parpaille, one of his princi- 
pal domedics, and who had the greated fhare of his 
confidence, being fulpe<5fed of having poifoned them 
M three, out of revenge for their having thrown out 
his mader at the lad election. This made him depart in 
a good deal of hurry. 

.He was fcarce arrived at Palermo when he received 
private letters from Peter Strozzi his elded brother, 
giving him advice of his being entruded with the 
command of the French army in Italy, and of his being 
defired by the kingof France to folicit him to refume, 
at the fame time, his former employment of the gene- 
ral of his gall.ies. hie urged further, that they could 
never meet with a more favourable opportunity for re- 
venging their father’s death ; that they might a <d in 
v concert 
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oncert by lea and land ; for which reafon, he begged 
him to facrifice his private refentmcnts againft the mi- 
ifters of France, to the love and liberty of their coun- 
try. Nolwithlhnding the dilgult which the prior had 
entertained againft the court of France, it yet was over- 
ruled by the prefling inftances which his brother 
made, and gave way to the violent hatred he retained 
in his heart again 11 Co lino de Med ids. * He made no 
other anfwer to his brother, than that he would be 
with him loon. The difficulty was to get out of the 
port of Palermo without giving the viceroy any jea- 
loufy, or affording him any reafon to guels at his de- 
fign. 

Whether it were, that the king of Spain had 
been informed by his Spies, that the command of the 
gallies of France was defigned for the prior ; or that 
he only lurmifed, upon feeing his brother going to 
command in Italy, that he would not fail to ule all his 
endeavours to engage the prior on the lame fide, this 
prince had lent private orders to the viceroy of Sicily, 
to keep a ftritt watch over the prior, in cale he came 
into any port of the ifland, and to feize him upon the 
lead token he fhould discover of any intelligence that 
was between the two brothers. He was but juft ar- 
rived at Palermo, when he difeovered, (through the 
thick dilguife of civilities which the viceroy affetted to 
(hew him,) an air of uneafinels, that convinced him he 
was oblerved and fu (petted by him ; in order therefore 
to get out of his hands, he fent-outone of his officers, in 
whom he mod confided, very early in the morning, in 
a light brigantine, under pretence of going to look out 
along the coafts of the ifland, with orders to return 
after he had been fome hours at lea ; and without 
bringing his biigantine into the harbour, to come di- 
rettly to the viceroy’s, and tell him,' in his prefence, 
however he might find him, that lie had deferied three 
JYIoorifh galliots in a fafe road not far off. The prior, 
after he had diffniflfed the officer, waited upon the vi- 
ceroy in his palace, where he was to dine; and before 
they fat down to table, all the fubjett of his difcourle, 

ran 
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ran upon the ill offices he had received from the con- 
ttable de Montmorency, as well as of the dangerous 
defigns which that French nobleman had, as he laid, 
formed againtt his life, and the paffionate delire he 
had to be revenged of him, if ever he found an oppor- 
tunity : and in order to juttify his refentments, fiiewed 
him leveral letters which he had received out of France, 
wherein lome of his friends, who were not let into the 
lecret of the king’s intentions, gave him advice not to 
put into any port of that kingdom, if he were not de- 
iirous of being arretted. 

This leaning confidence impo led upon the viceroy, 
who gave into the fuare, and, with a view of getting 
him into the emperor his matter’s lervice, exaggerated 
the ingratitude of the French ; and affined him, that 
whenever he Ihould quit the command of thegallies of 
the order, he would find, at the court of Spain, enn 
ployments worthy his birth and valour. 1 hey were 
now let down at table, when, in the middle of the en- 
tertainment, the officer whom the prior had lent to 
lea, came into the room, and told him in a great 
hurry, that he had difeovered fome galiiots of corlairs 
in a creek, and that provided he made hatte, they 
might eafily be furpriled. The prior role up fudden- 
ly with a fpecious air of fatisfa<ttion, and turning to the 
viceroy, “ I’ll give you a good account of them, fays 
“ he to him, and hope to bring them into you before 
i( you rife from table. ” 

The gallies under his command being all ready, he 
failed out of the harbour and put to lea, keeping off 
from the coatt ; and asfoon as he was out of light, he 
tacked about and ttood for Malta, where he landed 
without any obttacle. Upon his return, he refigned 
the generallhip of the gallies, which perhaps .might 
have been owiug to his having been, ever lincc the 
death, of the conlervator and the two commanders, be- 
come fulpeCted and odious to their relations and friends ; 
and the commander Parrifot de la yalette was appoint- 
ed to fucceed him. The prior having laid down that 
employment, gave out that he would go try his fortune 


226 Hijl ory of the Knights of Malt A, 

in cruifing with his own two gallies, and a third which 
belonged to his brother ; and that he was refolved to 
make war on his own account, upon all the corfairs he 
fhould meet with. Several young knights of all nati- 
ons offered themfelves to follow him, engaged to it by 
his reputation ; which was fo great, that all young 
people in general were for learning the arts of naviga- 
tion under fo excellent a captain. He received fuch as 
offered themfelves onboard his gallies, and immediate- 
ly failed out of the port ; but when he came off of 
Goza, he acquainted them with his defign, telling 
them, that he was going to command the French army; 
but that if any of them, from any juft reafon, might 
not think it proper to accompany him in that expediti- 
on, he then was ready to give them boats to can*y them 
back to Malta. Some Spanifh and Italian knights left 
him, as being fubjefts of the king of Spain ; the reft, 
who were bound by no fuch confide* ations, refolved 
to follow his fortune, and he never failed to find foldi- 
ers, wherever there were men, whofe minds were 
fufceptible of that glory which is to be acquired by 
arms. 

He afterwards flood away for the coaft of Tufcany, 
and landed at Portercole. The French were in pof- 
feflion of it, and the duke de Somme, who commanded 
for them in GrofTuto, came to join him with a body of 
infantry. The gallies of Provence were ordered to the 
fame place, to aft under his command. Whilft the 
prior was waiting for their coming up, he, in order not 
to let his men lie idle, formed a defign to feize on a 
(mail place in the neighbourhood called Scarlino , ly- 
ing within the territory of Piombino,and would needs, 
as was his ufual cuftom, go and reconnoitre it himfelf ; 
but he approached fo near, that a peafant, who lay fnug 
among lome rufhes, knowing him by the tallnefs of his 
ftature, and by the boldnefs of his coming on, fired at 
him, and wounded him with a musket-ball in the fide: 
lie was immediately carried on board his gallies, and 
the next day to Caftillon de Pifcaya, where he died a 
few days afterwards. He was a nobleman whom v/c 

may 
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may jufilyrank among the greatcfl: captains of bis order* 
and his very enemies gave out, that, had he been only 
lefs haughty, he would juftly have deierved to have 
been railed to that rank, which he well merited by his 
uncommon valour. His great fpirit indeed would not 
fuffer him to fubmit to the authority of men, whom he 
looked upon as the mere creatures of fortune and fa- 
vour. He was buried in the great church of Portercole; 
and the duke of Florence recovering that place the 
year following, the general of his troops had inhu- 
manity enough to dig up his body and throw it into the 
lea : a Icandalous kind of vengeance, that redounded 
as much to the prior’s glory, as to the reproach of Co 
mean-fpirited an enemy. 

La Valette, the new general of the gallies of 
Malta, put to fea as loon as he was in poffeffion of his 
poll, and in a little time grew terrible to the corfairs 
of Barbary, whom he drove away from the coafts of 
Sicily and Naples, having taken feveral of them, and re- 
turned into the ports of the ifland with a good num- 
ber of prizes. The richelt commanders, encouraged 
by this luccefs, fitted out privateers for cruifing, and 
the private knights engaged themfclves in thefe private 
armaments, according as their interefl or inclinations 
led them. The continual war which the order made 
upon the infidels, the frequent ravages upon their coafts, 
the taking of'fuch numbers of corfairs and merchant 
fhips, and the lecurity which their fuccours gave to the 
commerce of the chriftians, drew upon them the re- 
fentment of the grand feignior; and a report was fpread 
abroad, that Soly man intended to attack them in Mal- 
ta, and had boafted that he would drive them out of 
that ifland, as he had done about forty years before 
from that of Rhodes. But fome expeditions which he 
made into Afia, and the civil wars that role up in his 
lifetime between his children, diverted his arms for 
fomc time another way. The grand mafler, however. 
In order to prevent a furpri/e, ordered the new general 
of the gallies to put to fea again, and get up all the 
corn and warlike (lores he could meet with in the 

ports 
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ports of Sicily, and along the coafts of Italy : with 
thele he filled the public magazines ; and we are alfo 
told, that the general fcoured the lea up to the very 
mouth of the Nile, and carried off from thence three 
(hips laden with corn for Conftantinople and Egypt. 

Whi lst the general, and other privateers, were thus 
bringing prizes and provilions into the iiland of Malta, 
the grand mafter was employed in adding new fortifi- 
cations to the fort of St. Elmo, to the ifle of St. Micha- 
el, and the town, the ordinary refidence of the con- 
vent. He funk and widened the ditches, and ordered 
a fpur or counterfort to be railed to ftrengthen the fort 
of St. Elmo ; but the greateft ex pence he was at, and 
which indeed appeared the mod neceffary, was that 
which was laid out upon the Hie of St. Michael. This 
narrow piece of land, which run out into the lea, was 
open on all fides, and had only a little caftle for its de- 
fence. The grand mafter built thick walls about that 
part of the caftle which lies over againft the rock of 
Corradin, fortifying them with bulwarks, and baftions, 
wiih proper flanks in leveral places, and brought the 
fea water into the ditch and railed all thele fortifica- 
tions with his own money, he being a man who had 
never given into any expence, but what contributed to 
the fecurity and defence of the place. By way, there- 
fore, of acknowledgement for his great difinterefted- 
nefs, and for the benefits which thereby accrued rnthe 
order, the knights gave his name to that peninfula, 
which was before called the ifle of St. Michael, but 
wh’th went ever after by the name of the ifle de la 
Sangle. 

By his generous cares, and the valour of the knights, 
Malta grew every day more flourifhing ; when, upon 
the 2 "d of September, this general profperity was fud- 
denly interrupted by an unexpected accident. There 
arole in the harbour, about feven o’clock in the even- 
ing, a terrible hurricane, fucli as the feamen call a guft 
of e/W, or 'whirlwind^ and the modern Greeks Sy- 
phon . This Itorm, which was occafioned by the vio- 
t knee 
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lence and (hock of feveral contrary winds that met to- 
gether, /welled the waves, funk ieveral ve/Tels, drove 
others afhore, flattered the brigantines and galliots to 
pieces ; and, what was ftill more deplorable, turned 
four gallies upfide-down, with their keels in the air, fo 
that moft of the officers, the foldiers, and the crew, 
were either drowned, or crufhed to pieces by the weight 
of the ve/Tels. The houfes next the port were, in a 
moment, /wallowed up, together with their inhabi- 
tants; the caftle of St. Angelo it/elf trembled and 
/hook ; the great piece of wood, to which the ftandard 
of the order was fixed, was torn up, and carried half a 
mile off. The violence of the wind, the torrents of 
rain that fell from the sky, and the waves of the Tea, 
which appeared either /welled into mountains, or loft 
in devouring gulphs, Teemed to threaten Malta with 
utter deftrutfion ; when, in lefs than half an hour, this 
dreadful ftorm ceafed as fuddenly as it had ri/en, and 
calm and fair weather appeared at once.; fo that had 
it not been for the difmal havock of the houfes which 
were blown down, and of the /hips that had loft their 
mafts, and were dallied to pieces, one could fcarcely 
have believed, that the port, which was then fo quiet, 
had been, but a moment before, the theatre of fuch a 
dreadful revolution. 

The grand mafter no fooner heard of it but he im- 
mediately repaired thither, with moft of the knights of 
the convent ; and though the ftorm ftill contiuned, he 
did all that lay in his power to affift fuch as could not 
fwim, and to take up the floating bodies of thole who 
were drowned ; but as the night was coming on, they 
were obliged to wait till the next day, in order to rai/e 
up the gallies, and fet them afloat. The return of day 
light /hewed them this difmal fpetfacle in all its hor- 
ror ; above fix hundred perfons, knights, officers, fol- 
diers, and flaves, were either drowned or cruffied to 
pieces by the overturning of the gallies; and they found 
in the-foldiers pockets the money which they had re- 
ceived for their pay the day before. The grand ma- 
fter bearing a noi/e that came from a galley that was 
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overturned, ordered a hole to be made in if, and foms 
planks to be taken away ; the firft thing that appeared 
was a monkey, who immediately leaped out ; then they 
drew out the chevalier de l’Efcut, who was afterwards 
lo famous under the name of Romegas, and feveral 
other knights^ who had been all night up to the chin 
in water, clinging to the bottom of the keel with their 
hands, where they had fcarce air enough to breathe. 
They were taken out of this difmal place, when they 
found them pale and benumbed with cold, and rather 
dead than alive, mod: of them fainting away as foon as 
they were expofed to the open air. All poffible care 
was ufed for their relief; and as foon as they came to 
tliemfelves, they went immediately to the next church 
to return thanks to God for their prefervation. The 
grand mailer fet to work immediately about railing up 
and refitting the gallies ; they found that the largeft 
of them was entirely ruined, and that it would be im- 
pollible ever to make it fit for fervice again ; the reft 
were repaired, but at avail expence. The treafury fur- 
nifhed all the galley Haves they had ; and, to make up 
their complement, leveral pealants of the illand offered 
themfelves voluntarily to lerve as rowers on board : 
fome ChrilUan princes, and all the commanders who 
bad money and credit, exerted themfelves in a fuitable 
manner to repair fo confiderable a lofs . The grand 
mailer, in order to fet them an example, built a galley 
at his own expence in the port of Melfina ; and the 
pope, who was greatly concerned at this terri ble dif- 
aftcr/generoufly fupplied it with a crew of Haves taken 
out of bis prifons, and criminals who had been con- 
demned by the fecular arm. 

Philip II. king of Spain, conlidering Malta as the 
bulwark of Sicily and bis Italian dominions, made the 
order a prefent of two gallies well provided. Philip 
du Broc, an old knight of the language of Provence, 
and prior of St. Gilles, gave the order a great gallion, 
which the commander Pafchal du Broc, his nephew, 
carried to Malta, laden with ammunition and provifi- 
ons with a good number of foldiers on board, and 
* com- 
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completely fitted out for the fea fervice. Francis de 
Lorrain, grand prior of France, arrived about the fame 
time in the harbour with two gallies, who, out of zeal 
for his order, was come to offer his fervice to the grand 
mafler. This young prince heightned afterwards, on 
feveral occafions, the reputation of valour, which Teem s 
to be hereditary in his illuflrious family. The order, 
by reafon of the prodigious lofs it had fuflained, flood 
in great want ofthele feveral fuccours ; and the rather, 
becaufe the corfairs of Barbary, in hopes of making 
their advantage of this difafler, infefted the coafls of 
the ifland, and often kept the port in a manner block* 
ed up. Above all, Dragut, that formidable enemy of 
the order, thinking he fhould find their forces in dif- 
order, appeared off Malta with (even gallics well Rip- 
plied with land forces, and, putting them on fhore, 
ravaged the open country, taking a great number of 
prifoners ; but before he had time to reimbark, the 
commander Lewis de Laflic, of the language of Au- 
vergne, and grand marfhal of the order, fell upon 
him with a body of 300 knights, cut part of the cor- 
fairs to pieces, recovered the prifoners and the booty, 
and forced Dragut to make the bed of his way to his 
Clips. To revenge the infult, the prince of Lorrain 
immediately put out to fea with his own gallies, and 
two others belonging to the order, fcoured all the coafl 
of Barbary in his turn, came up with a brigantine of 
AfTanbaly’s, a famous corfair, between Malta and Tri- 
poli, which he took; gave chafe to Uluchialy; took 
from him- a galley andgaliot ; and, before he returned 
back to the harbour of Malta, made prizes of two other 
vefTels, laden with fait and various kinds of merchan- 
dize. 

By the valour of this prince, and the refolution of 
their privateers, the order had recovered the fame 
fuperiority in thofe feas, which it had enjoyed before 
the fury of the hurricane had been felt at Malta, when 
there happened a new accident, which caufed a great 
diflurbance, and gave rife to very unhappy di Mentions 
in the focisty. In order to give the reader a right 
U 2 notion 
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notion of this difpute, in which the pope and the great- 
eft princes of Europe interefted themfelves, ’twill be 
neceftary to obferve, that upon the prior of Capua’s 
death, feignior Strozzi his brother had taken pofTdlion 
of his galiies as his own property, of which one in- 
deed had always belonged to him ; but as he was at 
the head of a land army, he could not command his 
galiies in perfon, and had therefore joined them to 
lbme French galiies that were in the port of Civita- 
Vecchia, under the command of the chevalier Sforza, 
prior of Lombardy,, and brother to the cardinal of that 
name, high chamberlain to the pope. The king and 
Strozzi imagined that their galiies were verylafein that 
place; but the prior of Lombardy having quitted the 
French lervice at that time, to enter into that of Spain, 
in order to make himfelf more confiderable in the new 
party in which he had engaged himfelf, he took his 
mealures fo well, in concert with the high chamberlain, 
whofe dignity gave him a great authority in all the ter- 
ritories of the church, that he carried off two of the 
king’s galiies, and brought them into the port of 
Naples; and, by his follicitations, and a like act of 
treachery, one Moret de NilTard, a native of Piedmont,* 
feized on one of Strozzi’s galiies, and retired with it 
into the harbour of Villa-Franca, where the duke of 
Savoy gave him his protection, and allowed him to let 
up his Hag. 

Such a notorious robbery, in breach of his oath, 
was a great blernifh to the prior of Lombardy’s ho- 
nour, and railed the anger and refentment of the pope. 
Paul IV. was at that time in the papal chair, and had 
the government of the church in his hands, but was 
himfelf governed by one of his nephews, a knight of 
Malta, whom, upon his acceflion to the popedom, he 
had dign : fied with the Roman purple by the name of 
cardinal Caraffa. The uncle and nephew were actual- 
ly at that very time negotiating a league with France 
againft Spain ; fo that befides the violation of the fo- 
vereignty of the church by this outrage, it was their 
intereft to perluade the king that they had no hand in 
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it. In order to this, they arrefied cardinal Sfor- 
za, whom they threw into a loathfome pri.on, and 
threatned to put him to death, in cale the French king’s 
gallies were not immediately lent back to the port, 
from whence they had been carried offin fo chndefiine 
a manner. • he prior, who knew the cardinal ne- 
phew’s violent temper, lent them back immediately; 
and was foiced, in order to procure his brother’s liber- 
ty, to give 200,000 crowns iecurity, that he fitould 
not fiir out of Rome without the privity of the pope, 
and his nephew. But they found it a more difficult 
matter to get back Strozzi’s galley, which Moret had 
carried into the port of Villa-Franca ; for, in order 
to elude the complaints and in fiances of the pope, the 
duke of Savoy fent it into the Levant, with his own 
flag, and acomrnifiion under his great leal. Cardinal Ca- 
ratfa and Sirozzi, thiifiing to take revenge for io trea- 
cherous an aifiion, no looner heard ofMoret’s being at 
fea but they lent another galley after him, under ihe 
command of a French captain, called Fouroux, an ex- 
cellent lea oificer, devoted to the family of Strozzi , re- 
commending to him at the fame time, to employ cun- 
ning as well as valour, in order to recover the galley 
out of his hands. Fouroux, the better to conceal the 
defign of his voyage, went firft to Malta, where he ob- 
tained the grand mafter’s leave to go a cruiling in con- 
ceit with his gallies, and under the flag of the order ; 
upon which he failed out of the harbour, in company 
with the, admiral galley, and had not been long at lea, 
before he met the galley he was in quefi of. Moret, 
who commanded her, taking the galley where Fou- 
roux was on board for the admiral of the order, la- 
luted her, got into his long boat, and went on board her, 
in order to talk with the general : but howgreat was his 
furprite, when he found himlelf in the power of one of 
Strozzi’s officers ! He was immediately arrefted and 
put in irons ; and Fouroux afterwards com- 
ing up with his galley, as if he had brought 1 ^5 7 * 
back the captain, the officers and lbldiers, not mifiruft- 
ing any thing, luffered him to approach 5 fo that he 
U 3 entered 
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entered the galley, and made himfelf matter of it, before 
they were io much as lenfible that they had received 
their enemy on board. 

The general of the gallies of Malta, highly incenf- 
cd to fee the flag of the order made ufe of to furprifethe 
galley of a Chriftian prince, threatned to fight Fouroux, 
in cafe he did not releafe her immediately, and let Mo- 
ret at liberty : but Fouroux (hewing him pofitive or- 
ders for that purpofe from the king, and an exprefs 
commiffion from the pope, the firft fuperior of the or- 
der, he did not think fit to take upon him to determine 
fo critical an affair ; but having made Fouroux agree 
to follow him with his prize to Malta, they came a few 
days after before the port. The French captain im- 
mediately fent his commiflions to the grand prior of 
France, and drew up a memorial, in which he gave 
him a particular account of the trick that Moret had 
played feignior Strozzi. The prince of Lorrain, having 
laid them before the grand matter, obtained leave for 
Fouroux to enter the harbour with his own galley and 
his prize. Thefe two gallies being entered into the 
port, captain Moret applied himfelf to the knights of 
Savoy and Piedmont, making bitter complaints that 
the flag of the order had been made ufe of to furprife 
a galley which belonged to their fovereign, and that 
only out of refentment at his alliance with Spain. Thefe 
knights immediately prefented a petition to the council 
in his name, and the viceroy of Sicily ufed all his cre- 
dit to fupport it. They likeways procured fome mer- 
chants of Ragufa, and of the ifle of Scio, to demand the 
cargo found on board Moret’s galley, as being their 
property ; and the officers of the treafury put in their 
claim for the galley, as being part of the prior of Ca- 
pua’s pcrfonal eftate, to which the order had a right to 
lucceed. Thefe different interefts and pretenflons 
caufed grievous diviflons in the convent, every one 
fiding with his own language and ftation. The coun- 
cil, whole views and actions ever tended to the com- 
mon good of the order, could not help blaming the 
grand matter for having fuffered the two gallies in dis- 
pute 
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pute to enter the harbour without their privity • a 
itep that had involved them in a troublefome affair, the 
decifion of which they could have wilhed had been 
wholly left to the princes whom it concerned. How- 
ever, as there was no recalling what had palled, and 
that the two captains had each of them a ftrong party 
Jn Malta, the council appointed commiflioners to exa- 
mine into the claims and pretenfions of both. Moret 
complained of his having been impofed upon, by the 
confidence which he had repoled in the gallies of the 
order ; and that that which belonged to the prince his 
mailer had been taken from him by treachery and fur- 
prize : he therefore demanded that it Ihould be rellor- 
cd to him, employing at the fame time the moll pref- 
fing inltances. Fouroux, not owning the authority of 
the council, gave himfelf no trouble about his defence; 
lb that he only produced his commilfions, and faid, 
that what he had done was in obedience to the pope’s 
orders, in execution of which, he had retaken a gal- 
ley that belonged to his holinefs, and which had been 
fcandaloully carried off by Moret in- the fight of all 
Italy ; and that in cale the order did not think fit to 
punilh that robber, the pope knew how to do him- 
lelf jullice, even upon thole, who, out of politic 
confiderations,andinoppofition to the obedince which 
they owed him, Ihould refufe to take notice of lb fla- 
grant a robbery. 

It appearing upon proof, that the galley in dilpute 
had been carried off out of the pope’s harbours, the 
council ordered Moret, who had managed that affair, 
to be ar relied, but left Fouroux only in the cullody of 
the grand prior ; who, upon his giving his parole, an- 
fwered readily for keeping him. The grand mailer 
immediately dilpatched an embalTador to the pope, to 
receive his orders in relation to this dilpute ; and 
wrote at the fame time to the king of Spain, and his 
minillers in Italy, to acquaint them alio with it. The 
pope and the king of France demanded by concert, that 
Fouroux Ihould be fentto them with his prize, and the 
robber be delivered into their hands, to be punilhed by 

martial 
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martial law. There was no deputing the pope’s au- 
thority; they were forced to obey, and lend back the 
galley to the port of Civita-Vecchia, and the cargo was 
re do red to the owners. As for Moret, they kept him 
for lome time in priibn ; but at laft, out of regard to 
the king of Spain, they let him make his elcape, which 
the council was glad to connive at ; and the duke of 
Medina Cell, then viceroy of Sicily, lent a brigantine 
upon the coalt to take him on board. The council 
examined whuclles about his elcape, and lent an ac- 
count of it to the pope, who, after the reilitntion 
of his galley, leemed to be well enough lat is lied. 

Notwithstanding that this affair had been ma- 
naged and terminated with great prudence, neverthe- 
leisthe divilion it occalioned in the convent, and the 
reproaches which dropped from the council with re- 
gard to the grand mallei ’s cond.dl in it, gave him fo 
ienfible a concern, that it threw him into a ffi of tick- 
nets, followed by a languilhing ftate of 
Augufl:i8. health and ioon after by a death truly 

i 5 5 7. Chrillian. He would not dilpole of any of 
his effects, though he had obtained leave 
to do fo from a geneial chapter; and, notwithftand- 
ing the great turns he had laid out in fortifying the 
iile of Malta, he neveithelels left upwards of fixty 
thouland crowns behind him The council could not 
but admit e a ipirit lo nobly difinterefted ; and, tofhew 
their fenle of it, lent twelve thouland livres into France, 
to augment the portion of madamohelle de Mon.-Cha- 
nar his niece. They founded, purfuant to the intention 
of the decea'ed, a mafs for ever in the chapel of the 
caflle of zt. Angelo ; and laid out part of the money 
in ornaments for the church of the convent, oferimfon 
velvet embroidered with gold, on which they put the 
grand mailer de la Sangle’s arms, as a monument 
both of his piety, and of the gratitude of the order. 

There was no great difficulty in the choice of a 
fucceifor ; the bailiffi of Lions, nephew to the marfhal 
Vallier, had indeed feme votes at firil, notwithstand- 
ing 
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ing that he was abfent ; but no fooner had 
one of the electors propofed the command- John 
er de la Valette, but all the votes de la 
united in his favour. This nobleman had Valette. 
never left Malta fince the time of his re- Augufl 2 1. 
ception into the order, and had gradually 1 5 5 7. 

filled up all the oilices of it ; he had been a 
foldier, a captain, a general, an able politician, firm 
in his rdolutions, and as much efteemed among the 
knights as formidable to the infidels. The order, un- 
der his adminittration, recovered its antient authority, 
which had been much impaired in fome provinces of 
Germany, and in the territories of the republic of 
Venice. 

Ever fincc the time that the HufTites had ruined 
mod of the commanderies of Bohemia, the common 
treafury of the order could never draw any thing from 
that kingdom, and the adjoining provinces. They 
had been engaged in continual wars either in Hungary, 
or in the hereditary dominions of the houieof Auftria ; 
which following dole upon the infiirre&ions railed by 
the Huffites, had interrupted the payment of the re* 
fponfions, which the knights of that country were ob- 
liged to (end either to Rhodes or Malta ; and the priors 
of thole large provinces had alTumed to themlelves a 
right of nomination to the commandries that fell va- 
cant within their relpetttive priories. The grand ma- 
tter, unable to fuffer abules which he law were grow- 
ing up into culloms, and, which would in time plead 
aright of prefeription, wrote about it in the ttrongeft 
terms to thole provinces ; and, in order to put an end 
to them the more effedually, he applied himlelf to the 
emperor, and to Ferdinand king of the Romans his 
brother. Thele princes, who knew what an excellent 
ule the order made of its revenues, figr.ified to -the leve- 
ral priors and commanders whole commandries lay 
within their territories, that ic was their intention, ihey 
fhouldgive entire latisfadion to the grand matter. The 
German knights met in a chapter, and immediately 
diipatched away Wenceflas de Hdlc-Attemburg, prior 
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of Bohemia ; Sigifinund Romer, commander of Miel- 
perg j and Henry de Rietchenau, commander of 
Ellugna, as their deputies to Malta j who, in the name 
of all the knights of their language, took the oath of 
obedience to the grand mailer ; promifed to pay their 
reiponfions, and the taxes which fhould be laid upon 
their provinces by general chapters; and ; by an inllru- 
ment in form, in the name of all the priors of Ger- 
many, made a folemn renunciation of all manner of 
right to diipoie of the commandries within their re- 
Ipedive priories, one only excepted, which, accord- 
ing to the general cuftomof the whole order, they had 
a.privilege of conferring once in live years. 

The Venetian commanders, by virtue of the pro- 
tection which the fenate gave them, were for follow- 
ing the example of the Germans, in getting themfelves 
excufed from paying their reiponfions, under pretence 
that they ferved their country again!! the Turks. But 
as thele kinds of contributions were employed only in 
armaments againft the infidels, the grand mailer repre- 
sented the duty they owed, and their primary obliga- 
tions, in lo clear a light, and demanded their obedience 
with fo much refolution and authority, that they all 
fubmitted to his orders, and a little after lent their re- 
iponfions to Malta, as did likewile the Germans ; 
both of which were ever afterwards regularly paid. 

After this regulation, which related to the pro- 
vinces, and as it were the out parts of the convent, the- 
grand mailer undertook an affair, which once had made 
agreatnoile at Malta, and indeed over all Europe; but' 
which, like the greateft events, now grown fo out of date 
that it was talked of no more. The marlhal de Valli- 
er, governor of Tripoli, whom the grand mailer d’O- 
medes had prolecuted with lo much vigour, was Hill 
living ; and this old commander, whom before that 
unhappy affair, moll of the knights intended to have 
cholen for their grand mailer, was then pining away 
in oblcurity, but which fuited his misfortunes. ’Tis 
indeed true, the grand mailer de la Sangle had fet him 
at liberty ; but various considerations, and the tender- 
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licfs and regard which he thought himfelf obliged to 
fhew to the memory and friends of d’Omedes, had 
hindered him from reftoring him to his honours. 

But the grand mafter de la Valette, being naturally 
more intrepid, and thoroughly perfuaded of the mar- 
fhal’s merit and good condudl, thought it his duty to 
do him juftice ; and, after having taken an exa<ft review 
of the proceedings againfl him, and made an impartial 
enquiry into the merits of the cafe, he cleared him of 
the unjuft accufations which his enemies had brought 
to blacken him, conferring upon him at the fame time, 
the title of grand bailiff of Lango, as an atteftation, 
and the feal of his innocence. He did not ftop here ; 
but that he might revenge him, and the whole order, 
for the infults and ill treatment they had met with 
from the infidels at the taking of Tripoli, he entered 
into a project, which John de laCreda,duke of Medina- 
Celi, viceroy of Sicily, had propofed to him for the 
recovery of that place. 

Dragut was at that time in pofteffion of it. This 
famous corfair,not fucceeding in his views of obtaining 
from the Sultan the title of bafha, and the poft of 
lord high admiral of his empire, a dignity which had 
been conferred onBarbaroffa,had refigned the fangiac- 
fhip of Santa Maura ; and, under pretence of zeal for 
mafter’s fervice, and of defending the coafts of Africa 
againfl the incurfions of the knights of Malta, had con- 
tented himfelf with the title of governor of Tripoli : 
but as the place lay at a vaft diftance from the porte, it 
was in reality a kind of little principality, which he 
governed with an authority that was in a manner ab- 
iolute, altho’ he, in order to continue himfelf the be- 
nefit of the grand feignior’s protection, affe&ed to 
fhew himfelf entirely fubfervient to all his orders. 

This corfair, ever fince his fettlement in Tripoli, 
had wholly employed himfelf in repairing its walls and 
In fortifying them with ramparts, defigning to make it 
His place of arms, and the feat of his dominion. He had 
taken care to ftrengthen the fortifications with feveral 
baft ions, and with all the works which the ground 

would 
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would admit of, or that art had invented at that time. 
Nor was the caflle lefs ftrongly fortified ; and notwith- 
ftanding that its fituation was not very advantageous, 
he, by his continual pains, and a prodigious expence, 
had made it one of the ftrongeft fortrefles of Africa. 
The entrance of the port was fecured by great towers, 
and well provided with artillery, fo that it ferved for a 
(ecure retreat to the veflels ofDragut, and other coriairs 
who cruized under the grand feignior’s flag ; and ’twas 
from hence that ail thole infidel rovers failed, who in- 
fefted the coafts of Sicily and Naples, and infulted even 
thofe of Spain. 

Th e new viceroy of Sicily, in order to fignalize 
hisacceflion to that dignity, formed a fcheme for befieg- 
ing Tripoli ; and, the better to carry his point, he en- 
deavoured to engage the grand mafter in it: nor did he 
find it a difficult matter, to bring him into a defign 
which was calculated to deftroy that neft of pirates. 
They, by concert, wrote to Philip II. king of Spain, 
upon this lubjedt ; who, tho* he was not a very war- 
like prince, yet, as the fecurity of his coafts, and the 
tranquility of his fubjetfs were concerned in if, and that 
moreover he wasapprehenfiveleftDragut fhould attempt 
to reduce .Goletta, approved a proje <51 which came re- 
commended by the grand mailer’s approbation ; of 
whofe valour and capacity he was highly ienfible, and 
whofe knights were to {hare in the expence and the 
dangers of the enterprife. 

Philip fent orders to the duke of Sefia, governor 
of the Milanefe; to the duke of Alcala, who command- 
ed in the kingdom of Naples ; and to John 
1559. Andrew Doria, general of his gallies, to join 
their forces, and tranfport them to Sicily. The 
general command of the army was given to the duke 
of Medina-Celi, with exprefs inftruiflions to follow the 
grand mafter’s advice in the whole condufl of this en- 
teprize. But as the three noblemen above mentioned, 
by their diftance from court, had taken upon themfelves 
to obey no farther than they thought proper, and be- 
ing jealous withal of the authority which the king their 

mafter 
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matter had vetted in the viceroy of Sicily, they found 
out various pretences to retard the execution of his or- 
ders; fo that Philip was at laft forced to fend the com- 
mander de Guimerans, an old knight who chanced to 
be at his court, into Italy, in order to batten the march 
of thefe feveral bodies of troops, and to lead them to 
Sicily. 

The grand matter, feeing it very late in the year, 
was for putting off the enterprize to the next fpring, 
and wrote to the viceroy to that purpofe ; but as that 
nobleman was afraid left the king fhould change his 
mind, or that fome court-cabal (hould fupplant him in 
a commiffion, which he fancied would afford him an 
opportunity of acquiring no little fhare of glory, he 
made all the hafte he could to let out ; when appoint- 
mg the general rendezvous of the fleet in the ifland of 
Malta, he, notwithftanding the rigour of the feafon, 
came thither about the middle of December, where he 
was received with all the honours due to his dignity, 
and the potent monarch he repre/en ed. The troops 
he had brought with him were put into good quarter; 
and the grand mafter reviewed in his pretence thole he 
defigned for the expedition : they confided of four 
hundred knights of the order, and fifteen hundred men 
in their fervice, befides volunteers. The chevalier de 
Urre de Teffieres, a great captain, and at that time ge- 
neral of the gallics wasmade their commander in chief; 
and the grand mafter and council repofed lb much con- 
fidence in his valour and experience, that they left him 
the choice of his lieutenant, and the officer he fhould 
fubftitute in his place, either to command the land -for- 
ces, in cale he fhould think fit to keep always at tea • 
or to ft ay on board the gallics, in cate he fhould take 
upon h m elf the command of the troops which w ere 
to form the liege. 

The vicetoy thanked the grand mafter for tins 
ftrong lemtorcement, and was particularly overjoyed 
at the fight of that body of brave men, being no Je fa than 
four hundred, wno were to go on board, all of them 
antient knights, that had grown old in the te vice 
Vol.IV, X Nor ’ 
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Nor was he lefs edified with the charitable car c, 
which the other knights afterwards took of his officers 
and foldiers that fell ill ; for during the two months 
that thefe foreign troops continued in the ifland, their 
{ick were looked after, and attended with pious zeal, 
from which the order has never once deviated ever fince 
its foundation. 

In fine, the Milanefe and Neapolitan troops arriving 
at Malta in the beginning of February, feveral councils 
of war were held, in order to confider upon the opera- 
tions of the campaign. The fiege of Tripoli was, as 
we have faid, the principal defign of this armament ; 
but as the viceroy had been informed of the new forti- 
fications which had been made to the place, and parti- 
cularly that Dragut, a formidable commander, had 
thrown himfelf into it with all his bed troops, and a 
prodigious quantity of ammunition and provisions, the 
dangers of the enterprize, and the uncertainty of the 
fu peels, enervated his courage ; and as he was a much 
better courtier than a general, he propofed the conqueft 
of theifle of Gelves, where he was in hopes of acquir- 
ing glory unattended with danger. 

The grand mailer readily agreed, that they indeed 
would meet with no great difficulties in reducing a 
fmall ifland, which was open on all Tides, and which had 
no fortrefs in it, but one fingle caftle that was but 
poorly fortified ; but he alfo reprefented at the fame 
time, that what renderedit fo exceeding weak, and made 
the conquell of it fo very eafy, would like wife make it 
impracticable for them to keep it, and thereby put the 
infidels, as foon as the fleet fhould be retired, upon 
making an attempt to recover it ; that the open coun- 
try was peopled with Moors or Arabs, who would not 
fail to lay ambufcades in the forefls of palm-trees, and 
hinder them in that dry country, from fetching water 
out of fome wells which had been dug in the ifland ; 
that moreover there was fomereafon to fear left the grand 
feignior’s fleet, with which they were thrcatned, fhould 
come upon them, whilft they were in the midft of the 
enterprize, and fink their gallies : whereas, if they 
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could but reduce Tripoli , they fhould befecure in that 
port, and the banks of fand and fiats, which lay along 
the coaft thereabouts, would be of ule to them againft 
the great veflels ofthe Turkifh navy. 

Th e - viceroy, who thought his honour obliged him J 
to adhere to his opinion, would not hearken to thefe 
rdafons which were brought again (l it, but dill main- 
tained that he would reduce the iiland before ftich' time 
as the grand feignior could be able to fit out a fleet, and 
fend it to lea ; and that, in order to fecure their con- 
queft, they had nothing to do but to fortify the caftle" 
with four baftions, which would put both it and' the 
whole iiland in a lu flick nt date of defence. The 
members ofthe council of war were divided between 
thefe two opponte opinions ; but as the greateil part of 
the officers had their dependence on the viceroy, very 
few durft declare themfelves of alentiment contrary to 
his. Hie grand mailer urged to him, that he, by 
changing the projedl and plan of the campaign, was 
going to adt directly contrary to the intentions of the 
king his mailer, and the inftrudlions which had been 
given him ; but all in vain ; la Cerda was obftinatc, 
and adhered firmly to his opinion. La Valette, who 
forefaw the ill coniequences which they might juftly 
expedl from this enterprize, told him plainly, that he 
might, if he pleated, , employ his mailer's troops as he 
thought proper ; but that in cafe he laid afide the fiifl 
projedl, which had. been approved of by the king of 
Spain, and communicated to the council of the order, 
he would not lufler a knight to ilir out of the ifiand. 
The viceroy v/as vexed to find the grand mailer fo re- 
folute ; but not being able to purfue his defigns with- 
out his reinforcement, he feemed to come over to his 
fentiments, and pretended to apply himlelf entirely to 
the fir ft projedl. All the talk was now of the^fiege of 
Tripoli ; but as the grand mailer difeovered, that he 
had ftillTome doubt of thefincerity of his intentions, the. 
viceroy, in order to remove his fulpicions, fwore in a 
folemn manner, by the life of the king his fbvereign/ 
and by the head,ofGaftiondelaCerdahis Ton, a young * 
X 2 ^pobie- 
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nobleman, whom he had brought along with him, that 
he would (ail diredlly for Tripoli, which he promifed 
to invert. This however was the farthert off his thoughts; 
but he refolved to conceal his realdefign, till fuch time 
as he (hould be out at fea, where he would have the 
foie direftion of the army, and, in confluence of that, 
rteer which way he fhould judge proper. 

The imbarkation was made upon the tenth of Fe- 
bruary ; the grand mafter put, over and above the 
troops of the order, two hundred Maltefe pioneers on 
board, to ferve at the fiege of Tripoli. The chevaliers 
Flotte and de la Roche had the charge of the artillery 
that was to be put on fhorc ; and the hofpital for the 
rtek and wounded officers and foldiers, was committed 
to the care of the commander Garcia de Contreras, with 
feme other knights for his affirtants. The Chriflian 
fleet fleered away for the coart of Africa, arid arrived 
at Seches de Qjjercjuene. The ifle of Gelves had been 
always flibje< 5 l to its own princes ; but Dragut, ever 
fince his being fettled in Tripoli under the grand feig- 
Jiior’s authority, had made thofe petty fovereigns tri- 
butary to the porte. The corfair, as foon as he had 
advice cf the viceroy’s being off the ifland with his 
fleet, failed thither with two gallics, and put into the 
channel ofCantara,of which mention has been already 
made in the eleventh book. The Chriftian genera), fpy- 
ing thefe twogailies, detached a greater number to take 
them; but the commodore of the Chriflian gallies, feeing 
two merchant-fhips comingfrom Alexandria, bore down 
upon them and took them, a thii ft after booty making 
him negleft the purfuit of Dragufs two gallies. VY'hilft 
he was bufy in plundering thefe veflels, Dragut with 
his gallies, got out of the channel, and difpatched one 
of them, commanded by the corfair Uluchiali, to give 
advice to the porte, that a ftrong fleet, compofed of 
the fquadrons of the king of Spain, and the knights of 
Malta, was ravaging the coart of Barbary, andthreatned 
to lay fiege to Tripoli. By the fame expreis he defir- 
ed that fuccours might be immediately fent him ; dur- 
ing which, he, after having left orders for the defence 
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of the ifle of Gelves, returned with as much diligence 
as he had come, and fhut uphimfelfin Tripoli. Soly* 
man, as loon as he received the news, fent ftri<ft or- 
ders to all the ports of the Archipelago, to fit out im- 
mediately all luch {hips and gallies, as were in a con- 
dition to be put to lea : Cara Muftapha, his high ad- 
miral, who was to command the fleet, took the fame 
care in the port of Conftantinople. 

In the mean time, the viceroy was forced to land 
feveral times to take in frefli water, and never made a 
defcent but he found the people of Gelves ready to op- 
pofe him. Thele, indeed, hated the Turks in their 
hearts, and were very uneafy under their yoke ; but 
this hatred gave way totherefentment which they con- 
ceived at the feizure of the merchant (hips which be- 
longed to them. Full of rage on that occalion, they 
fell upon the viceroy’s detachments, and, in the skir- 
milhes between them, Alvarez de Sande, one of the 
principal officers of the army, was wounded, and the 
Chriftians were forced to reimbark with the lofs of two 
hundred men, and five captains of foot. The fleet 
put to lea again, and made towards Tripoli, but flop- 
ped at the flats of Palo y lo called by reafon of feveral 
currents, which lometimes leave that part of the lea 
dry. The viceroy came to an anchor near thele cur- 
rents, in expectation of the coming up of part of his 
troops, which could not let out from Malta with the 
body of the army : he landed fome men on the neigh- 
bouring coaft, to dig wells in feveral places. The 
water they met with here being clear and agreeeble to 
tafte, they carried a great quantity of it on board the 
fleet; both officers and loldiers drinking of it with 
greedinefs : but experience loon {hewed them its ill 
effects ; moft of thofe who drank of it falling ill, 
and a great number of them died; among whom were 
feveral of the moft confiderable knights of the order. 
Their fleet was at the fame time attacked with a furi- 
ous ftorm, and the admiral galley of Sicily, ftriking 
againft the gallion of Malta, w*as {battered to pieces, 
and funk to the bottom. Thefe accidents; which are 
X 3 com- 
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common enough at fea, were only as fo many prelades 
to a more deplorable misfortune. 

The viceroy, when the weather grew calm, pro- 
pofed, in a council of war, the quitting of that ttation. 
The commander de Teffieres, purluant to his inttrudti* 
ons, propofed to him the going firft to Linguir, an 
healthy place, where there was good anchorage, and 
which lay very convenient for their pattage to Tripoli ; 
he reprefented further, that they, by takingthat place, 
and particularly by being matters of the port, would 
thereby fecure the fleet not only againtt ftormS, 
but alfo againtt the armada, which they laid was com- 
ing from Conttantinople ; not to mention that the 
Moors and inhabitants of the country would declare 
themfelves againtt the Turks with more confidence, 
when they fhould fee the Chrittians matters of that 
place; and that after the reducing of Tripoli, that of 
Gelves would cott them but a vifit. 

But the viceroy, v/ho was in no ways fond of dif- 
ficult enterpriles, reje&ed the motion, under pretence 
that the winds were contrary. The officers who com- 
pofed the council, being his dependants, durtt not ap- 
pear to be of a different opinion. Hereupon they re- 
turned to Gelves on the fevenrh of March ; from 
whence the general of the Maltefe gallies difpatched a 
frigate to the grand matter, to give him an account of 
all that had patted ; informing him at the fame time, 
that the viceroy had not courage enough to advance to 
Tripoli. 

The Chrittians landed in theifland without the leafl 
oppofition, not a (ingle Moor offering to difpute their 
deicent : upon which, they advanced up into the coun- 
try, to a place where there were fome wells of frefh 
water, but they were filled up ; when opening them, 
though with a great deal of difficulty, they found the 
water had a very bitter tatte, occafioned 'by the great 
quantity of aloes-leave* which the peopleof Gelves had 
thrown into them. The Chriftian army encamped in 
this place ; during which, fome deputies, or rather fpies, 
from the cheick, or loidof the ifland, arrived ; who 

demand- 
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demanded an interview with the viceroy, under pre- 
tence of complaining of war having been made upon 
them without any occalion given on their part, or any 
declaration of it oa his. They propoicd in his name, 
that the army fhould quit the ifland, and that a con- 
ference fhould be held at la Rochette * where, they 
faid, theChriftians would find plenty of good water. 
The viceroy, without either dire&ly accepting, or en- 
tirely rejecting this propoial, told them, that he was 
ready enough tp enter into a conference with fheir ma- 
iler, but that it mutt be at the foot of the cattle, 
whither he was going to fet out immediately. Thele 
deputies, having. by this means an opportunity of cb~ 
ferving his forces,made their report of them according- 
ly to the cheick ; who, finding it impofiible for him to 
hold out fio weak a place againtt a body of troops, con- 
liderable for their number as well as their experi- 
ence, was dilpofed to capitulate. But his principal of- 
ficers, and the young men, called out aloud for an 
engagement ; and whether it were that he had a mind 
to try the fate of a battle before he came to a treaty ; 
or that, perhaps, not hating the inhabitants entirely at 
hi* command, he was not lorry that lome lofis ‘and dif- 
appointment Ihould make them more tradable for the 
future : be that as it will, he gave them a permifiion to 
do what it was not in his power to hinder. TheBarbaii- 
aiis now Tally. out in a rage ; and, thinking to furpviiethe 
Chriftians, advance with more impetuofity than orderto- 
wards the camp. They failed however in their attempt, 
the viceroy having had notice fiom two Chriftian 
Haves, who had made their elcape, that he fhould beatrack- 
cd the next day. He did not think proper to wait for 
thecoming up of his enemies ; but, immediately march- 
ing his troops, he adv anced in good order to meet them* 
The kmghts of Malta, with two companies "of Ger- 
mans, were in the van ; the main battle was compos- 
ed of 000 Italians and Sicilians, and the rear of jOOO 
Spaniaids. 1 his was the older the little army oblerv- 
ed in its march ; when the people of Gelves, to the 

number 
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number of about 2000, (allied out from behind an hill 
that covered them ; and, milling on with their ufual 
(boats, attacked the vanguard (word in hand. But as 
they had neither horle, nor arquel^ufiers, the knights, 
with one (ingle fire of their muskets, killed a great 
number of them, and foon put all this multitude of 
peafants to flight. Upon this the Cheick, in order to 
prevent his own ruin, and the ravage of the ifland, en- 
tered into a treaty with the viceroy ; delivered up to 
him the keys of the caftle, acknowledged the king of 
Spain for his fovereign, and engaged to pay him tri- 
bute. La Cerda, all in raptures at his fucceis, fell in- 
to extraordinary tranlports of joy. He boafted of his 
being the firft general of his nation, who had made any 
conqueft to enlarge the king his mafter’s dominions, 
fince his acceffion to the crown of Spain ; and, in order 
to preferve luch a monument of his valour, he reiolved 
to build a fort there, in order to curbthe fickle and mu- 
tinous temper of the Moors. This fortrels, according 
to the plan he drew of it, was to be compofed of four 
bullions ; Andrew Gonzaga undertook the building of 
that which looked towards the eaft, as the knights of 
Malta did that which was of the oppofite fide, and 
which lay towards the weft ; the viceroy employed 
the Sicilian troops on that which lay (outhward ; and 
John Andrew Dona, general of the gallies, (et his crew 
to work on the laft, which lay between that of the 
knights of Malta, and that of the viceroy. The fide 
which ran fromtheweft northward, was defended by 
the fea ; and a thick wall, with good ramparts, was 
to enclofe that fide which ran from the north eaft- 
ward. 

The knights, who had brought 2 00 pioneers, made 
a confiderable progrels in their work; but it went on 
heavily in other places, through the greedineft of the 
foldiers, who, meeting with great plenty of wool and 
oil in the ifland, dole off from their work to run it pri- 
vately on fliipboard, being much more plealed with 
this employment than the' laborious one of carrying 
earth and materials for the fort. Befides, both the 

army 
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army and the fleet began to be again infefted with dif* 
tempers, occafioned by the excefFive heats of the cli- 
mate, by the noxious qualities of the air, by the bit- 
tcrnefs of the water, and particularly by their feeding 
on a kind of long-taiied mutton, which proved very 
unwholfome. This threw John Andrew Doria into a 
fit of ficknefs, and proved the death ofQuirico Spino- 
la, and feveral knights ; and fo great a number of 
the men w r ere affti<5ted with fuch a variety of diftem- 
pers, that the commander de Teflieres, general of the 
gallies of the order, was obliged to give the grand 
matter advice of their condition, and to defire his or- 
ders how to a<ft. The grand matter was greatly troubl- 
ed at the ill news; and, as a long experience had made 
him well acquainted with the country, and the feas 
about it, he few with infinite concern, that in cafe the 
viceroy fhould make onger ftay in the ifland, he would 
probably be furprhed by the Turkifh fleet. He wrote 
Teflieres word, that he w^as entirely againft the build- 
ing a fort in fuch a barren place, which lay out of the 
way of all fuccours, and which, moreover, was with- 
out water, or any harbour for veflels to put into. At 
the feme time he difpatched a knight to the king of 
Spain, to acquaint him of the danger to which the 
viceroy expofed his army by his too long ftay in the 
ifland. He gave the like notice to la Cerda, by an 
exprefs which he fent to Africa, fending orders at the 
fame time to the commander de Teflieres, that in cafe 
the viceroy fhould be relolved to carry on his work, 
and ftay in fuch a dangerous poft, he then had no more 
to do but to take his leave, and return immediately 
to Malta, where his troops would be more ferviceable, 
in cafe the Turks fhould think fit to make a diverfion, 
and attack the ifles of the order. A few days after- 
wards he difpatched a lecond exprefs with advice, that 
he had juft received an account of the grand feignior’s 
having fent away forty gallies to relieve Tripoli, which 
he imagined was befieged ; that this fquadron was to 
be reinforced by twenty flips of the corfairs, and, at its 
coming off the coaft of Barbary, was alfo to be joined 
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by twenty-two others, under the command of Dragut ; 
and that there was a body offrefh troops on board the 
fleet, which, upon the junction of thele feveral fqua- 
drons, would be much fu peri or to that of the Chrifti- 
ans, whole foidters, being mod on them in a fickly 
condition, would, for that reafon, fall an eafy prey to 
their enemies. 

' The commander d.e Teflieres, and John Andrew 
Doria, laboured ftrenuoufly to engage the viceroy to 
quit his defign for fo me time of building a fort, ad- 
vifrug him to embark all his troops, and advance to 
meet the fquadron of Conliantinople in the Archipela- 
go, and give the Turks battle before they fhould be 
joined by the gallies of the corfairs ; at the fame time, 
reprefeming to him, that they, after having defeated 
the grand feignior’s fleet, might return into Barbary, 
and lay liege to Tripoli, the reducing of which place 
would lecure that of the ifle of Gelves. But the vice- 
roy was fo prepoflefled by the paffion he had to fnifli 
his work, and to leave a fortrels of his own name in 
Africa, that he was de^f to all remonftrances on this 
fubjedt, and imagined that their advice proceeded only 
from a fecret jealoufy of his glory ; fo that. it was im- 
pofliblefor them to get the better of his obftinacy. The 
commander de Telfleres feeing his ruin unavoidable,, 
andmofl of the knights, foldiers and leamen, in a dying 
condition, took leave of him, and let fail with his. 
troops, in order to return home. He loll in. his par- 
fa ge nine knights more, who died of licknefs ; and he. 
himfelf expired a few days after his arrival; Thegreat- 
efl: part of his foldiers, mariners and flaves, were, lwept. 
away by the mortality ; infomuch, that thofe gallies. 
were not, for a long time after, in a condition to. put 
to lea* 

The grand mafter, having always the fafety of the 
Chriftian fleet at heart, fent three other gallics to Afri- 
ca, to fupply their places, with, a reinforcement of 
frefh troops on board, and manned with a new crew 
of flaves. The chevalier de Maldonat was to com-, 
mandat fea;.and the commanderdcGnimeran was ge^ 

nerai 
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licral of the land forces. This fmall reinforcement ar- 
rived at Gelveson the 27th of April, at the very time 
that two brigantines arrived from the viceroy of Na- 
ples’s lieutenant ; who, fearing left the Turks fhould 
make a defcent in that kingdom, had lent them into 
Africa, to bring back the old Spanifh foldiers, whom 
he thought neceffary for the defence of the country. 
Upon the 10th of May, there arrived another brigan- 
tine from Malta, having the chevalier Hugh de Copo- 
neson board, - whom the grand mafter had fent to Do- 
ria, with advice that the Turkifh fleet, con- 
fifting of eighty-five gallies, had appeared 1560. 
off the coaft of Goza the 7th of that month. 

Doria, who was lick, lent his letters to the viceroy, 
acquainting him at the fame time, that in cafe he did 
not immediately put his troops on board in the night 
time, and before day-break, it would be impofliblefor 
him to elcape the formidable power of the Turks. But 
nothing could remove the viceroy’s infatuation ; who, 
though fie had no longer room to doubt of the arrival 
of the Ottoman fleet, (till flattered himfelf that the ad- 
miral would go fir ft to Tripoli to confer with Dragut, 
and that he, during that interval, would have time 
enough to embark his troops and artillery. Fatal was 
the event of this unfeafbnable obftinacy, the enemy’s 
fleet appearing at day-break, under the command of 
Cara Muftapha ; Piali balha, the grand feignior’s fa- 
vourite, being general of the land forces. When Do- 
ria faw this fleet bearing down upon him in good or- 
der, he cried out; “ Well! the obftinacy of one man 
u has ruined us all : but nevertlielefs, we fhall have 
* c this fatisfa< 5 tion, that we fhall not be vanquilhed 
<c without having forefeen our defeat.” 

The fight of the Turkifh armada threw theChrifti* 
an fleet into a terrible confternation and diforder. The 
mortality had fwept away fuch a number of the feamen 
and foldiers, that the gallies were not half manned ; 
and in this confufion no body confulted any thing but 
his fears : they did not offer at an engagement, and 
^very captain made the beft of his way to get out of 
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the reach of the artillery of the enemy. The Turks 
took twenty gallies, and fourteen great (hips, with their 
crew, and all they had on board ; fome other Chrifli- 
an gallies were detained for want of water, among the 
hanks of land, which they called les Secbes , or the 
Flatts : thele the infidels (manning their boats with 
foldiers) feized on without refinance. The command- 
er de Maldonat feeing all the fleet routed and drfperfed, 
and his own three gallies ptirfued by the enemies, be- 
haved himfelf like a man of bravery and judgment; 
and being as excellent a pilot, as he was a brave offi- 
cer, he worked hisveflfels with fo much art, and with 
fo many feints, that, making as if he would run a- 
ground, he at lad doubled the cape of Sphax, when 
tacking about to the right, he flood out to fea, and 
got fafe to Malta. 

T HF.Turks, feeing no enemy left to difpute the vic- 
tory with them, celebrated it with a difeharge of all 
their artillery, and other public demonffrations of joy* 
refolving to land their troops the next day, to feize up- 
on the ifland, and make Haves of all fuch Chridians as 
fliould be left upon it. Whilfl all the men on board 
their fleet were celebrating their conifueds with fhouts 
and acclamarions, the viceroy, overwhelmed with 
trouble for his defeat, and afliamed and confounded at 
his not having followed Doria s advice, refolved to ap- 
ply to him in this extremity ; and coming to his bed 
fide, where he lay fick, “ Doria, fays he, you who 
“ are the only perfon that has judged wifely on this 
lt occafion, what would you advife me to do ? Sir, 
“ replies Doria, as you are general of the land for- 
u ces, Vs your bufinels to take fuch meafures, as you 
cs fhall think mod cond >cive for their fafety. As for 
u our unhappy fleet, I have taken a refolution to be 
tc put on board a light brigantine this very night, when 
tl I will endeavour to get in the dark through the cne- 
u mies fleet ; and if I fuccecd in my attempt, will ral- 
u ty together as many of our fcattered vefTels as I fhall 

u meet 
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u meet with, when I will fail for Medina, and there 
(< wait for orders from court.” 

The viceroy told him that he Would go along with 
him, and abandon himfelf entirely to his conduct ; and 
though there remained ftill near 5000 men in the fort, 
and other parts of the ifland, he yet chole to delert 
them, and fly, to furvive his difgrace, rather than bury 
himfelf bravely in the ruins of the fort refs. He left 
Alvarez de Sande, an excellent officer, who had gain- 
ed great reputation in the wars of Piedmont, to com- 
mand them, after which he went on board, together 
with fome general officers. By Doria’s skill and 
dexterity, he got clear of the Turkiffi veffels, and, 
touching at Malta, went from thence into Sicily, there 
to conceal his defeat and misfortunes : but thole ef the 
Chriftians, who were left behind in the ifland did not 
end with the rout of the fleet ; for the Turks landing 
their troops and artillery, laid flege to the fort, which 
they battered with 18 pieces of cannon. Had tbefe 
been the only enemies whom de Sande had to oppofe, 
his cafe would not have been fo delperate ; but he, 
during three months that he fuftained the flege with 
invincible courage, had not only men to fight with, 
but alio famine, thirft, and, as it were, all the elements! 
All the water in their citterns was fpent, and there 
was no W’ood left in the fortrefs to drels their victuals. 
The greateft part of the foldiers, chufing rather to de- 
fert than die with thirft, delivered themfelves up to the 
enemy. De Sande feeing his own cannon diflnounted, 
and the fortifications of the place beaten down by that 
of the Turks ; and, moreover, finding himfelf deftitute 
both of wood and water, and the foldiers he had left 
lick, emaciated and in a languilhing condition, refold- 
ed to make a gallant fally, and either open himfelf a 
paflage, or die honourably fword in hand. Then re- 
prefenting to his men that their fafety depended on 
their courage, he put himfelf at their head, and fallied 
out at a time when he thought to furprife the infidels ; 
but the Turks having been informed of his defign by 
fome deferters, were ready to receive him, fo that he 
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was fcarce out of the fort, when he was furroundcd 
on all deles, and overpowered by different bodies of 
troops, who fell upon him. He had not even the fa- 
tisfa&ion of dying in the field, but was taken by the in- 
fidels, and lent to the gallies with the reft of his officers 
and foldiers. The bafiia hereupon took pofleflion of 
the place, but ordered all the fortifications to be demo- 
lifhed, for fear left the Chriftians fhould recover it af- 
ter his departure ; after which, he let out on his return 
to Conftantinople, covered with glory, and leading an 
infinite number of prifoners, together with theChrifti- 
an gallies, in triumph. Near fourteen thoufand men 
perilhed in this unhappy expedition ; who were either 
deftroyed by the fword, or by ficknefs, or el(e carried 
away intoflavery. The Spaniards alone loft 28 gallies 
and 14 {hips of burden, befides thole of the pope, and 
two which belonged to Cofmo duke of Florence. Pe- 
ter Machiavel, who commanded them, faved two o- 
ther gallies at firft ; but meeting afterwards with thir- 
teen Algerine gallies, near the Ifle of Giglio, they 
were forced to run upon the rocks that lye off of the 
ifiand of Corfica. The officers and foldiers however 
faved tbcmfelves afhore ; but the infidels feizedthe hulls 
of the gallics, and fet the crew of fiaves, who were all 
Mahometans, at liberty. 

’Twas about this time that Cofmo duke of Florence, 
in order to fecure himfelf for the future againft their 
incurflons, formed a body of feamen ; and the better to 
engage the officers of it in his intereft, inftituted an or- 
der of knighthood, which ferved afterwards as a nur- 
fery for the knights of Malta. This new order was 
dedicated to pope St. Stephen, whofe feaft is kept on 
the fecond of Auguft, a day that was propitious to this 
prince, and on which his generals had a little before 
defeated the exiles of Florence, at the battle ofMarci- 
ano. Cofmo fettled the great convent of the order at 
Pifa, which he endowed with great revenues, and drew 
up the laws and ftatutes of it himfelf : and, asit might 
be of a dangerous confequence, in a new government, 
to leave a body of gentry under any other authority 

than 
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than his own, he made himfelf the head and grand 
mader of it ; and the princes his Tons, who were three 
in number, were the fird knights of the order. Fran- 
cis, whom he defigned for his fuccefTor, and whom he 
afterwards lent to the court of Spain ; John, who was 
hardly fixteen years of age, when he was made a car- 
dinal ; and Garda, theyonngeft of the three, who was 
a prince of a lavage temper. The two lad had, from 
a fpirit of jealoufy and emulation, which began from 
their cradle, entertained a violent hatred againd one 
another, that they could never be prevailed upon to 
Jay alkie, and which broke out at this time in a very 
x fatal manner. Whild Cofmo, attended with all his 
family, in order to fettle his new body of knights, 
was viliting the ports and maritime places of his do- 
minions, thefe two young princes, quarrelling at a par- 
ty of hunting, which they had made in the foreds near 
GrolTetto, dole oft^ by concert, from their attendants, 
and retired into the middle of a wood, where they 
fought, when Garfia killed the cardinal with a dag- 
ger. This being done, he comes up to the reft of the 
company, and with a very unconcerned air, and as if 
he had only loll his way, asks what was become of 
his brother. As that young prince did not appear, 
and the night was drawing on, his officers difperfed 
themlelves different ways to look for him ; and he 
who was particulary entruded with the care of him, 
after having traverfed all the fored, found him at lad 
lying dead upon the ground, and weltring in his gore; 
upon which he ran with all imaginable fpeed to ac- 
quaintCofmo with thedifmal news. Cofmo immediately 
fufpe&cd the perlon that had given the deadly blow ; 
yet, notwuhdanding his being in the highed trans- 
ports of grief, he dill had command enough over him- 
lelf to didcmble it, ordering the officer to "keep it a 
lecret, and when it was dark, to wrap his foil’s body 
in a carpet, and to bring it into his clolet unleen to 
any one. 

No looner were his orders executed, but he lent for 
Garda, and fliutting his clolet door, asked him what 
Y 2 waa 
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was become of his brother. The young prince, with 
an aflurance very uncommon at his age, anfwered him 
▼ery gravely, that he had loft light of himin the chace, 
in his eager purfuit of the ftag. Cofmo then ordered 
him to lift up the carpet which covered the cardinal's 
body, from whole wounds the blood was ftill gulhing 
out in great abundance. At this fad Ipedhicle, the duke, 
no longer able to ftifte his grief and refentment, cried 
out in a rage, “ Thou wretch, fee there the blood 
“ of thy bi-other, that cries to heaven for vengeance 
“ againft thee! Have I given life to a parricide, who, 
“ by the murder of his brother, has opened to himfelf 
iC a way to alfaflinate his father alio ?” Garlia, in a 
fright, threw himfelf at his fleet, confefled his guilt ; 
and, to lellen the horror of his crime, alledgcd, that 
his brother had attacked him firft, and that he had 
been forced to kill him in his own defence. But Cof- 
mo rejecting this poor excufe, and giving him a furious 
look, Ci I muft, fays he, myfelf revenge the death of 
“ the innocent by the deftrudtion of the guilty, and 
u you muft give back your life to him who gave it 
tc you.” As he was fpeaking thele words, he I’natch- 
ed from him the dagger, with which he had killed 
his brother, and ftabbed him to the heart. They 
were both buried afterwards in a very private man- 
ner ; and, in order to conceal fo difmal a cataftrophe 
from the world, it was given out, that they died at a 
country-houle of a contagious diftemper, which at that 
time raged in Tufcany. Their obfequies were after- 
wards celebrated with great pomp in the cathedral 
church at Florence ; and in the funeral oration, which 
was made on that occafion, the orator, by Cofino’s 
order, affe&ed to expatiate chiefly on the praifes of 
Garlia, purpolely to take away all fufpicion of the mur- 
der. ’Tis in this manner that Monfieur de Thou has 
related this tragical event in the 33 d book of his lnfto- 
ry ; though it is pretended that this fa< 5 t is not menti- 
oned in his firft edition, but that it has been lince in- 
lerted by the publiftiers of the later editions. Eleono- 
ra of Toledo, mother to the young princes, from whom 


John de la Valette Grand Majter. 277 

they could not conceal the circumftances of their death, 
died of grief; but Cofmo, without (inking under the 
weight of his misfortunes, endeavoured to divert the 
thought of them hy a dole application to the affairs of 
government. His great bulineis at this time was to put 
liis new order on a liourifhing footing; and in order 
to make this badge of diftindtion a means of uniiing 
the principal families of Florence in the intereft of his 
houle, this able prince, one of the greateft politicians 
of his age, obtained leave from pope Pius IV. to dif- 
penle his new knights from the obligation of celibacy, 
which was oblerved in the order of Malta ; and even 
fuch as had been twice married bad the favour of be- 
ing admitted into it. He gave them likeways the pri- 
vilege, in default of legitimate ilfue, of bequeathing 
their eftates to their halbards, upon condition, howe- 
ver, that they (hould leave the fourth part thereof to 
the order. His intereft did not allow him to conform 
in all thele points, to the rigour and le verity of the fta- 
tutes oblerved by the knights of Malta ; and he only 
exhorted thole of Sr. Stephen, to imitate them at leaft 
in the valour and zeal which they had (hewed for io 
many ages againft the Turks and infidels. 

’Twas with this view, and for the perfecting them 
in military difcipline, that he ordered the commodores 
of his gallies, whenever they (hould meet thole of Malta, 
to join and keep company with them, and fall by con 
cert upon all luch corlairs as they lliould meet with. 
Purfuant to thele orders, Baccio Martelli knight of St. 
Stephen, being at feawith four Florentine gallies under 
his command, and meeting off of Cape Lupo with Vin- 
cent de Gonzaga, prior of Bari etto, general of the gal- 
lies of the order, who had (even under him, (aluied him 
fit ft, and went on hoard, defil ing leave to follow him : 
he readily obtained his requeft ; and, during all the 
time they were out a cruifing, was exadt in oblerving 
the orders which he gave afterwards to his iubaltern 
officers. The general, with this reinforcement of 
four gallies, finding himfeft at the head of a Iquadron 
of eleven gallies, all well provided, lcoured the Le- 
Y 3 vant 
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▼ant over, refcued a great number of vefTrls that were 
chaced by the infidels, took feveral coi fairs; and, when 
the campaign was over, he parted with the Florentines 
off of Corfu, and returned into the port of Malta ; 
where, agreeable to the fpirit of the order, he was wel- 
comed with greater congratulations for the Chriftian 
vefiels he had defended and refcued, than for thole 
which he had taken from the infidels. 

This was the reafon why the gallies of the order 
were almoft continually at lea. The grand matter 
built likeways two new ones at his own expence, and 
his example was daily followed by the richeft com- 
manders ; they always employing themlelves generouf- 
ly, according to their feveral abilities, in fitting out 
different fquadrons ; fo that the order had never been 
fo powerful atfea as at that time. But nothing ftruck 
the infidels with greater terror, than that thele Iqua- 
drons were commanded by knights of great experi- 
ence, who were grown old in the fervice, and who 
were moft of them qualified to command conliderable 
fleets : fuch were the commander Gozon de Melac, 
general of the gallies of the order ; the commander de 
Guimeran, whom the king of Spain had defired of the 
grand matter to command thole of Sicily ; the com- 
manders deGiou and dTlbeines, and the chevaliers dc 
Thiange and la Motte, all excellent feamen, and of 
great reputation for their valour and experience. But 
among thele feveral officers, there was not any one 
who took fo many prizes, and fo conliderable at the 
fame time, as the commander de Romegas, a knight 
who had followed cruifing from his youth. No body 
was fo well acquainted as he himfelf, with all the 
coatts, the ports, and even the fmallett creeks and bays 
in the Mediteranean ; he was brave and intrepid, 
was fearlefs of danger, and would never fuffer any of- 
ficers or foldiers to be aboard him, that had not as 
much courage and refolution as himlelf. The life 
which he had chiefly fpent at lea, had given him a fa- 
vage look, and he was accufed of treating his prisoners 
with cruelty - 3 but he pretended that he had attted lo on- 
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ly by way of reprifal, and in order to force the cor- 
fairs to treat the Chriftian Haves with more humanity. 
This apology, however, did not entirely remove the 
fufpicion the world had entertained, viz. that he, in 
ufing thefe repr.ifals in that manner, had not commit- 
ted any great violence upon his naiure ; and that his 
temper, which was naturally cruel and violent, had 
perhaps contributed as much to it as his politics. 

Be that as it will, he, at this time, met off of the 
coaft of Sicily, with a large galiot, under the com- 
mand of a famous corfair, Yfuf Conciny by name, a 
Calabrian renegado ; a man, who was the tyrant, or 
rather the executioner of the Chriftian Haves. Of thefe 
he had 200 in his fhip, together with 250 foldiers 
on board. They were pretty near equal in ftrength, 
and the corlairdid not decline the combat; the two gal- 
lies bore down upon one another, and, after firing their 
broad-fides, came to a dole engagement. The fight 
was maintained a long time with equal advantage, fo 
that there was no diftinguifhing which fide would be 
victorious : when at laft, Romegas, enraged at luch 
a long refiftance, put hipfelf at the head of his braveft 
officers, leaped into the galiot (word in hand, and for- 
ced the bend or wale of it. The coriair received him 
with the fame courage, and killed two knights with 
his own hand : happening to fall, by a blow which he 
received, upon one of the rowers benches, the Haves, 
to revenge the ill treatment they had received from 
him, no fooner law Romegas mafter of the vefTd, but 
they handed the coriair from one to another without 
his oppofingit. Every one of them gave him a blow; 
fome were lb furious with revenge, that they tore him 
with their teeth ; there was not one but would have a 
piece of him, fo that before he was got to the laft 
bench, there was fcarce the leaft bit of him left. A 
renegado of Melazzo in Sicily did rot meet with a 
better treatment ; under him, leveral corfairs had fur- 
prized and plundered that little place, carried off fe- 
veral inhabitants of boih (exes ; and, to add la'civ’ouf- 
fiefs to robbery, an infamous wretch, one Marabout 

had 
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had ravifhed Tome young Chiiflian virgins ; of which, 
the gallies of Malta, in conjunft'on with thole of Si- 
cily, having advice, they purified after the pirates, but 
could not come up with them. After this attempt, 
the fquadrons leparated ; and the Makefe gallies being 
lighter than the Sicilian, and their crews frefher, came 
up with the principal galley of the cor fairs, which -had 
the booty and Haves on board. As a Tingle galley, 
which fhould pretend to refill: a whole fijuads on, would 
probably only expofe it/elf to be funk, the infidels 
llruck immediately. The prior of Barlctto, who com- 
manded on this oecafion, let the Chriftian (laves at li- 
berty, put fourfeore Turks to the oar in their Head, 
and brought back toMelazzo the men and women who 
bad been carried off from thence. The people, after 
having made him their acknowledgments in their way 
by great fhouts and rejoicings, defired him to de- 
liver up into their hands the renegado their country- 
man, who had guided the cor fairs, and that inlolent 
fellow Marabout, who bad abufe'd their daughters. 
The prior accordingly gave up the two villians, and 
the mob in a rage did juflice .upon them with their 
own hands, and tore them to pieces in a moment. Ro- 
megas, who was then at fea, gave more favourable 
treatment to a galiion which he met near the ifland of 
Scarpento, an ifland lying between thofe ofCandia and 
Rhodes. This galiion came from Satalia, and was 
commanded by Rais Seid Mahomet Ugly, an officer of 
courage, and who had a great number of brave old foldi- 
ers on board. Romegashad at that time but two gallies, 
Y/hich belonged to the grand mailer ; and the cheva- 
lier de la Motte commanded the lefTer. This knight, 
whole veffel was the lighter of the two, began the en- 
gagement : Romegas coming up, and drawing near 
the galiion, furveyed it carefully, and feeing it well 
provided with artillery, and the deck covered with 
musketeers, he plainly perceived, that in cafe he did 
not change the manner of the attack, it would be im- 
poffihle for ten fuch gallies as thofe which he com- 
manded, to take that (lately veffel; which was fo high, 
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that it looked like a floating cattle in companion of 
the galiies. But as the knights never regarded the 
number and forces of their enemies; and as Romegas’s 
temper was fuch, that he had rather die than that any 
body fhould be able to reproach him juftly with having 
quitted an enterprize he had once engaged in, he refolved 
to cannonade this great carrack at a diftance. Happily 
a calm fucceeded, which hindered it from making any 
way ; and the two galiies, advancing near the gallion 
by the help of their oars, poured a broad-fide into it, 
and made off; and then charging again, returned with 
the fame agility to fire another. Romegas taking his 
advantage of the calm, continued this way of fighting 
fo long, that the gallion after having loft abundance of 
men by his guns and musquetry, was forced to ftrike. 
The knights boarding it, found it was laden with rich 
merchandize : but they had fcarce taken potteflion of 
it when it funk, having received foine fhot in its upper 
works; and all that they could do was to lave the men, 
among whom was a venerble old man, feventy-eight 
years of age, who was fangiac of Grand Cairo ; and 
near 6co perlbns, Turks, Moors, and Negroes, who, 
like him, were all bound for Conftantinople. 

Whilst the knights of Malta were continually ex- 
pofing their lives againft the infidels, the roman catho- 
lic church aflembled in a general council at Trent, 
where its prelates exerted all their zeal and learning to 
oppofe the innovations of jhe proteftants. The grand 
matter was alfo invited tnither, as well as the other 
fovereigns of Chriftendom. This prince, and the coun- 
cil of Malta, deputed the chevaliers de Villegagnon, 
and Royas de Portalrouge, to go thither in quality of 
embaftadors of the order. The former could not 
attend, by reafon of his great age, and a fevere fit 
of ficknefs that feized him ; io that Royas went 
thither alone, who, before he could be admitted, had 
great difficulties to furmount, from the oppofition of 
the body of bifhops, who reprefented, that it was not 
juft, that a private religious, who was but deputy to a 
fociety of lay brothers, fhould have his feat among the 

embaf- 
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embafladors, and as fuch, take place of the bilhops. 
The affair however was made up, and it was agreed, 
that the embaffador of Malta fhould be placed among 
the other embafladors of the Chriftiari princes, without 
prejudice however to the protefts of the epifcopal or- 
der : in confequence of which regulation, Royas was 
admitted in the congregation that was held on the 7th 
of September A. D. 1563. He began his fpeech by an 
apology for the grand matter and council, for their not 
having lent embaffadors fooner to the holy fynod j the 
reafon of which, he faid, was, that the ifland and 
channel of Malta were continually infcttedby corfairs, 
who feemed to be in expectation of the grand feignior's 
fleer, in order to attempt an entire conqueft of the ifl- 
and. He next took notice of the original of the order, 
which, as he faid, had been founded forty years before 
the firft crulade. He next let forth the heroick exploits 
of their ancettors, faying, that if they did not equal 
them at that time, it was owing to the proteftants hav- 
ing feized on fome of their commandries j as well as 
to the roman catholic prelates and princes, who, con- 
trary to the ufage and privileges of the order, often got 
the pope to beftow the richeft priories and commande- 
ries upon them. He entreated the fathers, in the name 
of the whole order, to confider its antiquity, its nobili- 
ry, and the fervicesit had done toChriftendom, during 
a feries of lo many ages, to order the commandries 
which had beenufurped to bereftored, and to provide 
by a decree, that they Ihould not for the future be ever 
enjoyed by any body but the knights, according to 
their leniority ; deliring them at the fame time, to 
pafs a lolemn confirmation of all the privileges that 
had been granted to the order ever fince its foundati- 
on. 

The proCtor anfwered in general terms, and, in the 
name of the council, told him, that the fathers allow- 
ed his excufe for the order, for its having been fo long 
in lending its embafladors ; and that they would 
sot be wanting in the prelervation of the commandries 
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and the privileges of the order, that was fo ufeful to 
the church. 

The embaflador prefented fome memorials to the 
legates of the council, relating to the confirmation of 
the immunities of the order ; and particularly to get a 
decree, to difqualify all perfons, of what dignity foe- 
ver, from enjoying any priories and commandries, till 
after their having made the three vows of their inftitu- 
tion, in the order of St. John of Jerufalem. The le- 
gates durft: not propofe fuch a decree in the congregati- 
on, till fuch time as they had firfl conlulted the pope 
about it, and were acquainted with his intentions. Ac- 
cordingly, they wrote to him upon that fubjeft ; but 
Pius IV. who then fat in the papal chair, and who was 
very vigilant to let nothing pafs in the council that 
might limit his authority, was not ignorant that leveral 
of his predeceflors had claimed a right of collating to 
the priories and commandries which fell vacant at the 
court of Rome, or within their territories ; though in- 
deed feveral other popes had made contrary declarati- 
ons in favour of the order. He therefore wrote back 
to his legates, that the decree for which the grand ma- 
iler was folliciting, did not concern the council, and 
that it was no body’s bufinefs, but his, to make fuch a 
regulation, when he fhould judge proper ; and after 
the breaking up of the council, which had always given 
him a great deal of uneafinels, he entirely forgot the 
knights of Malta, and the continual fervices they were 
doing the Chriflian world, particularly to the people 
who inhabited the coafts of Sicily, Naples, Italy, and 
Spain, the laffc efpecially, who, fince the conclufion 
of the council, had been put in a ftate of fecurity, by 
the fhare the order had in the taking of Gomera deVe- 
lez, a place fituated on the coafl of Barbary, and not 
above forty leagues diftant from Spain. 

This harbour indeed was not capable of holding 
great fhips, but it conftantly fent out a number of fufts 
and galiots 5 and whenever they fitted out more confi- 
derable fquadrons, the king of Fez, their neighbour, 
furnilhed them with foldiers, drawn chiefly out of the 
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mountainous country adjoining ; all of them bold fel- 
lows, and fearlefs of danger, when booty was the prize. 
About a mile from this town lay Pignon de Velez, in 
a little ille, or rather a rock, to which there is no going 
up, but by a way hewn in the rock itfelf ; which is 
divided from the continent by nothing but a very nar- 
row channel, that ferves for a kind of port to it, and 
which can hold no more than ten or twelve little vef- 
fels at mod, This fort was a great fecurity to thecor- 
fairs, who, whenever they were purfued, uled to re- 
tire thither, as the cannon of the place kept their 
enemies at a diflance. The king of Spain had made an 
unfuccelsful attempt upon it the year before ; but re- 
fuming the fame delign this year, he aflembled all his 
naval forces i after which he wrote in very prefling 
terms to the grand mailer, and to feveral princes of 
Italy his allies, deliring them to join their gallies with 
his. With thele leverai fquadrons he made up a llrong 
fleet, the command of which he gave to Don Garlia 
de Toledo, viceroy of Catalonia, who had the directi- 
on of the enterprile. This general let fail from the 
port of Malaga on the 10th of Augull, with a favour- 
able wind, and, arriving in two days on the coafl of 
Barbary, landed his troops and artillery without any 
oppolition. The van-guard was compofed of Spanilh 
troops and the knights of Malta ; the Portugueze and 
Italians made the main body ; and the Germans were 
put in the rear. The Chrillian army marching in good 
order, advanced up to the town of Gomera, which 
was not above fix miles from the place of their land- 
ing. The Chrillian general, in order to cut off all 
communication between this town and the garrifon of 
Pignon, and to prevent their receiving any fuccours 
from thence, refolved to begin his enterprile with the 
flege of that place. Gomera, like moll of the inland 
towns of Barbary, was without any fortifications, and 
lay between two hills. The inhabitants had abandon- 
ed it upon the approach of the Chriftians, and were 
fled with what they could carry off into the fallnelTes 
of the mountains. Garlia taking advantage of their 

con- 
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condensation, feized upon the town ; and fortifying 
his camp with lines and good redoubts, he railed a 
battery of fix’gi*eat cannon upon an adjacent hill, which 
played upon the fort for a whole day together ; at the 
lame time that the gallies of Malta, and a great galli- 
on battered it fo furioufly from the (ea,that a large pan- 
nel of the wall, and part of the tower, or plat-form, 
were demolifhed. The governor in a fright, feeing 
no fuccours appear, refolved to abandon the place, and 
fly away with his family, and his mod condderable ef- 
fects. He had a little skiff or boat to carry them, 
which was hid at the foot of the rock ; but fearing led* 
the garrifon fhould either flop him, or offer to follow 
3iim,he told them that he was going to raife the moun- 
taineers, that he would put himfelf at their head, and 
would either lofe his life in the attempt, or force the 
Chridians to raife the fiege, meantime the garrifon, 
which confided only of thirty men, feeing no effect of 
bis promifes, and not troubling themfelves about de- 
fending a place, which had been deferted by its go- 
vernor, confulted only their own fafety. Such fbldl- 
ers as could fwim got to fhore at as great a didance as 
poflible from the Chridian camp ; and fuch as could 
not opened the gates, and furrendered up the fort* 
Thus a place, which was looked upon as impregnable, 
and which the year before bad held out againd all the 
forces of Spain, was taken in a few days; this viftory 
was as much owing to the cowardice of the govern- 
or, as to the valour and capacity of the Chridian gene- 
ral. 

The noife of this conqued gave a terrible alarm to 
all the corfairs of Barbary, who carried the news to 
Condantinople, where they romplained about it to 
"Solyrnan; to whom they reprefented, that as the Spa- 
niards were maders of Goletia. i'ignon do. Velez, and 
Tunis, they kept all the coad of Barbary, as it were, 
in chains. Solyman dignified to them, that he would 
break them in a little time; and, as they infomed him 
that the Maltefe gallies had greatly contributed to the 
reducingof the place, he refolved, in order to Iecure the 
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liberty of Barbary, to begin by the conqueft of the 1 He 
of Malta ; and from that time, without communicating his 
tlefign to any body but his minifters, he made prepar- 
ations with all poflible fecrecy, for the fitting out of a 
ftrong naval force ; the efl'edts of which were felt 
in the following year. Another fine prize, which 
the knights took a little after, railed the grand feignior’s 
refentment to the higheft pitch, and made him more 
eager in fitting out his armada. After the taking of 
Pignon de Velez, the five gallies of the order, com- 
manded by general de Giou, and the grand mailer’s 
two gallies, under the particular command of Romegas, 
joining together, and cruifing in company, met between 
the iflands ofZante and Cephalonia, with a ftrong gal- 
lion, laden with thericheft commodities of the eaft, and 
mounted with twenty large brafs cannon, and a great 
number of a lefter fize, having a body of good officers of 
artillery, and above 200 janizaries on board, all of them 
excellent arquebufiers. This veffel was commanded by 
rais or captain Bairan-Ogli, and belonged to the kiflir- 
aga, chief of the black eunuchs of the feraglio. This 
eunuch was the minifter of his mailer’s plealures, and 
the guardian of thole young ladies and beauties who 
were relerved for his ufe, leveral of whom had a fiiare 
in the gallion. General Giou, feeing himfelf at the 
head of a Iquadron of /even gallies, firft fired a cannon 
without hall, to make the captain of the veflel bring 
to ; but the Turks anfwered him with a ball, and im- 
mediately hoifted up their flag, and all their colours, by 
way of defiance, and as a declaration of their being re- 
lblved to fight. 

General Giou, and the commander Romegas, 
finding there was no likelihood of their taking the vef- 
fel but bv force of arms, agreed to attack it firft them- 
felves ; that after they had poured in their broad-fides 
as dole as poflible, the two commodores ffiould be re- 
lieved by two other gallies, and thele again by the 
three laft, fio as to make a continual fire without any 
intermiffion. But this order of battle was ill oblerved, 
from the jealoufy and emulation of the two generals, 
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who, forgetting tbeir firfl agreement of acting together 
in concert, each drove to engrols the whole honour of 
the vi<flcry to himfelf. De Giou’s galley corning up 
under the Hern of this great velfel, was covered in a 
moment with fire-works ; the knights and foldiers 
were plied warmly with volleys of Hones and musket- 
fhot : and the cannon, loaded with cartridges, made 
fuch havock amongft them, that the general was for- 
ced to remove to fome didance. Romegas, on his fide, 
attacked the gallion with his ufual intrepidity ; but a 
ball, which was (hot from it, demolifhed the wale of 
his galley, and killed two and twenty of his men ; and 
by another, twenty more of them were forced to leap in- 
to the lea. Romegas, fearing he fhould be funk by a 
great cannon which he faw was levelled to take him be- 
twixt wind and water, thought proper, though fore 
againfl his will, to retire further off ; after which, the 
two next gallies advanced in their turn, and in concert 
fell upon the gallion, each on its fide, and poured in 
fuch a terrible fire, that they killed and difabled feve- 
ral of the janizaries : but thofe brave fellows, who 
were part of a body of troops, in which the chief force 
of the Turkilh empire confids, fought on withthe fame 
intrepidity. The three laft gallies were then forced to 
advance to the fnccour of the red ; and the two com- 
modores, getting their gallies in readinefs, returned to 
the engagment with new fury. The battle lafted five 
whole hours before any judgment could be formed of 
the ilTue of it ; and, notwithllanding the great bravery 
of the knights, they would perhaps have been forced to 
retire with lols, had the Turks been able to make ule 
of all tbeir artillery. But unfortunately for them, their 
bed pieces, by the avarice of the merchants, were en- 
cumbered among the bales of goods, fo that they were 
of no ..ufe to them ; and the gallies making aYuperior 
fire, the knights at lad boarded the veiled, and made 
themfelves mailer of it. The viftory was bloody ; for 
above fixdorc Chridians, either knights or foldiers, lod 
their lives in it : among the former, thofe chiefly re- 
greted were la Fondc, a Provencal ; Berzet an Italian, 
Z 2 and 
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and Pacieco a Spaniard ; Anthony Fernandes, PofTelin 
and Diego d’lneftrofa were mortally wounded, and 
died a few days afterwards at Saragofla : Fernando 
Ruis de Correali, Ernand de Zuniga, Jerom Caraffa, 
a Neapolitan, and a great many more, were wounded in 
this long and obftinate engagement. The Turks, be- 
etles their wounded, loll: four/core janizaries, and fe - 
veral officers ; particularly an engineer, who, by his 
courage and skill in pointing the cannon, had con- 
tributed more to their making this gallant defence, than 
even the captain of the gullion hhnfclf. 

This capture made a greater nolle atConftantinoplc, 
efpecially in the ieraglio, than the lofs of an impor- 
tant place would have done. The killir-aga, and the 
odalichi, or favourites of the grand feignior, who had 
(lures in it, threw themlclves at the lulran’s feet, and 
entreated him to revenge them on the knights. Soly- 
nun, looking upon this capture as an infult offered to 
his own houfhold, lwore by his head, that he would 
extirpate the order ; and in order to comfort the 
ladies, and the killir-aga, for their lofs, he indemnified 
them by making them rich prelents out of his own cof- 
fers. The greateft part of his officers, and the Ma- 
hometan priefts, entered into his relent ment ; and the 
mufti, their chicf^ reprefented to him in a private au- 
dience, that as all mufulmen were obliged to go once 
in their lives to vi fit their prophet’s tomb, it would be 
irnpoffible for his European fubje&s to difeharge that 
duty any longer, without expofing themfelves to be 
taken by the Chriflian corfairs ; that Malta was croud- 
ed wuh Turkifh Haves ; and that a prince, who had lo 
high a len:e of religion, and whom providence had 
railed to lo eminent a degree of power, ought to fcruple 
the leaving To great a number of the faithful in flavery, 
and expoled to the danger of changing their religion. 
The kiflir-aga, who was more incenfed than any body 
cl c, and who carried on all this intrigue, in order to 
determine the grand feignior to lay afide all other en- 
terprifes, and to fall upon the ifland of Malta, engag- 
ed the iman, or preacher of the principal mof^ue, cun- 
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tangly to infinuate adifco.irfe upon that fijbjedt into his 
fermon. Solyman, who was a religious prince, going 
thither the Friday following, which is the Turkifh fab- 
bath, this orator, under the pretence of treating of the 
charity which oughtto be (hewn to the poor and wretch- 
ed, introduced himlelf by deploring the diigrace and 
wretched (late of thole mufulmen who were in ifiavery 
among the Chriftians. He did this at fir ft in general 
terms ; then, dired\ing his dilcourle to the grand ic ig«* 
nior, he, after extolling his valour, his con-juefts, and 
the mildneis of his government, in fuch a manner as 
they juftly deferved. added, th.it there was nothing 
wanting to complete his glory but only the deliver- 
ing of fuch a great number of unhappy mufulmen, as 
had been deprived of their fortunes and liberty by the 
Maltefe. He afterwards entered into the particulars of 
all their captures, of which, Yis probable, they had 
furnifhed him with an exadt account ; and Ihewed, that 
their rovers bad, within the laft five years, taken up- 
wards of fifty veffels laden with the richeft commodi- 
ties of the eafl ; not to mention the feluccas, brigan- 
tines, gallies, and galiots employed in the cruifing ler- 
vice : “ thele veffels, lays he to him, together with 
c ' their cargoes and the men on board, have been all 
€i feized by thofe mercilefs corfairs ; and nothing, Sir, 
i( but your invincible fword can refcue fo many poor 
(i creatures out of flavery : the fon calls upon you to 
“ reftore him his father, and the wife her husband or 
(C her children : all, all arxpedt fiom your juftice and 
6C power, the vengeance which is due to their cruel 
u enemies.” 

Such a bold and pathetic difcourfe, raifed a con- 
fufed murmuring in the congregation, which at laO; 
broke out into loud complaints, contrary to what is 
generally pradtifcd in their mofques, where a. profound 
filence is always obferved. Solyman feemed furprifed 
and troubled at this unufual incident ; but being told 
the reafon of it, he, in order to quiet the people, lignt- 
fied to them by his grand vizier, that they fhould have 
their revenge and fatisfadfon in a little time ; and ac- 
^ 3 cojuingly 
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cordingly went out of the mofque fully refolved, in cafe 
he was not prevented by the Hungarian war, to fall 
with all his forces upon Malta. 

So lyman had for a long time been warmly folli- 
cited to undertake this enterprife by HafTan bafha, the 
viceroy of Algiers, fon and fucceflorto the famous Bar- 
baroffa ; and byDragut, governor of Tripoli. T Both 
of thefe had frequently remonfirated to him, parti- 
cularly fince the taking ofPignon de Velez, that the 
Chriflians, unlefs.fome remedy fhould be fallen up- 
on, would infallibly make themfelvcs mailers of all the 
coall of Barbary; that folong as Malta fhould continue 
in the hands of the knights, it would be impollible to 
fend out any reinforcements to them, or for them to 
receive any from their refpe&ive governments, with- 
out running a great hazard of their being intercepted ; 
and that this illand, which was no more than a rock, 
was the only barrier that braved his power, and which, 
by the privateers and fquadrons that it fent out, was 
continually interrupting the communication of Barbary 
Yv'ith Alia and the ifles of the Archipelago. 

So lyman was fenfible of the importance of this 
conquefl: ; but as it might be attended with difficulties, 
he, like a prudent and wife prince, would not engage 
in it till fuch time as he had confulted his principal ge- 
nerals. For this purpofe, he, according to the Turkiih 
cuflom, held a great council of war on horfeback in 
the open field. The firft thing debated in it was the 
neceffity they were under of driving the knights out 
of an ifland, where they difhtrbed the commerce of the 
grand feignior’s fubjedls, and interrupted the pilgri- 
mages to Mecca and Medina. They agreed, that their 
religion, as well as the date, were equally interefled 
in their extirpation. After this, the next point exa- 
mined was the means of putting this project in exe- 
cution. 

The grcatefl part of the bafhas, who guefled at the 
fultan’s inclinations, like true courtiers, told him that 
the conquetl of the iile of Rhodes, might affure him of 

luccefs 
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fuccels in the enterprile of Malta ; that the knights, 
whom they called a pack of rafcally corfairs, would never 
be able to hold out againft themoft inconliderablepart 
of the forces of his empire ; and that he had no more 
to do than to /end the gallies of Algiers and Tripoli, 
With a body of troops, to feize on iome forts, which 
thofe rovers had built for the lecurity of the ports and 
coafts of the ifland. 

Aly, one ofDragut’s lieutenants, whom he had 
lent on purpofe to Conftantinople, was pre/ent at this 
council, and reprefented in the name of his general, 
that in cafe they fhould make their firffc attempt by be- 
lieging Malta, there was no doubt but the knights 
would receive confiderable fuccours from Goletta, Pig- 
non de Velez, and from the Moors of Tunis, who 
were va/Tals to the crown of Caftile, and enemies to 
the Turki/h government; that Dragut was of opinion, 
they fhould open the campaign with the lieges of Go- 
letta, and Pignon de Velez ; and that when they lliould 
have cleared the coaft of Barbary of the Chriftians, and 
reduced the inhabitants of the country, they then 
might employ the grand feignior’s troops the year fol- 
lowing in befieging Malta. Mahomet, the mod: anti- 
ent of all the badias, an old experienced general, who 
was afterwards advanced to the dignity of grand vizier 
was entirely againft the enterprife of Malta ; and, be- 
lides the reafons which Dragut’s agent had alledged, 
he urged, that there was a great difference between the 
ide of Rhodes and that of Malta ; that the former was 
fituated in the midft of his territories, at a great didance 
from Europe, and out of the way of all fuccour from 
the Chriftians ; and as its foil afforded plenty of corn 
and pafture,it eadly furni/hed fubfiftence for his army: 
whereas, on the contrary, as Malta lay near Sicily, it 
could receive fuccours from thence every moment, and 
that the king of Spain, who confidered it as the bul- 
wark of his Italian dominions, would not fail to em- 
ploy all his forces to relieve it ; that molt of the Chri- 
llian princes would enter into the war, out of a prin- 
ciple of religion ; that they would meet with nothing 
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in Malta, but a deep barren rock, without either corn 
or pafture ground, and a body of brave knights to de- 
fend it, who were all refolded to die in the fpot, rather 
than furrender ; and that, even fuppofing they fhould 
take it, they yet ought to be fure of getting fubfiftence 
for the army, whiift they fiiould be repairing the old 
fortifications, and making new ones ; that they had 
reafon to be apprehenfive of a new crufade, and a 
league between the princes of Chrittendom, who, in 
that cafe, would be able to fend a numerous fleet in the 
fpring with frefli troops on board, to block up the 
Turkilh veflels in the ifle of Malta ; and that it would 
redound much more to the grand feignior’s glory, and 
be more advantageous to his empire, to employ his 
troops in Hungary, or to attempt the conqueft of Italy ; 
nor indeed could he do better than to begin with Sici- 
ly ; which being reduced, Malta would fall of courle 
into his hands ; and that after all, without his engag- 
ing in fuch a difficult enterprize as that propofed a- 
gatnft the knights of St. John, they might cafily pro- 
vide for the lecurity of the merchants of the fultan’s 
empire, and the pilgrims, who went out of devotion 
to Mahomet’s tornb, by fending out convoys along 
with them. 

Mot wit hst an ding the folidity of thefe reafons, 
Solyman, who was eafily wrought upon by motives 
of confidence, and who, moreover, was touched with 
the complaints and tears of his favourites, declared 
himfelf for the enterprife of Malta : the hopes too of 
raffing his glory might probably have determined him 
to undertake it ; and that after driving the knights out 
of Rhodes, and the other ifles of the Archipelago, 
which depended on it, and the cattles and lands they 
poflTcfTed upon the continent of Afia Minor, he might 
have flittered himfelf, that the conqueft of Malta would 
make his name famous, and his power formidable in 
Europe and Africa. Whatever might be his motives, 
he fent exprefs orders over all his empire for equipping 
all the (hips and gallics that could be found in his 
ports fit for the lea fervice. Uluchialy, a Calabrian 
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renegado, brought him leveral from Alexandria ; the 
governor of Rhodes furnilhed what gallies he had ; 
and Hafian and Dragut, bafhas or viceroys of Algiers 
and Tripoli, were ordered to join the Ottoman fleet, 
with all the corfairs of Barbary, as foon as they fliould 
bear of its arrival before Malta. Whilfl thefe prepa- 
rations were carrying on, he lent fome able engineers 
thither in the habit of fifhermen, who, under pretence 
of throwing their lines into the ditches, and felling 
their fifh in the town, viewed the fortifications, and 
the height of the walls, and took an exaCt plan of 
the place, which the grand ieignior laid before his ge- 
nerals. 

Our of thefe he made choice of two to head this 
expedition ; viz. Pialy and Muflapha. Although Pl- 
ains extraction was unknown, he yet had a great fhare 
in this prince’s favour, who had married him to one 
of his grand-children. Solyman, returning from his 
firft campaign in Hungary, and after the taking of Bel- 
grade, had found him in fwadling clothes, lying upon 
a plough-fhare, where probably his mother had left 
him in her fright at the march of the army. The grand 
ieignior, who diverted himlelf with hunting on the 
road, gave oiders that he fhould be brought to him, 
and, finding in his features, which were not yet formed, 
fomething that pleafed him, he took care to give him 
a good education ; and, after he had paffed gradually 
through all the polls of his army, he gave him one of 
his grand-daughters. He made him likeways balha of 
the lea, and as fuch he had the general command of the 
fleet on this occafion. 

Mustapha, who had acquired Solyman’s elleem 
and confidence by leveral conliderable victories which 
he had gained, was appointed general of the land- 
forces. He was an old officer, aged threefcore and 
five; was harlh and fevere in command, cruel and 
bloody to all luch enemies as fell into his bands ; and, 
particularly, was not alhamed to glory in breaking his 
word and oath with the Chriflians. Solyman, who 
had an equal confidence in both thefe generals, recom- 
mended 
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mended to them to live in good underftanding with one 
another, to ad always in concert, and above all, not 
to attempt any thing without firft confulting Dragut, 
whom he confidered not only as a (worn enemy to the 
knights, but as the greateft teaman he had then in his 
empire. 

The fitting out fuch numbers of fhips and gallies, 
the marching of troops from all quarters to the ports of 
the Morea, and the various motions which were made 
all over the Ottoman empire, gave great uneafinefs to 
thofe Chriftian princes, whole territories lay near thole 
of the grand feignior j though they were ignorant at 
the lame time where the ftorm would fall. Some pre- 
tended that this armada was deligned againlt the fort 
of Goletta, which was the key of the kingdom, and 
particularly of the city of Tunis ; or elfe againlt Pig- 
non de Velez, which likeways opened an entrance in- 
to the kingdom of Algiers ; others ilifpeded, that this 
enterprife was intended againlt Malta only ; and this 
opinion was confirmed by various letters that camefrom 
the Levant. In this uncertainty, the king of Spain, be- 
ing particularly interefted in the prelervation and de- 
fence of Malta, as it ferved for a bulwark to Sicily, or- 
dered the viceroy Don Garfia de Toledo to pals by 
Malta in his way to Goletto, and confer about it vVith 
the grand mailer. They communicated to each other 
all the different advices they had received, and agreed, 
in cafe of an attack, to alTift one another with all their 
forces ; and as the grand mailer reprefented to him 
the want he fhould be in both of com and foldiers, in 
cafe he fhould be forced to fuflain a fiegc, the viceroy 
promifed, upon his return into Sicily, to fend him a 
confiderable quantity, with two companies of Spanifh 
foldiers ; and, in the mean time, left one of his ions 
with him, as it were in hoftage, for the performance 
of his v/ord, who afterwards took the habit of the or- 
der. 

He was but juft gone from Malta, when frefh ad- 
vices arrived from fome trufty Ipies, whom the grand 
mafter kept at Couftantinople : by their letters they 

allured 
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affured him, that the Turks would infallibly open the 
campaign with the (lege of Malta, and, that after re- 
ducing the whole ifland, which Solyman took for 
granted, he had given orders to his generals to go in- 
to Africa, and employ all his forces to drive out the 
Spaniards from thence. 

The grand mader was not in the lead daunted at 
the news ; however, he communicated it to the coun- 
cil of the order, and, by their confent, lent a general 
fummons to all the knights who were difperfed up and 
down the different provinces of C bride ndom, to repair 
forthwith to Malta. The agents whom the order em- 
ployed in Italy levied a body of 2000 foot, and the 
viceroy of Sicily fent the two Spanifh companies he 
had promifed him. The fhips and gallies of the or- 
der were, till the beginning of the fiege, continually 
employed in tranfporting arms, powder, ammunition 
and provifions to Malta ; and the knights were daily 
arriving there in confiderable numbers, eager to dil- 
charge the obligations of their profeflion, to fignalize 
their zeal and courage againd the infidels. 

La Valette made mod of thefe knights captains 
and officers, who, by his order, difciplined the inha- 
bitants of the towns and country, and formed them 
into new companies of folcfiers fit for fervice ; the 
greated part of them being good arquebufiers, and there 
being very few. among them but what had been out a 
cruifing, and ferved on board the gallies of the or- 
der. Theie companies made up a body of 4000 foot 5 
the grand mader didributed them info different pods, 
where there was occafion for them ; and that he might 
not omit anything which might poffibly contribute to 
his defence, he fcnt copies of the letters he had receiv- 
ed from Condantinople to the pope, and to mod of 
the Chridian princes, to reprefent to them the danger 
with which the order was threatned, and to defire 
them to fend fuccours to the knights, who wanted 
them only, to make head againd the formidable ene- 
my of all Chndendom. Pius IV. who then fat upon 
the papal throne, paid in a fum of 10,000 crowns to 
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Cambian, the Maltele emballador at Rome. Nothin* 
was to be got from France, which was at this time 
weakned with inteftine wars and divifions ; but the 
king of Spain, out of fear left the Turks fhould ad- 
vance Co near Sicily, refolved to employ all his forces 
to keep them at a diftance. He wrote to his minifters 
in Italy, and to feveral princes of that nation, his allies, 
to form immediately a body of 20, coo foot, which 
fhor.ld be ready to embark upon the firft accounts of 
the defigns of the infidels ; and, by the fame exprefs, 
he ordered the viceroy of Sicily to take as much care 
for the defence of Malta, as he would ufe for the pre- 
fervation of Sicily itlelf. 

The viceroy, perluaded that in the anxiety the 
grand mafter mult needs be in, the giving him affurance 
that he would, lend him fuccours, would be in a manner 
the fame as if he actually lent them him, imparted to 
him the orders he had received from the court of Ma- 
drid. The grand mafter could not help being plealed 
with fuch fine pro miles ; however, he did not depend 
upon them fo far, as to negleft preparing himfelf to 
fuftain all the efforts of the formidable power of the 
Turks, with the forces of the order only. The perils 
which he forefaw were inevitable, ferved only to in* 
Ipire him with greater bravery : he was informed with 
a refblution that wasfuperior to all events; his natural 
courage had inlpired him with a noble indifference for 
life ; he had paffed fucceffively through all the em- 
ployments of the order, and this gradual rife to new 
dignities had always been the teftimony and recoin- 
pence of the many memorable a&ions, which at laft 
railed him to the dignity of grand mafter. 

Such was brother John de Ja Valette, whofe cha- 
ra&er will be better known by the relation of the fiege 
of Malta, than by all that could be laid before hand, 
of that magnanimity and courage, which diftinguifhed 
him in the midft of the greateft dangers. Purfuant to 
the general fummons, and in obedience to his orders, 
upwards of fix hundred knights were already arrived 
at Malta, moft of them attended with domcftics, who 

were 


John de la Valette Grand M after . 27 j 

were brave in their perfons, and who afterwards prov- 
ed good foldiers. Such commanders as could not leave 
their provinces, by reafon of their age or infirmities, 
not. being able to go thither in perfon, generoufly lent 
the bed part of their effetds to Malta ; and lome ‘old 
priors were ordered by the grand mailer to day in Ita- 
ly, in the kingdom of Naples, and about the perlon of 
the viceroy of Sicily, in order to haden the drccours he 
had promiled, and to forward the embarkation of lome 
French, Spanilh, and German knights, who were not 
yet *et out from their refpedtive provinces. The grand 
mailer received them all with that pleafure which a 
good father feels upon feeing his children again, and 
had taken care to p/ovide lodgings and fubfidence for 
them beforehand. In ail the vail variety, as well as im- 
portance, of the lev era 1 affairs he had to manage, no- 
thing was able to dilconcert him; he would himlelfbe 
acquainted with every fingle circumdance, and enter- 
ed into the minuted particularities ; he diftharged, at 
the lame time, the offices of loldter, captain, officer of 
the artillery, overleer of the lick, and engineer ; with 
the fame hand that he traced out a new fortificabon, he 
aded the pioneer in throwing up the ground ; he was 
ever in motion, and in feveral places, as it were, at the 
fame time; now he was among the workmen, the next 
moment he was vlfiting the magazines, and then im- 
mediately at the infirmary, bufying himlclf in relieving 
the lick. Upon lome freffi letters he received from 
different places, confirming the former accounts that 
had been lent him, relating to the defign the Turks 
had upon Malta, he alfemhled the knights who were 
then in the convent, in order to acquaint them with 
their contents ; nor did he, on this occafion, either 
lellen the greatnels of the danger to which they were 
expo ed, or the uncertainty of the luccour with which 
they had been flattered. “ A formidable army, (lays 
*' he to them, with an heroic boldnels,) and an infi- 
u nhe multitude of Barbarians, are coming to thunder 
“ down upon us ; they are, my brethren, enemies to 
" Jefus Chrilt ; it is our bufinels to Hand up manfully 
VOL. IV. A a “in 
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<c in defence of the faith ; and if the gofpel mud fub- 
“ mit to the alcoran, God, on this occafion, demands 
€i hack of us a life which we have already devoted to 
ec him by our profeffion ; thrice happy they who (hall 
c< fird tall a lacrificeto fo good a caufe. But in order 
iC to make ourfelves worthy of that honour, let us go, 
“ my brethren, to the altar, there to renew our vows, 
cc and partake of the bleffed facraments, and let the 
cc blood of the faviour of mankind infpireus with fuch 
“ a noble contempt of death, as can alone make us 
(C invincible. ” 

He fet forwardsatthe fame time towards the church, 
attended by all his knights, where the holy facrament 
was at that time expofed. Not a knight among them 
all but was zealous to follow the grand matter's ex- 
ample ; they employed that and the following days in 
going to confeflion, and in partaking of the bleffed eu- 
charid ; and they all rofe from the lord’s table like 
new men. By their partaking of that drengthening 
food, all their weakneffes were repaired, all dividons, 
all private refentments, were now laid afide ; and, 
what was dill more difficult, they broke off all their 
tender engagements, fo dear to the heart of man. From 
that day they left off all correfpondence with perlons 
of a different fex, how innocent foever it might be; 
they were dead to all views of intered or ambition ; 
the certain danger to which they were expofed, and 
the confideration of death, which was in a manner un- 
avoidable, had revived in them a contempt of life, and 
all the other virtues of their predecelfors ; they all em- 
braced each other with that tendernefs, which charity 
infpires, and proteded that they would lofe the lad 
drop of their blood in the defence of their religion and 
altars. 

The grand mader was overjoyed to find them in 
this excellent difpofition ; and, in order not to be pre- 
vented, and furprifed by the enemy, he refolved to aA 
fign every language the pods which they were to de- 
fend. For the better underdanding of this didribudon 
of the feveral employments, and of the atdions which 
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happened in feveral parts of the llland , it may not per- 
haps be improper, notwithftanding our having already 
given fome account of the (ituation of Malta, in the 
foregoing book, to give a more particular one in this 
place. 

Malta is an ifland fituated between Sicily and A- 
frica, in the 39th degree of longitude, and the 35th of 
latitude. It is the moll: louthern ifle in Europe, lying 
about fixty miles from cape Paflaro, and two hundred 
and feventy from Tripoli in Africa. Its circumference 
is fixty miles, its length twenty, and its breadth about 
twelve. It is wafhed on the eaft by the lea, which 
lies towards the ifland of Candia; it has the little illes 
or rocks of Pantalorea, Linofa, and Lampaduia on 
the weft ; Sicily on the north , and the kingdom of 
Tunis on the fouth. On the fouth coaft towards Tri- 
poli, nothing is to be feen but great rocks, without 
either roads or ports but we meet eaftward wiih the 
road of Marza-Seala ; and turning back on the right 
towards the fouth-weft, we find another road or creek 
called Marza-Sirocco, capable of holding leveral vef- 
fels. In going ftill forward, towards the fouth-weft, 
we meet with two large bays, the one called Antife- 
ga, and the other Mufiarro ; and at the extremity of 
the ifland, on that fide weftward, there is a creek very 
proper for fliips to ride in, called Meleca, which is di- 
vided from the ifle of Goza by a channel about four 
miles over. In the midft of this channel lie the little 
ifles of Comino and Cominote. If we coaft along the 
ifland, when we come to that part of it which lies 
over againft Sicily, we meet with the road of St. Paul, 
fo called, becaufe the fhip in which that apoftle was 
carried prifoner to Rome, was driven thither by a 
ftormj and the road of St. George, which looks towards 
the North, is not far from that of St. Paul." Laftly, 
as we go on towards that part of the ifland, which lies 
dire&ly oppofite to cape Paflaro, we meet with two 
large ports, one of which lying on the left is called 
Marza Mulct, or port Mufet ; in the middle whereof 
lies a fmall ifland, near which all fhips coining from 
A a 2 the. 
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trie Levant, or fufpedled places, are obliged to perforin 
quarantine ; the other is called barely Marza, or the 
great port, and lies towards the eaft. 

These two ports are feparated by a narrow flip of 
land, upon which the prior of Capua, as was before 
obferved, built the fort of St. Elmo, to defend the 
entrance of them both. In the great port there are 
two narrow flips of land, parallel to each other, which 
run out into the Jfea in the form of two fingers, and are 
of a much greater length than breadth. The caflle of 
St. Angelo was built on the extremity of that which 
lies nearefl the mouth ofthe harbour, and was the on* 
ly fort that was on the ifland at the time when the 
1 : nights took p oiled! on of it. The grand mailer de 
rifle-Atlam had fortified it with new ramparts, baflions, 
and ditches ; it had likeways been fupplied with cif- 
terns, anarfenal, and magazines. This caflle had, ever 
fince that time, been the refidence of the grand mailers; 
but in this jim<fture, la Valette took up his lodging in 
the town, the better to have an opportunity of lending 
fuccours to all places where there might beoccafion. 
What they call II Borga, was a little town lying be- 
hind the caflle of St. Angelo, wherein the whole bo- 
dy of the convent had fettled itfclf. 

We have already obierved, that upon the point of 
the other narrow flip of land or rock, which runs out 
into the great port, and which lies upon the left hand, 
they had built a fort with a town ; and that it was cal- 
led the ifle of La Sangle, after the name of the grand 
mailer who fortified it ; though it was in reality no 
more than a peninfula. Between this town and the 
caflle of St. Angelo, lay the port for the gallies, which 
was fhut up every night with a great iron chain, that 
reached from the platform, at the foot of the caflle of 
St. Angelo, to the point of the ifle de la Sangle, where 
it was fattened with a large anchor, and wasiupported 
and carried crofs the water by empty casks and beams 
of timber laid crofs-ways at certain diflances. In fine, 
behind this port de la Sangle, there was another, for 
fuch foreign fhips as reforted to the ifland, either for 
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the fake of commerce, or that were forced to put in 
for fear of the coi fairs. I fhall wave faying any thing 
in this place about the Notable city , the capital of the 
i/land, which I have already mentioned in the forego- 
ing hook ; and fhall only obferve. that it lies about fk 
or feven miles from the two great ports above menti- 
oned, which, in ail probability, was the reaion of its 
not being fh ft attacked, as the other places and forts of 
the ifland were. * 

Such was its fituation, which we have de/cri bed, 
only in order to enable the reader to foirn the better 
judgment of what paffed duiing the courie of the fiege- 
The grand mailer, before the enemy appeared, was 
defirous of knowing exactly whar troops he had ro op- 
pole the infidels, in order to difLibute them afterwards 
into the places and forts that fhould be attacked. Ac- 
cordingly he made a gencial review, and found that 
they confided of about 700 knights, belides ferving 
brothers, and 8^00 men, who were either ioldiers of 
the gallies, and foreign troops in the le.vice of tile or- 
der, or elfe townfmcn and pea.ants, who had been 
formed into companies All the languages undertook 
to defend the leveral pods that fhould be aifigned them, 
and the Ioldiers and militia vvere divided among them. 
The three languages of France had the g^ardofthe 
town, the mod impoitant place of the ifland ; and as 
it was of a large extent, they were joined by part of the 
language of Cadde. 

The admiral de Monte, with all the knights of the 
language of Italy, undertook to defend the ille de la 
Sangle. The language of Arragon, which compre- 
hended the knights of that kingdom, and thole of the 
provinces of Catalonia and Navarre, took up all the 
quarter of the gate of Pormola, w ith the phnform of 
earih adjoining to it. The language of England, part 
ot that of Cadile, w’ith the Portuguefe and German 
knights, were polled upon the mole toward?* the town, 
and extended themfelves as far as the ditch cf the cable 
of St. Angelo. The commander Gai zeranros, a Ca- 
talonian, was put with fifty knights, and five hundred 
-A a 3 excel- 
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excellent foldiers in the caftle; and the chevalier Mef- 
guita, a Portuguefe, in the Notable city , which, being 
a poft of great confluence, they gave him, over and 
above the ordinary garrifon, five companies of the 
country militia, under the command of the command- 
er Vagnon. The commander Romegas, fo famous for 
his captures, and fo terrible in the Mediterranean, un- 
dertook, with the foldiers of his gallies, to defend the 
entrance of the great port ; and the commander Gui- 
ral, a Caflilian, and excellently well skilled in the ma- 
nagement of the artillery, railed a battery of nine can- 
non, to play upon the enemy, in cafe they fhould at- 
tempt to, break the chain that barred up the port where 
the gallies lay. The fort of St. Elmo had generally 
no more than fixty foldiers garrifoned in it, under the 
command of the chevalier Broglio, an old Piedmontefe 
officer; but before the enemy appeared, the command- 
er Deguarras, bailiff of Negrepont, was thrown into it 
with fixty knights ; and the grand mafter, knowing the 
importance of that poll, put likeways into it a com- 
pany of Spanifh foot, commanded by the chevalier 
John de la Cerda. The cruelties and havock the Turks 
had made in the ifle of Goza, before their going upon 
the expedition of Tripoli, made feveral knights of the 
council propofe the demolifhing of the caftle, in order 
to prevent its falling a fecond time into the hands of 
the infidels. But la Valette oppofed it, and was of 
opinion, that they ought rather to augment the garri- 
lon ; maintaining, that it were to be wifhed the ene- 
my would firft fall upon thole feparate forts, before 
they attacked the town and caftle of St. Angelo, where 
the convent and the ftrength of the order redded ; and 
that they would have juft fo much time as they fhould 
employ in it, to wait for the coming of the fuccours 
which they were promiled ; and that in cafe the_re- 
mote pofts could but hold out till the end of September, 
the Turks would hardly be able to keep the lea dur- 
ing that tempeftuous feafon. He added, the better to 
enforce his opinion, that as the caftle of Goza, tlteuVa- 
table city , and the caftle of St. Angelo, were all feat- 
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ed upon hills, which were pretty near of the fame 
height, and which lay not far from one another, it 
would not be difficult, in cafe the Turkiffi fleet fliould 
keep the mouth of the two ports blocked up, as un- 
doubtedly they would, to make flgnals from theie 
caftles, and to advertife the order of all that palled at 
fea, efpecially when the fuccours fliould becoming up. 
He concluded by declaring, that they fliould imme- 
diately fend a governor to Goza ; that they fliould 
make choice of a man of relolate courage for that pur- 
pole, who fliould be capable of refilling the enemy 
as long as poffible, and who, rather than fubmit to a 
capitulation, fliould facrifice his life for the prefervati- 
on of his order. All the council readily aflented to the 
grand mailer’s opinion ; and, however dangerous that 
poll might be, there was fuch a noble emulation among 
the knights, that there was not an old officer but made 
great i mere A to procure it forhimfelf, or at leaft to ferve 
under the perfon who fliould be nominated to it. The 
grand mailer and council at lalt pitched upon the che- 
valier Torreglias, a Majorcan, whofe valour and intre- 
pidity, which had been tried on many occafions, had 
jullly qualified him for that employment. 

Besides thefe various difpofitions, the commander 
Copier, of the language of Auvergne, and grand mar- 
flial of the order, an old officer, was appointed to ob- 
ferve the fleet of the enemy, and to oppole their de- 
feents as far as lay in his power ; to regulate his moti- 
ons by theirs; and, when they fliould land, to fall up- 
on fuch as fliould Araggle from the main body of their 
army. He, in order to put thefe defigns in execution, 
took with him a good number of knights, together 
with two hundred illanders on horfeback, and a body 
of fix hundred foot ; with thefe he coalled along the 
fea-lhore, in all thofe places where a delcefit feemed 
moll pra&icable. 

Such wife precautions were very neceflary againfl 
fo formidable a power as that of the Turks ; but the 
main fecurity of the ifland lay in the grand mailer’s pre- 
fa: ce, who always appearing with an air of tranquilli- 
ty; 
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ty, and the fame intrepid look, infpired an heroic 
confidence into the knights and (oldiers. He was con- 
tinually viftting the feveral pods, fortifying thofe places 
which he thought weakeft, telling each commander 
the motions he was to make in ca:e of an attack, and 
the places to which he fhould fuccdlively retire, in 
ca;e of his being forced out of his pod ; and when- 
ever he came, he left an impreifion of his courage, 
that rendered his knights and ioldiers invincible. 

At / length the Turkiih fleet appeared oif of Malta 
on the 1 8th of May. It confided of 159 veflUs wiih 
oars, as well galiies as galliots, having 30,000 land- 
forces on board, composed of janizaties, fpahi’s, and 
the braved foldiers of the Ouoman empire. The fleet 
was followed by a confiderable number of fh'psuf bur- 
den, laden with the heavy artillery, the hones ot the 
fpahi’s, and the ammunition and provifion* for the for- 
ces. The chief pilot failed half a mile before die red 
of the fleet, in order to view the coad, and to find a 
fafe place for to put in at, and made an attempt to 
bring it into a creek or road called ALirza Sirocco , 
which lies on the cadern llde of the iflund. Bat a 
Greek and Levant wind blowing at that time, he did 
not think proper to put in there ; but firing two can- 
non-lhot to give notieethat they were not to dop there, 
he kept on his way, palled with all the fleet between 
the iflund of Malta and the rock of Korfola, and about 
funfet the Turks came to an anchor at the entrance of 
the creek or bay of Mugiarro. The marfhal Copier, at 
the head of 200 knights, and a thoufand arquebufiers, 
advanced with as much diligence as poflible, to oppofe 
their defcent ; but the Turk* fh admiral, detaching five 
and thirty galiies of his rear guard with 3000 men on 
board, in the night time, they landed without any op- 
pofition in the road of St. f home* s , called by others 
the Pert de I'Echelle : on which occafion it may not 
be improper to obferve, that though mod hidorians 
dignify the creeks and bays which are in this iflund 
wiih the title of ports, yet they are generally, if we 
except the great port, and port Mullet, no more but fo 

many 
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many roads, which are at mod fheltered only from the 
land-winds. 

Whilst the Turks were in the bay of Mugiarro, 
the chevalier de la Riviere planted himlelf with twelve 
knights in ambulh behind lome old rubbifh, in hopes 
of lurprizing lome enemy who might be tempted to 
come afliore. A Portuguese knight, who had been 
fent on the fame fide to get intelligence, discovering 
la Riviere, and advancing towards him, received a 
musket-ball from a party of Turks who lay concealed 
in the neighbouring rocks, and died upon the (pot. La 
Riviere, imagining he was only wounded, ran imme- 
diately to a (lid him; but the Turks firing another vol- 
ley, dffperled this little convoy r and, having killed his 
horfe, came up, and took him priioner. They carried 
him immediately to the general, who examined him a- 
bout the difpofition of the grand mafter and of the 
knights, and the number and condition of their forces. 
La Riviere anfwered, that the knights were all to a 
man refolved to lofe the laft drop of their blood in the 
defence of an ifiand, which they confidered as their 
country ; that all the forts were manned with ftrong 
garrifons, and well provided with ammunition and 
provifions ; and that they expected from all the Chri- 
ftian princes of Europe a ftrong fleet* either to give 
him battle, or force him to retreat. The Turkilh ge- 
neral, looking upon this difeourfe as a kind of bravado 
in bis priioner, commanded him to be put to the rack, 
in order to extort from him a more particular account 
of the date of the ifiand. The knight bore the tor- 
ture for a long time with an heroic conftancy ; but, at 
laft, as if he had been overcome by the rigour of the 
torments he luffered, he, affecting an ingenious air, 
owned to Muftapha, that if Malta was to be taken, it 
could only be at the poft of Caftile, which he laid was 
the worft fortified in the whole town, and indeed in the 
whole ifiand* 

The bnlha relying on the fincerity of a confeffion 
drawn from him, as he imagined, by the violence of 
the torture, refolved to begin the flege of the town in 

that 
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that quarter : but as he had a mind to reconnoitre the 
place himfelf before his engaging in the attempt, he 
lent the chevalier de la Riviere loaded with irons on 
board a galley defigned for the pri Toners. The wind 
changing, all the fleet weighed anchor the night fol- 
lowing, and with the lanthorns lighted flood for the 
bay ofMarza Sirocco, where the army landed early in 
the morning in good order. The firft thing the general 
did was to order the building of two redoubts on each 
fide at the entrance of this large bay ; after which, he 
put a good number of foldiers in them, and provided 
them with artillery for the fecurity of his (hips, as well 
as to keep the Chriflian fleet at a diflance. The Turkifh 
army advanced afterwards higher up into the country, 
and encamped near a village called St. Catharine. 
Ivluflapha, in order to take a view of the fituation of 
the town, the caflle of St. Angelo, and other forts, - 
took fome engineers with him, and went up an hill 
called Mont Calcara , from whence he had a profpedt 
of almofl the whole ifland. He obliged the chevalier 
de la Riviere his prifoner to follow him, whom he 
commanded to point out to him the forts of St. Elmo 
and la Sangle, the caflle of St. Angelo and the town, 
and to give him likewifean exadl account of the fortifi- 
cations in every place, and the number of troops that 
were polled in them. The chevalier did not fail to 
make them twice as many as they were ; but the bafha 
at length asking him which was the pod of Caflile, 
which he had reprefented as the weakefl in the whole 
iflaud, he had no fooner fhewn it him, but Muflapha 
feeing it fortified with a large bulwark, a ravelin and 
cafemates at the bottom and in the ditch, was prelent- 
ly convinced that la Riviere had impofed upon him, and 
had only pointed out that pla^e to him in order to 
make him mifearry in his enterprize ; this put him in- 
to fuch a rage, that he gave him a blow with his cane, 
after which the foldiers of his guard knocked him on. 
the head. 

Whilst this cruel feene was adling upon Mont 
Calcara, the Turkifh army ipreading it felf over the 

country, 
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country, fet fire to the villages, murdered the peafants, 
and carried off the cattle which they had neglected to 
fecure in time within the fortified places. The mar- 
fhal Copier was all this while obferving the enemy nar- 
rowly, and whenever any of them happened to draggle 
from the main body for the fake of plunder, he fell 
upon them, and either cut them to pieces or took them 
prifoners ; lo that he, on two or three occafions, and 
indifferent skirmifhes, killed above 1 500 of their men, 
without lofing above fourfeore of his own, among 
whom the chevalier d’Elbene, of an illuftrious family 
in Florence, who was killed with a musket-ball, after 
having fignalized himfelf in thefe private rencounters, 
was particularly regreted. 

The grand matter permitted at firft his foldiers to 
engage in thefe skirmifhes with the Turks, in order to 
enter them as it were, and to a'ccuftom them to their 
looks and fhouts; but as the refult of thefe rencounters 
decided nothing, and that the leaft lofs on his fide 
would have been more prejudicial to him afterwards, 
than the killing of a much greater number of Turks 
could be of advantage, he recalled all his troops, and 
fent them back to their refpedtive pods, judicioufly re- 
ferving them for the defence of fuch forts as fhould be 
attacked. 

The next day theTurks held a great council of war, 
in order to confider of the place where they fhould be- 
gin their attack. Admiral Piali, purfuant to the grand 
feignior’s orders, was for attempting nothing till the 
arrival of Dragut, who was daily expedled ; but the 
bafha, who was unealy at what the chevalier de la Ri- 
viere had told him concerning the fuccours that were 
preparing, maintained, that they, before they thought 
of conquering, ought,without lofing a moment of time, 
to take their meafures fo well, as to prevent their being 
furprifed or vanquished themfelves ; that in cafe the 
Chriftian army fhould come fuddenly upon them, the 
grand feignior’s fleet would be blocked up in the creek 
in which it lay, and that fuppofing they fhould have 
nothing of that nature to fear, it yet was not lecured 

from 
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from eaflerly winds ; and therefore his opinion was, 
that they, without any further delay, fhould immedi- 
ately lay fiege to the fort of St. Elmo ; which, accord- 
ing to his calculation, could not hold out above five or 
fix days ; urging further, that they, by the taking of 
it, would become matters of the port of Marza-Muzet, 
which was large enough to hold all their fleet ; when 
this being once iecured, they fhould go on with more 
confidence to attack the other forts and places of the 
ifland. This advice was carried by a plurality of votes; 
and accordingly the fiege of fort St Elmo was relolved 
upon. 

This fort, as we have already obferved, was feat- 
ed on the point of a rock, at the extremity of a narrow 
piece of land, which divides the two ports. It had 
been built by the prior of Capua; but he had made it 
too fmall ; and whether it were, that the order was 
not at that time able to defray the expences neceffary 
for making it larger and more regular, or that the 
prior, at his placing it on the point of a rock, hadcon- 
fideredit only with refpedt to the lea, and the ufe that 
might be made of its batteries for defending ihe en- 
trance of the harbour, the event fhewed, that he had 
not enough reflefted upon providing for its lecurity on 
the land-fide, he having built it in a place where the 
ground was fo very ftrait and narrow, that there was 
no making any out works, or adding the necefTary 
fortifications to it. However, as the ifland is one 
continual rock, and only covered over in fome places 
with a ftony foil, two or three foot in depth, the 
Turkifh engineers forefaw, that the opening and 
ca- rying on of their trenches, would be a tedious and 
difficult work, and the rather, becaufe the fort was 
well fupplied with artillery, and likewile that it would 
be impoflible for them to hinder the grand matter from 
fending fuccours to it in light barks, by the way of 
port Muzet, and his relieving and changing the garri- 
fbn from time to time. What made their anxiety tt’ll 
greater was, that the viceroy of Sicily gav® out, tno* 
with much more oftentation than real effetf, that he 

would 
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Would appear very Toon before Malta, with the fleet of 
the king his m after, in order to fight that of the fultan, 
and give battle to his forces. 

But the Turkifh general, who was an excellent of- 
ficer, not any way difcouraged by thefe difficulties, re- 
folved to purfue his defign. For this purpofe, he firft 
went to take a view of the place himfelf, after which, 
he brought on his troops, invefted it on the Jand-fide, 
and marked out the fpot for His camp, and the feveral 
places where he would have his batteries erecfted. 
Hereupon his troops fet to work about opening the 
trenches, and making their approaches : the bafiia was 
lavifh of the lives of his pioneers ; and, notwithftanding 
the continual fire of the place, and the hardnefs of the 
rock upon which the fort was built, they at laft 
covered themfclves in fome places, and in others, where 
they could not cut the rock, he made them raife para- 
pets, which ferved inftead of trenches, they being 
made with thick planks and beams, fluffed behind with 
earth, which they fetched at a great diftance, and 
afterwards moiftened ; and, to cement it together, they 
mixed it with rufh and ftraw, and by that means form- 
ed a kind of wall which covered the foldiers. 

The Turks likewife, by help of the oxen they had 
taken in the ifiand, carried their cannon as far as Mont 
St. Elmo ; and, after railing their platforms, gabions 
and fheds/the bafha, on the 24th of May, began to fire 
from a battery of ten cannon, which carried a ball of 
fourfcore pound weight. Befides thefe cannon, he 
had two culverins that were fixty pounders, and a 
bafilic, or great cannon, of a prodigious fize, which 
Vis pretended fired ftone-bullets of 160 pound weight. 
This artillery made a dreadful fire; and though it was 
anfwered by that of the place, neverthelefs, as the fort 
was fmall and narrow, there was fcarce a fliot but beat 
down fome part of its works and defences. The infi- 
dels ftill increafed their batteries ; fo that the bailiff of 
Negrepont, who commanded in it, faw plain enough, 
that it would foon be ruined by fuch a continual fire ; 
and that as the fortifications would he beat down, it 
Vot.IV. Bb would 
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would be impoflible for him to preferve the fort, but 
by the number and courage of the garrilbn. 

With this notion, he fent the chevalier la Cerda 
to defire a reinforcement from the grand matter j and, 
in order to obtain it, that knight, vvhofe fear made 
him eloquent, greatly exaggerated the danger the place 
was in. The grand matter feemed furprifed at it ; and 
what heightened his indignation againft him was, his 
being fo imprudent as to tell him in the prelencc of 
a great number of knights, that he mutt not expedfc that 
a place, which was fo weak, could pofTibly be tenable 
above a week longer. t( Pray what lo(s have you fuf- 
Ci tained, (replies the grand matter) that you cry out 
<( in this manner for fuccours ? Sir, anttvered la Cerda, 
ec the cattle is to be confidered as a lick perfon redu- 
“ ced exceeding low, who cannot pofTibly be fupport- 
€( ed, but by continual remedies and cordials. I my- 
“ felf (fays the grand matter, with a fecret indignation) 
<( will be the phyfician,and will take others with me, 

who, if they cannot prevail fo far as to cure you 

of your fear, their bravery at leaft fhall prevent 
<e the infidels from making themfelves matters of the 
“ cattle.” 

La Valette indeed did not flatter himfelf fo far, 
as to imagine it would be pottible to hold out fo 
weak a place, for any confiderahle time, againft the 
continual attacks of the Turks $ he was in reality con- 
cerned, from the bottom of his heart, at the dangers to 
which the knights in that poft were expofed : but as 
the fafety of the whole ifland depended on the length 
of the fiege, and that a brave defence was neceffaiy, 
in order to allow the viceroy of Sicily time to advance 
to his fuccour, he refolved to throw himfelf into the 
fort, and there bury himfelf, rather than fee it loft: by 
a weak defence, and an over-hafty capitulation, which 
would enable the infidels to attack the town and the 
cattle of St. Angelo, the laft refource the knights and 
the order would have left. LaValette was preparing to 
lead this fuccour into the fort ; but the council, and 
all the convent in general, oppofed it $ when immedi- 
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ately fo great a number of knights offered themfelves, 
and preded to be lent on this coinmidion, that the on- 
ly trouble was, whom to make choice of for that pur- 
pofe. The officers, whom the grand mailer, pitched 
upon to lead this reinforcement, were the chevaliers 
Gongales de Medran, and la Motte, who enteied the 
fort at the head of the companies of foot undei their 
command. Several knights got leave to go along with 
them; and hiftorians have tranlmitted to ns the name 
of one John de Sola, a Navarrefe, a ferving brother, 
and a brave foldier, who carried feveral others along 
with him, whom heinfpired with the fame intrepidity and 
refolution as hitnfeif ; they all, like him, bravely lnfing 
their lives in one attack or other. Their places were 
afterwards fupplied by feveral knights of different na- 
tions ; viz. Englifh, French, Flemings, and Ger- 
mans, who, by reafon of the diflance of their refpedtive 
provinces, did not arrive in Sicily, till after the Turks 
were landed at Malta, and that the caftle of St. Elmo 
was beGeged. The greateft part of them were fo im- 
patient to (hare with their brethren in the perils of 
the Gege, that they would not flay for a convoy, but 
got into light barks, and filed off, one after another, as 
opportunities offered. Upon their landing at the town, 
they defired the grand mafter to give them leave to 
throw themfelves intq the fort that was attacked ; when 
being gratified in their requefl, they immediately got 
into boats, that had neither mads nor fails; and, for fear 
of being difeovered, eroded port Muzet,andgot into the 
fort beGeged. The grand mafter, to favour their paf- 
fage, was continually cannonading the camp of the e- 
r.emy from the caftle of St. Angelo, which flood upon 
an eminence. A cannon-ball fired from thence, falling 
into the trenches, flruck upon a large (lone, and fhat- 
tered it to pieces ; one of the fhivers chanced to hit ad- 
miral Piali, as he was, vifiting the works, and wound- 
ed him dangeroudy. His foldiers thought he was kill- 
ed; and the grand mafter, obierving the army anddeet 
were prodigioudy alarmed at this accident, he, in or- 
der to draw fome advantage from the confudon they 
B b 2 were 
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were in, thought it a proper opportunity for the fend- 
ing out a veirel to prefs the coining up of the Sicilian 
liiccours, and prevent the lofs of the fort : accordingly 
he difpatched the chevalier de la Valette Cornuflfon, 
his nephew, and the commander Salvago, a Genoefe, 
to the viceroy in the night, to beg him to lofe no time 
in advancing with the reinforcements which the king 
his mafter had promifed ; and to fend him at the fame 
time two gallies of the order, which were returned 
from cruifing, and were at Medina, and likewife all 
the knights that had rendevouzed there, who, by the 
help of the Spanifh fleet, might find an opportunity of 
getting into the harbour. The commander dc la Va- 
leite delivered him at the fame time, a particular me- 
morial, with refpeft to the courfe which it would be 
proper for the Chriftian fleet to hold, with a copy of 
the fignals to - be made on both fides, either at Goza, 
or in the adjoining roads that were proper for landing. 
The viceroy immediately fent an exprefs, to allure him 
of a fpeedy reinforcement, and that he would fhip it off 
by the 15th of June at fartheft, defiring him in the 
mean time to he always fupplying the fort of St. Elmo 
with frefh troops, in order to prevent the Turks from 
getting pofTefllon of it. The grand mafler, to encou- 
rage the garrilon, acquainted them with the news he had 
received from the viceroy; The chevalier deMedran, 
who led the laft reinforcement that had been fent thi- 
ther, made a fally to retard the approaches of theTurks; 
fell into their trenches, furpriled them, and by the 
help of the artillery of the caftle, which was continual- 
ly firing upon them, he at firft cut to pieces all that 
flood in his way. But the T urks, recovering from their 
furprife, rallied in great numbers, charged again, and, 
after an obftinate engagement, recovered their trenches, 
and forced the Chriftians to retire into the fort. Un- 
happily for the Chriftians, the wind blew very ftrong, 
and drove back the fmoke of the artillery, which ga- 
thered like a thick cloud over the counterfcarp. The 
Turks, aflifted by this obfeurity, feized upon it unper- 
ceived, where they made a lodgment with trees, beams, 

wool- 
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wool-facks, and gabions, which they had inreadinefc/ 
and at the fame time railed a battery upon it. 

As Toon as the fmoke was blown off, the foldiers 
in the fort were ftrangely furprized to fee Turkifh co- 
lours planted upon the counterfcarp ; and the infidels, 
beginning to play from thence upon the ravelin, which, 
not being of a due height, was expofed to the fire of 
their fmall arms, fo that not a man of the befieged 
could (hew his head, but he was immediately killed 
by the janizaries, who were excellent marks-men : for 
which reafon, captain de la Cerda propofed the under- 
miningand blowingof it up, for fear, as he faid, left the 
infidels fhould make a lodgment in that advanced work* 
But they rejected this advice, which did not much 
redound to his honour, as they fufpe&ed it was given 
by a man, who was unealy at the fight of danger, and 
who did not value what became of the fiege, provided 
he could but fee it at an end. 

Whilst the Chriftians and infidels were thus con- 
tinually engaged, Uluchialy a renegado, a famous cor- 
fair, joined the Turkifh fleet with fix gallies, which 
he had brought from Alexandria, having 900 land-forces 
on board ; and a few days after, Dragut viceroy of 
Tripoli came up with 1600 more, on board thirteen 
gallies and two galliots. We have already oblerved, 
that the grand feignior had fo high an efteem for his 
valour and capacity, that he had given exprefs orders 
to his generals, both by fea and land, not to undertake 
any thing without his advice. His perlonal merit, and 
particularly the credit he had at the porte, was the oc- 
cafion of their receiving him with a Jalvo of all the 
artillery, and the higheft marks of deference and di- 
ftintfion ; and, as loon as he was landed, he went to 
vifit the camp, and the principal places of the ifland. 

Whatever mealures he might keep with the ge- 
nerals with relpettt to civility, he yet could not help 
difcovering that he disapproved their having begun the 
enterprize with the fiege of fort St. Elmo. He pretend- 
ed, that they ought firft to have attacked the cattle of 
Goza, and afterwards the Notable city } which fupplied' 
B b 3 the 
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the town and the caftle of St. Angelo with provifions ; 
alledging, that they, by the taking of thofe places, 
would not only have cutoff the breads that fed the red 
of the ifland, but, which was of much greater confe- 
rence, would have (lopped up all the avenues by 
which the Chriftians pretended to throw fuccours into 
the ifland. 

The bafha, though inverted with the pofl of gene- 
ral, was neverthelefs afraid of the cor fair’s credit ; and 
therefore reprefented to him, that they, in order to 
fecure the grand feignior’s fleet from the violence of the 
winds, and from being furprifed by the Chriftian for- 
ces, had been obliged to begin with attacking the fort, 
as the taking of it would open them a paffage into 
port Muzet ; that however the fiege was not fo far ad- 
vanced but they might raife it, and tranfportthe army to 
Goza, or inveft he city, if he thought proper. t( That 
would not be an improper ftep,repliedDragut, if things 
had not been carried to too great lengths ; but after 
u opening of the trenches, and attackingthefort for fe- 
(i veral days, there will be no railing the fiege without 
4t expofing his highneis’s glory, and perhaps dilheartn- 
66 ing the foldiers.” His opinion therefore was, that 
they fhould employ all theforces of the army in order 
to go through the enterprize with honour ; and as a 
proof that the liberty he had taken of (peaking his fenti- 
mentsdidnot arife from any mean envy and a fpirit of 
malignity, the common vice of courtiers, he, from the 
moment it was refolved that they fhould continue the 
fiege, employed himftlf in it with as much courage 
and afliduity as if he had been anfwerable for its fuc- 
cefs. No general officer fcarce ever fhe wed greater in- 
trepidity : he ipent whole days together in the trenches 
and on the batteries. He was m after of a great many 
talents, but was particularly skilled in the management 
and direction of the artillery, in which no one excell- 
ed him ; this had been his lirft profeffion, as has been 
already oh ei ved in the foregoing book : by his orders, 
they, on the ffift of June, railed a fecond battery paral- 
lel to the firlt, but which was nearer the fort j and. 
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in order to keep up a continual fire, they played fuc- 
ceffively one after another upon a cavalier that covered 
the fort. He like wife planted four cannon towards 
port Muzet, to batter it on that fide, and two others 
on the cou liter fear p, which fhot downwards into the 
ditch, and played upon the calemate ; and moreover, 
lent four culverins from his gallies to the point at the 
entrance of port Muzet, which ever fince that time has 
been called Cape Dragat , or Dragut’s point, where 
he planted them in order to batter the Hank of the ra- 
velin and the cavalier, and all the weftern-lide of the 
fort. 

The Tufkifh musketeers firing continually upon the 
ravelin, their engineers Tallied out of the trenches un- 
der the cover of the fire, and advanced openly with 
great refolution to the foot of the ravelin, in order to 
view the effedf of their batteries, without meeting with 
the lead oppolition. Whether it were that the cen- 
tinel was kiHed or aHeep on his poll, or whether it 
was the fault of the officers in not going the rounds 
themfelves, but leaving it to the common loldiers, no 
one appeared, or offered to difturb them, fo that thele 
engineers viewed the ravelin at their leifure, and ob- 
fervedthat there was no going from the cavalier to that 
outwork, but by akindof bridge made of a few planks. 
They likewile diicovered a port' hole for cannon made 
fo very low, that one of the engineers getting upon 
another’s fhoulders, looked through it, and law the 
Chriftian loldiers lying care'elsly extended on the 
ground and fall afleep. Thele made their report ; and a 
body of the Turks foon advanced, who, clapping their 
ladders to the ravelin, got into it by the port-hole, and 
cut mod of the Chrillians to pieces : thole who awoke 
firll, leeing fuch a number of enemies about them, took 
to their heels ; and leveral, to avoid falling by the 
Turkifh fabres, threw themfelves headlong from the 
bridge into the ditch. The Turks purfued their ad- 
vantage, and leaped upon the bridge, in order to get 
into the cavalier, but were (lopped by the ferjeant-ma- 
jor Guerara, who, upon hearing the noiie, had run 

thither 
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thither with lome foldiers. He was foon fuftained by 
the chevaliers de Vcrcoyran and de Medi an, who came 
up with their companies, as did the bailiff of Negre- 
pont at the head of leveral knights. They now fought 
on a more equal foot, and the Turks were prefent- 
ly repulfed; and as the ravelin had no defence on the 
fide next the cavalier and the fort, the Chriftians level- 
led two cannon to play upon.it, which, as it made fome 
havock among the infidels, gave the Chriftians room 
to hope that they fhould recover it. But Muftapha or- 
dered feveral detachments of foot to advance, who, 
not valuing the fire, threw themfelves into the ravelin, 
and the pioneers coming up with wool-lacks, gabi- 
ons, fafeines, and planks, they made a lodgment, and 
all the efforts of the Chriftians could not drive them 
out. 

The Turks did not flop here; but feeing the bailiff 
and the knights retire into the cavalier, by a way that 
led up to it from the bottom of the ditch, they with a 
boldnefs which the hopes of vidlory infpired them 
with, threw themfelves into it fword in hand, and pur- 
fued them with an eagernefs which nothing could ftop 
but the artillery of the fort, and a fhowerof fire- works, 
ftones, musket and cannon fhot, which made fuch 
(laughter among them, that they were forced to give 
over the purfuit, and retire out of the ditch* ’Tis 
faid, however, that they, after rallying again, and re- 
ceiving a frefh reinforcement, returned into it a fecond 
time, by a breach which was made in the counterfcarp ; 
and, clapping their ladders to the fort, they mounted in 
ihoals, and with fuch intrepidity and resolution, that 
it would have been hard to judge of thefuccefs of this 
laft attack, had not their ladders by good luck proved 
too fhort. In fine, they were at laft forced to aban- 
don them, but not without lofing abundance of men ; 
this engagment, which lafted from day-break till noon, 
coft them, as we are told, near 9000 of the braveft 
troops in their army. The order likewife, befides the 
lofs of the ravelin, had twenty of its knights and near 
an hundred foldiers killed. The bailiff of Negrepont, 

the 
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the ferjeant-major Guerara, the chevalier Adorne, and 
la Roche Perura, a young Caftilian knight, were 
wounded. Hiftorians relate, that the chevalier Abel 
de Bridiers of la Gardampe being (hot in the body, 
with a muskct-ball, and lome of his brother knights 
offering to help him, and carry him to a place where 
he might have his wound dreffed, he, after having 
thanked them for their offer, laid, c ‘ Don’t trouble 
<c yourfelves about me, I am a dead man ; your care 
<e will be better employed in the defence of our furviv- 
" ing brethren.” After which, he crawled to the 
chapel of the fort, and, commending his foul to God, 
expired before the altar, where he was found dead. 
The wounded were by the grand matter’s leave carried 
in the night-time to the town, in order to their being 
looked after ; and an hundred men were lent the fame 
way to fupply their places, under the command of the 
chevalier Vagnon. The artillery of the fort, and the 
batteries of the cattle of St. Angelo and the ifle de la 
Sangle, were very ferviceable in fe curing their paffage ; 
and though the Turks had planted two cannon on the 
top of the grotto of Alicata, which played upon that 
part where there was entrance into the fort, and that 
the janizaries, who were excellent arquebuliers, and 
who ufed muskets of a large bore, that carried at a 
great diftance, were continually firing upon the fhorc 
that lay neareft to the fort ; they, neverthelefs, had not 
yet been able to cut off this communication, nor hinder 
the paifage of the little reinforcements, which the grand 
matter lent thither. 

’Twas with great concern that he, upon the return 
of the wounded, received the particulars of the lofs of 
the ravelin, and the leveral circumftances in this laft 
engagement ; nor was his indignation lefs, to fee that 
la Cerda, under pretence of a flight wound, -the marks 
of which were fcarcely vifible, had put himfelf in the 
number of the wounded. This cowardice, the like of 
which had never been known before in the order, was 
a fcnlible affliction to la Vallette ; and though he 
pitied his weaknefs ; he neverthelefs had him arretted 
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and Tent to prifbn ; a punifhment dill too mild for a 
man, who, during the whole time of the fiege, had 
ufed all the cunning and addrefs he was mafter of, on- 
ly to get out of the way of danger. 

The bailiff of Negrepont, and the commander Bro- 
glio, had leave fent them by the grand mafter to return 
to the convent ; but they, though wounded, and very 
antient, refufed it with great refolution, and anfwer- 
cd, that they only defired leave to lofe their lives in 
their pofts, and die in the bed of honour. Thefe ve- 
nerable knights, whofe faces were burnt and disfigured 
by the heat of the fun, were always under arms, and 
never ftirred from thofe places where there was moft 
clanger ; and though they were almoft worn out with 
old age, they neverthelefs laboured in carrying earth 
to thofe places that flood in need of being fortified, 
and were continually lending a helping hand to the 
other knights ; fiome of whom, by reafon of the nar- 
rownefs of the place, were continually wounded. No- 
thing was there feen but cripples, arms hanging in 
flings, and mangled limbs that had been fhot off, and 
which lay fcattered up and down for want of their 
having had time to bury them ; and neverthelefs, thefe 
men, the greateft part of whom had but half of them- 
felves left, ftill preferved their courage entire, did fer- 
vice about the artillery, crawled to the breaches, and 
appeared with intrepidity in all places. 

The grand mafter fent them from time to time all 
the reinforcements the place could contain; but as 
there was fcarce a day in which the continual fire of 
the enemy did not deftroy a confiderable number of 
the knights and foldiers, he fent off a bark in the night- 
time for Sicily, with letters to the viceroy, by which 
he acquainted him with the extremity to which the 
fort was reduced, and expreffed his furprife at his not 
having yet attempted to fend back the two gallies of 
the order to Malta, with the knights who waited on- 
ly for that opportunity, in order to repair to their r ef- 
pedlive pofts, as their duty required ; he likeways de- 
fired him to fend an immediate reinforcement of ai 
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thoufand foldiers, hi order to fupply the lofs of thole 
Avho perilhed daily in the fort. The viceroy’s con- 
du&, and the little eagernefs he difcovered to get the 
king of Spain’s fquadrons together, made him appre- 
henfive, that he would never refolve with himlelf to 
try the fate of a fea engagement, and therefore told 
him, at the conclullon of his letter, that provided he 
would land only eight thoufand men in the ifland, he 
did not queflion but he fhould be able, with that re- 
inforcement, and the troops he had left, to force the 
enemy to raile the liege, and reimbark on board their 
Ihips. The viceroy had no fooner received it, but he 
immediately fent back Salvago, who, by the grand 
mailer’s orders, had continued near his perfon to ha- 
hen the fuccours, and another knight along with him, 
called Miranda, one of the moll dillinguilhed, as well 
as the moll zealous of the whole order ; charging them 
to allure the grand mailer, that he would not lole a 
moment’s time in getting together fuch a fleet as fhould 
be fuflicient to bring him the fuccours he expe&ed ; 
hut that he had not as yet Ihips and gallies enough to 
hazard a battle with the Turkifh fleet ; that he want- 
ed thole of the order, which he delired him to lend 
furthwith, the better to forward the embarkation of 
the troops. 

The two knights went on board a light brigantine, 
and took the two Maltefe gallies, which the viceroy 
had detained in the port of Saragofla, by way of con- 
voy, till they had doubled cape PalTaro, when they lent 
them back, became they could not advance nearer the 
port without being difcovered ; after which they made 
a Ihift to get in the dark to port Muzet, and landed as 
near as they could to fort St. Elmo. They Hayed there 
all the next day ; and, after having vilited the feveral 
polls of the place, and leen the ill condition it was in, 
they went on board again the night following, and 
landed at the town, to wait upon the grand mailer. 
He was prodigioully furprifed to lee them arrive with- 
out any reinforcement, and efpecially without the two 
gallies of the order, and to find that the viceroy, not 

fatisfied 


300 Hijlory of ths Knights of Jsl alt A, 

by the help of fafcines, gabions, and wool-lacks, raifed 
the ravelin higher than the parapet of the place, fo that 
they could lee every thing that palled within. The 
next thing they did, was to plant two cannon upon 
it ; the continual fire of which, with that of their fmall 
arms, hindered the foldiers from coming near the pa- 
rapet, fo that they were forced to run trenches up to 
it, and march through a fubterraneous paflage in order 
to get thither. The balha, to ruin this defence, err£ 
ployed fome malls, fail-yards, and large planks, to 
frame a bridge broad enough for fix men to go a-breaft; 
* and for fear the Chriftians Ihould throw fire -works 
upon it, in order to bum it down, they covered it with 
earth to a certain height. The Turks, by the help of 
this bridge, and the continual fire from the ravelin, 
pierced as far as the parapet, and fell to Tapping as well 
as undermining the wall. La Miranda, who ran to 
every place where there was mod danger, perceiving 
their defign, was not very uneafy about the mine, 
which the infidels were endeavouring to run under a 
place where, he was very lenfible, they would meet 
with a rock that would be too hard for their tools to 
cntef. 

But as their fap would infenfibly ruin the parapet, 
he made them raile another behind it, which he forti- 
fied with a good ditch, and lined it with artillery; and 
the night following he made a Tally at the head of the 
braveft foldiers of the garrifon. Whilft one part of 
them amufed the enemy with a falfe attack, by pre- 
tending to fall upon their trenches ; the reft crept un- 
der the bridge, fet fire to it, and never ftirred till they 
faw it all over in a flame. The Turks, however, with 
indefatigable labour, repaired it the next day, and in 
the evening got down into the ditch, and clapped their 
ladders to the foot of the wall, as if they intended to 
make an' aflault, when the knights immediately pre- 
fented themfelves upon the breach with their ufual in- 
trepidity. The infidels thereupon retired on a fudden, 
having made that motion only to oblige them to (hew 
themfelves ; and, at the lame time, their artillery, which 

was 


John de la V alet te Grand Mafter. 301 

was charged with cartridge-fhot, made fuch a terrible 
fire, that there were more knights of the order loft 
on this occafion, than had been before in the warm- 
eft attacks. 

Those who were left, feeing the ravelin taken, 
which laid all the fort open, and^ommanded it; moft 
ofthe^r cannon difmounted, and their defences ruined ; 
large breaches made, and few loldiers to defend them ; 
lent a deputation to the grand mafter, by which they 
reprefent to him the deplorable condition of the place, 
and defire him to lend boats to carry them over to the 
town, and by that means prevent their being taken by 
ftorm. The befieged pitched upon the chevalier Me- 
dian for this dilagreeable commifiion, as being a per- 
fon whom the grand mafter greatly efteemed for his 
valour : To that his report could not "be fufpe<ftcd of 
weaknels or cowardice. He told la Valette plainly, 
that the fort was no longer tenable, and that if they 
fhould obftinateiy refolve to continue there but even a 
few days more, fitch a defence would be of no ufe, and 
only ferve to deftroy the reft of the garrifon ; and that 
nothing could poflibly be of greater advantage to the 
Turks, than the order’s fending from time to time new 
reinforcements into a place which was lb difmantled; 
that it would infenfibly confume the troops necelTary 
for the defence of the other fortreffes of the ifiand ; he 
concluded with declaring, that he was, neverthelefs, 
commiffioned to allure him of the blind and implicit 
obedience of the knights and garrifon, whatever refo- 
lution he might think fit to take. 

The grand mafter acquainted the council with the 
occafion of the chevalier de Medran’s coming, and the 
condition of the fort and garrifon. Moftoithe great 
croftes, who compoled the council, were for abandon- 
ing a place that fwallowed up, as it were, its defend- 
ers, and which, by infenfible degrees, under a pre- 
tence of being reinforced, would drain the other for- 
trefiTes of their garrifons. Thele motives were juft and 
reafonable ; notwithftanding which, the grand mafter 
was of a contrary opinion : he agreed indeed that the 
C c 2 fort 
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fort was not tenable, and even owned that he could not 
help bewailing the fate of. the knights, who, in fo dan- 
gerous a poft, were expofed to be daily knocked on 
the head ; but he infilled that there are foine circum- 
ftances, in which it is neceflary to hazard fome of the 
limbs, in order to fave the whole body ; that he had 
received good information of the viceroy’s having de- 
clared, that in cafe the fort fhould be either taken or 
abandoned, he would not hazard the fleet and forces 
of his mailer, to fave the reft of the ifland ; fo that 
the whole fafety of Malta depended entirely on the 
length of the liege, and that it was abfolutely necefTary, 
let it coft. the order what it would, to fpin it out as 
long as poffibls. The council came over to his opini- 
on ; when he, in concurrence with them, ordered Mc- 
dran to reprefent, in his name, to the knights within 
the fort, that the prefervation, or utter lofs of the 
ifland, and perhaps of the order itfelf, depended oil 
the time they fliould hold out the place ; that they 
fhould call to mind the vows they had made at their 
profeflion ; and that they were obliged to facrifice 
their lives for the defence of the order; that he would 
not fail to fend them reinforcements, which fhould be 
as ftrong as the finallnels of the fort would admit of ; 
and that he was refolved, whenever it fhould be ne- 
ceflary, to throw himielf into the place, and there die 
with them. 

When Medran reported this anfwer, feveral 
knights, efpecially the meft antient among them, pro- 
tefted they would bury themfelves under the ruins of 
the fort, rather than abandon it ; but the greateft part 
of them, as well as fome officers of the garrifon, 
thought the anfwer harffi and cruel, and complained 
that the council, and a fet of men who had no fhare in 
the danger, were for expofing them to the (laughter, 
and to certain death, without the leaf! profpett of ad- 
vantage. Thefe murmurs rofe higher, on occafion of 
a mine, which the Turks were endeavouring to run 
under the firft parapet ; upon which they drew up a 
letter to the grand maft&r, by which they defired leave 
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to retire into the town ; it was figned by fifty-three 
knights : they further declared, that in cafe they did 
not lend boats for them the next night, in order to 
carry them off from a place, where they were all go- 
ing to be dedroyed, they were absolutely bent to take 
a delperate refolution, to felly out and be killed fvvord 
in hand, rather than continue in the fort, to no 
other ptirpo/e than to be linothered under its ruins; or, 
in cafe of its being taken by dorm, to have their 
throats cut like fo many beads, and be expofed to all 
the torments, which the ingenious cruelty of the Bar- 
barians are ever fure of inventing. 

The commander du Cornet was the bearer of this 
letter: the grand mailer read it with great trouble and 
indignation ; but as he was infpired with a courage 
that was fuperior even to the word events, he wrote 
them word back, that it was not enough for them to 
lole their lives fword in hand, in order to die with ho- 
nour, which they leemed to fond of, but that they 
mull likeways lofe them in the practice of the obedi- 
ence which they owed him. and in the occafions 
which he Ihould prefcribe them ; that in cafe they 
Ihould defert the fort, and he Ihould fend boats to fetch 
them off, they mud never expe<5l to be relieved by the 
viceroy ; that the Turks would not fail to inved and’ 
befiege the town the next moment, where they would 
inevitably meet with the death they fo vainly hoped to 
efcape, by fcandaloully deferring a pod. the defence of 
which had been committed to them by the order ; and 
that, after all, they had no reafon to be under any ap- 
prehenfions from mines, as they were in a fort that 
was built on one continued rock. In fine, la Valette, 
in hopes of reviving their drooping courage, or rather 
in order to gain time, lent three commiffioners thither , a 
with orders to bring him a jud account of the conditi- 
on of the place, and how many days it might hold out 
longer. 

C c 3 These 

a Tlic commander de Medina, a Spaniard ; the chevalier de 
H Roche, a Frenchman j the chevalier Calfciot, an Italian. 
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These commiflioners, upon their arrival, (poke in 
terms of the higheft civility and mildnels to all the 
knights who were afTembled to receive them ; they 
highly extolled the courage and relolution which they 
had hitherto (hewn, and exhorted them not to tarnifh 
the luftre of their glory and reputation by an over-ha- 
fky retreat. Such of the knights as had flgned the let- 
ter to the grand mafter, before they would make any 
anfwer, dellred them to viflt all the ports of the place. 
They (hewed them that it was entirely commanded by 
the exhauflement, or high work, which the Turks, 
flnce their taking of the ravelin, had railed dole to it; 
and that they might judge from the fmallnels and nar- 
rownefs of the fort, that it was impoflible but they 
mud lofe abundance of men every day, though indeed 
they could not be fo thoroughly fenrtble of it, as if 
they had felt all the fury, and feen the havockof their 
great and fmall (hot; and that after all, the more men 
they fhould fend thither, the greater would be the lols, 
as it was a place where they had not room and earth 
fufficient to intrench themlelves. 

Two of the commiflioners, both men of judgment 
and experience, were for trying what complaifance 
could do ; and, in order therefore to bring over the 
malecontents, they owned that they could not poffibly 
imagine how they had been able to hold out fo long 
in a little fort, which was fo difmantled, that it ap- 
peared to be no more than a heap of rubbifh ; after 
which they added, that they ftill flattered themfelves, 
that they, who were fuch brave knights, would rouze 
their innate valour, which alone would enable them to 
hold it out fome days longer, and, by that means, give, 
the viceroy time to come to their relief, and raife the 
fiwge. The third commiflioner was named Conflantine 
Caftriot,aGreek prince, and defcended, as we are told, 
from the houfe of the famous Scanderbeg, the hero of 
Albania, and of all Chrirtendom. Caft riot, who was 
uatutally hot and furious in his zeal, without any re- 
gard to the temper and complaifance of his colleagues, 
warmly maintained, that the place was not yet redu- 
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ced to fuch extremity, but that it might hold out fome 
time longer ; that there were leveral ways of (ecu ring 
the fort from the artillery of the ravelin ; that there 
was room on the infide of the breach to make cuts and 
intrenchments, which might be well lecured with 
palifadoes ; and that every body knew it was im- 
poffible to undermine a place which was built upon a 
rock. 

The knights, to whom he diredled his difcourfe, 
took it for an affront, as if he had intended to reproach 
them with either not underftanding the arts of war, or 
their not having courage enough to put in pra&ice the 
dangerous expedients and remedies it prefcribes. This 
alone was fcfficient to raife the moft unhappy difputes; 
every one maintained his fentiments with vehemence ; 
the difpute grew hot, when fome of the moft paftionate 
knights cried out, that they muft abfolutely keep fuch 
an able man in the place, and oblige him to put his 
own leftons in praflice ; and accordingly they ran to 
the gate of the fort in order to feize it, and keep him 
in. A dangerous tumult, of which the Turks might 
have taken advantage, was going to break out, when 
the bailiff of Negrepont, and la Miranda, found a way 
to appeafe it, by caufing an alarm to be founded, 
which obliged all the knights to run to their refpec- 
tive pofts. 

The com midion ers, at their return to the town, 
gave the grand mafter an account of the ill condition 
the place was in, and told him frankly, that they did 
not believe the garrifon could be able to ftand an af- 
fault. Caftriot, on the contrary, either through fond- 
nefs for his firft opinion, or perhaps through refent- 
ment at what had paffed between him and the knights, 
pretended that the pl^ce was ftill tenable ; and, at the 
fame time, offered the grand mafter, provided he 
would give him leave, to levy fome troops in theifiand, 
to throw himfelf into the fort, and hold it out againft 
all the efforts of the infidels, till the fuccours fhould 
arrive. 

Pro* 
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Probably there might be more courage and refo* 
lution in thefe aftertions, than knowledge of the real 
condition of the place; and the grand mailer knew 
very well what he had to trull to ; bat as he was under 
an abfolute neceffity of prolonging the liege at any rate, 
he accepted Callriot's offer, hoping to make ufe of it 
forieveral purpoles. Accordingly, he gave him great 
encomiums in public, and the bilhop of Malta, actuat- 
ed by a zeal fo becoming his dignity, in concert with 
him, advanced the fums necelfary for making the new 
levies that were to relieve the knights ; and according- 
ly, they immediately beat up for them in the town and 
fortreftes. A conliderable number of the inhabitants 
of the country, and fome of the chief citizens lifted 
themfelves; and there was an emulation who Ihould 
enter into the fervice firft. The knights who were in 
the fort, heard this news with a furprile that was mix- 
ed with vexation ; and what encrealed it ftill more, 
was the grand mailer's writing to them afterwards in 
harlh and dry terms, and with an air of ftate, that he 
was ready to give them their dilcharge ; that for one 
knight, who leemed to defpair of holding out the fiege 
any longer, ten brave foldiers offered themlelves, who 
were infpired with a true fpirit of zeal and courage, 
and eagerly fought to obtain leave to throw themlelves 
into the fort ; that he would immediately fend a new 
garrilon to relieve them ; that they had no more to do 
but to deliver up their polls to the officers who were to 
head it, and that they might come back to the town in 
the velfels on which the others were to be tranfported. 
4t Return my brethren, laid he, to the convent ; you 
i( will be more in fafety there ; and as for me, I lhall 
<( then be lels in pain about the prefervation of fort St. 
i€ Elmo, tho' it be of fuch importance, that the prefer- 
46 vation of the iftand, and all our order, depends en- 
i{ tirely upon it.” 

These few lines were written with an air of fo 
much indifference, and even contempt, that the difcon- 
tented knights were piqued to the lall degree. They 
could Dot fo much as think of delivering up the place 

to 
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to the new foldiers and recruits, without being fenfible 
of the fhame and confufion they were going to bring 
upon themlelves in the fight of the whole order. 
“ How (faid they one to another) fhall we be able to 
“ bear the fight of the grand mafier, and the reproach 
“ of our fellow knights ? And if this new garrifon 
“ fhouldhave the good fortune to hold out the place 
“ till fuch time as the fuccours arrive, what corner of 
“ the earth (hall we be able to find, remote enough 
<e from all human fociety to retire to, and there to bury 
<e our fhame and confufion ?’* Full of thefe fad re- 
flexions, they refolved to lole their lives to a man, ra- 
ther than give up their poft to the new foldiers, or aban- 
don the place to the Turks ; and accordingly intreat- 
ed the bailiff of Negrepont,and the commander Broglio 
to acquaint the grand mafier with their repentance, and 
the relolution they had made to lofe the laft drop of 
their blood in the defence of the place. As it was ftili 
day-light, and that they were defirous of preventing 
the arrival of the boats, the governor di (patched an ex- 
cellent fwimmer with a letter to him, in which he took 
notice of the happy change ; and, in the name of the 
malecontents, begged him to pardon their fault, and 
give them ieave to wipe it out by an intrepidity and 
relolution that would be proof againft the greatefi 
dangers. 

This repentance was juft what the grand mafier 
wanted to bring the malecontents to ; and, tho’ he had 
forefeen it, and even paved the way to it, by the 
jeaioufy and emulation which he infpired, he neverthe- 
lefs thought proper not to comply with the governor’s 
requeft at firft ; and therefore told him in his letter, 
that he would always prefer a body of new troops 
that obeyed the laws of military difcipline to a number 
of old warriors, who pretended to be above' controul. 
The knights, in a confternation at his fteadinefs and 
refblution, begged pardon in the moft fubmifllve terms. 
La Valette, conuderiog that it would be dangerous to 
drive them to defpair, differed himfelfto be wrought 
upon, and was pleated to be pacified j accordingly, the 

ncv; 
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new levies were difmifled, and the inhabitants were 
fent back to their reipeCtive polls which had been ad 
figned them before Caflriot’s propofal. 

During thefe tranfaCtions, the commander Salvago 
was* returned back into Sicily, and, landing at Syragola, 
he found the viceroy dill darting one excufe or other, 
to defer the departure of the fuccours; for which 
reafoii, he, in the grand matters name, ordered the 
the commander de Cornuflon, that prince’s nephew, and 
the commander de St. Aubin, captains of the two gal- 
lies of theorderwhich were in that port, to embark im- 
mediately for Malta, and to carry thither all the knights 
and volunteers who were arrived in that place, toge- 
ther with a company of foot which had been levied at 
the order’s expence, and was commanded by the che- 
valier Augudin Ricca. Thefe two gallies, with this 
little re Enforcement on board, got, after various work- 
ings, into the ide ofGoza. Their defign was to land 
in the fafed creek or road of Malta. But- they were 
prevented by Dragut, who had notice of their depar- 
ture from the fpies he kept in Sicily, and had therefore 
lent feveral fquadrons along the coads, to hinder the 
Chridian veflels from coming near them. 

The knights who commanded the two gallies, not 
thinking proper to hazard the reinforcementthey were 
carrying to Malta, againd the fuperior forces of Dra- 
gut, refolved to return toSyragofa. Their departure was 
a very fenfible affliction to the grand mafler, he having 
depended on that little reinforcement in order to repair 
the continual lodes he differed in the defence of the 
fort. Accordingly, he reprimanded his nephew in the 
fevered terms upon that account, and told him in his 
letters, with a kind of contempt, that glory was very 
feldom the fhare of a captain who adled with fo much 
caution ; and added, that it was the duty of a knight 
of Malta, to dare more than any other warrior. 

He wrote by the fame exprefs, to the commander 
Salvago, who continued near the viceroy’s perfon, in 
order to hadenthe fuccours, and prefs the departure of 
the fleet ; ordering him to acquaint that nobleman with 

the 
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the extremity to which fort St. Elmo was reduced, 
and to befeech him, in cafe all his forces were not yet 
joined, to fend him at lead the two gallies of the or- 
der j to reinforce them with two others of the Iquadron 
of Sicily, and to put on board them all filch knights and 
volunteers as were at his court, and in the ports of that 
ifiand, together with a regiment of foot to fill up the 
places of fuch foldiers of the order, as were either dead, 
or difabled by their wounds. 

The viceroy, who ever made pompous promifes, 
and who, in hopes to frighten the Turks, was eternal- 
ly talking of the great preparations he was making for 
the relief of Malta, would in lome meafure have given 
himfelf the lye, had he declined fending fo fmall a re- 
forcement. In order therefore to keep the world ftill 
in a belief of the advantageous reports he had fpread 
with relation to his forces, he appointed two gallies to 
fet out immediately, with the two belonging to Malta, 
without waiting for the great reinforcement ; and at 
the lame time ordered Melchior Robles, colonel of the 
Sicilian brigade, to go on board the gallies with his 
regiment. But this embarkation, was, by the affedled 
dilatorinefs of both land and fiea-officers, deferred from 
day to day, under various pretences : and the viceroy, 
who was not for dividing his forces, at the very time 
that he boafted even of the lervice he fiiould do the or* 
der by this fmall reinforcement, gave lecret orders to 
prevent its letting out. 

Though every thing leemed to confpire againft 
the fort’s receiving any reinforcement, the grand ma- 
iler did not, upon that account, abate any thing of his 
ufual vigilance and activity : by his orders they were 
continually lending recruits to the befieged by night, 
together with provifions, ammunition, and fire works. 
He had himfelf invented one of a particular fort, proper 
to be ufed at an aflault : they made hoops of very light 
wood, which were firft dipped in brandy, or elle rub- 
bed over with boiling oil, then covered them with 
wool or cotton, which they lleeped in other combu- 
flible liquors, mixed with lalt-petre and gun-powder ; 
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after this preparation was grown cold, they repeated it, 
as above, three feveral times, and, when an aflault was 
made, they fet thefe hoops on fire, took them up with 
tongs, and threw them into the thickefl of the enemy’s 
battalions ; when two or three foldiers, being hooked 
together in thefe burning hoops, they had no way to 
efcape being burnt alive, but by plunging immediately 
into the water, and flaying there till the fire was ex- 
tinguifhed. The knights who defended the fort had 
the utmofl need of all thefe different fuccours, to op- 
pofe fuch formidable enemies as they had to deal with. 

From the 17th of June to the 14th of July, not a 
ftnglc day padcd without fo me engagement; as the fort 
was but indifferently flanked, the infidels daily attempt- 
ed to carry it by fealado ; but were as often repulled 
with the lofs of their bravefl foldiers. The baflia, a* 
fhamed at having thrown away fo much time before a 
place, whole fortifications were fo weak, refolved to 
come before it on the 1 6th, with all his forces, and 
give a general affault. To facilitate the attack, he 
employed the 1 5th in battering the breach, when the 
artillery playing all day long without intermiffion, the 
wall was entirely demolifhed, to the very rock on 
which it had been built. 

On the 16th of June, the day appointed for the af- 
fault, the Turkifh gallies drew up by day-break over 
againfl the caflle towards the lea, and battered it with 
all the artillery of their fhips ; at the fame time that a 
land battery, of thirty fix large cannon, beat to pieces 
all the fortifications that were left flanding. TheTurks, 
at the beat of drum, and found of their hautboys, and 
other barbarous infhuments, entered the ditch which 
they had almofl filled up; and no fooner was a cannon 
fired, which was the fignal for the aflault, but they all 
ran on with great refblution. Four thoufand archers, 
or arquebufiers, being planted in the trenches, were of 
great fervice to them by the continual fire they made 
upon thofe who appeared on the breach/ It was lined 
with feveral ranks ofChr’ftian foldiers, in which they, 
between every three foldiers, had placed a knight, in 

order 
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order to fuftain and encourage them. This was the 
only ftrengih and defence of the caflle. Tilde brave 
warriors, with their half-pikes in their hand, formed a 
kind of new wad, that was proof againfl all the efforts 
of the enemy, who loon began the attack, which was 
the warmeft that had been made ever fince the begin- 
ning of the liege : for it often happened, that the Chri- 
Ilians and Turks, after having (pent their fire, and 
broke their (words and pikes, grappled together, when 
the dagger determined the fate of the combatants, ac- 
cording to their vigour or activity. The great and 
fmall (hot played on both Tides without intermiffion, 
«nd each party annoyed his adverfary with fire-works: 
’twas on this occafion that the burning hoops above- 
mentioned were of great fervice to the Chriftians ; they 
threw them into the midfl of their enemies, when mofl 
of thole who were caught in them were burnt alive. 
The cries of thefe wrenches, tho'e of the combatants, 
the groans of the wounded and expiring, the noileand 
thunder of the cannon and muskets ; all this fpread a 
kind of terror on both fides. which neverthelef> could 
not make the Turks retire, nor would the knights a - 
bandon an inch of ground. 

The diftance between fort St. Elmo and the caflle 
of St Angelo and the town, was no more than the 
breadth of the harbour, fo that one could plainly fee 
from thence all that palled in this terrible and bloody 
engagement. The knights, and the people who were 
fpetfator* of it, were very uneafy, and in pain about 
the fucceft of it. and appeared as pa'Iionately concern- 
ed, as if they themfelves had flood the affaulr ; 'bihat- 
One might fee alternately, by their ci»t's and in their 
change of countenance, a lively image of ihe advantages 
or Ioffes of either party The grand matter, whole 
courage and capacity would not fuller hirrrin particu- 
lar to be an idle fpetfaior of the combat, fired con- 
tinually upon the befiegers from the batteries of the 
caflle of St. Angelo, the town, and the ifie de h 
3angle. 

Vo l. IV. Dd 
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Whilst the ifland was in a manner all over in a 
flame, thiity Turkifh rais, or galley-officers, oblerv- 
ing that all the forces of the bcfieged were drawn to 
the quarter where the affiiult was made, endeavoured 
to make themfehes inafters of a bulwark that was not 
fo well guarded ; accordingly they clapped ladders 
to die wall, and got up to ihe point of the baftion 
wiihout any oppolition ; which the grand matter per- 
ceh’ng, immediately levelled two cannon on that fide, 
and killed 'Wenry of them with the ffift dilcharge ; 
which frightening the ten remaining, they fled away as 
fall as poffibleto their trenches. 

The Turks had no better fiuccefs at the great cava- 
lier, which covered the front of the fort. They had 
battered it for a long time together, with all their artil- 
lejy wiihout being able even fo much as to move that 
unwieldy mountain of earth, w hich fupported itielf by 
its own weight They afterwa.ds attempted to Icale 
u. and with great bravery mounted up their ladders 
fword in hand; but tbechevalier John Anthon) Giug- 
gho, an Italian, who commanded in that poft, being 
well feconded by feveral other knights, and particular- 
ly by a ItrvTjg brother of the town of Marieillcs, call- 
ed Chanau t, they threw the flaming hoops abovemen- 
tioned with lo much dexterity, that the Turks, ter- 
rified at thee machines, abandoned the attack. Not 
even the m oft intrepid janizary, who advanced boldly, 
fabie in hand to attack the braved knight, but aban- 
doned his peft at the fight of thee burning hoops, and 
fled away with piecipitation ; nor could ail the pray- 
ers, the threats or blows of his officers prevail upon 
him to flop his flight. At length, the knights, after 
having fufta’med an aflault for fix hours together, not- 
withftanding their being covered over with wounds, 
burnt with the fcorching rays of the fun, and quite 
(pent with the lengih of the engagement, had the fa- 
tisfadfon of feeing Turks retire fiilt, and give over the 
attack ; for the bafha, after having loft upwards of 
20co men, was at length forced to command a retreat 
to be founded. The Chriftians of the fort on this oc- 
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cafion fet up a general fkout, which was ecchoed 
back from the town, and answered by the people with 
loud acclamations. This good lliccefs, greater than 
any one had even dared to hope for, coniidering the 
\Veaknefs of the place, was entirely owing to the gene- 
rous defpairof the greateft part of the knights, who had 
devoted themfelves, as it were, to death ; and who, 
during the whole engagement, were lefs lblliciiojs to 
gain the vi&ory, than to facrifice their enemies, tho* 
at the expence of their own lives. 

The order loft, in this affault, feventeen knights, 
who were all killed upon the breach : among whom were 
particularly regretted the chevalier de Medran, who 
had juft wrefted a flandard out of the hands of a furk- 
ifh officer that fell by his hand, when he himielf was 
killed by a musket-fhot. The grand mailer, to do ho- 
nour to his memory, ordered him to be buried among 
the great crolfes, a dignity that was juftly due to his 
great valour, arid which he would certainly have ob- 
tained, had henotfallen on this occafion. They like wife 
loft the chevaliers de Vagnon and la Motte, the latter 
dying of his wounds two days after the attack ; and 
the commander de Morgut, who, as he was going from 
the fort to the town, in order to have his wounds 
dreffed, had his head fhot off by a cannon-bail. Be- 
fides the knights, they reckoned upwards of 200 foldi- 
ers, who were either killed or difabled. The grand 
mafter drew off 150 others to fill up their places, the 
fmallncfs of the fort not allowing him to fen J a greater 
number; this detachment was composed only of Inch 
officers and foldiers as offered themlelves for the fer- 
vice, he not caring to interpofe his authority to order 
any body in particular to fueh a dangerous and bloody 
peft. 

The baffia, judging that thefe recruits, which were 
filing off contin tally from the town to the fort, might 
make the fiege continue as long as there fliou d be any 
knights in the other parts ol the ifiand, resolved to 
endeavour to cut oft the communication between them* 
tor this end he held a kind of council of war in the 
D d 2 trenches. 
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trenches, with Dr a gut, afaugiac, and his principal en- 
gineer. 

Dragut, either from his natural intrepidity, or 
becaule he, as happens to old foldiers, defpiied dan- 
gers by being inured to them, going openly out of the 
trenches, to view the fituadon of the ground, was 
(truck in the head, near the right ear, with the Oliver 
from a (lone, which a cannon-ball from the cattle of 
St. Angelo had Clattered to pieces, and which killed 
the fangiac upon the fpot. Dragut was not much bet- 
ter ; he lott his ipeech, and fell down in a fwoon , the 
blood dreaming forth at his mouth, his nole, and his 
ears. The bafha, in order not to diicourage the foldi- 
ers, commanded them to throw fomething over him, 
and carry him into his tent ; when advancing with 
great fedatenefs and intrepidity to the place, where he 
made his ob(er.vations, he confulted with the engineer, 
how they might bed prevent the fending of any fuc- 
cours to the fort. The refult of their confukadon 
was, to erettt a battery upon Mount Calcara, and, if 
podible, to carry on their lines from the cattle to the 
fea. 

This poll, as we have already obferved, had been 
reierved for the viceroy of Algiers and his troops ; but 
as he was not yet arrived, Muttapha ordered a battali- 
on of janizaries to pod themfeives there, who extend- 
ed themfeives, particularly along the (hore from the gal- 
lows point, and lo on to the Kenella, to the point of 
San Salvador. Calcara hill was taken within tliefe lines, 
and they raifed another battery upon it, the fire of which, 
together with (hot of the janizaries, who were continu- 
alfy firing from their long pieces, killed all fuch as at- 
tempted to pafs. But they did not continue long in 
their port; for before they could make their lodgment, 
and finitti their intrenchments, the grand matter, who 
was aware of the confequences of it, ordered the mar- 
dial Copier to make a tally at the head of a good 
number of knights and the braved foldiers, who charg- 
ed the infidels fo vigoroufly, that they cut part of them 
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to pieces, and forced the reft to fly for their lives, and 
retire behind the intrenchinents of their camp. 

The balha, however, did not defpond at this ill 
fuccefs ; but refolding, coft what it would, to prevent 
the gan ifon of the fort fromreceivingany luccoursftom 
the town, he, by his engineer's advice, ordered a kind 
of covered way to be made behind the trenches, which 
were below the counterfcarp, and which were after- 
wards carried on to the lea fide over againft Renelia. 
They lined them with a great number of arquebuliers; 
and as the Turks worked night and day in carrying 
them on, the fort was atlaft invefted on all Tides, fo that 
no boat could come near it, without being immediately 
either intercepted or funk. 

The grand mafter faw plainly, that it would now be 
impoflible for the fort to hold out any confiderable 
time, without fuch a ftrong reinforcement, as might be 
able to raife the fiege. Upon which he lent immedi- 
ate advice of it to the commander Salvago, his reftdent 
at the viceroy of Sicily’s court, with orders to renew 
hisinftances for difpatching away the fuccours. That 
knight did not fail to represent the extremity to which 
the fort was reduced, and to put him in nvnd of his re- 
peated promifes to the grand mafter ; and in order not 
to omit any thing that might afteft him, he infifted on 
the facred and exprefs promife of his catholic majefty : 
notwithstanding all which, Gaifia, fuch was his per- 
plexity and irresolution, would willingly have deferred it 
longer. But being continually follicited in the warm- 
eft terms by Gatinara prior of Medina, and above foar- 
fcore of knights that were come thither from different 
countries, who be (ought him to gire them, in cale the 
whole fleet was not yet ready to fail, a few vellels on- 
ly to carry them to Malta ; the viceroy, having no o- 
ther way to get rid of the importunity of thefe knights, 
who befleged him as it were in his own palace, was 
forced, through fliame rather than their intreaties, to 
con lent at laft to their going on board the two gallies 
which the chevalier de Cornu ITon, the grand mafter’s 
nephew, had brought back from Saragofla. He rein- 
D d 3 forced 
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forced them with two more, and put a regiment of 
Spanifh foot on board them, giving the com nund of 
this little fquadron to Don John de Cardona his crea- 
ture, with private orders, in cafe he heard of fort St. 
Elmo’s being taken, to return imnediately wiihout 
landing his troops. Cardona fet fail, and advanced 
into the channel of Malta ; when he, either under pre- 
tence of contrary winds, or die to avoid meeting the 
Turkifli fquadron which lay along the coafts. inftead 
of putting into fome road, fpent (o much time indiffer- 
ent motions, which were»generally needlefs, that one 
would have thought he was come from Sicily, ra- 
ther to (hew the reinforcement at a diftance, than to 
land it. 

If we were to have confidered the viceroy’s conduct, 
barely in it (elf, we (hould naturally have concluded, 
that he either afted with very little fincerity when he 
made his promiies, or elie wanted courage to execute 
them : and indeed his affixed dilatorinels to fuccour 
Malta, occafioned his being generally fulpefted, and 
made him odious to the knights. But then they did 
not refleft, that his principal concern was the prefer- 
vation and defence of Sicily, for which his head was 
to anlwer ; and that in ca'e Malta fhould be taken, he 
3iad juft reafon to fear that the Turks would come and 
attack him in his government ; and that he had orders 
from the king of Spain, to aft in fuch a manner in his 
endeavours to fuccour the grand mafter, fo as not ra(h- 
}y to hazard his fleet and army, fince it was the only 
fccurity and guard of the kingdoms of Naples and Sici- 
ly, and even of the coafts ot Spain. 

The Turks taking advantage of this excels of cauti- 
on, made another ftorm on the 2 ift. Their whole ar- 
my was either drawn up in their trenches, or engaged 
under the walls. The bafha in hopes of carrying the 
place, was not (paring of the lives of his men, who 
met with the fame courage and refiftance in all their 
attacks. The infidels came on thrice to this dreadful 
a (fault, and were as often forced to retire. Abundance 
of the knights perifhed in thefe continual engagments ; 
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and if the night, which was coming on, had not put an 
end to them, it would have been impofTible for them to 
have held out again fl: the prodigious nunberof enemies 
wiih which they were attacked. The night, by afford- 
ing them a little iutermiffion, (hewed them at the fame 
time the greatneis of 1 heir lo.s. J hey {pent it in the 
midff of the groans of m j n who were juft expiring, 
and in dreffing each other’s wounds. The bailiff* 
of,..Negropon-, la Miranda, the chevalier de Mas, and 
other principal officers, dift’nguilhed themlelves by their 
charitable alfiffance towai ds the poor loldiers, worthily 
acquitting them.elves, like rrue knights ho.pitallers, of 
the duties of their profeffion ; and in order not to omit 
any thing that mighr contribute to their preservation, 
or at lealt io fulpend their deftaurtion, they difpaiched 
an excellent fwimmer crofs the port, to acquaint the 
grand mafter with the deplorable condition of theplace, 
which he laid would inevitably be loff, toge.her with 
all the Chriffians that were left in it, in caie they 
did not find a way to fend them a (hong reinforce- 
ment. 

The grand maffer was not fo much furprifed with 
this diimal news, which he naturally expetrted, as he 
was concerned for the lots the order was like to luffain 
in the perlons of fuc*h gallant men ; for which reafon, 
he left no method untried, that might enable him to 
lend them luccours : accordingly he ordered five large 
boats to be immediately fitted out, which were loon 
cronded with a great number of zealous and courageous 
knights. But notwkhffanding all their efforts, they 
could not pofflbly get to the fort. Muftapha had lined 
the ffiore with his artillery, and a body of musketeers; 
and the Turkifh admiral, in concert with him, advanc- 
ed with fou lie ore gallies to the mouth of port Muzet : 
and to make all lure, he ported fifteen boats, light 
frigates and brigantines, in the front of his fleet, hav- 
ing a good number of excellent arquebufiers on board, 
who made Rich a continual fire, that they fojeed the 
knights to retire. 
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The befieged in the fort being now out of all hopes 
of fuccour, thought of nothing but ending their lives 
like good Chriftiansand true religious : for which pur- 
pofe, they were all night long preparing theinleTes 
for it, by receiving the facraments of the church : 
when this was over, and that nothing remained but 
the giving up their fouls to God, they embraced one 
another with tendernels, and retired to their feveral 
ports, in order to die with their weapons in their hands, 
and expire in the bed of honour. Such as were not 
able to walk by realon of their wounds, had themfelves 
carried in chairs to the fide of the breach, where, arm- 
ed with fwords, which they held with both their 
hands, they waited with an heroic refolution, till Inch 
time as their enemies, towards whom they were not 
able to advance, fliould come and attack them in their 
pofts. 

The next day, being the 2^d of June, the Turks 
at day-break came on to the aflault with great {bouts, 
as if they were going to a victory which it would be 
impoffible to difpute with them : but the Chriftian fol- 
diers defended themfelves with invincible bravery. One 
would have thought, that the certainty of an approach- 
ing death, which they were to {hare in common with 
the knights, had put them on the fame level with re- 
fpetrt to courage and valour: fome thiew rtones and 
fire-works, others advanced to meet the enemy with as 
much intrepidity, as if they had beat them ; and fuch 
as could not walk, fired on the enemy with their 
pieces ; and when, by reafon of their continual dis- 
charges, they had fpent all their powder, they lupplied 
themlelves from the pouches of their comrades who 
had dropped by their fide. In fine, the knights after 
having furtaintd an aflault for four hours together, had 
but fixty perfons left to defend the breach ; but thele 
weie fomething more than men, who by a noble con- 
tempt of death, ftill made their enemies tremble. The 
commander la Mranda, of the language ofCaftile, an 
excellent officer, who had fignalized himfelf in the 
fiege, feeing the place on the point of being forced by the 
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Turks, recalled fome Chriftian foldiers, who till then 
had maintained themlelves upon the cavalier which lay 
before the fort. The balha feeing the breath fortified 
with this fmall reinforcement, difcontinued the affault 
in an indant, as if he' had been again di (heartened by fuch 
an obdinate refiftance,and pretended to retire ; but it was 
only in order to make his janizaries feize not only on 
the cavalier, which was abandoned, but likewne on 
all the pods that were higher than the breach, and 
which overlooked the inliue of the fort. The befieg- 
ed employed this little lufpenfion from fighting in drefi- 
fing their wounds, notfo much for the fake of preserv- 
ing the poor remains of life, as to enable themlelves to 
fight for (ome moments longer with greater vigour. At 
eleven in the morning, the Turks returned to the afiault 
with new vigour, and the janizaries, who, from the 
top of the cavalier a: d the other pods, commanded the 
place with their muskets, pointed out all fuch perions ae 
they had a mind to kill. The greated part of them 
peridied by the enemies fire ; the bailiff of Negropont 
the chevalier Paul Avogadre, la Miranda, together 
with mod of the knights and foldiers that were left, 
being over whelmed with numbers, died upon the 
breach; and this terrible adault was difcontinued only 
for want of combatants, it not ending but with the 
death of the lad knight. The Turkifh fleet then en- 
tered the port of Marza Muzet in a kind of triumph, 
their cannon firing, their trumpets and other military 
indruments founding, and all the infidels fhouting for 
joy. Some of Dragut’s officers running to his tent 
to acquaint him with the taking cf the fort, found him 
juft giving up the ghod ; but altho’ he had lod his 
(peech, he dill expreffed his fatisfadlion by figns ; 
when lifting up his eyes, as it were to give thanks to 
heaven, he expired a moment afterwards. He was a cap- 
tain ofexquifite valour, andmore humane than corlairs 
generally are. 

The bafha entering the fort, and judging from its 
fmallnefs, what difficulty he fhould meet with from 
the town, cried out, “ What will not the father cod 
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u us, when the Ton, who is lo fmall, has coft us the 
c< braveft of our foldiers.” And indeed ’tis generally a- 
greed,that theTurks loft at leaft Soooraen inthefiege 
of this fort, which weakened their army confiderably. 
Muftapba, of a cruel and bloody nature, by way ot re- 
venge, and at the fame time to terrify the knights that 
Were in the town, and the other fortreffes of the ifland, 
ordered Inch as were found lying among the dead, and 
had ftill any marks of life left, to be ripped open, and 
their hearts to be plucked out. To this unexampled 
piece of barbarity, the baftia, in order to infult the 
inftrument of our falvation, which the knights wore as 
the badge of the order, had gafhes made over their 
body in form of a crofs, when putting their lubrevefts 
upon them, they tyed them to planks, and threw 
them into the lea, hoping, as indeed fell out, that the 
tide would carry them to the foot of the town, and 
the caftie of St. Angelo. 

This difmal and (hocking fpeclacle drew tears from 
the grand mafter. Hisfirft fenfations were thole of grief; 
but his next were thofe of anger and indignation ; in 
con.e.juence of which, and by way of repriials, he, ill 
order to teach the balha to make war with lels barba- 
rity, ordered all iheTurkilh pritoners to be immediate- 
ly executed ; and ramming their heads into his can- 
non, had them fhor, all covered with blood as they 
were, inftead of ball, into the camp of the infidels. 


End of the fourth Volume. 










